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Mandelson 
comeback to 
be blocked 



By coun Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

SENIOR CABINET ministers are 
planning to oppose any attempt 
by Peter Mandelson to stage a 
comeback after his resignation 
over the failure to disclose a se- 
cret personal loan of £373.000 
^*from Geoffrey Robinson. 

One cabinet minister said Mr 
Mandelson's career was “fin- 
ished” and added: “He should 
go into business." 

Suggestions from friends of 
Mr Mandelson that the former 
secretary of state for trade and 
industry could stand for Mayor 
of London were being dis- 
missed “He couldn't beat [Ken] 
Livingstone far a seat on the 
NEC [National Executive Com- 
mittee]. He wouldn’t get the 
d omination of the party in Lon- 
” J 'n. Mandelson is not coming ■ 
bauL'. notin this century and not 
in thc'next,'’ said the minister 
Cabinet colleagues are 
ready to resist any attempt by 
Tony Blair to bring Mr Man- 
delson back as a high-profile 
campaigner next year for the 
European elections. The Prime 
Minister, who leaves for his 
new year holiday in the Sey- 
chelles tomorrow, will be left in 
-- jfoubt that Mr Mandelson is 
brought back in any senior ca- 
pacity, moves will be made to 
discredit him further. 

“This is about the holy trin- 
ity - Blair, Mandelson and 
Brown," said one of Mr Mau- 
de] son's former colleagues. 
“There will have to be a re- 
assessment of the whole New 
Labour project now that he 
has gone.” 

After Mr Mandelson’s res- 
ignation, the focus of the 
affair switched to his applica- 
tion form for a £154,000 mort- 
_goge from the Britannia 
-■gilding Society, which was 
seen as the real cause behind 
his decision to quit 
John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, who was given 
the task of steadying the 
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Mandelson; Unanswered 
questions about mortgage 

Government, made it clear in 
pre-Christmas interviews that 
he expects Mr Mandelson to 
clear up the question of the 
building society loan within 
two days, to prevent further em- 
barrassment. 

It is thought Mr Mandelson 
did not make dear that he had 
another loan when he applied 
for the mortgage for his £475.000 
house in Notting Hill, west Lon- 
don. He said at the time that be 
was financing it with a family 
legacy, but the loan from Mr 
Robinson - who resigned as 
paymaster-general on Wednes- 
day - meant he was borrowing 
more than 10 times his MP’s 
salary of £43,000. 

According to building society 
sources, making a false decla- 
rations on an application form 
may leave a borrower open to 
charges of fraud. 

Mr Mandelson's spokesman 
said “he believes it [the form] 
may not reflect the final fi- 
nancing arrangements on the 
property as these were unde- 
cided at the time of the appli- 
cation of the mortgage” 

Any contradictions over Mr 
Mandelson's application form, 
which he insisted two days ago 
had been completed “correctly 
and appropriately”, could prove 
more damaging. The Tories 


are determined to exploit the 
loan application to further em- 
barrass the Government. 
Michael Howard, shadow For- 
eign Secretary, said: “We clear- 
ly need to know the position 
relating to the mortgage appli- 
cation. Mr Manddson was dear- 
ly being disingenuous when he 
said he hadn’t had time to check. 
One telephone call to the Bri- 
tannia Building Society would 
have provided the answer." 

Cabinet ministers intend to 
use the resignation of Mr Man- 
delson, architect of New 
Labour, to halt a possible coali- 
tion with the Liberal Democ- 
rats, and to dip the wings of | 
Gordon Brown’s spin doctor, 
Charlie Whelan. Alastair Camp- 
bell, the Prime Minister’s press 
secretary, denied saying he 
wanted Mr Whelan moved, but 
ministers believe a halt will be 
called to the internal warfare. 

Despite a glowing tribute by 
Mr Blair in his reply to Mr Man- 
delson's resignation letter the 
former minister's critics are de- 
termined to slam the door on his 
front-line political career. He 
has made several enemies 
around the cabinet table, in- 
cluding Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, whose job was under 
threat from Mr Mandelson. 

The resignation is seen by 
ministers as a catalyst to rid the 
Blair government of its over-de- 
pendency on spin doctoring, 
and refocus the Cabinet on the 
delivery of better public ser- 
vices. It gives key players in the 
Cabinet the chance to regain 
some control from the Blair 
inner circle, attacked by the 
Tbries as “Tony’s cronies”. 

Mr Blair signalled that be 
wanted the modernisation drive 
to continue by appointing 
Stephen Byers as Thade and In- 
dustry Secretary and Alan Mil- 
burn as Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury. Geoff Hoon was ap- 
pointed Paymaster-General to 
replace Mr Robinson and John 
Denham becomes the new 
Health minister: 
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Richard Branson flying in the ICO ‘Global Challenger* over Mount Fqji in Japan 
before the weather forced him to admit defeat in his round-the-world attempt EPA 


Rogue London trader loses $8m 


A FAILED $8m bet by a City of 
London dealer caused the col- 
lapse of a long-standing Unit- 

States financial institution, 
it emerged yesterday. 

In an event similar to the 
Barings affair - the respected 
investment bank which sank 
under the multimillion pound 
losses accumulated by the 
"rogue trader” Nick Leeson - 
Griffin Trading Company, a 
Chicago-based trading house, 
was forced to go out of business 
after a mystery dealer squan- 
dered more than £5m on a 
complex financial instrument 
The news of Griffin’s demise 


BY FRANCESCO GUERRERA 

broke in the late afternoon on 
Christmas Eve, when most 
financial markets were closed 
for the Christmas holiday. 

In a brief statement the Lon- 
don International Financial Fu- 
tures and Options Exchange 
(Liffei. one of Europe's leading 
market for derivatives and 
futures, said that Griffin was in 
default and warned other com- 
panies against doing business 
with the firm. 

It was only the second time 
in the exchange’s history that 
it had declared a member in de- 


fault - a technical term which 
means the company is in 
breach of its trading rides and 
may not be able to pay its 
debts. The other occasion was 
when Barings collapsed after 
Leeson’s bets on the move- 
ments of the Japanese stock 
market had led to a £860m loss. 

Life declined to comment on 
the reasons for the default, but 
sources dose to the company 
said that Griffin, which has 
been trading on the US leading 
exchange, the Chicago Board of 
Trade (CBOT) since 1976. had 
been hit by a huge loss by one 
of its London dealers. 


Griffin acts as a "dealing 
house", an intermediary be- 
tween the independent Liffe 
traders, known as “locals", and 
the exchange. The firm guar- 
antees and settles the deals 
carried out by the dealers, in 
exchange for a fee. 

According to the sources, 
one of the “locals", who are 
renowned in financial carries for 
their colourful jackets and pas- 
sion for alcohol and fast cars, 
had lost over $8m on German 
derivatives, a complex and 
high-risk financial instrument 

An industry source said: “We 
are not talking about the sort of 


figure that would make a major 
bank blanch but in relation to 
this firm’s resources there was 
a significant loss." 

iy Fahner, chairman of 
Mayer Brown & Platt, Griffin's 
lawyers, confirmed the loss. 
“What I know is there was a 
trader in London that cleared 
through Griffin Trading Com- 
pany’s London branch and 
that person substantially ex- 
ceeded their trading parame- 
ters and resulted in a very 
large loss," he said. 

Mr Fahner said Griffin, 
which employs about 50 people 
in the United States, was set to 


give up its membership of the 
CBOT because it no longer 
met the minimum capital 
requirements set by the US 
regulators. 

Liffe insiders were surprised 
by the news of Griffin's depar- 
ture. One trader said that the 
company, which is co-owned by 
Farrell “Tex" Griffin and Roger 
Griffin - was a well-known pres- 
ence in the Lifie’s trading pits. 
“This is a reputable firm, which 
deals with at least 30 to 40 
locals. They are not a one- : 
man band, they are a fairly 
established and well-known 
organisation.” 
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Branson is 
forced to 
ditch in sea 


RICHARD BRANSON yesterday 
abandoned his bid to become 
the first balloonist to travel 
non-stop around the world after 
hitting bad weather over the 
Pacific Ocean. 

Coastguards with para- 
medics and helicopter support 
were put on standby to rescue 
the Virgin tycoon as low pres- 
sure forced him to abandon his 
expedition in shark- infested 
waters near Hawaii 

The descent, after a series of 
crises, came short of the 10,406- 
mile record set by his co-pilot, 
Steve Fosse tt, last year 

Mr Branson announced his 
derision at 1pm yesterday. “I 
am sorry to have let people 
down." he told staff at his Lon- 
don headquarters. The low- 
pressure weather which had 
stalled his journey was “like a 
solid brick wall", be said 

Putting a brave face on his 
third unsuccessful attempt to 
break the last great aviation 
record, Mr Branson added: 
“Until today, the voyage had 
been a fascinating journey." 

An equally deflated project 
director; Mike Kendrick, said: 
“So near and yet so far ... The 
weather has beaten us. We 
have failed" 

The three- strong team, con- 
sisting of Mr Branson, Mr Fbs- 
sett and Per Lindstrand, had 
been hoping to celebrate with 
a Christmas stew as they flew 
over the United States. Instead 
they spent the day trying to 
ditch the 279ft high balloon in 
the sea off the island of Oahu, 


By Clare Garner 
and Louise Jury 

near Hawaii It was the exper- 
imental craft’s first landing. 

The balloon had already 
gone more than halfway 
around the world since taking 
off in Morocco on 18 December. 
Crossing the world's biggest 
ocean was always going to be 
the most dangerous part of the 
journey. Earlier problems were 
political. 

On Tuesday, the balloon 
drifted off an agreed course 
over China. Peking ordered the 
balloon to land but after the in- 
tervention of Tuny Blair and 
others the Chinese relented 

The balloon then managed to 
avoid North Korea, which had 
refused permission to enter its 
airspace. Mr Branson was 
forced to alter his original Sight 
path to avoid US and British 
bombing strikes on Iraq, and 
then had to negotiate a narrow 
corridor between Russia and 
Iran, both of which refused use 
of their airspace. 

But it was the weather which 
got the better of them. They 
feared they would have to 
spend at least a week trying to 
navigate their way out of the low 
pressure system. “We'd go 
around in circles for a week and 
still not be able to do anything 
about it" Mr Kendrick said 

Mr Kendrick said they had 
missed by about an hour the 
Mgh westerly winds that would 
have whisked them the rest of 
the way across the Pacific. 
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Even though BT are being pressured to reduce 
their prices to call mobile phones, they still charge 
you up to twice as much as First Telecom. 
We can also save you up to 50% off your 
national and international calls to over 230 
St countries. We won't have to touch your existing 
phone, line or number. Just add First Telecom's 
l service to your existing BT phone. 5o join our 
Ja 300,000 customers today, you'd be mad not to. 

f 0800 458 0004 


COUMREODS BETWEEN FIRST TELECOM EASY PHONE AND BT STANDARD RATES 
FIRST TELECOM EASY PHONE RATES TO MOBILE PH0RE5 ARE APPLICABLE 
TO THE Z8TH FEBRUARY ISM. EASY PHONE RATES ARE CHANGED PGR SECOND. 
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. IN TOMORROWS INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 


4 I am convinced that hunting, properly conducted, is not immoral at all. I don’t 
expect others to agree with me. But I do expect them to tolerate my views 

Roger Scruton on the Boxing Day Meet 



THE BEST-WRITTEN SUNDAY PAPER IN BRITAIN, FEATURING RUTH PADEL, AN WILSON, JEREMY CLARKE, PETER YORK, JOAN SMITH, 
SION SIMON, GILBERT ADAIR, DEAR ANNIE, MICHAEL BYWATER, DAVID THOMSON AND CAPTAIN MOONLIGHT 





Pope says stop 
sales of arms 


THE POPE used his Christmas 
address yesterday to call for an 
end to arms production and a 
ban on the death penalty 
throughout the world. 

Speaking in the Vatican he 
said that a halt in arms sales 
was necessary to “restrain 
the bloodied hand of those re- 
sponsible for genocide and 
crimes of war". 

He added “May Christmas 
help to strengthen and renew the 
consensus concerning the need 
for urgent and adequate mea- 
sures to halt the production and 
sale of aims, to defend human 
life, to ban the death penalty" 

His appeal lor the abolition 
of capital punishment was sig- 
nificant, coming a month before 
a trip to the United States, 
where 500 convicted killers have 
been executed since the death 
penalty was reinstated in 1976. 


By LINUS GKEGORIAPIS 

In Britain, Cardinal Basil 
Hume appealed for Christ 
not to be “squeezed out" of 
Christmas and millennium 
celebrations. Speaking at West- 
minster Cathedral in London, the 
leader of the Catholic Church in 

England and Whies, said: “What 
are you celebrating? Yfe have 
squeezed God out of our culture, 
and so, paradasicalty we have al- 
most succeeded in removing 
Christ out of Christmas.’' 

The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury also warned that Britain 
was neglecting its spiritual 
health. During a service at 
Canterbury Cathedral, Dr 
George Carey said “Successive 
governments have taken a 
commendably close interest in 
measuring the qualify of British 
life, as a necessary part of the 


BRITAIN TODAY 


process of trying to improve it 
But all too often those efforts... 
take no account of our spiritu- 
al health as a nation and of the 
inward life of each and every 
one of us round which every- 
thing else revolves.” 

In her Christmas broadcast, 
the Queen called for an alliance 
of young and old. “It Is not al- 
ways easy for those in their 
teens or twenties to believe that 
someone of my age -of the older 
generation - might have some- 
thing useful to say to them." 

The parents of Stephen 
Lawrence used their “alterna- 
tive” Christmas broadcast on 
Channel 4 to call for new laws 
to tackle racist crimes. Doreen 
Lawrence, whose son was 
killed in a racist attack in south 
London in 1993, said this year’s 
inquiry into the murder was an 
“opportunity for real change”. 



Pope John Bud n meeting Eduardo Lopeziira deft) and Marianna Romero, from 
Mexico, in St Peter’s Basilica yesterday . He is to visit their country in January Reuters 


RAF rescues 
Britons from 
Sierra Leone 
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FORECAST 

General Situation Most of [he country will start dry but cold and breezy. Cloud 
will quickly build across south-west England. Wales and Northern Ireland, and the 
wind win strengthen. Gales are likely In the these areas during the morning and 
will be accompanied by heavy rain. This wet and windy weather Is oipected to 
spread north and east during the afternoon. The rain will edge Into southern Scot- 
land and will turn to snow over the highlands, but northern Scotland will have a 
mix of sunny spells and showers 

SE England, London, E Anglia, EANE England: Starting cold but bright then 
turning wet and windy this afternoon. A strong to gale force south-westaly wind. 
Max temp 8- 1 QC (46-5QF). 

Gent 5 England, Channel Is. midlands: A dry start, but wind will strengthen to 
bring ram. A strong to gale force south-westerly wind. Max temp 9-1 1C (4B-52F). 
S1W England. Wales: Clouding over as heavy rain moves across. Winds potentially 
damaging, increasing to gale force south-westerly. Max temp 9-1 1C (48-52F). 

Cent N ft NW England, Lake Disc, Isle of Man: Starnng dry Put becoming wer 
and windy. A strong to gale force south-westerly wind. Max temp 6-flC (43-46F). 
N Ireland: Very windy with heavy showers. A strong to gale force sou rh- westerly 
wind, backing norm -westerly later. Max temp 5-7C I41-45F). 

NE ft NW Scotland, WAN Isles: Mostly dry at first, but rain and hill-snow will 
spread from rhe south-wesr this afternoon. Increasingly stormy winds cowards 
evening. Max temp 3-5C (37-* IF}. 

SE ft SW Scotland. Glasgow. Edinburgh, Aberdeen: Heavy rain and hill-snow 
spreading north accompanied by Increasingly strong winds with severe gales possi- 
ble before the end of the day. Max temp 5-6C (37-43F)- 


OUTLOOK 

Sunday will see further outbreaks of rain in the south, but the north will have a 
blustery mb' of sunny spells and scattered showers, the showers wintry across 
rhe Scottish highlands. Monday will remain showery, especially in rhe west, bur 
the east will have some sunny breaks. 

TRAVEL 


London: AJ1 Fnchtey Rd. From Swtss 
» to Fortune Green. Major works at 
' Rd Gyratory. Ltatf 31ot December. 
flgeaWra Al between Akwnbuiy 
and Haddon. Construction, lane closures 
and contraflow. Until 31st December 
BucMnghamMra: MrtO between freiansla 
(M2S) & 3 IWycombe East). Three narrow 
lanes both ways and a SO rrph speed fimh m 
Loroo. Urt* 1st January 1999. 

Bristol: MS J ia-1 9. Major Roadworks on 

Avonmouth Bridge. Untfl 1 St January 2001. 
Lancashire: MS Betweai J27 Standfsh arel 
J28 Leytand. Roadworks: conroftow and a 


50m ph speed tort atasr side of Chamock 
Wdhard Sentaa. Untfl 19th Ftouary 1909. 
West VbrkoWto: Ml Between J42 Lofihouse 
Interchange (M62) and J43 Stouiton. 
Roadworks and a SOmph speed BmiL 
Until 3 1st December 1998. 

Cumbria: MG J37 Kendal Roadworks, car- 
nageway reduced to 2 lanes both ways wllh 
a bompti speed ImiL 1 mBe south ot the |unc- 
fion. Unfit 18th January 1999. 

AA Roadmedc CaB 0336 401 777 Per the 
latest local and national traffic news. Sore: 
The Automobile hssodadon. Calks Charged 
at 50p per min (Inc VAT). 


LIGHTING UP 


Belfast 

Birndogfiaiti 

Bristol 

Glasgow 

London 

Manchester 

Newcastle 


4.02pm to 8.46am 
3.58pm to 8.18am 
4.07pm to 8.15am 
3.47pm to 8.48am 
3.57pm to 8.06am 
3.54pm to 8.25am 
3.43pm to 8.31am 


HIGH TIDE5 



AM 

HT 

PM 

HT 

Awodmootli 

- 

- 

1200 

11.3 

Cord 

10.37 

4.0 

11.06 

3.9 

D—onpott 

10.06 

4 3 

10.44 

4.7 

Do mer 

3.36 

6.1 

4.11 

5.8 

Da a Daghata 

4.46 

3.5 

4.56 

3.8 

Ratooach 

9.37 

4.7 

10.15 

4.5 

Greenadt 

5.21 

3.2 

5.32 

3J 

Harwich 

4.14 

3.6 

4.57 

3.6 

FahBoatfa 

09:37 

4.7 

22:15 

4.5 

Grecnadi 

05:21 

3.2 

17:32 

3.3 

HaE (AMan Mil 1:15 

7.6 

23:28 

7.B 

Liverpool 

03:51 

8.1 

16:20 

8.4 

Mnrord Haven 

11:12 

6.0 

23:44 

5.7 

Naieqoaf 

10:11 

6.1 

22:44 

5.8 

RmJand 

1 i:36 

1.7 

- 

_ 

Holyhead 

03:11 

4.8 

15:33 

5.1 

Klnes Lynn 

11:23 

5.5 

23:32 

5.8 

Leith 

07:40 

4.9 

19:55 

4 3 

Parotid 

00:41 

4.0 

13:16 

4.1 

Scarborough 

09:14 

5.0 

21:26 

5.1 

Wick 

04:17 

3.0 

16:25 

32 


AIR QUALITY 

Today’s readings 


London 

NO* 

Moderate 

SO* 

Good 

S England 

Good 

Good 

Wains 

Good 

Good 

C England 

Good 

Good 

N England 

Good 

Good 

Scotland 

Good 

Good 

N Inland 

Good 

Good 


SUN a MOON 


Son rises: 08.06 
Sunsets: 15.57 
Moon rtse*:12.13 
Moos sets: - 
Last Quarter: Ibday 




WEATHER LINE 

For me latest forecasts dial 0891 5809 
tallowed by the two digits for your area. 
Source: The Met. Office Calls charged at 
50p per min (tac VAT) 
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YESTERDAY 


EXTREMES 

Gt Yarmouth 12C (54F) 
Coldest (day): Avlemore 3C (37F) 
Wettxsr Liscome. Devon 0.87 Ins 
Smnlest: Montrose. Angus 3.5 firs 
For 24hrs ro 2pm Christmas Day 



Son 

hrs 

Rain 

in 

Mm 

•C ‘F 

Aberriann 

0 

0.11 

6 

43 

Anglesey 

0 

0.40 

1 1 

52 

Avlemom 

0 

0.09 

6 

43 

pnlfast 

- 

0.08 

10 

50 

Birmingham 

0.5 

0.07 

6 

43 

Bournemouth 

1.1 

0.11 

9 

48 

Bristol 

02 

0.01 

9 

48 

Buxton 

0.5 

0.16 

5 

41 

Cardiff 

0 

0.13 

10 

50 

Ctaocon 

6.4 

0J4 

6 

43 

Cromer."-- 

4:6 


48. 

Ednborgb 

. 0 

0.02 

9 

48 

Exmouth 

0 

.0.06 

10 

SO 

Fishguard 

0 

0.14 


50 

FoQuestoaa 

6.6 

0.24 

7 

45 

Glasgow 

0 

0.22 

9 

48 

Hastings 

>Va 




Hove . 

n/a 




Iste-or-man 

0 

0.20 

11 

52 

Lslo-of -wight 

3.4 

0.14 

9 

48 

Jersey 

2.1 

0.13 

9 

48 

Kendal 

0 

0.57 

B 

47 

Leeds 

0.8 

0.01 

7 

45 

Larvrich 

0 

0.43 

6 

43 

UtHefamnpcon 3.9 

0.18 

9 

48 

LoodCMi 

4.8 

0.04 

a 

46 

Lowestoft 

3.0 

0.11 

5 

41 

Manchester 

0 

0.03 

6 

43 

Margate 

6.3 

0.39 

7 

45 

Moreounbe 

0 

0.26 

6 

43 

Newcastle 

0 

0.02 

6 

43 

Newquay 

n/a 




Norwich 

5.6 

0.11 

6 

43 

Oxford 

1.2 

0.13 

7 

45 

Rass-oo-wyv 

<Va 




Sal combe 

iVa 




SarfwnMgh 

1.8 

0.14 

6 

43 

Shrewsbury 

0 

0.02 

8 

46 
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Rain 

OR SHINE... 


GALES gusting to 70m ph are 
set to sweep across Britain 
today after a mild Christmas 
Day. 

Although most of the coun- 
try will start dry, wet and se- 
vere windy weather will 
spread quickly across the 
north and west of the UK with 
snow over northern hills and 
mountains - 
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THE RAF was racing against 
time last night to evacuate 
hundreds of stranded Britons 
from the embattled west 
African state of Sierra Leone, 
amid tears that a rebel assault 
on the capital might result in 
the closure of the airport 

Two RAF Hercules jets suc- 
ceeded on Christmas Eve in 
airlifting 81 foreign nationals 
from Freetown, where a rebel 
offensive against Ahmad Thjan 
Kabbah's government has es- 
calated in the last few days. 

The evacuees, who included 
70 Britons and nine Italian 
Catholic priests, were taken to 
D akar, in Senegal, further up 
the west African coast They 
were ejected to fly to London 
last ni gh t, on an RAF ’fristar 

“This is a precautionary 
measure, because of the dete- 
riorating security situation," 
said a Foreign Office 
spokesman. “The situation is 
volatile. The rebels have a pret- 
ty awful history of atrocity and 
we don't want any of our na- 
tionals put at risk." 

In New York, the United Na- 
tions said on Christmas Eve it 
was evacuating about one-third 
of its staff from Freetown to 
nearby Guinea and ordering 
all other UN personnel sta- 
tioned around the country to 
head for the capital Washing- 
ton also told ITS government 
personnel to leave the country 
and advised American citizens 
to follow. 

The panic follows a rebel at- 
tack on the town of Waterloo on' 
Wednesday, only 18 miles from 
i Freetown. -ft -was the^dosest - - 


by makcus Tanner 
rebel raid to the capital since 

a Nigerian-led African peace- 

keeping force restored Presi- 
dent Kabbah to power earlier " . 3 
this year. . ; 

An army faction toppled - - • 
President Kabbah in May 1997 . 
and has regrouped outside the ■ cL- 
capital since the Nigerians 
forced them out with strong . ■ 
support from Britain last yean , 
The rebels intensified their ^ 

campai g n after their leader; ;f- 

Fbday Sankoh, was sentenced , ■ 
to death in Freetown for trea-" J- 
son in October. . 

The rebels are notorious for . * 

their vicious attacks on civil- -- 
ians, and for raping, murdering- . 
and mu tilating their victims. - 
An MoD spokeswomen said ; " 
about 300 British nationals were ' 
expected to be flown out Nige- r ' ^ 
ria, the main power involved in -\“‘v 
the regional peacekeeping • ' 
force, flew an extra 1,000 troops • ‘ : “ • 
to Freetown to bolster its army . 
of 5,000 in Sierra Leone. . i 
Some Britons have derided ff*:. 
to stay, in spite of the growing -1 ’ == . 
security risk, includfrig the* 

High Commissioner and an as- -'- - ^ 
sistant After the other Britons : v . .^ 
are evacuated they may also 'V.' 
leave. . "/■*} 

Britain insisted die airlift (fid 
not mean it was washing its ' ^ 
hands of Sierra Leone, a for-. 
mer colony. “The feet that we -.. 
have evacuated as a precau-' : } 
tionary measure doesn’t di- * ^ 

minish our very strong support 
for President Kabbah's demo- 
craticalty elected govwnment,” 
the Forrign Office ^ £ & • :U 


Pensioner killed 
delivering gifts 


Low S Is slow moving. Low R will move noith-easc and fill as Low T moves 
north-east maintaining its central pressure. High M is stationary. 
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AN ELDERLY woman was 
killed as she delivered pre- 
sents yesterday- one of several 
Christmas Day tragedies 
around the country. 

Elizabeth Giacopazzi 74, of 
‘Iteeedmouth, Northumberland, 
died instantly after being struck 
by a car as she crossed the Al, 
south of Berwick-upon-TVreed. 
She had been delivering Christ- 
mas presents. 

A passenger was killed early 
yesterday when he leaned out 
of a car window and hit his head 
on a tree, police said. 

The accident happened at 
i.40am at the Herriard Cross- 
roads in EUisfield, Hampshire. 
Police said last night that 
they were still investigating 
the incident 

A 10-year-old boy suffered 
head and leg injuries in an ac- 
cident involving a police car in 
South Shields, Tyne and Wear, 
on Christmas Eve. The boy, who 
has not been named, is in in- 
tensive care at Newcastle Gen- 
eral Hospital, where a 


spokesman said he was “poct^j 
ly but stable”. t 

Earlier in the week a nine- 
year-old boy was killed in a car - 
crash on his way to visit Santa’s 
grotto at Marweli Zoo near 
Winchester in Hampshire. 
Patrick Kaye died when his 
family's Renault Espace col- 
lided with a lorry on the Spit- 
fire Link Road 
In Glasgow, a 63-year-old 
man died in a Christmas Eve 
blaze in his tenement home. Po- 
lice discovered the body of 
John Leatham. at StirlingfauJd 
Place, in the Gorbals area off 
city, shortly after 7pm. 

In a separate incident, five 
people were taken to Glasgow 
Royal infirmary for treatment 
for burns and smoke inhalation 
following a blaze in the East 
End of the city The fire broke 
out shortly before 2am yester- 
day in a ground floor flat in a 
tenement block at Riddrie 
Khowes, Riddrie. None of those 
taken to hospital were thought 
to be seriousty injured 


The John Lewis Clearance. 
It s like a sale, only better. 


Starts Tuesday. 
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At John Lewis Department Stores, even during a clearance, it's business as usual. 1 means that if we find a local retailer offering the same goods at a lower price, we 
For instance our pricing policy, summed up by 'Never Knowingly Undersold', I will reduce ours accordingly, even if their goods are in a sale. We still deliver 


JOHN LEWIS 

Department Stores 
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LONDON: OXFORD STREET. BRENT CROSS. ABERDEEN, CHEADLE, CRlBBS CAUSEWAY (JUNCTION 17, M5). EDINBURGH, HIGH WYCOMBE. KINGSTON. MILTON KEYNES. PETERBOROUGH. WELWYN. ALSO AT: PETER JONES LON00 n!baiPIBR1DGE , 

CALEYS -WINDSOR. COLE BROTHERS - SHEFFIELD. GEORGE HENRY LEE-LIVERPOOL, HEELAS- READING. JESSOP « SON • NOTTINGHAM, KNIGHT & LEE-SOUTHSEA. ROBERT SAYLE- CAMBRIDGE, TREWlNS- WATFORD TYRRELL & rb»u " NEWCAStle - BONDS -NORWICH, 

uREEN • SOUTHAMPTON. 
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Scotland will soon run out of snow 
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SNOW WILL virtually vanish 
fr«m Scotland In the coining 
j«*ntuiy. according to the Me- 
teorological Office's latest su- 
percomputer model of global 
climate change. 

The Met Office's figures 
show that the onset of global 
warming will lead to increased 
precipitation over northern 
Britain - which will fall as 
heavy rain, rather than snow, 
because of an anticipated rise 
in air temperatures. 

Snowfall in Scotland is fore- 
cast to decline sharply, to a frac- 
tion of its present leveL 

The prediction, contained 
in unpublished data seen by 
The Independent, is ominous 


By Michael McCarthy 
Environment Cor respondent 

news for the Scottish siding in- 
dustry, which two months ago 
received a long-awaited boost 
when planning permission was 
granted for a new Ci5m funic- 
ular railway to transport skiers 
to the top of the Cairngorm 
mountains. v 

The warmer winters north of 
the border mean good snow 
conditions are bard to find, and 
the highest peaks, at just over 
4,000ft, are less than a third the 
height of Alpine summits. 

At Glens hee in the warm 
winter of 1991-92, the number 
of skier-days, which can be 
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Tally Ho! 
Hunts get 
ready for 
the biggest 
showdown 


HUNTSMEN AND their oppo- 
nents are gearing up to do bat- 
tle in greater numbers than 
ever before today, as up to half 
a million people turn out to fol- 
low the hounds at traditional 
Boxing Day meets. 

A new mood of confidence 
-’Cfll boost the festive atmos- 
phere following the collapse of 
last year's attempt to push 
through a ban on hunting with 
hounds. Around 300 packs are 
expected to take to the fields. 

But opponents of hunting 
will also be out in force. Around 
1.500 saboteurs are expected to 
try to disrupt the meets and 
thousands more will take part 
in peaceful protests. The failure 
of a private member's Bill, pro- 
moted by the Worcester MP 
- jphaelFbstec may have given 
a jolt to campaigners. A Mori 
poll published today by the 
League Against Cruel Sports 
suggests that two out of three 
people would now vote for a ban 
in local polls. 

The Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, has halted plans to push 
through a new law on hunting 
until the reform of the House of 
Lords is complete, arguing that 
the votes of hereditary peers, 
— '^pfwhom are landowners, 
would block tiae move. But a 
backbench committee of Labour 
MPs has drawn up plans for local 
referendums on the issue. They 
believe this would help them to 
get round the huntsmen's ar- 
gument that urban dwellers who 
are anti-hunting do not under- 
stand rural life. 

Anti-hunting groups are op- 
timistic that the Government 
will publish p lans to abolish the 
sport before the millennium. 

Mori questioned almost 
2,000 people across Britain ear- 
lights month on whether they 
- : v? d support a ban, and ex- 
actly two-thirds said they would 
vote “yes" to such a move in a 
local referendum. One in five 


By Fran Abrams 
W estminster Correspondent 

said they would oppose a ban 
and one in seven did not know. 

Mike Baker, United King- 
dom director of the international 
animal welfare group Ifaw. said 
the poll demonstrated a deep- 
seated belief among British 
people that hunting should be 
banned. “These figures will 
send a shiver down the spine of 
Boxing Day hunt supporters up 
and down the country. Nothing 
the hunting fraternity has done 
over the last year, a period 
when they threw everything 
Into their campaign to defend 
blood sports, has had any 
marked effect on public opin- 
ion," he said. 

The poll also asked how peo- 
ple .would view the Govern- 
ment if it did not acton hunting, 
but found opinions divided Just 
over four in ten said their trust 
in the Government would be 
shaken if it did not impose a 
ban, but a similar number said 
a failure to take action would 
have no impact on their views. 

The anti-hunting groups are 
also pleased with the over- 
whelming vote for a ban in the 
House of Commons last year 
when 411 MPs gave it their 
backing. 

While the majority of the 
thousands of protesters who 
wQl be out today will make 
their views known peacefully, 
the Hunt Saboteurs' Associa- 
tion says the failure of the Mr 
Foster’s private member's Bill 
has swelled its membership. 
Dawn Preston, northern 
spokeswoman for the associa- 
tion, said a “backlash" against 
the Government following the 
collapse of the Bill had led to re- 
newed militancy. 

“It will be difficult to find a 
saboteur sitting on his backside 
on Boxing Day. It will be a big 
day for the hunt, and so we will 


180,000 in a good year, fell to 
only 1Z5Q0. But the number will 
fall even further, according to 
the latest mathematical model 
of the world's climate. 
HADCM3. constructed at the 
Hadley Centre for Climate Pre- 
diction and Research at Brack- 
nell in Berkshire - one of the 
world’s leading dimate-change 
research bodies. 

The model, first run in the 
autumn on the Hadley Centre’s 
Cray T3E supercomputer, 
simulates the atmosphere with 
the greenhouse gases that the 
world is relentlessly pumping 
into it i such as carbon dioxide 
from cars and power stations), 
which retain more of the sun's 
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heat - creating what is known in northern Britain, as average 
as the greenhouse effect. temperatures rise by an ex- 
The simulation shows that peeled 3C by 2100 - a massive 
winter rainfall will get heavier increase. It also shows a dra- 


matic decline in snowfall in 
Scotland north of the Clyde 
and the Fbrth. By the end of 
the century snowfall is pre- 
dicted to be barely a tenth of 
what it is now. 

Dr Geoff Jenkins, head of the 
climate prediction programme 
at the Hadley Centre, said: 
“The temperature rise will 
mean that more of the precip- 
itation in Scotland will fall as 
rain rather than snow, so the 
amount of snowfall will drasti- 
cally reduce. 

“There will be huge year- 
to-year variability, and there 
will be some winters when 
snowfall is still normal We can- 
not claim adequate simulation 


on a year-to-year basis, but we 
do c laim to reflect the under- 
lying trend.'’ 

Snowfall is also likely to de- 
crease over England and 
Wales, but it is in Scotland - 
starting from a higher base - 
that the decline will be most 
marked. 

The heavy rain likely to 
replace it will do nothing to 
make Scottish winters more 
attractive. 

Scotland's ski industry cen- 
tres on five resorts: Ben Nevis, 
Glencoe, Glenshee. The LecbL 
and Cairn Gorm. 

The season runs from Jan- 
uary to April with the February 
mid-term school holidays a cru- 


cial business period. Last 
October, after a long planning 
battle, the Scottish Court of 
Session in Edinburgh gave 
permission for the new £l5m 
funicular railway to be driven 
up into the Cairngorm moun- 
tains to replace the ageing 
chairlift 

Conservation organisations, 
led by the World Wide Rind for 
Nature and the Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds, had 
objected on the grounds that 
the large engineering works 
would be out of place in one of 
Britain's most remarkable 
wilderness areas. 

Construction of the railway 
is due to begin in the new year. 
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Fred the horse greeting one^of^ Tiverton foxhounds as they prepare for the Boxing Day liimLlronn^ 300 packs are expected to be out today 
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make it a big day for us as well," 
she said. 

The pro-hunting lobby re- 
mains defiant, however, and 
its supporters now feel sure 
their sport will survive. A 
spokeswoman for the Coun- 
tryside Alliance said almost all 
Britain's 303 packs of hounds 
would be out on Boxing Day, 
with 189 of them hunting foxes. 
Be tween 300.000 and 500,000 
people would either be hunting 
or would be out supporting the 
hunt, a spokeswoman said. 

While anti-hunt groups claim 
that hound packs are being 
merged or dosed for lack of in- 
terest, the alliance says support 
and attendances are steady. 

Alistair Jackson, director of 
the Master of Fox Hounds As- 
sociation. said many hunts had 
more riders than ever before, 
possibly because of the threat 
of a ban last year. “1 think peo- 
ple who live in the country do 
think perhaps they wfll make an 
extra effort to go an support the 
hunt on Boxing Day. I think 
everyone in the country feels 
under threat," he said. 


The alliance’s chief press of- 
ficer; Bruce Macpberson, said 
there was now more confidence 
that hunting had a future. The 
sport employed around 16,000 
people and made a positive 
contribution to the preservation 
of habitats for wildlife, he said. 

“H untin g is a humane 
means of managing the fox 
which is a pest to farmers, and 
it can only take place because 
of continuing support from 
farmers," he said. 

Angela Smith, Labour MP 
for Basildon and former bead 
of political and public relations 
for the League Against Cruel j 
Sports, has been out protesting 1 
every Boxing Day for the past 
15 years. This year she will be 
at Maldon in Essex. Sbe says 
each year more people have ex- 
pressed their disapproval and 
claims the number of riders has 
diminish ed. 

“With the horses and riders, 
it's quite a dramatic scene, and 
people do turn out to look at it 
But I have seen them come to 
look and then cross the road to 
join the protest” she said 
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Ministers impose new tax 
on restaurants and shops 


A £2-A-WEEK “tax” on every 
food shop and restaurant in the 
* ”^try will be proposed by the 
Government next month to pay 
for the new Food Standards 
Agency. 

A cabinet committee agreed 
before Christmas to give the go- 
ahead to the controversial li- 
censing scheme for a fiat 
charge on an estimated 600,000 
outlets selling food, to meet 
around half of the £l00m run- 
ning costs for the agency 

The agency is intended to 
restore public confidence in 
the British food industry after 
a series of crises affecting pub- 
lic health. 

Whitehall officials shelved 
the scheme after an outcry 
from the food industry when the 
White Paper was first published 
last January. The Fbod and 
Drink Federation described the 
flat fee as a “food poll tax”. 

But Tbqy Blair ordered min- 
revive the plan- to foffil 
- LidTour manifesto commit- 
ment - when it became dear 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

that a deal with Tory and cross- 
bench peers over reform of 
the Lords would provide more 
parliam entary time for more 
legislation in this session. 

To the dismay of the food in- 
dustry, the Prime Minister has 
given the plan the highest pri- 
ority and ordered ministers to 
get it on to the statute book by 

the autumn. Downing Street be- 
lieves the agency’s work is vital 
to restore public confidence 
after a series of fbod scares, in- 
cluding Creutzfeldt Jakob dis- 
ease from infected beef, and an 
E.coli food poisoning epidemic 
in Scotland which left 20 people 
dead and 400 ilL 
. “We think £2 a week is rea- 
sonable, and it was the only way 

of raising the money," said a 
ministerial source. “One prob- 
lem is that we can’t put a 
charge on imported fbod so it 
will have to go on stores and 
restaurants." 



Brown: Lost battle for the 
Treasury to fond agency 

Nick Brown, the Agriculture 
Minister, appears to have has 
lost his battle for the Treasury 
to bear the full running costs of 
the agency. 

Restaurateurs and shop- 
keepers may pass on the cost 
to customers by raising prices. 
Although many owners will be 
able to afford a £i00-a-year 
charge, they are concerned 


that the cost could escalate, 
once the levy is introduced. 

Mr Brown confirmed the go- 
ahead for the scheme in a writ- 
ten answer on the last day of 
Parliament before the Christ- 
mas break. 

Ministers argued that the 
credibility of the agency would 
be undermined if its indepen- 
dence was compromised and 
Mr Blair had ordered that it 
should be under the minister- 
ial responsibility of the 
Department of Health. 

To preserve its indepen- 
dence, ministers will surest to 
MPs that it reports jointly to the 
select committees for health 
and agriculture, in a rare merg- 
ing of the committees for spe- 
cial hearings. There were 
rumours in Westminster that of- 
ficials at Ministry of Agriculture 

Fisheries and Fbod had fought 
a rearguard action to prevent 
the agency being fully inde- 
pendent by making it answer- 
able to Maff. but that was 
denied by ministerial sources. 


yesterday you got a computer and now you’re 
itching to get on the net . the chances are 
everything you need is already there on your 
computer . all you need to do is switch it on 
and find the ‘internet connection wizard’, 
a quick look in your manual will tell you how 
to get there . from there it’s a matter of o 
few simple clicks . remember when you come 
to the ‘setup options’ screen , you want the 
'automatic' option . then all that remains is for 
you to choose demon from the list of service 
providers and head off down the information 
superhighway . so from everyone at demon , 
a very happy clickmas . 

Demon Internet 

more people get on with us 
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•-T'rra r 


msmsiM 


IN2612N1 





uaDy eases pam 
of last Christmas 


Musician Pete Pender entertaining a patient at St Christopher's Hospice yesterday 


MagaU Delporte 


By CLARE Gabner 

for MOST of the patients who 
spent yesterday at St Christo- 
pher's Hospice, it was their last 
Christmas Day. They were en- 
couraged to celebrate in their 
own way whether it was with a 
glass of sherry and cigar in 
hand or with two King Charles 
spaniels lying on the bed. 

The higfcj’ght far many at the 
world’s first hospice came on 
Christmas Eve, whan staff and 
volunteers processed through 
the candlelit wards, humming 
carols and carrying Katie, a 
three^onth-okl baby, daughter 
of one of the ward managers. 

This tradition of carrying 
the youngest child of a member 
of staff to the patients’ bedsides 
began in '1970. Dame Cicely 
Saunders, who founded the 
worldwide hospice movement 
from such small beginnings at 
St Christopher's, used to join 



the procession. This year, at 80, 
she sat and listened. 

"The atmosphere is a very 
strange, paradoxical mixture of 
sadness and celebration which, 
I think, is the reality of Christ- 
mas,” said the Rev Lea Tamry 
the hospice’s chaplain for the 
past 11 years. “If the patients are 
well enough we give than a card 
sheet, otherwise they listen. 
They always want to see the 
baby and sometimes they want 
to hold the baby. It’s a very pow- 
erful symbol of life being in the 


context of death, a juxtaposition 
which is very welcomed." 

Anyone well enough to go 

home, if only fora few hours, (fid 
so yesterday. Joanne Luker; 
64, joined her daughter for 

Christmas lunch, knowing that 
if she needed any help or advice 
the home-care team was a 
phone call away. “You can’t re- 
alty put it into words what you 
feel and what you think, 11 she 
said. “Iffs not difficult, but it's 
not easy either because they 
are so perfect” 

Had Mrs Luker not been fit 
to leave the hospice, she would 
have been equally happy to 
stay. “1 would have been more 
than happy to have stayed here 
with the lovely atmosphere that 
surrounds the place,” she said. 

St Christopher's- in south- 
east London - is “a strangely 
Christmassy place”, as Mr 
Limn put it “We try to make 
what we do at Christmas recog- 
nisable to people who don’t nec- 
essary go to church but like the 
traditional bit In other words, 

the candles, m idnigh t, mass and 

the carols. We don’t tone down 
the jollities because sad people 


don't want it, because I think 
they do. Itying people and thrir 
relatives like the familiar 
around It’s almost more hn- 
portant to have the fami li ar.” 

Dame Cicely’s own husband 
was a patient at the hospice 
before he died in January 1995. 
She remembered: “I was m 
the ward with my husband. A 
very diffi cult man died who 
had been realty awful to his 
children. His daughter took the 
weeks be was with us to forgive 
him and to relate to him in a dif- 
ferent way. When it was Christ- 
mas Day the nurse in charge 
was abte to get in touch with the 
son, who had always refused 
to come, and he came to help 
his sister: He gave his father his 
last shave.” 

Christmas has a special 
m eaning for Dame Cicely^ 
whose life's work has been a w 
cation “There are many hidden 
places of poignancy at Christ- 
mas, but I know that the way 
care is given can reach the 
most hidden places. That can 
happen at any time of the year ■ 
and maybe has a special value 
on Christmas Day.” 
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Not that you need them. The Alfa 745 1.6 
Junior has been described as one of the most 
distinctive 3 door hatchbacks on the road. With 
its unique 120 bhp, Twin Spark 16V engine, you'll 
find it's more powerful and efficient than ever. 

It's also more attractive, with 15" alloy 
wheels, electric windows and door mirrors, 
leather steering wheel and gear knob, remote 
central locking, front fog lights, 6 speaker 
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HOW YOU CAN HELP 


. YES ! woald like to support - - 

The Independent Christmas Appeal • 

Make a credit card donation 

CALL NOW 

Freephone 0800 00 99 66 

Lines opap norfdai, 7am - 7pm . 

Alternatively, enclose a Cheque' Bocal Order* CAP VouOtv (detteas 
appropriate] tor € — ; made payable id ttn independent- Cnrlim.a a Appeal 




E»Sbnl vs* dtetdbuw hi cqsaTfftan-x TOVotaH funds rated to 
Host** and Action on Otter Mrute^aU resumed charities}* 
Haac* Mom: Fmm dme totfcne. Age 

AGE Action 
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In Brief 


Noye extradition backed 

A SPANISHprosecutorhas cbme out in favour of granting 
Britam’s request to extratfite Kenneth Noye, wanted for 
questioning over the death of Stephen Cameron in 1996 in 
a road-rage incident Mr Noye was held in Spain in August 

Hunt for missing party-goer 

TAYSlpE POLICE yesterday l a u nched a hunt for a woman 
who disappeared after a works Christmas party on 
Wednesday Salty Greig, 18* was last seen leaving the party 
at a hotel in Perth, intending to go to a nightclub. 

Pilot’s body found off Essex coast 

A BODY, believed to be the pilot of a jet which crashed 
into the sea, was found yesterday. The privately owned 
Jet Provost went down off the Essex coast on Thursday. 
Mice believe there was only one person on board. 
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IF YOU'RE LOOKING FOR A REASON 
TO BUY AN ALFA 145, HERE'S 4. 
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1 come back from my Saga Horn 

2 weeks older and 10 years younger. 
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radio cassette, alarm and immobiliser. 

It's a car whose looks and performance are 
only matched by its safety features, which 
include AB5, driver's airbag and side impact 
bars. All this for just £14,495* and you're left 
with far more than 4 reasons to buy an Alfa 
145. In fact there's more than enough reasons to 
take one for a test drive. To organise one, simply 
call 0800 718000 for your nearest dealer. 
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Serbian offensive 
ends Kosovo truce 
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A Koran liesin front of a Palestinian child as his mother prays at Jerusalem's al-Aqsa mosque. More than 150,000 
Muslims visited the mosque yesterday on the first Friday of the month of Ramadan Reuters 


THE FUTURE of the interna- 
tional monitoring mission in 
Kosovo was in doubt yesterday 
as the fragile truce in the 
province collapsed amid re- 
newed fierce fighting between 
Serbs and Albanians. 

William Walken American 
head of the unarmed mission, 
said his observers had been 
threatened by Serb police after 
they tried to reach the latest 
flashpoint in the town of Podu- 
jevo, north of the province's cap- 
ital Pristina, on Christmas Eve. 

“1 became more concerned 
about the security of my people 
afteryesterday's violence." Mr 
Walker said He said he feared 
the violence would worsen and 
that Serbia would not fulfil its 
pledge to guarantee the safety 
of the international observers. 

“The evidence I have seen so 
far shows that the government 
is incapable of ensuring their 
safety.” he said. 


By Marcus tanner 

Kosovo's crumbling truce 
appeared to collapse entirely on 
Christmas Eve after Serbia sent 
about 100 tanks into Podujevo in 
search of Albanian fighters from 
the pro -independence guerrilla 
movement, the Kosovo Libera- 
tion Army. The KLA killed a Serb 
policeman earlier this week. 
Yesterday, one Albanian, a six- 
year-old girl, was reported killed 
by Serbian forces, although the 
death toll is expected to rise. 

The assault elicited a decla- 
ration from the KLA that they 
regarded the American-bro- 
kered truce as over. 

“The KLA will not stay with 
arms crossed fbutj will attack 
and defend itself," the move- 
ment said in a statement carried 
in yesterday's Albanian-lan- 
guage media in the province. 

Fighting in Kosovo between 
local Albanians and the Serbian 
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authorities started in the spring 
It slowed in October after West- 
ern powers threatened Serbia 
with air strikes if it did not halt 
an offensive that drove hun- 
dreds of thousands of Albanian 
civilians from their homes. 

The Organisation for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe 
then deployed the observers, 
pending expected talks on au- 


tonomy for Kosovo, which show 
no sign of taking place. 

The European Onion envoy 
on Kosovo, Wolfgang Petritsch, 
warned Serbia yesterday that 
the West “will not tolerate an ex- 
cessive use of force by the Yu- 
goslav army" in the province. 

“Dozens of armoured vehi- 
cles and tanks have been ob- 
served deployed in the region," 
Mr Petritsch said. “Villages 
close to Podujevo are [being] at- 
tacked by heavy artillery". 

Nato’s Secretary-General, 
Javier Solans, said the Serb of- 
fensive was in “dear violation of 
the commitments" undertaken 
in October by Belgrade “We re- 
main folly vigilant and ready to 
act" he said 

Serbia's leader, Slobodan 
Milosevic, may be barg ainin g 
that the tough talk will not lead 
to action at a time when most 
Western leaders are on holiday 
and preoccupied with Iraq. 
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* Patriarch hits 
out at clerical 
big spenders 


>*sex coas 


By Marcus Tanner 

RUSSIAN priests, a hunted 
species in the days of the old 
Soviet Union, have been 
rebuked for their increasingly 
4 lavish lifestyles. 

The chastisement from the 
clergy's own spiritual father 
came just over a week before 
the faithful celebrate Christ- 
mas, which most Orthodox 
churches mark in the first 
week of January. 

The Patriarch of Moscow, 
Aleksy n. told a church meet- 
ing that too many priests 
were addicted to expensive 
cars and mobile phones at a 
time when many parishioners 
were struggling to stay alive, 
^ a newspaper reported yester- 

day. 

The Patriarch compared 
some of his dergy to “new 
Russians", the unpopular nou- 
veau riche mafiamen and 
businessmen notorious for 
vulgar displays of wealth. 

Some priests were out of 
touch with ordinary Russians, 
who are struggling to make 
ends meet as the economy 
goes through its worst crisis 
“^smce the Soviet collapse. 
Patriarch Alexy said. 

“Impoverished people see 
that they are not needed by 
anybody." he said. “Neither 
the state nor society is taking 
care of them, and now the 
church, too, shows that the 
rich and not the poor are 
closer to her.” 

The Patriarch complained 
that some priests were forming 
ties with dubious and even ille- 
gal businesses to obtain money 



Patriarch Aleksy'; ‘Priests 
out of touch with poor' 

Parishes had “business con- 
tacts with representatives of 
private companies, banks and 
the shadow economy", he 
said. “This does not corre- 
spond with Christian ethics." 

The complaints are an illus- 
tration of just how for the 
Orthodox Church has trav- 
elled since the Communist 
era, when churches were 
dosed, the nation was force fed 
with “scientific materialism" 
and believers were the butt of 
constant harassment and 
imprisonment. 

Today in Russia, as else- 
where in the Orthodox world, 1 
the church has undergone an 
astonishing revival, the bene- 
ficiary both of disenchantment 
with Communism, the rise of 
nationalism and a general 
feeling of contempt - or 
despair - about politics. 



* In Brief 

Gatecrashers kill eight at party 

EIGHT REVELLERS in South Africa's KwaZulu-Natal 
province were shot dead by a group of armed gatecrashers 
who had been refused entry to a Christmas Eve party in the 
town of Margate. When the men were turned away they 
fired random shots at party-goers. President Nelson 
Mandela said he was “shocked and outraged” by the lol l ing . 

Bin Laden urges revenge attacks 

THE EXILED Saudi dissident, Osama bin Laden, called on 
Muslims to attack United States and British citizens and 
interests to avenge the two countries’ air strikes on Iraq. 
Bin Laden, quoted in the London-based Asharq al-Awsat , 
said: “Anything that could be taken from them by force is 
a prize for the Muslims.” He is accused by the US of 
masterminding the US embassy bombings in Kenya and 
Tanzania. 

China tries fourth dissident 

CHINA WILL try a trade union activist, Zhang Shanguang, 
tomorrow for threatening national security. He will fece a 
court in Huaihua city, central Hunan Province, for “illegally 
providing information to overseas organisations", said the 
New York-based Human Rights in China. He will be the 
fourth opposition figure to face trial in two weeks. 

Worshippers overcome by fumes 

CARBON MONOXIDE fumes from a faulty heating system 
made 250 people sick who were attending Chris tm a s 
Mass in a church in Saverdun, in the Ariege region of 
south-west France. A crisis centre was set up to treat the 
worshippers with oxygen. 
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A bright array of glass candlesticks Geft) and boxes of many sizes to put anything in (top right) are among the choices from Carden Cunietti, with a sleigh bed from Simon Horn ^ enC * 1 

classical beds (second left), and a wire basket is among the selection from House which is putting all its favourite thing s from 1998 into one mail order catalogue and knocking 20 per cent otr me pnce m me 


No pain, no gain in the high street 



ON THE high street during the 
January sales, the happy new 
year shopper is much like the 
happy new year jogger - opti- 
mistic and courageous but sel- 
dom convincing. 

No pain ithe wallet-opening 
workout, the deft crowd- 
dodging drills and the discour- 
agement of seeing what you 
bought your mum for Christ- 
mas in a shop window at half 
the price), no gain (if you find 
what you're looking foe it'll no 


By rhiannon batten 
Shopping Editor 


doubt be for cheaper now than 
at any other time of year) is the 
motto of the day and, for the 
well-trained buyer; the effort 
may even be worth it 

Tb get in to good shopping 
shape, the path to success be- 
gins with decent preparation. 
Wandering lazily into town for 
a peek into Debenhams may 
well result in a surprise bargain 


but it may just as likely end in 
a tired, grumpy body and a car- 
rier bag foil of cushions that 
don't quite match your cur- 
tains and a retro-style cardi 
that's more frumpy than funky. 

Instead, start earfy in the 
day plan a route that won’t in- 
volve impromptu monetary de- 
tours and go armed with a 
specific shopping list 

January is a good month to 
revamp the house. For Lon- 
doners seeking luxurious dec- 


orative items, head for Carden 
Cunietti to grab yourself 20 to 
75 per cent off candle-holders, 
cushions and glassware. 

In south London, Designers 
Guild has reduced bed linen, 
blankets, towels, upholstery, 
tableware and accessories and 
in the east, there's Same, the 
funky furniture, lighting and 
home accessories store with up 
to 50 per cent off selected stock, 

including sofas from Aspiund 
and coloured crockery by Dib- 


bern. Beyond London, House is 
putting all its favourite thing s 
from 1998 into one mail order 
catalogue and knocking 20 per 
cent off them alL Choose from 
rustic china, French wire 
shelves and baskets, classic 
enamel pitchers and sisal 
baskets. 

For kitchen and tableware, 
Jerry's Home Store is offering 
Dualit combi toasters for £139, 
£20 less than usual, anri Mul- 
berry Hall has all manner of 


china, crystal and cutleiy in its 
sale, including €0 per cent off 
ViUeroy & Bosch seconds, 50 
per cent off silver frames and 
cutlery and 30 per cent off se- 
lected Spodebone china table- 
ware. 

Meanwhile, luxury kitchen- 
ware specialist David Mellar is 
offering 20 per cent off most 
ranges of cutlery 10 percent off 
everything else in the shop 
and up to 90 per coat reductions 
on many one-off pieces. Gra- 
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ham & Green's sale includes a 
24-piece plain stainless steel 
cutlery set reduced from £9935 
to £39.50. Richard Sapper 
chairs are reduced by 40 per 
cent and a six-candle chande- 
lier is half-price at £25. 

For the ultimate in linen try 
the Monogrammed Linen Shop 
for Lfly of the Valley embroi- 
dered angle sheet sets, re- 
duced from £179 to £125 and half 
pritv* gingham napkins £3 25 

each or The White House for 
luxury white towelling bath 
robes reduced from £79 to £49. 
fine cotton percale bed linen at 
half price, short cream silk 
neglige sets reduced from £775 
to £385 and baby Dior snow- 
suits reduced from £95 to 
£47.50. 

Hedge your bets whatever 
you're after at Heal's. From 
handmade beds at 15 per cent 
off to dried flowers for 50p a 
bunch and HeaFs own-label 
cologne reduced from £13.95 to 
£4J95,you should find something 
worth getting the credit card 
out for. 

And on the first day of the 
sale, Frasercard holders win be 
entitled to an extra 10 per cent 
off any purchases made at 
House of Fraser stores. Sale 
goods here include Summer- 
house checked bed linen re- 
duced by a third and Artame 
six-piece Cookware sets half 
price at £100, with a free roast- 
ing dish. 

Ebr ergonomic furniture, try 
Back2. Beds will be discounted 
by 15 per cent and anatomia 
k ne eli n g chairs will be reduced 
from £220 to £80. Meanwhile, 
Simon Horn Furniture spe- 
cialises in French and classical 
wooden beds and goods in- 
clude giant rosewood sleigh 
beds reduced from £5,335 to 
£2,100 and rosewood fit bateaux 
reduced hy over £2,000 to £975. 

But if it is somewhere to put 
all your presents, the Holding 
Company is the place to go. 
Quirky storage items have up 


to 50 per cent off throughout 
January, including 20 per cent 
off Etfa shelving systems and 10 
per cent off simple chrome 
racking. 

Christopher Wray is the 
place to find good lighting. Non- 
catalogue and discontinued 
lights, including table lamps, 
pendant lights, wall-brackets 
and exterior lighting, wiH be re- 
duced from between 10 and 50 
per cent and, for larger pur- 
chases such as kitchen appli- 
ances and white goods, try 
Buyers & Sellers. Goods here 





Molton Brown skin care to 
repair festive excess 


include the sleek Gaggenau 
SK532 American-style side-by- 
side fridge-freezer with stain- | 
less steel doors, reduced from 
£3,800 to £1,995. ' 

And, of course, no good shop- 
ping workout is complete with- 
out some good old beauty buys 
to lift those weary spirits. 
Molton Brown has a covetous * 
skin-care essentials pack in a 
clear zip-lock bag for £1750, 

Space NK Apothecary has up to 
50 per cent off selected lines and 
Aveda is also offering cus- r -± 
tamers a lucky-dip for people #IP 
spending over £15 on three ’ 
items, or £20 on four items, in 
its London shop. 


Best Of the Sales 
for the home 


Carden Cunietti. B3 
Westbourne Park Road. 
London, W2 50H (0171-229 
8559). (Goods pictured 
right.) All January. 

Designers Guild. 267 King s 
Road. London. SW3; and 6 
Relay Road. Ariel Way. Wood 
Lane, London, W12. 

9 January for 1 or 2 weeks. 
House. 42 Salisbury 5creet. 
Blandforti Forum. Dorset. 

DT1 1 7 PR (01258 454884). 
(Crockery pictured below.) 
Stares 28 December. 

Same. The Bridge. 146 Brick 
Lane, London. 61 (0171-247 
9992). All January. 

Jerry's Home Store, 163 
Fulham Road. London. SW3 
6SN. 28 December to 2 
February. 

The Holding Company. 

241-245 King's Road. 

London, SW3 (0171-352 
1600 ); 41 Spring Gardens. 
Manchester. M2 2BG (0161- 
834 3400): telephone for 
mail order on 0171 -6 io 
9 T 60. 27 December ro 17 
January. 

Monogrammed Linen 
Shop, 168 Walton Street 

^"■, S , W3 m (O’ 7 '-589 
4033). 4 January ro 31 
January. 

Mulberry Hall, l Little 
^negate. York. YOl 2AW 
(01904 
620736). 2 
January. 

David 
Mellor. 4 
Sloane 
Square, 

London. 

SWfW SEE 
(0171-730 
4259): The 
Round 
Building. Ha cher sage 
Derbyshire, 532 T8 a" 

(01433 650220). 2 to 16 

January. 

J* ie * White House, 40-41 
Conduit Street, Mayfair. 
London. W1 R (0l71-62q 

3521). 28 December 


Space NK Apothecary. 4 

Thomas Neal's, 37 Eariham 
Street, London, WC2. 

27 December to 23 January. 

Aveda. The Aveda Institute. 
28/29 Marylebone High 
Street. London and 
various outlets from 27 
December. 


Molton 
Brawn. 58 

South 

Molton 

Street. 

London. W1 

(0171-499 

6474). 28 

December. 


Christopher 
Wray. 591 King's Road. 
London. SW6 2YW (0171- 
736 8434) branches through 
the UK. London from 
27 December. Manchester 
from 26 December to mid- 
January. 

Graham & Green. 4. 7 & 10 

^ 8") Crescent. London. Wli 
|)A (0171-727 4594); 164 
EfSfnr's Rark Road. London 
NW1 8XN (0171-586 2969)! 
b to 31 January. 

R® a J’ s ,' 19 . 6 Tottenham Court 
7° a “; London, WtP 9LD 

Sin i 63 w 1666): 234 King’s 
Hoad. London. SW3 5UA 6 

IP' 7 '"349 84, 1 1: Tunsgace 

January! 28 °«="®er «17 
House of Fraser, stores 

nationwide, 26 December to 
24 January for Scotland; 27 
n^embar r, „ January ^ 

'20-122 

December tq January 3 i 
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Clever 

fashion 

tt 

shoppers 
spend 
more to 
get best 
bargains 


NEW YEAR SALES GUIDE 





Fashionable bargains available, as seen on the catwalk (from left): Ann Demeu lemeester black snit from Liberty, was £594. now £385: Betty Jackson sheepskin jacket, was £1.000. now 
£862; John Rocha claret skirt was £159. now £111 and black top was £397, now £278 Ben Elwes 


•XfS 

.:t>- sjr .. 


FOR THOSE lucky enough to 
have some cash or credit at 
£ their fingertips, now is the best 
time to buy fashion. 

In this instance “now”, and 
"fashion" are the keywords. For 
we are not talking about aver- 
age clothes. 

Real fashion is aspirational 
. - it is what we quietly wish for, 
not what we actually buy. That 
is wby this yean and into the 
3 next one. fashion sale shopping 


BY Melanie Rickey 

Fashion Writer 

should be approached in a new. 
less haphazard, way. which we 
will call “blueprint buying”, 

The idea is to pick out pre- 
ferred designers and a few de- 
sired “looks'* from the latest 
glossy magazines. 

In the January issues of the 
main fashion magazines, urban 
utility' chic, luxury minimal- 


ism. bohemian and the roman- 
tic hippy look get a strong air- 
ing, as do colours. Next year 
every colour - apart from black 
- will make a huge impact The 
most important will be shades 
of pink, red and yellow. 

Once a few decisions have 
been made (tear out chosen 
pages and take them shopping 
to keep the mind focused), it is 
time to buy these autumn/ 
winter pieces with the view 


that they will be worn continu- 
ally throughout the year. 

This will involve spending 
proper money; but isn’t it bet- 
ter to have paid £250 (rather 
than £400 > for a Matthew 
Williamson snowflake cash- 
mere jumper from Browns, or 
a black Ann Demeulemeester 
suit - jacket £275 (from £405). 
trousers £110 (from £189) - 
from Liberty? 

These clothes are instantly 


recognisable as expensive, cov- 
e table items, and ones that up- 
grade an outfit from just OK 
into absolutely fabulous. 

The best places to make 
crucial blueprint buys are in- 
dependently owned designer 
boutiques with varied stock, 
and designer-owned stores 
such as Chanel, Gucci and 
Prada who can make big mark- 
downs on their merchandise. 

Manchester, Edinburgh, Liv- 


erpool, Glasgow and. of course. 
London are the best cities to 
find them, although large towns 
usually have two or three high- 
fashion boutiques. 

In Barnsley, Pollyanna has 
up to 50 per cent off labels such 
as Yohji Yamamoto. Martin 
Margiela and Commes des 
Garcons. In Glasgow, Cruise 
has up to 50 per cent off Dolce 
& Gabbana. Prada and Gucci 
for men and women. 


In Wimbledon Village, south- 
west London, Matches has a 
Prada raincoat for £239 (from 
£435). and a Dries Van Noten 
print dress at £180 (from £362). 

At Betty Jackson s London 
boutique one of her wonderful 
sheepskin jackets is £862 (from 
£1.000), and at John Rocha's re- 
cently opened boutique there 
are bargains galore, especial- 
ly on trans-seasonal organza 
dresses, £315 (from £450), silk 


satin skirts. £111 (from £159) 
and delicately embroidered 
tops £278 (from £397). 

The choices are fairly wide 
at the beginning of the sales, but 
the closet blueprint buyers will 
be out in force, snapping up the 
pieces they have had their eyes 
on for weeks. 

After all why pay £500 for a 
dress, safe in the knowledge 
that seven days later it will be 
£250? Why indeed. 


Best Of The Fashion Sales 


Specialist boutiques 

A La Mode. 36 Hans 
Crescent, London SW1; 
0171-584 2133; sale from 
28 December co 10 January 
Alberta Ferreci. 205-206 
Sloane Street: 0171-235 
234: 28 December to January 
31 

Ally Capellino. 66 Sloane 
Street, London SW3: 0171- 
591 8201; from 2 January 
Betty Jackson. 311 
Brompton Road. London 
SW3; 0171-589 7884; 29 
December 

Biba, 1 5 Shorts Gardens. 
Covent Garden. London WC2; 
0171-359 3699: sale now on 

Browns. 23-27 South 
: „Molton Street. London Wl; 

' *0171-491 7833; 9 January 

Browns Focus. 38/39 South 
Molcon Street. London Wl ; 
0171-629 0666; 9 January 

cK Calvin Klein. 55 New 

Bond Street, London Wl ; 
0171-491 9696: 27 
December 

Chanel. 26 Old Bond Street. 
London Wl. 01 71-493 5040: 
167-170 Sloane Street. 
London SW1. 0171-235 
6631; 6 to 16 January 

. _5^1sdaa Dior. 22 Sloane 
.tS? 2 eC. London SW1; 0171- 
235 1357: 29 December 

Comne des Garcons. 59 

Brook Street, London Wl; 
0171 -493 1 2 58; sale now on 
until mid-January 
Comiche, 2 Jeffrey Street. 
Edinburgh EH1; 0131-556 
3707; 1 January 
Cruise. 1 B0- 188 Ingram 
Street, Glasgow G1; 0141- 
572 3232: 26 December 
until the end of January 
D A LiUiard. 44 Monmouth 
Street, Covent Garden. 

London WC2; 0171-379 
8399: 29 December 

. *dlce & Gabbana, 175 

rfoane Street. London SW1 : 
0171-235 0335: 29 
December until 20 January 

DKNV. 27 Old Bond Street. 
London Wl; 0171-499 8089 
Donna Karan, 19 New Bond 
5treet, London Wl: 0171- 
495 3100; 27 December 
until mid-January 

Egg. 36 Klnnerton Street. 
London SW1 0171-235 
9315: 19 January for two 
weeks 

Emporio Armani. 191 
Brompton Road. London 
SW3: 0171-823 8818: 27 
December until January 10 

Flannels, 4 St Ann’s Place. 
Manchester, M2; 0161-832 


*<636 for branches in 
'oottingham. Leeds. 
Newcastle and Birmingham; 
27 December until stock 
lasts 

Georgina von Etzdorf. 50 
Burlington Arcade, London 
Wl; 0171-409 7789; 30 
December until stock lasts 
Ghost. 14 Hinde Street. 
London Wl: 36 Ledbury 
Road. London Wl 1 : 0171- 
229 1057; 29 December 
Giorgio Armani, 37 Sloane 
Street, London SW1; 
0171-235 6232: 27 
December until January 10 
(approx) 

Gina Shoes. 1 89 Sloane 
Street, London SW1; 
0171-235 2932: from now 
until end of January 
Graham 6 Green. 1 0 Elgin 
Crescent. London. Wl 1; 
0171-727 4594: 5 January 

Gucci. 33 Old Bond Street. 
London Wl; 18 Sloane 
Street, SW1; 0171-629 
*#6; 2 January 


Hermes. 1 55 New Bond 
Street. London Wl: 179 
Sloane Street. London SW1; 
0171-499 8856: 16 January 
Issey Miyake. 270 
Brompton Road. London 
SW3: 0171-581 3760: 28 
December for three weeks 

Jane Davidson. 52 Thistle 
Street. Edinburgh EH2; 
0131-225 3280; 28 
December 

Jean Paul Gaultier. 

171-175 Draycott Avenue. 
London SW3; 0171-584 
4648; now until end of 
January 

John Lobb. 88 Jermyn 
Street. London 5W1; 0171- 
930 8069; 28 December 

John Rocha. 60F Sloane 
Avenue. London SW3: 0171- 
838 0017; 28 December 
Jones. 1 5 Floral Street and 
1 3 Floral Street. Covent 
Garden. London WC1 ; 0171- 
240 8312; 6 January 

Joseph. 77 Fulham Road. 
London SW3, 36 Sloane 
Street, London SW1 ; 23 Old 
Bond Street. London Wl; 
0171-823 9500; other 
Joseph branches; 28 
December 

Joseph Azagury. 1 1 7 

Walton Street. London SW3 
and 73 Knlghtsbridge. 
London SW1; 0171-259 
6887; now until end of 
January 

Katherine Hamnett, 20 

Sloane Street, London SW1 ; 
0171-823 1002: 28 
December 

Koh Samui. 65 Monmouth 
Street. London WC2; 0171- 
240 4280 and 28 Lowndes 
Street, Knightsbrldge. 
London SW1: 0171-838 
9292; 29 December 
KrlzJa, 25 Conduit Street. 
London W. 0171-491 
4987/8: sale now on 

LK Bennett. 31 Brook 
Street, London Wl; call 
0171-491 3005 for other 
branches; sale now on 
Manolo Blahnlk, 49 Old 
Church Street. London SW3: 
0171-352 8622; 8 January 
Margaret Howell. 29 
Beauchamp Place. London 
SW3, 24 Brook Street. 
London Wl; 36 Savile Row 
(menswear); 0171-584 
2462; 29 December 
Matches, 34 & 56 High 
Street. Wimbledon Village. 
London SW19; 13 Hill Street, 
Richmond. Surrey: 0181-947 
8707: 28 December 
Mulberry, 41-42 New Bond 
Street. London Wl: Gees 
Court. London Wl; 0171-491 
3900: 27 December 
N Peal. 37 Burlington 
Arcade (women). London 
Wl; 71 Burlington Arcade. 
London Wl. 192 Piccadilly. 
London Wl (men): 0171-493 
5378: 28 December 
Nicole ferhf.158 New Bond 
Street, London Wl; 193 
Sloane Street. London 5W1 ; 
0171-499 8368 for other 
stores: sale now on 
Patrick Cox. 1 29 Sloane 
Street, London SW1: 0171- 
730 8886: 81 King Street. 
Manchester M2; 0161-819 
5336: 27 December London 
branch; sale now on in 
Manchester 

Paul Smith, 40-44 Floral 
Street. Covent Garden, 
London WC2; 01 71-379 
7133 for Manchester. 
Nottingham and other 
branches: 2 January 

Pleats Please. 20 Brook 
Street. London Wl; 

0171-495 2306; 28 
December 


Pollyanna, 14-16 Marker 
Hill. Barnsley. South 
Yorkshire. S70: 01228- 
291665: 2 January 
Polo Ralph Lauren. 143 
New Bond Street. London 
Wl; 0171-491 4967. Sale 
starts 2 January until the end 
of January 

Prada. 43-45 Sloane Street. 
London SW1: 0171-235 
0008: January 
Richard James. 31 Savile 
Row. London Wl. 0171-434 
0606: 9 January 
Sam de Teran. 151 Fulham 
Road. London SW6: 0171- 
584 0902; 4 January 

Thierry Mugler. 1 34 New 

Bond Street. London Wl . 
0171-629 7020: now until 
1 2 January 

The Cross. 141 Portland 
Road. Holland Park. London 
Wl 1 ; 0171-727 6760; 

1 1 January 

Valentino. 174 Sloane 
Street. London SW1; 160 
New Bond Street, London 
Wl; 0171-235 5855. 
sale now on 

Van Mildert. 19-21 Elvert 
Bridge. Durham DH1; 
0191-384 8500; 

27 December 
Versace. 34-36 Old Bond 
Street. London Wl; 0171- 
499 1862; 6 January 
Versus Jeans Couture. 
113-115 New Bond Street. 
London Wl; 0171-355 2700: 
4 January 

Vivienne Westwood Man & 
Red Label and Anglomania. 

44 Conduit Street. London 
Wl. 0171-439 1 109; Gold 
Label, 6 Davies Street. 

London Wl; 0171-629 3757; 
15-17 County Arcade. 

Victoria Quarter. Leeds; 

01 132 456403; Pirsc week in 
January 

World’s End. 430 King’s 
Road. London SW10: 
0171-352 6551: first week 
in January 

Whistles. 1 2 St Christopher's 
Place, London, Wl; 0171-487 
4484: now on 

Yohji Yamamoto, 1 4-1 5 

Conduit Street. London Wl; 
0171-4891 4129: sale now 
on for at least a month 

Yves Saint Laurent. Rive 
Gauche Men and Women, 33 
Sloane Street. London. SW1 : 
0171-235 5839: Rive Gauche 
Women. 1 37 New Bond 
Street, London W 1 : 0 1 7 1 - 
493 1800: 29 December 

Department stores 

Barkers, Kensington High 
Street. London W8: 0171- 
937 5432; 27 December 
Debenhams; 0171-408 
4444; 26 December Scotland 
and Manchester; 27 
December elsewhere 
Dickins A Jones. Regent 
Street, London W 1 : 0 1 7 1 - 
734 7070: 27 December 

Fenwick. 63 New Bond 
Street. London Wl: 0171- 
629 9161 for other branches: 
27 and 28 December 
Harrods. Knightsbrldge. 
London SW1. 0171-730 
1 234; 6 January 
Harvey Nichols. 

London,SW1, 0171-235 
5000: 27 December 

Li berry. Regent Street. 
London Wl; 0171-734 1234; 
27 December 

Selfridges. 400 Oxford 
Street, London Wl; 
freephone 0800-123400; 
Manchester 26 December 
London 27 December 

ADAM FULCHER 


The House of Fraser 

hAlf 

PRICE 

SALE 


Starts tomorrow at 11am. 

(FraserCard customers can browse from 10.30am.) 

An extra 10% off 

sale prices for Fraser Card 
account customers 
Sunday and Monday 

(Open an account on the daw ) 

Opening hours: Sunday 27th llam-Spm, Monday 28th 8.30am-7pm. 




JOHN SMEDLEY 

DIESEL 

NICOLE FAR HI 

JEANS 

l^ccbok 

ELLE 

»K 

KALIKO 




IRENCI CONNECTION 


TTTil 

■ 



TOSHIBA 


Sanderson 

LONDON ■ PARIS - P.EVL >ORK 


HOUSE OF FRASER 

ARMY & NAVY • DAV11> EVANS • DICKINS & JONES • BIN NS • BARKERS 
L)H EVANS - HOWELLS • JOLLYS • CAVENDISH HOUSE - HOUSE OF FRASER - DINGLES 
KENDAI.S - RACKHAMS • HAMMONDS 


'Save up to 50% un selected items. Not all brands shown here arc available at half price. Certain merchandise not available at all stores. 

Sale slam todav in Scotland "AtTnuni ripening ■AihfCil tr. sum*. Full written ck.uiL« jrc juibbk up. in nrp-*j 
hcfMiird «Uk«: Hikin' ot’ Fim-mt (Slr>n-,j Ltd I Htmfcfc Flare. I.iimkin S\Vll‘ I BH. 












BRITAIN'S BIGGEST ELECTRICAL STORES 





>V*fv\.» • -*■ : 
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TELEVISIONS 


SAVE <250 


HI-F! 


SAVE <100 


7 DAYS A WEEK 




* ^ 


CD Mini Hi-fi 









■ 3 03 Changer 
a 2 x GO watts [RMS) 
power output. 
Model XD- 351 . 

Was £ 249 . 99 . 

In-store Price £ 199 . 99 . 


r 


SAVE 

i TOTAL OF 

£70 


c * c o*f 


£ 179.99 


0 : 



5 DAY DISCOUNT 


MATSU I 


■£A SAVE 

Aoo 

Ip 


HITACHI 10 Secondi 

Personal CD Ptayar 
■ Programmable CD. 
iBubasn. Ifjfll 

Model D API 40 . UuJ 

Was £ 8939 . 


5 DAY DISCOUNT 

Irllk'lal 


l -J l 


DISCOUNT 


rib 





S 5 DAY 

DISCOUNT j 


£ 499.1 


HE 


t130l 


29 * Dolby £-rw#i*. 9 : 

PnHogif »■■■ 

Stinomd Sound 
TVwMiFamn 
■ 68 cm Visible Screw Size. 

Model 29 SX 2 EKK. 

Was £ 59939 . 

Irvdtxe Price £54949 

9 MONTHS INTEREST FRS OPTION* 



GRUNDIG 28 " MICAM Stereo TV 
66 cm Visible Screen im m 

Size. Model 70700 . Pffi mm 
was £ 399 . 99 . Hj [III] r/MHoa 

12 MONTHS Hifcard f *~TT 

INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


5 DAY DISCOUNT 

m 


AKA] 2 nrktemn 
IVuttMCUlteKO 
IBasMriUcStmn Set 
kWdWSST kwwe 
Pnrr I 69 U 9. 12 HOMITB MIBSSTHEE OPTHM* 


S DAY DISCOUNT 


SONY 25 *MCAM IW am nn nn 

Stereo TV aith Fasbtxt KHB 

“nt^e 5 ?E 9 :Siuc*i fniln/Hoa 

W25C K*£»f!.*b * tiJf «#J3l 

W 999 Una* fits £) 99 n i ■nEramnsror 


S DAY DISCOUNT 


TOSHIBA arwbjhi- 

logit TV attSmed Sand 
BOaiVeUe Sown Sac 
Model 3387 . Wn £ 1399 . 

Snore Ince £ 1159. 12 HOHTHI HBEST NEE OFnQN* 


Pro-Logic CD Mnl tfrfi 
5 CD changer Mode! 

MI 0 P. was £ 1 & 99 . eHJOT Pike r 1 6999 


20 


DISCOUNT 




DISCOUNT 


Model SY 5 S 90 . 

Was £ 54959 . In-store 
Puts £ 44999 . 9 MONTHS HftKM Hltfc OPTION* 


5 DAY DISCOUNT 


PCs AND PRINTERS 


SAVE 1250 


4*1 


INTERNET 
READY 


PACKARD 


BELL 


Cyrix Mil -300 Multimedia 
PC with 56 k Modem 


■ 32 Mb RAIW 3 . 2 Gb hard 


■ 32 -speed CD-ROM drive. 


Model CLUB JO 


cidHiii 


VIDEOS 


SAVE <120 


MATSU I 



Long Play Video with 
Index Search System 
Model VX1106. 

In-store 

i 

Price 
E99.99 , 

SAVE E 

£io £ 






£«■ 


.» ■ J L)T jj&sa g’y-s^, o ' 7 
•. ;o^V ,'t 


5 DAY DISCOUNT 


stores 


JVC Long Hay Video 
wati WdeoPta 
incta Search Synem. 

Model HRJ 35 tt 
Was fl»W. Wfta tmrr Instore Price £149 99 


AIWA 44tad 

NLCAM Sterna WM BIWMjmwn l 


S DAY DISCOUNT 


PANASONIC! 

44 taJ SCAM 5 wm ndrd 
^AVUmNisnlrOCH 
Kaki *waa »Li 3[?5 to® 

ou> Km au assn c wanE HBBrnE vrn* 


DAY DISCOUNT 


Model 45 IXL B 

Was £ 219 . 99 . ■ 

Was £ 189 . 99 . E 

in-store Price £ 179 . 99 . 


TOSHIBA M-d 

MCMISUKoWdeoMdl 
SmCKlkceferCMaf 
uob W 58 warm* 

Irem Rw £»n. C aranw HIBCSr H» OFIKM* 



S DAY DISCOUNT 

| PACKARD BELL mtaf-odmoni 

ULIVt 1 1 1 BfBBwiaHFin 
InkJet Printer VfV 1 A 

6 ® « ?00 dpr ■ !un- : .-lyJ rjLH QQ 

Model jpiso. iKiiwm rri#jj 

Price £ 6959 . HURRY - WHILE SIDOO UkSi 

with 56 k Modem 

64 Mb SD RAM/ 
6 ^Gb hard drive. 
Model PULSAR 333 . V 

SAii« 

WM r 89 

Was £ 1 D 99 


S DAY DISCOUNT 

taM r «1 Mmroii 


Word Processor 


Soft«iataurrt 3 aorni?:Kj 1 |Bf IN 
Model CANoromso 1 *■ 

Was £ 249 . 99 . In-store Price £ 229.99 


350 MHz lUdnaSa PC 

with IT Monitor 

96Mb RAMiS.JGb 
hard drive. 



Model PLATINUM 2001 . Was £ 1549 . 


CAMCORDERS 


CHINON VHS-C Camcorder 

■ IQx Porter Zoom ■SMfBT sail nos 

■ Autotocus System HHM aa/t 

Model VC 1800 . frill r/ /Hon 

Was £249 99 . mjthfcrfj) 

6 MONTHS WTERE 5 T FUSE OPTION* 


VACUUMS 


SAVE 140 


SANYO cyd hidw Oeaner 

■ U 00 watt motor. j 

■ 4 stage filtration. Ml . 

Model SCB3A. Mill J 

Was £ 79 . 99 . * *' 


CANON HM Camcorder with 
16x Zoom and 18" ^HWNN saiENKE 
Colour LCD Screen pan 

Model uc-vio. BTf 1 1 r K AH m 

Was £ 599.99 ** 

9 MONTHS INTEREST RISE OPTION* 






dill 


DISCOUNT 



HITACHI 
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While bombs fell and storms 


IliW 


became 
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A ND WHAT will they say 
erf us. these children of 
ours, when they write 
the history of what we 
did in 1998? Probably that this 
was the year that many of us lost 
the ploL Without the polarity of 
the Cold War and imminent ex- 
tinction to concentrate our 
minds, we lounged like Babylo- 
nians on our couches, ate 
grapes and quails' eggs, and 
rowed furiously over adultery 
and money And all the while the 
serpent's teeth of future disas- 
ter were being sown just outside. 

In 1998, the personal really 
did became political. When that 
happens, human beings finally 
have a story' that they can read- 
ily comprehend - without the 
necessity of having to think 
a, too hard. We are permitted to 
forget the bar-charts and the 
I lard choices, and take sides for 
or against the fornicator. Who, 
in this instance, was the priapic 
president, William Jefferson 
Clinton - a man all testos- 
terone and empathy, whose 
year turned into a biblical epic, 
as rendered by National Lam- 
poon and made 1998 the age of 
war and fellatio. 

As of 1 January no one had 
heard of Monica Lewinsky. Al- 
most no one. By the year's end 
she had become the icon of the 
confessional age, a needy, in- 
secure. questing young woman, 
given to telling all to those who 
she should least have trusted: 
^what, how often, where and 
(most bizarre of all) on what 
Among her personal Oprahs 
was the pantomime villainess, 
Linda Tripp, who was secretly 
recording the details for later 
use. These were the tapes that 
trapped Ms Lewinsky, and that 
also, therefore, caught Mr Clin- 
ton in Kenneth Starr's perjury 
trap. (There is a verbal sym- 
metry here: Linda Tripp. Ken- 
neth Starr. Paula Jones. Ttoo 
syllables, one syllable - the 
. metre of murderous frrviality J . 

• ^ The story broke, not in a 
newspaper or on television, 
but on the Internet Neverthe- 
less, from the beginning it was 
the only show in town. Press 
conferences to hail Middle East 
peace accords were hijacked by 
intelligent journalists asking 
inane questions about genitals 
and Tony Blair blushed like a 
nun at a strip show, as his 
American friend was given the 
third degree. “1 want you to lis- 
. rrifc me," said President Clin- 
tonrTm going to say this again. 

I did not have sexual relations 
with that woman. Miss Lewin- 
sky." The DC game of wailing 
for the American public to turn 
on its president had begun. 

Outside Washington others 
watched and wondered. In Feb- 
ruary, President Saddam Hus- 
sein of Iraq tested the 
distracted West to the limit, 
blocking the United Nations in- 
spection of Iraqi weapons fa- 
cilities and nearly triggering air 
strikes. At the last moment the 
Secretary- General Kofi 
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Annan, persuaded President 
Saddam to back down. But bow, 
the smart question went, could 
a president so enmired in scan- 
dal deal with the many prob- 
lems of the world? It was a 
question that might easily have 
been changed a littie: bow could 
a journalistic and political es- 
tablishment so narcissistic and 
trivia-obsessed cope with the 
near catastrophes of 1998? 

In August, when Mr Clinton 
finally admitted to not going the 
whole wayin the Oval Office (out 
of the doset improbably came 
the unclean ed dress and its 
cargo of presidential DNA), the 
Russian economy had already 
entered its epic decline. The 


BY DAVID AARONOVITCH 


world's second nuclear nation, 
its warheads rusting in unstable 
sQos and its streets taken over 
by local mafiosi, was now con- 
vulsed by a political crisis, as the 
ailing President Boris Yeltsin 
sacked his government, and 
then could not find another 
(what a shame that his vice was 
vodka, not women with bag hair). 

In Washington they were sure 
that the people would soon de- 
mand the head ofBflL They did 
not Not even in September 
when Kenneth Starr’s report 
became possibly the weirdest 
and most ridiculous semi-legal 


document published in the W*st 
since we stopped trying animals 
for witchcraft (And when eth- 
nic Albanians were (tying in 
Kosovo.) Not in October when 
the Congress released Mr Clin- 
ton's videotaped evidence and 
we witnessed a president being 
asked about his orgasms and 
Monica's breasts. (And when 
new riots convulsed Indonesia, 
as the Far East struggled to 
limit the scope of its shunpj 
Hurricane Mitch offered a brief 
dramatic diversion from the 
serious question of what Bill cBd 
with that cigar 


It was symbolic of the year 
that, even as the bombers took 
off to pound Iraq, the Speaker 
designate of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, Bob Livingston, 
was resigning his seat in Con- 
gress because an advertise- 
ment from a pom king had 
brought to light a series of 
adulterous affairs of the judg- 
mental Republican. One mo- 
ment Mr Livingston had been 
considered a fit man to hold 
high office, and then “bimbo!" 
all of a sudden he was not on 
account of his member: 

Members played some lim- 


ited part in the political life of 
Britain too. Or maybe they did 
not After the obscure escapade 
on a midnight common by Ron 
Davies, then the Secretary of 
State for Wales, the British 
media press played Penny for 
the Gay. Briefly. The outing of 
Agriculture minister Nick 
Brown and Secretary of State 
for TYade and Industry, Peter 
Mandelson. led to a short 
episode of tabloid homophobia 
and The Sim's headline “Are we 
being run by a gay mafia?" But 
the British taste for this kind of 
thing was, mercifully, fairly lim- 


ited. The Sun backed down. 

Here in Britain we had im- 
portant things to do. Once, of 
course, we got over our fasci- 
nation with Viagra. The new 
wonder-drug’s reception here 
seemed to suggest that the re- 
verse was true in these chilly 
isles. Regrettably, it seemed, our 
tails were not wagging the dog 
There was more discussion of 
whether Viagra should be pre- 
scribed by the National Health 
Service than over all other 
bealth rationing issues put 
together. 

Trivia (fid not triumph. The 
Good Friday Agreement in 
Northern Ireland came about 
partly because Tony Blair felt 


“the heavy hand of history” on 
his shoulders, and persuaded 
j waverers that it was on theirs, 
too. We moved, stumbling and 
occasionally cursing, into the 
painstaking business of set- 
ting up a new administration for 
Northern Ireland, the Omagh 
bombing serving to remind 
everyone, paradoxically, just 
why the peace was so impor- 
tant. The year ended with the 
first terrorist guns being hand- 
ed in and destroyed. 

The new Government re- 
mained popular and - on the 
whole - deserved to. The spend- 
ing review of the Chancellor 
Gordon Brown cut no taxes, but 
put additional resources into the 
electorate's priorities of edu- 
cation and health. David Blun- 
kett the Secretary of State for 
Education continued his cam- 
paign to provide for all children 
what middle-class parents al- 
ways secure for their own. The 
Queen's Speech promised the 
long overdue abolition of the 
powers of the hereditary peer- 
age, and Lord Jenkins of Hill- 
head reported on his preferred 
method of electoral reform. 

But if the Government's 
main objectives appeared to be 
right, some of its instincts 
seemed suspect There was 
the charge of “control freabery” 
concerning the apparent desire 
of New Labour to retain central 
power over its own people in the 
newly devolved centres of 
power - particularly in Wales 
and London. The lobbyist scan- 
dal Drapergate, with its sug- 
gestions of an ethically 
challenged New Labour pe- 
riphery, set the scene for ac- 
cusations about cronyism. This 
may well have contributed to 
the downfall of Peter Mandel- 
son, the Secretary of State for 
TYadeand Industry, when, right 
at the year's end, his third of a 
million personal home loan 
from Geoffrey Robinson MP 
was revealed. 

Fbr liberals, the low point of 
New Labour in office was the 
unthinkin g populism, which in- 
formed the treatment (fished 
out to the author Gitta Sereny 
in ApriL This came after The 
Observer newspaper revealed 
that Sereny had paid Mary Bell 
- convicted of murder when a 
child - for helping with the 
book Cries Unheard. The high- 
light was the detention of the 
unrepentant former dictator of 
Chile, Augusto Pinochet, de- 
spite the deluge of misinfor- 
mation put out by his apologists 
in Britain. 

As far as Britain is con- 
cerned, however; 1998 may also 
be written up by our successors 
as the year of one big lost op- 
portunity. Because this was 
the year when, politics apart we 
really should have voted to join 
the euro. Fbr once we could 
have been in there from the 
start and it begins next week, 
you know. Or did you turn over 
from the news to watch Jerry 
Springer's chat show instead? 


‘We can’t be like the last lot’ - or can we? 


“WE CANT be like the last 
lot" Peter Mandelsorr’s parting 
plea to Tony Blair on the night 
of his resignation crystallised 
perfectly the crisis that now 
faces the Government at the 
end of 1998. 

For a Labour Party that in 
opposition led a crusade 
-a gains t. Tory sleaze that bor- 
dered on the evangelical, the 
past year’s string of sexual and 
financial scandals has 
surprised even the most 
cynical of observers. 

* This week's revelation 
about Peter Mandelson’s 
£373,000 loan from Geoffrey 
Robinson was just the latest in 
a series of stories that left the 
Government open to the 
charge not just of impropriety, 
but also that most da ma gi n g 
political sin of the modern age 
-hypocrisy. 

The Prime Minister's halo 
had already begun to slip in the 
wake of the Fbrmula One/Ec- 
clestone affair, but the combi- 
nation of Sandline, Lobbygate 
and Ron Davies’s nocturnal ex- 
ploits on Clapham Common 
ensured that the whiff of sleaze 
was never very for away. 

The year got off to a shaky 

i^art when the Home Secre- 


tary, Jack Straw, was identified 
on 2 January as the minister 
whose son had been arrested 
for buying £10 worth of 
cannabis from a tabloid 
newspaper reporter 

Seven teen -year-old Wiliam 
Straw received a caution from 
the police and his father won 
widespread respect for the way 
in which he handled the affair 
By coming dean early about 
the issue, New Labour had 
proved it was different from the 
Tbries and the Blair govern- 
ment remained untarnished. 
Even so, the incident was a 
prescient indication that 
Labour was just as fallible as 
the Tories on questions of per- 
sonal morality. 

The first scandal of real sub- 
stance surfaced in Maty when 
it was alleged that the Foreign 
Office had colluded with a 
British firm of mercenaries to 
help restore the democratically 
elected President of Sierra 
Leone. Peter Penfold, the 
British High Commissioner, 

and other FO officials were 
accused of knowingly breaching 
the United Nations arms 
embargo to offering assistance 
to Sandline International 
Tony Blair dismissed the 


The Return of Sleaze, by Paul Waugh 


controversy as a “hoo-bah” as 
the Foreign Secretary, Robin 
Cook, came undo* systematic 
pressure to resign. 

Mr Cook refused to quit 
and his Prime Minister stood 
by him, but the affair guaran- 
teed that Labour's much- 
hyped “ethical foreign policy” 
was effectively dead to the 
waters off Freetown. 

Trouble flared again in the 
summer in the form of Derek 
Drapec a former aide to Mr 
Mandelson and self-confessed 
“big mouth” who bragged to 
undercover reporters that he 
had exclusive access to the 
heart of government 

“There are 17 people who 
count And to say that I am 
intimate with every one of 
them is the understatement of 
the century," he said. 

Mr Draper resigned from 
lobbying firm GPC Market Ac- 
cess following allegations that 
he had offered access to min- 
isters and insider information 
in return for cash. 

The incident forced the Gov- 
ernment to tighten up rules on 
lobbying and gave credence to 



Peter Mandelson: Tarnished Labour’s dean image 


Tory claims that “Tony’s 
cronies" were receiving pref- 
erential treatment 

Mr Draper’s boast that “I 
just want to stuff my bank ac- 
count at £250 an hour” resur- 
rected images (rf the (ti^raced 
Tory MP Neil Hamilton 
receiving brown envelopes 
stuffed with cash to return for 
asking Commons questions. 

Ministers easily shrugged 


off the juvenile braggadocio, 
but Mr Draper’s words re- 
vealed for the first time that 
there may be something rotten 
at the heart of New Labour. 

However; it was sex, not fi- 
nance, that grabbed the na- 
tion’s attention when the 
Secretary of State for Wales, 
Ron Davies, presented Mr 
Blair with his first cabinet 
resignation in October. Mr 


Davies quit bis post after be ad- 
mitted picking up a man from 
Clapham Common in “a 
moment of madness" before 
being robbed at knifepoint. 

The Caerphilly MP denied 
allegations that he had been 
involved in a homosexual 
encounter or drug use, but 
his failure to disclose all the 
details of the incident dragged 
out the affair. 

In November Nick Brown, 
the Agriculture Minister, was 
forced by the News of the 
World to admit his homo- 
sexuality. Mr Brown's swift 
admission indicated a mature 
approach that seemed to sug- 
gest that Labour really was 
different from the Tbries. 

Mr Mandelson was then 
himself “outed ” by the former 
Tory MP Matthew Parris, and 
laterdenied stories that he had 
visited gay bars on a Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry 
tour of Rio de Janeiro. 

So far Mr Blair had shown 
a Clintonesque ability to rise 
above the fray, his own Teflon 
premiership unaffected by the 
mini-scandals to have sur- 


faced to date. He had stuck by 
his friend Geoffrey Robinson, 
the Paymaster- General and 
millionaire businessman ac- 
cused of benefiting from the 
distinctly Tory-like arrange- 
ment of an offshore trusL 

The murky world of Mr 
Robinson's finances seemed 
the antithesis of New Labour’s 
commitment to transparency 
and fair-dealing, but Mr Blair 
remained steadfastly loyal. 

Even revelations about the 
MFs links to companies run by 
the former tycoon, Robert 
Maxwell did not threaten his 
position. It was only when Mr 
Robinson was forced to issue 
an apology to the House of 
Commons in November, for 
failin g >n declare directorships 
in the MPs’ register of inter- 
ests, that his resignation finally 
looked probable. 

Downing Street whispered 
that Mr Robinson was going to 
go quietly over the Christmas 
break. Yet just when the Gov- 
ernment could be forgiven for 
thinking that the year of reve- 
lations was finally over, the 
bombshell landed. 

Last week’s disclosure that 
Mr Mandelson had failed to de- 
clare the Robinson loan blew 


a huge bole to Labour’s image 
as the party of clean politics. 

The Prime Minister’s own 
personal judgement to stand- 
ing fay Mr Robinson and failing 
to sack Mr Mandelson, came 
into question. New Labour 
was portrayed as a naive dilet- 
tante that had been seduced by 
business and wealth. The Blair 
honeymoon was finally oven 

More secrets are sure to 
emerge to the new year when 
both a biography of Mr Man- 
delson and a book by Robin 
Cook’s former wife, Margaret 
will be published. 

Mr Mandelson also faces a 
possible inquiry into his mort- 
gage application and there 
remain several unanswered 
questions about Mr Robin- 
son's financial affairs and 
his connections with other 
Labour MPs. 

Yet despite its year of trou- 
bles, it appears that the Gov- 
ernment's Teflon coating has 
only slightly worn. Latest polls 
put Labour at 54 per cent 
more than double the Conser- 
vatives’ tally. If he was still 
around that is a statistic that 
the Sultan of Spin would be 
planting on every MP’s pager 
over the festive break. 
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Clinton’s aphrodisiac soap opera 


WHEN BILL Clinton was elect- 
ed president in 1992, Americans 
knew he had a past But they 
could never in their wildest 
imaginings have expected a 
saga like the knockabout epic 
of 1998. From January to De- 
cemhei; they - and the world - 
were spectators to a rip-roar- 
ing drama, a low comedy al- 
ways a hair's breadth away 
from high tragedy, a perpetual 
soap opera whose every 
episode was laced with the 
aphrodisiac of power. 

In the White House were BQI 
and Hillary - he, a small-town 
Arkansan become the most 
powerful man in the world, she 
the one woman with the re- 
demptive clout to save him. 
From Beverly Hills came Mon- 
ica, the Valley Girl with the pert 
beret, who showed Bill her 
thong and brought him pizza, 
and made the word “intern" the 
cue for global snickering. 

From the Pentagon came 


Iinda, the ex-nalitery wife wiih 

a sideline in tape-recording 
and a grudge in her heart 
From the office of the inde- 
pendent counsel came Ken, 
arch-pedant and judge, who 

wheeled iris dustbin to his sub- 
urban kerb by night and hunt- 
ed down BQI by day. And then 
there was Paula- she of the big 
bar and the nose job - who 
brought them all together the 
only woman in America 
unswayed by Bill's charms. 

There were bit parts aplen- 

ty and there were props galore: 

the gifts, the cigars. And, of 
course, ‘‘that dress", the navy 
blue dress from Gap with its 
tell-tale stain that Monica kept 
in her wardrobe. “Life was so 
much simpler; wasn’t it," 
snarled an enemy lawyer before 
Congress, “before they found 
that dress.” 

It was a drama neatly paced 
through the passage of the 
year. It spanned the finger- 


hut let live credo to the 1 

IMPEACHMENT OF A PRESIDENT BY MARY DEJEVSKY Lfato™*s^^r^ofagos- House. 

" sip. Matt D^dS®* ^ with an intern. S 

the split-screen surreaKiy of a a Newswedc story „ D ji„ trysts could be tolerateo 
four-day war and a three-day ^old-for-more-ev 


wagging denial of January- “I 
did not have sexual rela tio ns 
with that woman, Ms Lewin- 
sky” - and the hang-dog con- 
fession of August - “Indeed, I 
dti have a relationship with Ms 
Lewinsky that was not appro- 
priate; indeed, it was wrong-” 

It spanned Monica’s disem- 
bodied phrases, her “Big 
Creep” and “Bubba”, through 
the volumes of ho* complete ad- 
missions and, finally, in No- 
vember; her voice. We saw 
Linda saying tearfully “I am 
you”, to justify her betrayal 
Monica’s “mom" near collapse 
from the agony other testimo- 
ny, and the new-styie Paula 
waving a miffion-dollar cheque 
that she never received. 

From the man who brought 
you “I smoked, but I did not in- 
hale”, came the redefining of 

mliof 4 iMAnnff fn knim aov AmJ 



“It's an extramarital affa i r .” 

President Clinton with the support of his wife, Hillary; They were “disappointed and 
vows to carry on after the impeachment vote “sad", but not “betrayed”. And 

when the vote and the verdict 

as the President wrestled with told the worst - and no presi- came, they dismissed them as 
Iraq and Kosovo and the Mid- dential confession could ex- illegitimate. For Bill Clinton it 
die East, the pensions system punge that stain, 
and health reform, be was also Congress came into its own, 

refining his testimony and con- grave and divided, 
suiting his lawyers. It all reached its climax in 


four-day war ana a mree-uay ------- - 

impeachment It was a political angered a Mbo^fcase- 
thriller that involved the Con- Witaaweek, last Janua^ 

gross, the people, their Presi- Bill Clinton’s joose seemed to 
dent and the Constitution, be cooked. If even some of 
Republicans dreamt of Whter- what vm rumoured™ fcroe 
gate glory airi vengeance. They -- the affair with the“m , 
told a tale of broken oaths and the White House trysts, me 
trust betrayed, of a chieflaw of- semen-stained dress - the wise 
ficer who did not uphold the law, men and women of Washington 

and cried “impeach". were unani mous: Bill Clinton 

“This is not Watergate,” was finished, 
shouted back the Democrats. But it was aJl true - ana 


more. And Bfll is still here. 

All the forecasts proved 
false. He would have to resign: 
he refused. He would lose the 
elections for the Democrats: 
illegitimate, tor Bin urmton re they won. He would escapeim- 
was a triumph of survival, and peacbmenfc he was impeached. 

the ultimate disgrace. His survival showed pre- 

When all was said and done, mill ennial Americasplit in its 
anrl crail A ffmwn-un Sixties gen- 


you will). but do not d 
under oath. 

The President was pres 
over a shifting moral lands 

where uptight conserya 
and spent revolutionaries 
tied for the high ground, 
wanted it both ways. 

And it is not over yet. Ai 

first anniversary of the Bui 

Monica show looms, the ne 
and probably last- install 
is at hand. ‘Will Bill stand 
and could the Senate ren 
him? Will his public sup 
hold up? Will the Constitu 
endure? And how many n 
highly placed adulterers wi 
ruined in his wake? 








Finally, a future that 
can defeat the past 

Peace in northern Ireland by David McKittrick 


FOR Northern Ireland, 1998 
was a year of extraordinary vi- 
olence and extraordinary po- 
litical progress, a year in which 
appalling tragedy went hand in 
hand with huge strides towards 
accommodation. 

It was a year so filled with in- 
cident that it is still difficult to 
absorb the lasting significance 
of it alL for the sheer number 
and scale of developments was 
almost without precedent even 
for Northern Ireland. 

Movement and change were 
the order of the day, much of it 
of a positive nature, so that as 
the year ends hopes remain 
high of more progress next year 
The goal of having all or almost 
all of the main elements work- 
ing together in a new coalition 
government now seems within 
grasp, assuming another crisis 
or two can be negotiated. 

Yet nothing is guaranteed 
and, even though much pro- 
gress was made, no one is re- 
ally celebrating a year in which 
more than 50 people were 
added to the death toll, 29 of 
them in the Omagh bombing in 
August It may or may not be of 
consolation to the bereaved 
families to think, as most ob- 
servers do, that the bombing 
has made all thoughts of any 
new sustained campaign of vi- 
olence virtually inconceivable. 

That word “virtually" is 
there because Northern Ireland 
is always the most unpre- 
dictable of places, as the be- 
ginning of 1998 illustrated. Just 
days after last Christmas, the 
killing within the Maze prison 
of the loyalist leader BQly '‘King 
Rat” Wright sparked off a furi- 
ous cycle of retaliation that left 
21 people dead. 

The Wright shooting created 
a wave of political and para- 
military turbulence, which 
threaten me multi-party talks 
then dragging on at Stormont 
When loyalist prisoners in the 
Maze voted to withhold support 
from the peace process, the 
Northern Ireland Secretary Mo 
Mowlam, took the unprece- 
dented step of going into their 
H -block to meet them. 

It was a gamble but it paid 
off the meeting went well and 
the prisoners agreed to give the 
peace process another chance. 
But it did not end the violence, 
which continued in March with 
a double killing of extraordinary 
poignancy. 

This was the murder of two 
friends, Philip Allen, a Protes- 
tant, and Damien Trainor, a 
Catholic, shot by loyalists in the 
Co Armagh village of Poyntz- 
pass. Belfast was all too accus- 


tomed to violent death, but 
Pqyntzpass had remained large- 
ly untouched by the Troubles. 

The two friends were having 
a quiet drink when loyalist gun- 
men burst in and fired repeat- 
edly into their bodies and those 
of two other people. Mr Allen 
had just asked Mr T-ainor to be 
his best man, but instead of a 
wedding the people of Poyntz- 
pass attended two funerals. 

Those responsible, and 
those who carried out most of 
the year’s killings, wished to 
stop the peace process in its 
tracks. But although these and 
other killings induced fear and 
dismay, they never stopped the 
process: indeed, most of the ne- 
gotiators closeted in Stormont 


seemed to strengthen their re- 
solve not to be deflected. 

This was true even though 
the violence reached right into 
the talks building itself, touch- 
ing key negotiators. The Ulster 
Unionist MP Ken Maginnis, a 
former member of the Ulster 
Defence Regiment, sat across 
the table from Sinn Fein, many 
of whose representatives had 
served time in prison for IRA 
offences. Mr Maginnis lost sev- 
eral dose friends, shot or blown 
up by the republicans. 

Gary McMichaeL leader of 
the Ulster Democratic Party, 
political wing of the Ulster De- 
fence Association, had lost his 
father to an IRA booby-trap 
bomb, and at one stage was 
himself an ERA target. The 
SDLR led by John Hume and 
Seamus Mailon, had also suf- 
fered. One of their members, 
ftddy WDson, had been kitted by 
the UDA in the 1970s: the man 
who killed him sat with them in 
the talks, having served a life 
sentence and been released. 


The Sinn Fein president 
Gerry Adams, lost a family 
member during the year; when 
his niece's husband was killed 
fry loyalists. A Sinn Fein col- 
league, Alex Maskey, was al- 
most killed several years 
earlier when loyalists Masted 
him with a shotgun, causing 
him to lose half a kidney half ins 
stomach and part of his boweL 

With histories such as these, 
the talks were nevergmng to be 
easy or friendly, or quickly re- 
stored; and so it proved. There 

like and great distrust Yet they 
stayed at the table and in theoid 
achieved what many had 
thought impossible: agreement. 

On 10 April, most of the par- 


ties signed up to the Good Fri- 
day Agreement after a 
marathon overnight session. 
Unionists and republicans both 
had nsjyor reservations, yet in 
the end the Unionist leaden 
David Trimble, and Mr Adams 
felt they could sign up to the 
new accord. It was nobody’s 
first choice but most felt they 
could live with it. 

A complex document full of 
checks, balances and trade-offe, 
it set out a blueprint for a new 
constitutional settlement There 
would be a new assembly in 
Belfast headed by an executive 
formed by the largest parties; 
there would be new north-south 
institutions and new arrange- 
ments linking Belfast with Scot- 
land and Wales. 

All parties promised to work 
towards arms decommission- 
ing while new commissions 
would study fixture policing re- 
quirements and tire need for 
emergency legislation. New 
bodies would sa f eg u a r d human 
rights and equality while, most 


controversially, prisoners from 
subscribing paramilitary 
groups could expect release 
within two years. 

It was an extraordinary and 
possibfy historic document 
since, if it works, it will provide 
anew tenqQate for co-existence 
in Northern Ireland. The docu- 
ments emergence triggered a 
period of intense political activ- 
ify wilh dual referendums north 
and south of the border; quick- 
ly followed fay elections to a 
new Belfast assembly 

The northern referendum 
and the elections produced a 
near-identical result, with just 
over 70 per cent voting for the 
new accord. Clearly not every- 
one had signed up: well over 
90 per cent of nationalists were 
in support but, within the 
Unionist community, a bare 
majority was in favour. 

That division within Union- 
ism h as helped to ensure that 
the decommissioning issue, 
winch is essentially a metaphor 
for mistrust of republicanism, 
continues to beset the process. 

The anti-agreement loyal- 
ists believed they had found, in 
July’s Drumcree marching con- 
frontation, an issue that would 
both assert Protestant parading 
rights and, with luck, dash the 
agreement as welL But it all 
went wrong for them when a 
petrol-bomb attack burnt to 
death three young boys. After 
that horror most of the protest- 
ing Orangemen went home, 
though a hard core of Porta- 
down loyalists say they will 
never give up. They seem to 
mean it for even yesterday, 
Christmas Day some remained 
camped out in that frosty field, 
saying they will wait for as 
long as it takes to get down the 
Catholic Garvaghy Road. 

The “Real IRA,” a break- 
away from the main organisa- 
tion, also resolved that it would 
never give up and kept up a 
campaign of bombings, which 
culminated in the Omagh atroc- 
ity. It very quickly became evi- 
dent that the killings bad swept 
away much of the lingering tol- 
eration for violent acts. Just as 
the Good Friday Agreement 
transformed politics, so Omagh 
seemed to spell the end for 
large-scale terrorist cam- 
paigns. 

Since then, there have been 
Nobel peace prizes -for Messrs 
Hume and Trimble - negotia- 
tions and more negotiations. 
None has been easy, but the de- 
sire for peace is palpable, and 
that is the most hopeful factor 
in suggesting that next year’s 
crises too will be overcome. 



Nobel Peace Prize winners David Trimble, left, and John 
Home, In Oslo for the award Knut Fjeldstad/AP 



France gives itself a helpful kick in the pants 


The World Cup by John Lich field 

Politically significant? Six French cities has broken out 
months latex; the claim may 


THE ARC de Triomphe was 
built to celebrate a different, 
bloodier kind of victory. 

None tiae less, waiting past 
it nowadays, one almost ex- 
pects to see a new name en- 
graved alongside the 
inscriptions of Austerlitz and 
the other battles: “Stacie Saint 
Denis 1998”. 

On the night of 12 Jufy, the 
famous old arch was turned into 
a projection screen for electric- 
green, laser-painted faces of the 
French footballers who had 
just won the World Cup. 

Each face and each name - 
but especially that of Zinedine 
Zidane - drew a huge cheer 


from the crowds Working the 
Champs-EfysCes. 

The next day more than a 
million people - five times the 
number who watch the entire 
French First Division on a good 
weekend - blocked the avenue 
from top to bottom to catch a 
glimpse of their brown, white 
and black heroes. 

This was a family festival, a 

national festivaL There were bar 
bies in prams with their faces 
painted red, white and blue; 
there were poodles with tri- 
colours pinned on their col- 
lars. Most startling of ail, there 

were white, brown and black 
Frenchmen and women 


jostling bappfly side by side. 
Arab youngsters from the sub- 
urbs were waving the French 
flag, probably for the first time 
in their lives. 

France has always been a 
country in which politics is 
made on the streets. The 
crowds that turned out to cele- 
brate the French vkioriesm the 
World Cup semi-final and final 
were the largest on the streets 
of Paris since the liberation in 
1944. They were the most po- 
litically significant since the 
student revolts of 1968. 


seem hard to substantiate. The 
French economic recovery is 
beginning to stutter- although 
the boom in domestic spending 
encouraged by the World Cup 
victory has saved the country 
from worse problems. 

The traditional winter vio- 
lence in the troubled suburbs of 


once more, though so far not as 
seriously as last yean 
Can the implosion earlier 
this month of Jean-Marie Le 
Peri's far-right, racist National 
Front be the doing of Zinedine 
Zidane, star of the French 
team and the son of Algerian 
immigrants, bom in the trou- 
bled, northern suburbs of 


Marseilles? Would that life 
were so simple. 

The significance - the polit- 
ical significance - of the World 
Cup victory is real none the 
less. It snapped a negative, in- 
ward looking national mood, 
which was long overdue for 
snapping. It allowed French 
people to celebrate being 
French, without complexes. It 
allowed them to reject the 
cheap anti-immigrant propa- 
ganda of the NF. It allowed 
them to reject the defeatism of 
the French, intellectual left. 


There is, or was, a conviction 
in France that the country 
was doomed to decline In the 
modern world, in spite of the 
fact, or even because of the 
fact, that it is more cultured 
than the rest of the planeL 

Part of the s ignifica nce of 
the French Worid Cup victory 
is that it was based on hard 
work, muscle, multi-racialism 
and team work as much as 
traditional Gallic flair. Another 
part is that it was founded on 
players, who blossomed after 
going abroad, without losing 
their Frenchness. 

On a recent visit to one of 
the troubled inner suburbs of 


SOUNDBITE OF 1998 

% depends on what the meaning of “is” Is’ Bill Clinton 


had meant for Prance. “Q 
level nothing,” said Hai 
a 33-year-old, youth wi 
“All the problems here ai 
same as before. On an 
level, everything. 

“For the kids here to 
man like Zidane starrini 
team which looked, rai 
like a group of youngste 
these streets, it gives 
some hope that they, toe 
make something of their li 

That alone is wor 
new inscription on the A 
Triomphe. 
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Slump 




.that gave 
us all the 
shivers 


The World economy 
by Hamish McRae 
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FOR THE world economy, it was 
a year of astounding contrast 
and much confusion. 

Fbr a start more than one- 
quarter of the world plunged into 
recession while the rest cantered 
blithely on. So much for there 
being a single global economy. 

It was the year when many 
countries experienced defla- 
tion. j'et the Calling prices of 
goods in the shops were in stark 
contrast to the soaring price of 
shares on the financial markets. 
^ Despite a serious wobble in 
** August most markets ended the 
year higher than they had 
begun. And it was a year when 
strings of companies across the 
developed world merged and an- 
nounced job losses, yet in those 
same countries unemployment 
fell and total employment con- 
tinued to rise. 

So it was not a bad year, un- 
less you lived in East Asia. Fbr 
those parts of the world econo- 
my that went down, the scale of 
the catastrophe was far beyond 
anything in post-war memory. 
The slump in East Asia was, for 
most people in the region, their 
first experience of recession. Al- 
though the first signs of slump 
were evident in mid-1997, hard- 
anyone glimpsed how bad the 
downturn might become. 

A year ago Japanese officials 
were still proclaiming that the 
economy would grow this year 
albeit slowly - the official Or- 
ganisation for Economic Co-op- 
eration and Development 
forecast was for 1.5 per cent 
growth. The outcome looks like 
minus 2.6 per cent, with no end 
of recession in sight 
Or take Hong Kong. Flush 
with the self-confidence of the 
- -yidover to China, Hong Kong 
thought it could avoid recession 
altogether: Now it has had its 


Old dictator 
shakes the 
world again 

PINOCHET, BY KlM SENGUPTA 
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WHAT STARTED with another 
routine shopping trip to London 
for General Augusta Pinochet 
suddenly began to go horribly 
wrong. On 16 October as he lay 
recovering from a minor back 
operation, the former Chilean 
dictator received a visit from 
SQtf land'Vftni He was under ar- 
because of an extradition 
request from Spain on charges 
of mass murder torture and 
kidnapping. 

Thus began a saga with 
extraordinary twists, passion 
and pathos. What had hap- 
pened in Chile 25 years ago has 
led in Britain to a fierce debate, 
pushing aside the politics of the 
centre and bringing back the old 
divisions between left and right 

In the immediate aftermath 
of the arrest Peter Mandelson 
became the unlikely hero of the 
left by saying it was “gut 
wren ching 1 " that, “such a brutal 
dictator” should be claiming 
immunity. This was, 
however the first and last pub- 
lic cry from the radical past of 
New Labour. From now on the 
party line was that it was a 
purely legal matter. 

Past and present Conserva- 
tive politicians, on the other 
hand, were outraged Baroness 
Thatcher demanded that Gen- 
eral Pinochet be freed at once. 
W illiam Hague and his front 
bench, after a bout of initial 
dithering, took up the cry. 

There was apprehension in 
Washington that an open trial 

could lead to a pubfic airing of the 

CIA’s role in the Pinochet coup. 

The legal process began 
with the High Court ruling in 
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Left a Br azilian trader reacting as the Sao Paolo stock market takes the fallout from Russia's turmoil Right, a Muscovite checking her ever-shrinking money Reuters 


first recession since the war with 
the economy shrinking by near- 
ly 5 per cent. 

For some other countries of 
the region the tale has been truly 
dreadful. The saddest case must 
be Indonesia, where the econ- 
omy has shrunk by over 15 per 
cent, and domestic consumption 
has fallen by nearly one-third. 
Russia, another economic dis- 
aster zone, has seen its output 
foil “only” 7 per cent this year. 

The other extreme was the 
United Stales. Could the boom 
continue into its eighth year? 
The answer was a resounding 
yes. The US economy has grown 
by 3.5 per cent. Unemployment 
has fallen, inflation has stayed 
low and crime has fallen too. It i 
is the so-called “Goldilocks 
economy” - not too hot and not 
too cold, but just right 

Here in Britain we have had 
a modest success. There was no 
recession. The economy has 
grown by 2.7 per cent (against 
a forecast 22 per cent). Inflation 
has been lower than forecast 
more jobs have been created 
and the current account has 
been more or less in balance. 

It has been a good year for 
most of continental Europe too. 
Both Germany and France have 
had a year of low inflation and 
enough growth to start cutting 
into double-digit unemployment 
rates. Ireland, Sweden and 
Spain have done better still. 

One common feature round 
the globe was deflation. Prices 
in Japan have been foiling for 
years but in the past year the 
phenomenon spread. Even in 
Britain, where the Bank of 
England was repeatedly jack- 
ing up interestrates in an effort 
to cap inflation, some prices 
have been foiling, including 
phone calls and clothes. 


Pinochet: Saga of twists, 
passion and pathos 

favour of immunity but then the 
House of Lords voted by three 
to two that the former dictator 
should face justice. Then that 
decision was overturned be- 
cause Lord Hoffmann had 
foiled to disclose his links with 
Amnesty International. 

So legally we are now almost 
back to square one. But it would 
be wrong to think nothing had 
changed. Jack Straw resisted 
great pressure and refused to 
free the general becoming a 
second unlikefy hero of the left 
According to opinion polls, his 
decision to let the legal process 
continue has been popular. 

General Pinochet's oppo- 
nents are exploring other legal 
avenues, including the possi- 
bility of frying him for torture 
under the Criminal Justice Act 
And there is nothing to say the 
next panel of the lords w31 not 
align rule against him. The one 
salient lesson of the Pinochet af- 
fair is to expect the unexpected. 


SOUNDBITES OF 1998 

it was inevitable the Titanic was going to set sail, 
i~3hat doesn’t mean it was a good idea to be on if 

William Hague on joining the single currency 


Indeed, producer prices are 
lower in most countries than 
they were a year ago. Compa- 
nies that used to jack up prices 
whenever costs rose have found 
they can no longer do this - and 
thus a wave of fear has been 
sweeping though the business 
world One way in which that 
fear has manifested itself is in 
mergers. It is not the only rea- 
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son for the mega-mergers, but 
a principal one. The areas af- 
fected - including oil cars and 
banking - were those where 
competitive pressure has been 
strongest Suddenly giant com- 
panies such as Chrysler and 
Mobil felt they needed to merge 
to ease the pain of downsizing. 

That pain is being felt by their 
staff. Here in Britain the City has 


been hard hit by job losses in the 
fall-out from bank mergers, but 
the phenomenon is nationwide 
and worldwide. Fortunately, in 
most countries growth was 
strong enough to absorb the peo- 
ple laid off 

Financial markets found this 
confusing On the one hand 
slower inflation encouraged a 
fall in long-term interest rates. 


But growing evidence of a 
squeeze on company profits, 
with bad news on Russian debts, 
led to jitters in August that saw 
share prices in most markets foil 
by as much as 20 per cent. 

The volatile markets caused 
some casualties, most notably 
the near-co [lapse of the US 
fond managers Long-Term 
Capital Management <LTCM>. 


The annual meetings of the In- 
ternational Monetary Fluid and 
World Bank in October took 
place in an atmosphere of cri- 
sis. World prosperity seemed 
fragile. Then - quite suddenly 
- the jitters seemed to be over. 
LTCM was rescued and share 
prices recovered. 

The year has ended with 
concerns ringing as loud as ex- 


pressions of confidence. The 
main worry of 12 months ago 
continues: could the rest of the 
world catch the East Asian dis- 
ease? But now there are new’ 
ones. Will the euro be a success? 
Is the millennium bug a threat? 
Will Britain hit recession? My 
guess is that 1999 may turn out 
better than many people fear. I 
am more worried about 2000. 
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Israelis trample on corpse of peace 







THE MIDDLE EAST BY ROBERT FISK 


YOU HAD only to listen to the 
journalistic cliches to know 
this would be the last year of the 
Middle East “peace process". 

In January it had to be “put 
back on track". By spring, it had 
to be “resurrected**. By au- 
tumn, it had to be “salvaged". 
By year’s end, even the BBC 
TOjrid Service's correspondent 
in Jerusalem was at last forced 
to admit it was “dying”. 

Variously regarded as a rail- 
way train, a buried corpse, a 
sinking Titanic - anything 

raftior ffafln admit tfie truth — the 

Oslo Agreement was in reality 
dead the moment it was signed 
The Wye Agreement, dutifully 
signed fay Benjamin Netanyahu 
and Yasser Arafet in October, 
was merely part of the wake. 

When the Israeli Prime Min- 
ister formally declared Wye 
“suspended” just before Christ- 
mas, it was an acknowledgment 
that the game was up. There 
would be no more talks with the 
Palestinians - but of course, 
that didn’t stop further Jewish 
settlement-building on Arab 
land, the continued confiscation 
of Palestinian identification pa- 
pers and the continued de- 
struction of Palestinian homes. 

By the year’s aid the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
leader ruled over a garbage-tip 
Bantnstan of slivered towns and 
refugee camps with the help of 
11 secret police forces, prison 
torture, censorship and total 
disdain for his people’s would-be 
democratic parliament 
The Middle East peace was 
supposed to have been found- 
ed on UN Security Council Res- 
olution 242 of 1967, which called 
for Israeli withdrawal from oc- 
cupied Arab land in return for 
the security of all states (in- 
cluding Israel; in the region. 

Oslo allowed Israel to rene- 
gotiate 242, to decide which bits 
of occupied land it might “give” 
to the Palestinians and which 
bits it would keep. The occupied 
West Bank was henceforth to be 
called “disputed”, which meant 
the whole place was up for 
grabs. Which is why the Is- 
raelis started bulding a new set- 
tlement at Jebel Abu Ghoneim 
east of Jerusalem - now called 
by its Hebrew name of Har 
Homa - on the basis that Oslo 
didn’t say they couldn't build 
more settlements on Arab land. 

And which is why Mr Ne- 
tanyahu’s new Jbreign Minis- 
ter, fresh from securing the 
Wye Agreement told the Jew- 
ish settlers in the Wfest Bank to 
“seize every hilltop they can". 


Each Palestinian objection was 
treated as an attempt to destroy 
the “peace process”. When Mr 
Arafetsusperxtedpeace talks be- 
cause of the Jebel Abu 
Ghocetm/Har Homa settlement 
he was accused of wanting to ab- 


protested violently against fur- 
ther settlements, they were told 

they were trying to kill peace. 

When Mr Netanyahu 
declared Jerusalem the unified 
and eternal capital, he told the 
Palestinians they had no right 
to take away Israel's sover- 
eign capital- even though the 
future ofJerusalem, like settle- 
ments and Palestinian refu- 
gees, was supposed to be part 
of the final status talks in the 
Oslo agreement next May. 

But when Mr Arafat, sick 
and humiliated, scorned fay in- 
creasing numbers of his own 
people, suggested he might de- 
dare a Palestinian state if there 
was no May settlement, the Is- 
raelis turned on him vengefufly. 

First the Israelis said, the 
Palestine National Council had 
to renounce - for the second 
time - the da use in its charter 
that calls for the destruction of 
Israel. And only hours before it 
obediently did so, Israel pro- 
duced more conditions: no 
more threats to declare a Pales- 
tinian state or violent protests 
against the peace accord. 

Inevitably the violent Pales- 
tinian Hamas movement, still de- 
manding an Islamic state for all 
of Palestine, continued its war 
against IsraeL “Terrorists, 
screamed the Israelis. When 
Jewish settlers shot down Pales- 
tinians they were called “ex- 
tremists” or “zealots”. Double 
standards have also been a foun- 
dation of the Oslo Agreement 

But the “peace process” is 
not about fairness or justice; it 
revolves around just how little 
the Palestinians will accept in 
return for being a client king- 
dom of IsraeL The Wye Agree- 
ment - presided over by the 
fickle leadership of Bill CUnton 
- restated aD the Oslo condi- 
tions that Mr Netanyahu and 
Mr Arafet had foiled to meet but 
added a new pro-Israeli clause, 
which heaped the blame for all 
violence on to Palestinians. 

Mr Arafet was enjoined to 
hunt down “terrorists”, “ter- 
rorist cells" and the “terrorist 
structure” of “terror groups" - 
and he could forget the “ter- 
rorist" violence of Israeli set- 
tiers over whom there was to be 
no control - with the help of the 
CIA. Palestinian jails began to 


Traumas of 
a nation in 
utter collapse 

Indonesia’s Fall by 
Richard Lloyd parry 


ONE WEEK last May, the in- 
habitants of the world’s fourth 
largest nation, a country of 
rich natural resources, physical 
beauty and unique h uman di- 
versity, threw off a corrupt dic- 
tator and became free for the 
first time in 32 years. Within 
weeks, political prisoners were 
freed, banned magazines were 
reopened and preparations 
were being made for democra- 
tic elections. 

In a cruel year for Asia, the 
changes in Indonesia should 
have been the one piece of 
good news. But few in Jakarta 
look to next year with anything 
less than dark trepidation: de- 
light at President Suharto's 
removal and the sudden free- 
doms it generated have been 
overshadowed at every turn by 
economic crisis, political un- 
certainty and the reawakening 
of deadly internal conflicts. 

The last time Indonesia wit- 
nessed such chaos and such 
freedom (in the mid 1960s, just 
before the creeping coup that 
bought Suharto to power), it was 
followed by a period of terrible 
bloodshed. The fear now is of 
some kind of a repeat of that 
cyde fin; apart from new liber- 
ties, the defining characteristic 
of this year has been violence. 

It began in February with a 
scattering of riots in remote vil- 
lages in Java, provoked by food 
shortages and price increases 
and directed, as such violence 
so often is, against Indonesia’s 


Chinese minority. With in- 
creasing boldness, student 
mounted demonstrations 
against President Suharto 
across the country. At one of 
these, on 12 May at Jakarta's 
Trisakti University, soldiers 
fired live rounds, killing five 
young demonstrators. So began 
two days of violence and un- 
forgettable physical horror. In 
20 different areas of Jakarta, 
mobs of ordinary people set 
about looting, smashing and 
burning their own neighbour- 
hoods. Again, it was the Chinese 
minority which suffered the 
most - later, it became dear 
that dozens, perhaps as many 
as 160, Chinese women, had 
been tortured and raped during 
the riots. In three separate 
shopping centres, more than a 
thousand people were burnt to 
death, trapped by their own fire 
in the shops they were looting. 

Within a week, Suharto had 
resigned, in favour of his vice- 
president the eccentric and un- 
popular B J Habibie, who has 
passed new election laws. He an- 
nounced democratic elections 
for nest summer. But without 
popular legitimacy and saddled 
with Asia’s worst economic cri- 
sis, Habibie has proved inca- 
pable of uniting the country 
and quelling the violence. 

Nobody appears truty in con- 
trol of whk is taking place, and 
the violence may be the visible 
symptom of a nation in deep, 
and perhaps terminal <fistre$s. 


Soundbite of 1998 

This is not a time for soundbites. We’ve left 
them at home. I feel the hand of history upon 
our shoulders...’ Tony Blair at Northern Ireland talks 


fill up again with “Islamists” and 
the PLO*s torturers went back 
toworkwith the CIAs blessing. 

Mr Clinton used (he oppor- 
tunity of “saving the peace" to 
embellish his own failed states- 
manship, accepting almost all 
Israel’s demands - even con- 
sidering the release of an Israeli 
spy who hadbeen paid to steal 
American military secrets - 
while rewarding Mr Arafet with 
a visit to Gaza. 

Ebr most of (he year; the 
Palestinians burnt American 
Hags. In December, they 
paused to fly the US flag over 
Gaza to greet President Clinton 
as be stepped on to the soil of 
“Palestine”. But within four 
days - once they realised that 
the “friend” of Palestine was 
abandoning them a g a in - the 
Palestinians burnt the Ameri- 
can flag once more. 

Even before Mr Clinton had 
left the Middle East, Mr Ne- 
tanyahu refused to cany out 
further troop withdrawals that 
Israel had promised and then 
suspended the Wye Agreement 
altogether -no objections from 
the Americans, of course. 

Unable any longer to hafanra 
his refusal to abide by the 
terms of the Oslo accord with 
the even more beDicosepolides 


nf extremis ts in his fflhmef , Mr 
Netanyahu called an election, 
which will suspend all rela- 
tions with the Pales tinians for 
mere than three months -an ef- 
fective death notice for Oslo. 

Syria, which saw through 
the facade of Oslo from the 
start, stiO sticks to Resolution 
242 as a foundation of peace - 
and the return by Israel of the 
occupied Syrian Golan Heigh ts. 
And so does Lebanon, where 
Syrian-supported guerrillas 
finm the EGzboHah movement 
continue to attack Israeli troops 
occupying the southern part of 
Lebanon - and whose with- 
drawal was supposed to have 
been completed in 1978 undo' 
the terms of UN Resolution 425. 

Israel condemns these “ter- 
rorist attacks”, demanding yet 
more conditions that do not ap- 
pear in the UN resolution. 

If Labour takes power in the 
April Israeli elections, say the 
optimists, maybe the “peace 
process” will be put ba ck on 
trad: a gain But (he dead can- 
not be resurrected and by April, 
the explosion that all America’s 
friends in the region - Hosni 
Mubarak of Egypt, King Hus- 
sein of Jordan and Eng Fahd 
of Saudi Arabia - have warned 
of may weD have come to pass. 
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Benjamin Netanyahu, r ig ht, the Israeli Prime Minister, in discussion with the Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafet 
centre, and an interpreter; at the Wye Plantation In Maryland . 
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— THE INDEPENDENT YEAR 

We thought about little 
else for 12 solid months 
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SEX MADE headlines in 1998 as 
never before. It w'as the year of 
Viagra and BiD Clinton’s cigar 
and Ron Davies' walk on the 
wilder side of Clapham Com- 
mon. The year when parents 
everywhere struggled to ex- 
plain to children exactly what 
oral sex might be and that, no. 
it has nothing to do with doss- 
ing. It was a year when moth- 
ers turned to daughters to ask 
about the new facts of life. “So 
what exactly is phone sex, 
dear?” they inquired as we 
tried to change the subject. 

In fact looking back over the 
yean this was not just the Year 
of Sex. This was the Year of Un- 
remitting Sex. And. because life 
is kind to headline writers, 
there was also more than a little 
bit of Drugs thrown in and - 
thank you George Michael and 
Mick Jagger - same Rock and 
Roll too. In the end, everyone 
was trying to get in on the acL 
Even Tony Biair, the ultimate 
non-sex machine, claimed in his 
Mansion House speech that 
economic stability was sexy. 
But we knew better than to be- 
lieve anything so kinky. 

.And that is the other thing 
about sex in 1998. It turned out 


The Year of Sex by Ann treneman 


that the people knew better all 
along. Hie politicians cared. Oh 
yes they did! They apologised 
and grovelled and wanted to ex- 
plain. And the pundits cared too. 
Oh yes they did! They wanted 
us to know exactly how many 
gays are in the British Cabinet. 
“Are we being run by a gay 
mafia?” demanded Hie Sun 
on 9 November. The answer 
came back quickly. It was not 
“yes" or “no” but “who cares?" 

At first it all seemed a bit of 
a joke and. between Viagra 
and Zippergate, there was no 
shortage of those. Freud would 
have approved. Viagra was in- 
troduced in America in April 
and quickly became an un- 
avoidable topic. Men could not 
get enough of the stuff Neither 
could the media which is, by 
chance, run by men. We learnt 
that two-and-a-half million 
British men suffer from impo- 
tence and a search was 
launched to find them (oddly, 
none was ever in the roomi. In 
the end, they told alL In fact 
they wouldn't shut up. Three 
British couples bad Viagra ex- 


periences on day-time televi- 
sion. The whole thing was ex- 
hausting and probably a very 
good thing all round. 

Tm not sure the same can be 
said for sex and politics. Bill 
Clinton's problems began on 21 
January when The Washington 
Post reported that independent 
counsel Kenneth Starr was in- 
vestigating whether the Presi- 
dent had an affair with an 
intern. Soon we knew her name 
and it was Monica The name 
will never be the same. Nor will 
we. In the beginning there was 
confusion. 

There was quite a lot of talk 
that this was not actually an af- 
fair at all Certainly Bill seemed 
to believe this. He declared he 
had never had sexual relations 
with “that woman". Perhaps 
he was lying or perhaps he 
thought that oral sex was not re- 
ally “sexual relations” as the 
Bible knows it. 

Monica disagreed. She 
thought it was more than an af- 
fair, she thought it was love. 
This is probably the most 
under-reported sex detail of 


this case. Bill did it for sex, Mon- 
ica did it for love. 

There were periods of respite 
in late spring and ear|y summer 
Things livened up again when 
George Michael was arrested in 
April for “lewd behaviour" at the 
public lavatories in a Los An- 
geles park. 

The Starr report was re- 
leased in September. It was X- 
rated. He denied this. He 
claimed the report wasn't about 
sex. It was about lying and 
perjury and hypocrisy. But any- 
one who could read knew bet- 
ter. There was the unlit cigar, 
the snapping thong, the “oral- 
anal contact". 

Until the autumn, sex had 
been mostly a spectator sport 
in Britain. Then Ron Davies, 
Secretary of State for Whies, de- 
cided to go for a late-night walk 
on Clapham Comraoa He re- 
signed without telling us much 
about what actually happened. 
He said he was sorry and told 
the House: “We are what we 
are. We are all different, the 
product both of our genes and 
experiences." The tabloids 


tried to turn the dock back. The 
IVeirs of the World outed the 
Agriculture minister. Nick 
Brown. No one cared. Then a 
gay journalist outed a member 
of the Cabinet on Newsnight. 
Jeremy Paxman was morti- 
fied. Peter Mandelson was not 

By the end of the year the 
pundits had decided there was 
too much sex around. I'm not 
sure that we. the people, care 
that much. The politicians still 
don’t get that In America they 
are killing themselves off in a 
moralistic frenzy while Bill 
Clinton's approval ratings soar 
In Britain, greed has proved to 
be more interesting than sex. 

In fact, the real story of the 
Year of Sex is not the dirt and de- 
tails but our reaction to them. 
Professor Robert Worcester of 
Mori says this has been a wa- 
tershed year in which people 
showed that they can separate 
public politics from private lives. 
Ordinary people seem to un- 
derstand what their leaders do 
□ok that some things are com- 
plicated and personal and, in the 
end, private. 

This was the year when the 
moralists tried to undo the Six- 
ties -and failed So Ear. 



That shot of Lewinsky embracing Clinton in 1996, published widely in 1998 
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THIS WAS the year in which the 
West saw the death of its Russ- 
ian dream. Words such as “re- 
form" and "free market" 
became as enfeebled as Boris 
Yeltsin. 

A year ago Mr Yeltsin's gov- 
ernment and its western sup- 
porters could at least brandish 
several concrete achievements. 
A stable currency. Low inflation 
A smalt but thriving, stock mar- 
ket. These have now fallen apart 

The end came in August 
when Russia abandoned its ef- 
forts to defend the currency (de- 
spite billions of IMF dollars), 
and defaulted on its internal 
debt. The banking system 
seized up, slamming its doors 
on millions of depositors. The 
rouble crashed to less than a 
third of its value. Saddest of all 
Russians saw theirsavings and 
long-delayed wage arrears 
shrivel aw^y condemning them 


RUSSIA’S CRISIS BY PHIL REEVES 


to even more abject poverty. 

Only five months earlier Mr 
Yeltsin had recruited an un- 
heard-off, 35-year-old energy 
minister to replace his veteran 
premier Viktor Chernomyrdin. 
Sergei Hriyenko was a picture 
of a bewildered bank clerk. Yet 
within weeks, western diplo- 
mats were privately hailing ids 
government with its team of 
hard-headed market econo- 
mists, as the most promising in 
Russia's post-Soviet history. 

Not for long. August’s deba- 
cle led to his sacking, into his 
seat came the weathered arch- 
pragmatist and former Fbreign 
Minister, Yevgeny Primakov, 
and a “nomenklatura" cabinet 
whose chief characteristics are 
plodding caution, a respect for 
Soviet methods, and suspicion 


of western remedies. Mr Pri- 
makov is now running the 
show. How could it be other- 
wise? Mr Yeltsin started the 
year with a respiratory infec- 
tion, and was regularly troubled 
by illness and bouts of coofu- 
sion.Though he may make it to 
the end of his term in 2000. his- 
tory seems certain to show 
that the Yeltsin era fizzled out 
in 1998. 

So what does 1999 hold? 
There is precious Utile cause for 
optimism. As the rouble print- 
ing presses roll inflation will 
worsen and, with it, the eco- 
nomic pressure on an already 
deeply beleaguered population. 
GDP next year is expected to 
be about that of Belgium. Cor- 
ruption shows no sign of abat- 
ing And political extremism is 


on the rise. The Communists 
may not have expanded their 
(frozen) electoral base but they 
are in triumphant mood, savour- 
ing the rout of the pro-western 
“reformers". 

Democracy is making no real 
headway in Russia's regions. 
This year saw an attempt to MB 
Georgia's president Eduard 
Shevardnadze: a deeply flawed 
election in Azerbaijan, and a 
crackdown on opposition forces 
in Kazakhstan. The most de- 
pressing event came in St Pe- 
tersburg with the murder of 
Galina Starovoitova, standard- 
bearer of liberal democracy. 

Was there anything to cele- 
brate? Yes, but not much. Mr 
Yeltsin buried the Romanovs 
with real dignity. Parliament 
emerged stronger, having de- 


feated Mr Yeltsin over his 
choice of a replacement for Mr 
Kiriyenko, a positive step in a 
nation where the constitution 
vests huge powers in the 
president. 

And, although Mr Primakov 
is for from the ideal figure to 
lead Russia from its benighted 
state, he is not the knee-jerk So- 
viet, the “hardline spy master" 
that some in the West portray 
him to be. 

The coming year will see an 
acceleration in the search for 
a successor to Boris Yeltsin. 
The only other candidates who 
stand a chance are the Com- 
munist, Gennady Zyuganov; 
Moscow's mayor Yuri Luzhkov, 
and General Alexander Lebed 

But they are much more 
alarming to western liberal 
democratic eyes, than the wily 
and elderly, but safe, Mr 
Primakov. 
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A feudal 
epoch 
drawing 
to a close 


Lords Abolition 
by Andrew Grice 
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The Queen’s Speech in the House of Lords in November. A year of trench warfare against Labour may have undermined the case for retai nin g hereditary peers 


THE CHEEKY Christmas card 
from the Tory Opposition in the 
Lords shows a cartoon of Tony 
Blair next to a half-demolished 
Lords building. A workman 
tells him: “So far so good. 
Prime Minister Now what?” 

The card was intended to 
poke fun at Mr Blair's reluc- 
tance to spell out his long-term 
reform plans for the second 
chamber. Unfortunately, the 


joke was on the Tories for most 
of 1998 as Labour’s plans to de- 
molish the rights of hereditary 
peers bad a smoother passage 
than expected 

Cabinet ministers are con- 
vinced that the Tory-dominat- 
ed hereditaries signed their 
own death warrants, helping Mr 
Blair to end 900 years of what 
he called “feudal domination”. 

Firstly, the Lords threw out 


on five occasions Labour's 
plans for a proportional system 
at European Parliament elec- 
tions. The Bill win go through 
in the new year but the rebel- 
lion played into Mr Blair's 
bands by bolstering his case for 
removing the hereditaries. 

The second event was even 
more dramatic. Viscount Cran- 
borne, the hereditary peer and 
Tbry leader in the Lords, was 


Hague for secretly carrying on 
negotiations with Mr Blair 
about reprieving 91 of the 750 
hereditaries until the Govern- 
ment implemented “stage two” 
of its Lords reforms. 

The row provoked an un- 
precedented split between the 
Tory Party leadership in the 
Commons and the party's 470 
peers, most of whom backed 


Lord Cranborne. At the heart 
of the matter was Mr Hague's 
desire for his troops to show 
“zero tolerance” of govern- 
ment legislation, and Lord 
Cranbome’s wish to call off 
trench warfare in return for 
saving some of the heredi- 
taries. “Hague wanted us to die 
in the ditch, but most of us just 
wanted to lie down and pass 
away peacefully,” recalled one 


Tory hereditary. Although Mr 
Hague's aides insist the pub- 
lic admired the “strong lead- 
ership” he showed, many Tory 
MPs and peers believe the fi- 
asco raised new doubts about 
whether he is the right man to 
lead the party into the next gen- 
eral election. 

Mr ELague^s embarrassment 
may be compounded in the 
new yean when the Cranborne 
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plan will almost certainly be 
added to Labour's Bill to scrap 
{hp hereditaries’ right to sit and 
vote in the Upper House. 

The Tbry leader may seek to 
regain the initiative by out- 
flanking Mr Blair over long- 
term reform and is believed to 
be wanning to the idea ofa fully 
elected second chamber Such 
a move would be opposed by 
many MPs, since a Lords with 
more democratic legitimacy 
would demand greater pow- 
ers to amend legislate n. 

Senior Tbries are worried 
that Air Hague is about to pro- 
voke a second toffs' revolt as 
many Tory life peers would op- 
pose an ej ec t ed phamhec since 
they would be out of a job. “It 
seems Hfa g uw is going to make 
the same mistakes all over 
a gain, " said one prominent 
Tory “lifer". “He hasn’t con- 
sulted us at all and we are get- 
ting very twilchy." 

Mr Hague is unrepentant 
He is convinced Mr Blair is vul- 
nerable to the charge of want- 
ing a second chamber full of 
“Tony’s cronies'’. A cabinet 
committee chaired by Lord 
Irvine of Lairg the Lord Chan- 
cellor has discu ss ed plans for 
a house in which only a third of 
the members were directly 
elected by the voters. Another 
third could be elected from 
among members of the Scot- 
tish, Wfelsh and Northern Ire- 


land assemblies to be set up 
next year; with the rest ap- 
pointed from the ranks of the 
present 500 life peers. 

But cabinet sources insist no 
blueprint has been drawn up. 
Mr Blair is unlikely to declare 
Cabinet’s hand when a White 
Paper on “stage two" will be - 
published in the new year 
to avoid the charge of pre- 
empting the Royal Commis- 
sion, which will be set up 
shortly. It should produce pro- 
posals within a year. 

Another by-product is that 
the second stage could happen 
much quicker than expected. 
Until the Cranborne affair; 
Labour had virtually ruled out 
further reform until the hered- 
itaries had been removed after 
the next general election. 

Mr Blair has told Labour 
MPs he hopes the reform will 
be on the statute book before 
the election, but many MPs 
and peers remain scepticaL 
Air Blair is already anxious to 
avoid the charge of “constitu- 
tional overload”. 

Despite the dramatic events 
of this autumn, the pace of 
Lords reform tends to be rather 
sedate. The hereditaries' rights 
were supposed to be abolished 
under “stage two" of the 1911 
Parliament Act. which was 
billed as a “transitional mea- 
sure" -just like Labour's forth- 
coming Bill. 
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Storm that hit 
the conscience 
of the world 

Hurricane Mitch 

BY PHIL DAVISON 
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A Honduran Eamily in a shelter made from the remains 

of their house overlooking Tegucigalpa David, Rose 
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few are talking at the end of this western hemisphere since 
year about Saddam, Bill or 23,000 died when a volcanic 
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What were we doing bombing 



War on Saddam by Robert Fisk 


WHY WAS anyone surprised 
39 when America and Britain 
bombed Iraq just before Christ' 
mas? We love these Arab dic- 
tators when they do what we 
want by toppling foppish Egypt- 
ian or Libyan kings or invading 
Iran. But when they nationalise 
the Suez canal, attack Berlin 
discos or invade Kuwait we 
bomb them. That’s what neo- 
colonialism is all about. 

In the 1930s, the RAF was 
bombing recalcitrant Iraqis - 
usually Kurds - under the com- 
mand of the future Arthur 
“Bomber" Harris. Sixty' years 
later, we were doing it again. 
Then the Iraqis were rebels; 
now they are guilty' of far worse 
crimes, which, through the con- 
stant repetition of the list over 
the past three weeks, have be- 
come a mantra of world evil. 

So let's get through the 1998 
list President Saddam Hussein, 
according to Messrs Bill Clin- 
ton and Tony Blair 
One: Refuses to abide by count- 
less United Nations Security 
Council resolutions; 

Two: Continues to build weap- 
ons of mass destruction; 
Three: Blocks the work of Un- 
scom arms inspectors; 

Four Abuses human rights: 
Five: Has used poison gas “on 
his own people". 

Six: Threatens his neighbours. 

We ail know President Sad- 
dam is awful. Not as bad as 
Hitler or Stalin, but probably 
worse than Laurent Kabila, 
certainly worse than Muammar 
Gaddafi. 

But who else in 1998 qualifies 
for the first crime? Israel and 
Serbia. Who qualifies for the 
second crime? Iran, Israel. 
Syria, P akistan, India. Crime 
number three is exclusive be- 
cause there’s no Unscom to in- 
spect the other countries’ 
weapons of mass destruction. 
But qualifying for crime num- 
ber four? Algeria Egypt, Iran, 
^ Israel. Libya Palestine, Syria 
“ Saudi Arabia Turkey ... you 
name it. Crime number five? 
Only Iraq - with a caveat why 
does no Western leader men- 
tion that he killed far more 
Iranians with gas than he did 


Iraqi Kurds? Because the 
Kurds were supporting Iran at 
the time? Or because the For- 
eign Office and the US State 
Department supported Iraq 
when it was gassing Iranians? 
Guilty of number six? Iran, Is- 
rael. Palestine, Syria, Turkey. 

So what were we doing 
bombing Iraq? Or, more to the 
point, why weren't we bombing 
all the other Middle Eastern 
sinners? Back in February, we 
clearly wanted to bomb Iraq 
when President Saddam pre- 
vented UN arms inspectors 
from entering his palaces. The 
UN Secretary’- General, Kofi 
Annan, produced a “memo- 
randum of unders tandin g" to let 

the UN make a one-time 
inspection, in the company of 
foreign diplomats. Then Pres- 
ident Saddam reneged again, 
sending the inspectors home. 
To the fury of the American mil 
itary. Bill Clinton called off the 
bombers at the last moment. 

Then President Saddam 
blocked the inspectors once 
more, and it was “chocks away". 
Or so we are led to believe. 

Certainly, President Saddam 
had decided to rid himself of the 
inspectors. Indeed, he almost 
certainly wished to be bombed 
- he had given up any hope of 
haring sanctions lifted. He 
knew he would survive and 
that the Arab world would sym- 
pathise with the Iraqis who 
suffered and that the UN 
Security Council would be split 
between the US-British alliance 
and the rest. 

His list of crimes may seem 
obvious in the West. In the 
Middle East, the list of those 
who also commit his crimes is 
rather better known. And so is 
the result of eight years of UN 
sanctions: the 5,000 babies 
dying every month, the children 
dying of cancer in the irradiated 
battlefields of southern Iraq, the 
villagers drinking water from 
rivers and taps contaminated 
with sewage, the girls prosti- 
tuting themselves. 

All President Saddam's fault 
Messrs Clinton, Blair and Cook 
tell us. But it's not Iraq cannot 
feed itself under the oil-for- 


A searchlight 
.shining into 
police bigotry 

THE LAWRENCE CASE 
BY KATHY MARKS 
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THERE WAS a scene in the 
— Rifely weeks of the Stephen 
Lawrence inquiry that could 
liave come straight from a Joe 
Orton farce. 

In the witness box was 
Inspector Ian Little, the police 
officer entrusted with the del- 
icate task of liaising with 
Stephen's parents, Neville and 
Doreen Lawrence, on the night 
of the murder in EUtham, south- 
east London. Insp Little was 
asked what words of comfort he 
had offered the Lawrences as 
they waited outside the resus- 
citation room at the hospital 

What he told them, he said, 
" "as this. “We’ve got a young lad 
in there, he's dead, we don't 
know who he is and we'd like to 
clarify that point. If it's not 
your son, all well and good, but 
we need to know and I'm sure 
you’d like to know as well” 

Such moments, and there 
were many of them, highlighted 
the extent to which the Metro- 
politan Police failed the 
Lawrences in their direst hour. 
But when the public inquiry de- 
livers its verdict early next 
year on a police force regarded 
as one of the world's finest, 
gross insensitivity is sure to be 
the least serious of its findings. 
‘3 The eight-month inquiry ex- 
posed police incompetence on 
a grand scale. But as the weeks 
went by the inquiry, chaired by 
Sir William Macpherson of 
Cl uny, grew into something far 
larger than was envisaged tv 
Jack Straw, the Home Secre- 
tary, who set its original remit 

The case was not just about a 
murder investigation. It was 
about the fragjBiy of race relatio ns 
at the aid of the 20th century 
about die bigotry and prejudice 
that stiQ pollute public life. 

The inquiry opened almost 
five years to the day after 


Stephen, a talented 18-year- 
old, was accosted and stabbed 
while waiting for a bus home. 

The intervening period had 
brought fresh torment for his 
parents. First the Crown Pros- 
ecution Service dropped its 
case against the prime sus- 
pects: Neil Acourt, his brother 
Jamie, David Norris, Luke 
Knight and Gary Dobson. Then 
an attempt by the Lawrences 
to bring a private prosecution 
collapsed. At the inquest, they 
watched in impotent fury as the 
five suspects mockingly in- 
voked their right to silence. 

It was the cumulative effect 
of the testimony by the 65 po- 
lice witnesses that was more 
shocking. It emerged that de- 
tectives received dozens of tip- 
offs in the first 48 hours naming 
the killers, but delayed making 
arrests for a fortnight The se- 
nior detective in charge was not 
aware of the legal grounds on 
which arrests could be made. 

The inquiry was told that key 
witnesses were not followed up 
for weeks, and only cursory 
searches were made of the 
suspects’ homes. The question 
was: had police been stagger- 
ingly incompetent, or had cor- 
ruption and racism played a 
pail? 

The corruption theory was 
that David Norris’s father, Clif- 
ford, a gangster and known as- 
sociate of one Met officer, had 
paid off the detectives. The 
evidence was inconclusive. The 
allegations of racism, though, 
were far more compelling. 

Some observers believe the 
way in which ethnic minority 
communities are policed is a lit- 
mus test of justice. If that is so, 
toe Lawrence case has high- 
lighted toe chasm between higi 
ideals and the harsh reality oflife 
in multi-cultural Britain. 


SOUNDBITE OF 1998 

‘No government in history has been as obsessed 
with public relations as this one. Speaking tor 
myself, ft there is a message, 1 want to be off It’ 

jiyemy Paxman. presenter of ‘Newsnight’ 


food programme, as the UN's 
bureaucrats have now admit- 
ted. President Saddam is 
unaffected by sanctions, yet we 
continue to impose them. 

Journalists are afraid of the 
figure of a million Iraqis dead 
through sanctions. But if the 
death toll for children is correct 

- and the statistic comes from 
the World Health Organisation 

- then we're talking about more 
than *180,000 dead children 
alone. When do we start talking 
about genocide? 

So this Christmas, we debate 
the rights and wrongs of killing 
62 Iraqi soldiers and 82 civilians 
in bombing raids and ignore 
00,000 dead children who have 
expired via sanctions since Jan- 
uary. Arabs, of course, do noL 
However deplorable their 
regimes, there is an over- 
whelming sense of fury and 
humiliation in the Arab world, 
which the Ramadan bombings 
have brought to boiling point. 
The conviction that it was ail 
done to help President Clinton 
to avoid impeachment seems to 
put it beyond the immoral. 

And of course, we've forgot- 
ten one of the most intriguing 


- and dangerous - revelations 
of the year. UN senior inspec- 
tor Scott Ritter’s admission 
that for years he was liaising 
with the Israeli intelligence 
service, something the Iraqis 
had claimed all along fto the 
contemptuous dismissal of the 
Americans and British). 

Our masters didn't mention 
that when they launched their 
cruise missiles, did they? How 
much of Unscom's work was 
being handed on to the Israelis? 
Just Mr Ritter’s investigations? 
He said the Israelis pinpointed 
targets for inspection to him. 
Does that mean, directly or 
indirectly, that they also helped 
to target toe missiles? 

Washington politics are so 
cynical that there is not much 
point in debating the timing of 
toe air strikes and Mr Clinton's 
impeachment But what about 
Mr Blair, shrilly insisting that 
everything is above board. 

French television got it 
about right when its Guignol 
series - the equivalent of Spit- 
ting Image - concluded after 
the bombings that the Prime 
Minister was the President's 
new While House intern. 



A man searching the rubble of his Baghdad house, hit by a missile during this month’s air raids Patrick Bar; AFP 
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Danger, daring, surprise, the works 
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Classical music by Michael Church 


the curse of the music scene 
is its sheer predictability. I’ve 
developed a phobia for over 
hyped stars, the lumbering or- 
chestral merry-go -round, and 
all but the most inspired stabs 
at the exhausted core reper- 
toire. I've heard some line or< 
chestrai concerts, but none 
sticks in the mind: I’ve been to 
recitals by Alfred Brendel, 
Evgeny Kissin and Mitsuko 
Uchida, but each served only to 
send me back to their superla- 
tive recordings. 

What I do vividly remember 
- apart from moments of old- 
fashioned excellence - is dan- 
ger. daring and surprise. A big 
hand, then, for the Romanian 
buskers whose clarinet-and- 
accordion rendering of Vien- 
nese classics kept a Tube-full of 
passengers entranced between 
Leicester Square and King's 
Cross. Let this anonymous pan- 
stand tor the unappreciated 
army who routinely palliate 
drab city life. 

An accolade, too, for the 


young cellist Richard Jenkin- 
son, whose recent recital of 
Brahms, Kodaly and Fiazzolla 
at Southwark Cathedral show- 
ed him to be on a par with the 
ubiquitous Steven Isseriis. 

Jenkinson is earning his 
bread as principal cellist in the 

City of Birmingham Symphony 

Orchestra but stands at the 
head of another army of unsung 
heroes: professional musicians 
prepared to give top-notch con- 
certs free. 

Among the more kosher 
events, two left indelible mem- 
ories. I never expect to hear a 
more wrenchingiy vivid ac- 
count of Bach's St John Passion 
than that by New College choir 
in their natural habitat under 
the baton of Edward Hi g gin- 
bottom and supported by a bril- 
liant period ensemble. And the 
opening recital of Louis Lortie’s 
Beethoven cycle - continuing 
next month at the Wigmore - 
was so fresh as to have us on 
the edge of our seats. 

But concerts are constricted 


by their etiquette: the year’s 
most intense experiences all in- 
volved the fusion of music, 
drama and visual invention, 
with the most being 

Shockheaded Peter. Based on 
cautionary tales for delinquent 
German tots, this Grand Guig- 
nol extravaganza depended ta- 
rts frisson on the extraordi- 
nary presence of feisettist Mar- 
tin Jacques. While the human 
marionettes on stage did un- 
speakable things to ppeh other, 
Jacques gave each grotesque 
scene a diabolical musical spin. 
They’ll be back at the Lyric 
Hammersmith in February, 
and so will L 

This year saw five sensa- 
tional opera productions, of 
which three were at Glynde- 
bourne. You couldn’t wish for a 
more perfect Glyndebourne 
opera than Strauss's Capriccio. 
nor a more perfectly judged 
production of it than John Cox's 
1973 version, back in a stunning 
revival with Dame Kiri Te 
Kanawa. 


Nicholas LehnhofTs revived 
production of Katya Kabanova 
-starring Amanda Roocroft- 
was no less stunning, visually 
and vocally. 

And in a film-noir staging of 
Handel’s Rodelmda (back in 
repertory next year) we at last 
got to hear the fabled counter- 
tenor Andreas. Scholl live on 
stage, and breathtaking it was. 
Not merely through tonal purity 
or technical perfection, but' 
through shea: artistry- the way 
he shaped his phrases, and 
tbe noble musicalily of his pres- 
ence. And thisyear I saw things 
done to Monteverdi which 
should have been disastrous 
but actually were miracles. 

Minimalist choreographer 
Trisha Brown turned Or^feo 
into an flli-ffon c fog dr eam at ttw» 
Barbican, while Welsh Nation- 
al Opera extracted raunchy 
comedy - plus sublime beauty 
- from the Tarantino horrors of 
Llitcaronaziane di Popped. If 
you don't believe me, watch it 
on BBC2 on 29 December 
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Opera noir: a breathtaking ‘Kodelinda’ at Glyndebourne 


Laurie Lewis 
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The year 
of the big 
squelch 

Pop by Andy Gill 
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MOMENTS OF the year? There 
were, to be brutally honest, 
few notable moments at all in 
a British pop year dredging the 
depths of a post-Britpop slump, 
seemingly bereft of creative 
momentum at all save for one 
or two embers of inspiration. 

On the performing front, the 
highlight was probably Corpo- 
ral Robbie Williams' rallying of 
the troops in that First World 
War theme-park known as the 
Glastonbury Festival of Love. 
Peace and Mud. 

As usual, the best British 
records came from the crowd- 
ed intersection of rock and 
dance, with Fatbov Slim lead- 
ing the assault with his remixes 
of Comershop’s ‘‘Brimful Of 
Asha” and Wfldcbild's “Rene- 
gade Master", followed by the 
knockout punch of “The Rock- 
afella Skank", surely the single 
of the year. 

In another damning indict- 
ment of British pop's back- 
ward nature, there was more 
decent French pop than British 
in 1998. thanks to the likes of 
Stardust, Bob Sinclar, Lo'Jo 
and Air. One glimmer of hope 
, was provided by Gomez's win- 
ning of the Mercuiy Music 
Prize, a reflection of tbe band's 
imaginative, eclectic approach 
and a promising indication of a 


shift back towards American in- 
fluences after years of Britpop 
navel-gazing. 

This shift was entirely 
appropriate, given that 1998 
was the year American pop fi- 
nally dragged itself out of its 
own protracted slump, by 
rediscovering the power of its 
old roots music. American 
artists from Beck to tbe Beast- 
ie Boys, Lambchop to Sparkle- 
horse, all issued records 
imbued with a restless pioneer 
spirit, while Mercury Rev pro- 
duced tiie album of the year in 
Deserter's Songs, a haunting 
uplifting work that contained a 
good half-dozen or so of the 
year’s great pop moments. 

Apart from that, 1998 was 
notable mainly for the scum- 
line of flakiness and criminality 
settling around much of the 
music industry. George Michael 
was arrested in Beverly Hills, 
while back home Ian Brown 
and Mark Morrison - surely the 
stupidest men in pop - both 
found themselves languishing 
at Her Majesty’s pleasure for 
ego-related obnoxiousness. 

SHU, at least they managed, 
to get themselves arrestej^ 
something few other Britisn 
acts managed in the sorriest 
year for pop since Waterman 
first met Stock and Aitken. 


Swinging way 
out to infinity 

Jazz by Phil Johnson * 

AS MISSION statements, man- cert sounds distinctly imKkelv 
ifestos or corporate cnaios go. Did Petrucdani really hammCT 
I J ai ? t ^yatjust one note of tbe key- 
got that swing, might lackaht- board for a foil 10 minutes, as Ids 

nutrf toilY/Sn*!? 1 ^er became a cartoon blur of 

out of ten it still does the busi- motion-Iin<>s lit** www*., nfl 
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out of ten it still does the busi- 
ness where jazz is concerned. 

| At the Brecon Jazz Festival in 
August the diminutive French 
pianist Michel Petrucdani (he 
has a rare bone disease that hi 
restricted bis growth), swung so 

fpacplocdir cn j 
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motion-lines, like Wbody Wood- 
pecker’s beak? Did he then re- 
peat a single bluesy phrase for 
another 10 minutes, using not 
one finger but two? And if so, 
why did we like it so much? 

It was once said of a boogje- 

WOOPIP nifiniet that- U. L x Z, e% 
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performance no one could quite two of thS^Md^S^ *** 

It was less liicp a ^h e encores, Petruc-C, • 
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Hines, Art Tatum,PhineasS SSS*!™ 1 ** 1 S® beneaU 1 

bom and all the other g^t 

jazz piano magicians of the past, nhjud T mUC ? ap ‘ 

standing at the bar lookine on M nd iow 311(1 bow in 

and sipping their pints, sa^ng, 

“Go on my son!" Even the fij ^ » 

fores and fittings in the Market vo» “ en cned ' 

Hail appeared to be expanding ^1!?^ 5 ut mto bot 

and contracting in time to the 8 ^ beer- 

deteminate rtiyilunio boinro of '“^“gareets.withanaonof 
that mercurial swing-thing. jwjy Wttnng in your head, 

, “agf ^ was halludna- ™>od' 

- ^ then much ° fthe -■ ^ 
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The world 
turned the 
right way up 

visual Arts by tom Lubbock 


JN THE visual arts, it Is whole 
shows that usually get re- 
viewed. But when it comes to 
reviewing the year, things can 
be different The shows have 
closed and faded. It's single 
works that glow in the memo- 
ry. Here are a dozen from 1998, 
in no particular order. They 
were ail shown in the UK 

Hie first was a show in itself. 
The Palace of Projects by Ilya 
& Emilia Kabakov, erected in 
London and Manchester was a 
makeshift labyrinth. tilled with 
masses of earnest, ingenious 
schemes for the world - a 
method of punishing house- 
hold objects, a plan to raise all 
the dead. The Palace was a 
great joke and more: a work in 
praise of human wishes, a mon- 
ument to optimism. 

The last paintings of Pierre 
Bonnard went beyond beauty to 
new intensities. Nude in the 
Bath and Small Dog <1943> in 
the Tate retrospective, show his 
now dead wife. Marthe. still 
bathing as ever. Her imagined 
body floats corpse-like, dis- 
solving into its liquid cocoon 
and the painting's sour metal- 
lic hues. The whole picture 
feels drowned. The only clear 
image is the basset, heraldic on 
the bath-maL Everything may 
be lost - the dog at least is faith- 
ful to the memory. 

Caius Cibber’s stone sculp- 
tures of Melancholy and Rav- 
ing Madness < 1676) once stood 
before Bedlam. They were 
shown in the Science Museum. 


These powerful, tormented 
figures are astonishing, not 
just for fusing nobility and 
wretchedness, but as re- 
minders of what public art 
could once be: an open recog- 
nition of life’s terrors. 

Gloss over the subject of Re- 
nata Bertelii’s Continuous Pro- 
file of Mussolini (1933). This 
object, in “Speed” at the 
Whitechapel, performs a spec- 
tacular paradox. It looks like a 
big chess-piece. Then you see 
that its turning edge, all round, 
is IJ Duce’s silhouette. Sud- 
denly it’s a spinning blur. Or 
rather, what’s oddec there’s no 
deception. It's clearly solid and 
static. It’s a sculpture of a blur. 

The glimpse through a door- 
way to a sun-lit room was the 
most piercing trick in Pieter de 
Hooch’s domestic interiors, 
shown at Dulwich Picture 
Gallery. A Mother and Child 
iciih its Head in her Lap < 1658) 
is its loveliest example. The 
front room is shady: a flash of 
light hits the open door a square 
of light spreads on the floor be- 
yond The device goes deep -into 
early feelings about the big 
world opening out beyond you. 
At the same time it’s oily house- 
hold magic. The promised land 
is the room next dooc 

Susan Hiller's Wild Talents 
was a haunting video piece, in- 
stalled in darkness at the top of 
Berry House in ClerkenweU. It 
played a dreamy sequence of 
film-clips showing paranormal 
happenings, sampled from 


movies such as Poltergeist. All 
questions of reality were sus- 
pended The special effects be- 
came pure wonders. 

Though she just missed the 
Turner Prize, Tacita Dean’s 
chalk-on-Wackboard drawings. 
The Roaring Forties: Seven 
Boards in Seven Days, stole 
the show (Tate'. These pic- 
tures of sea and ships have a re- 
markable presence. Their 
secret is using chalk and black- 
board as a tonal medium, as 
light and dark. The images are 
phantoms, flashing out of dark- 
ness. on the verge of erasure. 

Bridget Riley's four screen 
prints, Nineteen Greys (1968) 
were the real eye-catchers in her 
show at Abott Hall, Kendal. 
They’re simply grey spots on 
grey, but masterfully judged to 
create multiple surface illusions 
-of shadow-fall and smoky film, 
shiny mirroring and deep-cut 
holes. The effects are lucid but 
elusive. You can analyse, but you 
cant blink out of them. 

Seen at Art TM in Inverness. 
David Connearn's ink draw- 
ings are philosophical investi- 
gations, studies in intention. 
One free-hand straight line is 
drawn under another, over and 
over. Each line tries to hug the 
wandering path of the last, but 
wanders itself So a Chinese 
whisper picture accumulates, 
whose beautiful patterns are 
quite unintended, generated 
only by the hand's error. 

Marion Coutts’ London 
Leisure was shown and played 
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The Roaring Fbrties: Seven Boards in Seven Days’ (top) and ‘Disappearance at Sea' 
by Tacita Dean, who just missed the Turner Prize bnt stole the show at the Tate 


at Riba. It was a set of playable 
table-tennis tables, but remade 
- green for green - into the 
shape and plan of London's 
central parks: an indoor public 
sculpture, a knockabout map. 
and (rare today) an artwork 
that affirms everyday life. Marc 
Quinn’s Study for Approaching 
Planck Density 66 Kg was a 
small mound of metal on the 


floor of the South London 
Gallery: a lead cast of the 
artist's skin, compacted like 
dropped trousers. You made out 
a face and foot in the squash - 
a folded bog-person, the body 
reduced to a tablet of itself 
My full stop is Piero Man- 
zoni’s Socle du Monde (196l>. 
seen at the Serpentine. It’s an 
iron cuboid, on which the title, 


“world-plinth", is embossed - 
upside down. And with that in- 
version. the world itself is 
turned upside down. This block 
at our feet is the planet's 
pedestal. We stand towards the 
whole earth as its spectators 
and makers. In a few square 
feet it does what a certain 
dome, opening a year from 
now. can only dream of doing. 



moment 


THEATRE BY PAUL TAYLOR 


WHEN PETER BROOK made his 
classic statement that “theatre 
reopens what definition doses’*, 
he probably wasn't envisaging 
the spectacle of two men in 
suits pretending to be idiotic 
thespians pretending to be the 
Prince and Princess of Wales 
and everyone else associated 
with their ill-starred marriage. 

Yet in its own sublimely silly, 
rulebook- tearing fashion, the 
National Theatre performance 
of Brent’s Love Upon the 
Throne is a rapturous illustra- 
tion of what he means. For as 
well as being the funniest show 
of the year, this piece has a cu- 
riously touching self-reflexive 
quality'. Hapless inadequates 
thrust into roles they can’t 
manage play, well, hapless in- 
adequates thrust into roles 
they can't manage. 

So it has a revelatory’ aspect 
too: by highlighting the kinship 
between toe predicaments of an 
actor and the predicament of a 
royal Love Upon the Throne ex- 
poses the inherent sympathy in 
theatrical presentations of 
monarchy, even those designed 
to be satiric. 

Meanwhile, a real eye- 
openec or rather ear-opener for 
me was the intensity of the si- 
lence at both performances I 
attended of the National Thea- 
tre's production of Copen- 
hagen, my play of the year. 

Michael Frayn’s profound 
and haunting meditation on sci- 
ence and morality and the inef- 
fable mysteries of human 
motivation explores difficult ma- 
terial with a searchingness that 
simply would not be risked in a 
television play or film. 

In some austere afterlife, a 


trio of people re-enacts the 
enigmatic visit made in 1941 by 
the German physicist Werner 
Heisenberg, to his Danish coun- 
terpart and erstwhile men toe 
Niels Bohr. This puzzle opens up 
matters of stupendous moment 

Some complained that it was 
a treatise rather than a play. 
But the essence of drama is 
rhythm and. as Michael B lake- 
move’s production beautifully 
brought out, Copenhagen is 
built on the recurring rhythms 
of re-enactment. A dazzling 
achievement. 

The past year has also 
stretched credulity, on the the- 
atrical front, in several pleasing 
ways. 

A Racine season in the West 
EndV This seemed about as fea- 
sible as a Ray Cooney retro- 
spective at the Bouffes du Nord. 
before the Almeida's Jonathan 
Kent triumphantly brought it off 
with Diana Kigg and Toby 
Stephens. Then again, a solo gig 
from David Hare? Surely they 
meant to book Jackie Mason? 

But V7a Dolorosa, his re- 
flections mi a first visit to the 
Middle East, was no mere 
what-I-did-in-the-holidays lec- 
ture with slides, nor a lazy sub- 
stitute for a play. 

A gripping dramatic mono- 
logue about tlie ambiguous 
benefits and penalties of faith, 
communicated with wit. fire 
and growing confidence, it 
managed like many of the best 
things this year - Sarah Kane's 
Cmi'e, Mark Ravenhill's Hand- 
bag and the briiliantly baleful 
junk-opera Shoclcheaded Peter 
- to disturb your assumptions 
about what form a theatrical 
experience can take. 


Great bits, but no pieces 


Old tricks and new 


V 



THERE WERE movies with 
great things in them this year, 
although not actually any great 
movies. 

The most startling images 
came in the opening 25-minute 
flurry of Saving Private Ryan, 
Steven Spielberg's account of 
the American D-Day landings 
at Omaha. No sooner does the 
r , amp on the foremost landing 
craft drop down than a chat- 
tering hail of machine-gun fire 
engulfs the oncoming marines. 

Spielberg gets up dose to the 
impact of gunfire as bullets 
whistle through flesh, khaki 
steel helmets. There is 
nowhere to hide in this open-air 
ughterhouse. 

Then comes the moment 


Film by Anthony Quinn 


when it all seems to freeze, and 
Captain Miller (played superbly 
by Tom Hanks) enters a kind of 
battle fugue, the thunder of 
the guns slowing and muffling 
around him: it’s a state of ab- 
straction brought on by terror, 
which certain soldiers on the 
Western Front also recall after 
going over the top. 

Miller, whose dream-time 
has lasted no more than four or 
five seconds, forces himself 
back into the horrific present 
In these moments Spielberg 
gestures towards an ungtam- 
o rous truth about men in com- 
bat that real bravery lies not in 


gun-toting heroics but in the 
sheer will to cany on. 

It’s no discredit to Spielberg 
that the rest of his film failed to 
match the gut-churning bravu- 
ra. Who could follow that? 

On a much smaller scale. 
Brian de Palma ran into a sim- 
ilar difficulty with his conspir- 
acy thriller Snake Eyes. The 20 
minute Steadicam take that 
opens the film is an audacious 
and exhilarating demonstra- 
tion of film craft, conducting the 
audience via a crooked cop 
(Nicolas Cage) right into the 
heart of fight night in Atlantic 
City. 


Cage holds the centre here 
as he orbits the fight arena, 
pocketing bribes, beating up a 
mis creant and generally wal- 
lowing in the glow of bis own 
self-love. . 

De Palma builds the se- 
quence beautifully, wiring us 
into the frenzied expectation 
around the baying auditorium 
- it’s like lions-and-Christians 
night in Ancient Rome. 

Then comes what is my 
favourite movie moment this 
year as Cage gets to his feet 
with a triumphant yell of “I am 
the king!” On that instant the 
whole arena rises with him. Glo- 
rious fun. Snake Eyes there- 
after turned into a nugatory 

join-th e-dots thriller. 


SOMETHING OLD. something 
new, something borrowed - the 
reliable old formula worked 
again. Yes, I did see something 
blue too, but that was not a high- 
light of my year 

The besL of the old was Birm- 
ingham Royal Ballet's revival of 
Ninette de Valois’s The Prospect 
Before Us, a huge hit during the 
Second World War but not per- 
formed for 50 years because 
eveiyone was afraid it would not 
work without its original stan the 
late, great Robert Helpmann. 

Well there isn’t reaDy anyone 
to match his comic exuberance, 
but the jokes now are given 
more as an ensemble effort 
and bow good it was to see David 
Bindery's company celebrating 


Dance by John Percival 


the centenary of their founder 
Dame Ninette, by presenting 
such a lively, funny, unhack- 
neyed piece, with a story which 
proved that in the 18 th century 
dancers got up to just as many 
lively tricks as they do today. 

My best new' piece also bad 
a female choreographer Siob- 
han Davies, who never offers 
anything so old-fashioned as a 
story, but does make beautiful 
dances for her beautiful 
dancers. She called this work 
Eighty-eight because that’s the 
year she started her company 
and also because it is the num- 
ber of keys on a piano. She set 


it to Conlon Nancarrow's high- 
ly individual music for player 
piano. Sometimes mysterious, 
sometimes jazzy, the outcome 
was so appealing I was drawn 
to see it again and again. 

The reopening of the new. 
vastly improved Sadler's Wells 
Theatre brought joy to the au- 
tumn with a series of dance com- 
panies; among them William 
Forsythe's amazing company 
from Frankfurt His choreo- 
graphy. taking classical ballet 
further into the next century 
than anyone else has attempt- 
ed, was already admired here, 
thanks to the Royal Ballet but 


for the greatest delight you 
need to see his regular dancers 
making its revolutionary inno- 
vations of shape, timing and tex- 
ture look absolutely natural. 

And while London borrowed 
from Germany, the Edinburgh 
Festival borrowed tliree dance 
companies from Holland to cel- 
ebrate the highly original Dutch 
choreographer Hans van 
Manen. Best of all was the dev- 
astating originality of Live. This 
lets its female protagonist start 
on stage, accompanied by giant 
video projections of her face or 
hands before the cameraman 
pursues her into the street while 
the enthralled audience sits 
watching her image walk So vul- 
nerable. so brave: such magic. 
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Hold on. Haven’t we been here before? 


SO many of the new things 
about 1998 had a curiously deja 
vu feeling. No self-receding 
child could be seen in the play- 
ground without a yo-yo. But 
didn't we aRifimty rememberyo- 
yos from our own childhoods, 
cfaeape- certainly and less news- 
worthy but somewhere therein 
the recesses of memory? 

It was just such a feeling of 
deja vu that struck when we all 
gave an enormous welcome to 
free admission at museums. 
Terribly kind and progressive 
of the Labour government to 
promise us such a cultural 
boon; but did it not already 
exist? 

Even the humble egg was re- 
launched as television cook 
Delia Smith demonstrated how 
to boil one and boosted egg 
sales by 54 million. 

And to prove, if proof were 
needed, that a disaster is never 
fully a disaster until it is at the 
local multiplex, a new genera- 
tion discovered the Titanic. 
That was illustrated by a youth 
in a cinema queue in Leicester 
Square, central London, who 
heard the person behind him 
talking about the ship s inking 
on its maiden voyage, and 


turned round furiously to ex- 
claim: “Oh, thank you VERY 
much." 

Some of the people we said 
"hello” to also seemed familiar. 
Take that modestly dressed, 
dignified, young humanitarian 
United Nations envoy, Geri 
Halliw elL Dab on much more 
make-up and hair colouring, 
give ita pout and you have al- 
most got that feisty, micro- 
skirted, Union flag figure 
Ginger Spice. 

And who was that John 
Glenn deciding to boldly go 
where few men had ever gone 
before? But one of the few was 
that same Glenn, back when yo- 
yos were in their first flush. 

There was a welcome 
“hello” to Salman Rushdie, 
though those who frequented 
book prizes and other cultural 
dinners over the past few years 
may have felt that they bad 
seen him around. 

The sense that many of this 
year’s “hellos” were a form of 
reinvention. was encouraged by 
one of toe technological discov- 
eries of toe year Glasgow Uni- 
versity came up with 
computer-assisted ways of 
bringing dead Hollywood stars 


Hellos and Goodbyes by David lister 
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Frank Sinatra (left) died, Delia Smith boiled eggs, Salman Rushdie was back, Geri HalliweO swapped stages 


back to life on toe screen. If you 
thought Chris Evans getting 
into bed with John awl %ko was 
takmgastanach-airdBngiibarty 
with social histozy, wait and see 
what plans Queniin Tfrrantinn 
could have for Marilyn Monroe. 

It was a year that saw rock 
music renew its acquaintance 
with bad behaviour Unfortu- 
nate. that, as it was also theyear 
that cabinet ministers thought 
they would get trendy. Deputy 
Prime Minister John Prescott 


tried to relive his youth at the 
Brit Awards and Danbert Noba- 
con of Chumbawamba threw a 
bucket of water over him for his 
pains. Prescott summoned 
record company chiefs to his of- 
fice to complain about the insult 

tn him anti **the w rvnpnfrilV pre- 
sent, a quaint use of language 
that must have had Mr Nobacon 
reaching for his dictionary 
If “hellos” were definitely 
more of a welcome back this 
year, then at least they came 


with a twist in the tafl. It was 
“hello again” to painting as a 
painter won the Turner Prize 
for the first time since 1985. But 
while Chris OfiEwasa painter; 
he at least eschewed anything 
as reactionary and infra digas 
oils or water colours. Why pay 
for those materials, when there 
are bucket-loads of elephant 
dung going begging? 

Some "goodbyes” were in- 
voluntary, some unanticipated, 
some temporary. Peter Man- 


dels on and Bon Davies might 
yet be back; Geoffrey Robinson 
wtQprobaWyhavealot of spare 
time to count his money. David 
Beckham said a temporary 
farewell to the England team 
and popularity for scraping mud 
on an Argentine leg; Raul Gas- 
coigne would, perhaps, have 
liked to have thrown some mud 
after being forced to say “good- 
bye” to inberuafiautd football but 
threw a taftle lamp instead. 

Other "goodbyes" were, of 


course, permanent Linda Mc- 
Cartney showed herself in 
death to have achieved a level 
of popularity that might have 
surprised her, and to be an 
icon of vegetarian and pro-an- 
imal groups, which would have 
delighted her. 

The media lost some of its 
best known names mdudiog 

Lord Rotoennere and Sir David 

English. And in the ever-aSable 
Lew Grade we surely saw one 
of the last of the media moguls, 
who was not only adventurous 
and shrewd but approachable 
and good fun. 

The approach of a new cen- 
tury was marked by the pass- 
ing of another larger than life 
figure, Francis Albert Sinatra. 
In what serves as an Interest- 
ing lesson for up-and- 
coming celebrities, Frank’s re- 
luctance to give interviews and 
tread the chat show circuit 
means that one of the greatest 
entertainers of the century - 
despite biographies and thou- 
sands of profiles - has died with 
us knowing virtually nothing of 
what be realty thought and 
felt, and with the mystique still 
Intact 

That is more than can be 


said for poor Yves Montand. 
The French film legend who 
said “goodbye” in 1991 had to 
sava posthumous “hello" when 
he was disinterred in March for 
DNA testing to establish a pa- 
ternity claim. 

The most welcome “good- 
bye” of tbeyem; if we follow an 
invention from Sweden, will be 
a farewell to the stuff of night- 
mares. the dentist's drill. 
Swedish company MediTeam 

produced age] that can dissolve 

rotten parts of a tooth in 30 sec- 
onds and leave healthy parts 
alone, rendering the drilL and 
the gleam in the dentist s eye, 
redundant. But the most inter- 
esting “hello", followed by the 
quickest “goodbye", was an- 
other scientific invention. Sony 
invented a video camera, the 
Handycam, which included an 
infra red detector for seeing at 
night 

Unfortunately (or maybe noO 
when used in daylight it saw 
through people’s clothes and 
made them appear naked Sony 
qiuckty dumped the invention 
find offered refunds. Yet they 
failed to find a single person who 
wanted their money back. 

Beats yo-yos any day: 
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January Sale with reductions 
of at least half price', so now’s 
the time to plan a spacious 
new bedroom. 



There’s a superb range of 
styles to choose from plus 
an extra 10% off" if you order 
in the first week. 


Visit the UK’s No. I bedroom 


specialist at your local 
Sharps showroom now. 






Everything’s 


HALF 


PRICE 


or LESS! 



SHOWROOMS 

NATION WIPE 


LONDON 


0U1M«8* 
Bill (W 2111 
MOmrrauiBMMn 
LireiiiBtiu* 
mii aw 


□X7TBONMH MO SCO 


■MCBMBM (H mmt )ttp (IT MM 

wxr mu 

MMNOTM IH,m .<■< Bill t» IIN 
MMOOW BtBK. HH 

| Blit Ml (231 
i (i, . i — | Wi m 4 m 

Mint DIBI Jit Tin 
H8aa3mu»Mm<iiiiMia 
bobob i — - it*— BIB BOB 
SUTTON OKI «C HM 


Mumnnonn 


bnqaill JJI4M 

WftXMbOIII 131 MO 

IBIBI S72B23 
1011, JC 12= 

wmajcOM n* I' mlBili hi 7BO 
wood am in, hi iui 
SOUTH EAST 


3HEMI3J 

BnaKncBUMK 


IVOR 

1 0*413] PSIf Mil 

iokmi (s« mt i tun 

atutBOIT JlSTB MlSJ. 

loira uivu 


0800 789 789 


'Reductions taken from current ll»t price. Minimum list price CISCO. *”Extr» discounts apply to orders of £1500 or above. 



SHARPS 

Bedrooms 


SB awnuhiH, Mimncn-t 
□cuvac ukCkoi Ss3> 
■Mn.'iMass 
CBJIWUT ...L :iXJ2JS 

:-»ero 

euitouw; 

£rscn:'“ -urn 

i-f rmu.n-eB. ss. nee 

Sg '*bw« :.s rat 

3»SOB .C«:ialV« MV=l 
oaawa vat rsni 
nuu"ii. ■ , :in 
KDO HooiTite smr ite uuc 
MCH htccmv : ' n. tel - ■ 
K-roci'Uitejn 

LUTOV :iTC T-TJ 

9S nu3ST3w iir^b. 

.'■OIIXi 

um »CT i. i, ;:,|t trr.t 

uruiSi.iowsiinto.: 

I'airwi 

UADWG S* Mk: HIT K MB 

■uovctKKa^’.iicna 

cnonHM„:-3rnr 

•mu-snirjr, 

rj cur vu us lit, 

5S ST.*is*fO.Me~n»; :irril-T?l 
tMiLisiti:: 

(OUTMDO -s .MSJ 

Sr»o:-|uiii 
(TUUt'imi. 8ITIM-I 
ITTHMIlltam I’Q) SHU 
stivimsci -:.a inn. 

^3 mmi-iaiMCw 012 T nw 
tkuiwco ai-rsma. 

^ TU^KXDCE WBiS iHmM 
inn mn 

«m.iwiioca,iM viiiw.v.to 

»»TWJ*0 iHmtol ||fU >UCT 

nic srr> 
wcauncnoi 83,u 

EAST ANGLIA 


:kiji 

COIOSSTDI lUHCnMI CIOJ ’ll III 
CaoeTUtMnW.|XnM« 

OltMBIIEl 

IBSWKM (IWw L\k. ROM) 

aim cmi 

mntwi 


aim 721 BBT 

un Ltroi nm nm 

iiiwata) 
MB! TUB 

loiniinna 

SOUTH - 


H Hg10U|Mw 


MJ 0*83* DIM 
Birnani 
tun mu 

•no nsm 

MIDI 
III 272 OJMI 
BB Ntwtun nua TWO) 

BOOU <G#ut ISfc) BIX TUEJ 

•I 71, no 
BH27IIIIR 
r r-.i-^- 1 


BrrmnrN 

win. mm 

IIS] 22TTT7 
WALTOM4M.THAHC5 BltTJ MOM 
dim not 

MWimn 

WOBTHMl Mil DUB 

THE MIDLANDS — 

Bill III 1MB 

I'M SOI 
cotuerst BIJIJ BMM 
ccrtonwr iHw wb iiW iron 
DurnwCMniiiinlKm 
SB D(WI>WnWw«BljnJOIB 
BUIUTHpilSCmlllllWlU 
gnw WilllIHOC 
rw, Wilin WiW 
BM121SIBI 

jBitamiM 
uaioctom sm uni «n*i 

m)»MB2Mija 

omanmi 

• 1(22 ,11111 
iwwwiiiieziisi 
m.TON amsBiita uu» 


9IM3WI 

— — nTfirnmwifliirr >um 
I NOtTH Iw n 'IMOlim l w . 


SMnlwDlimilMI 


MOTTWGMM 1 1 1 S MS/nj 

NBrmCHIHI«ll(HnMB 

BUB Will I 

i*t r m ra wij gci ns im 

OTKJBO IhNM 1 1 Ml 77TI7, 

r*--r- •*■— 

•itommi 

BOtMUUBfU IBB BIBB 

(u77wcaunau>«ni im i*« 

amonwwi^umiii tn^ 
Hiauin, 
waimu. nrcusKi 

BBmwwewii i iimw e 
urn Inin 

•MOoaSBlWniSM 

T O 


WALES & THE WEST 
■MDSTstuiBMCnsniizn mm 

r-Trnrn i*--.i rr 

■lb.wirinai!i 
•in wo 

BIITOIMM 
Guam BI222 OBIT 
IHnUBIIIIIIIW 
BimuTio 
□GIBIW OtaMwB) (HO tMUl 
mmlimiiw 
aainins iOm noi *«i JDHi 
WBHW psi cMBi iwmMi 
iLWiiisoiOBaiiigeii 
murmwT bi«u bnu 

•■nHMTIDM. HBIIT23M 

MCWTOV T psi i W l ml Bill) lIMfl 


SHU IM2«I 

MMHTH BITS! UM 
mum (Cm MSB M JH TlW* 
UTWlh.NMlin MTU, 

gtmioBnJ 


UW MRBV 

mimiinimm 
(*s« P 0H m nwBwriinw ‘WW 
TUHTOH [Ifcl e t n| BIB22 I3*M 
l a nnsja ^Miuiiiiinw 

■ munuunii 
■iviBiai 
rtpw oi*n om 


Cheers! We’re 
a miserable 
race no longer 


THE WAY WE Are NOW 


BY JOHN WALSH 


ASSESSING THEIR own happi- 
ness does not come naturally to 
the British. Americans are far 
better than us at expressing 
how happy they are at any turn 
of events. They have daity polls 
registering minute shifts of 
delight or dismay at eveiy move 
President Bill Clinton makes. 
We get a Mori poll every few 
months telling us to what new 
levels of depression British 
businessmen have sunk. 

But the healthy know not of 
their healthiness, only the sick, 
as St Matthew's gospel informs 
us: and thus I wish to propose a 
controversial thesis: that the in- 
habitants of the United Kingdom 
are getting happier in them- 
selves and about themselves. 

Some countries seem able 
always to speak in one voice, to 
share national obsessions. 
Britain's dass system has guar- 
anteed that most of its citizens 
will always be strangers to each 
other, unable to grasp each 
others pleasures, tastes and 
thought processes. But there are 
signs that we are becoming 
more homogeneous. And the 
more we share enthusiasms 
and cultural epiphanies, the 
more we shall fed part of the 
gang, the mass of British. 

The most expressive moment 
of the British Zeitgeist was on 30 
June this year when, 16 minutes 
into the Hngiand vs Argentina 
game, the teenage Michael 
Owen raced like a whippet 
through the Argentine defend 
and whacked the most perfect 
goal I have ever seen past Car- 
los Roa. the Argentine keeper 
Although I did not see it then - 
I was collecting my daughter 
from a school concert. A private 
school in Dulwich, south London, 
is not the obvious place to hear 
World Cup fever break out, but 
that is what happened. 

Among the bourgeois-as-a- 
Burberry parents seat-belting 
their Cordelias and Xerxeses 
into their Galaxys and Espaces, 
one of them had been liste ning 
on the car radio: one penalty, an 
equalising penalty then the 
Owen goal. It was too much. 
Throwing dignity to the winds, 
the woman screamed “Two 
one! Jesus! Michael Owen!" A 
mighty ululation rose from 
throats wholly unused to toe ter- 
race chant It was electrifying. 
The World Cup was the big- 
gest and best focus of national 
feeling in 1998, but far from the 
only one. And the moments that 
best captured the Zeitgeist were 
moments in which classes and 
races and styles of people got 

mixed up. Remember the green- 
welly demonstration on i 
March? The Countryside Al- 
liance was more than a gang of 
blood-sport lovers: it was the 
massed ranks of rustic Middle 
England discovering the plea- 
sures of organised protest 
Chaps in soft hats asked each 
other; “Your first demo too, old 
boy?”, shared hip flasks and 
arranged to lunch at the 
Athenaeum. They were the liv- 
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ing. walking, brogue-shod heart 
of Britain and they knew it 

In the most remarkable out- 
breakof peace in three decades, 
the Northern Irish peace agree- 
ment was drafted, agreed on and 
adhered to. The ensuing Omagh 
bomb - a vicious reprisal from 
an IRA splinter group -was con- 
demned as much by the IRA as 
by the Government: it really 
frit as though it might be the last 
one ever The triumph of Mo 
Mowlam, the Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland, allowed the 
Hiberno-English in Britain to live 
in peace with their identity: and 
showed the British that neither 
Irish republicans nor Ulster- 
men need be caught forever in 
the tentacles of hikory. 

The royals went all demo- : 
cratic. Zara Phillips got a stud in 
her tongue. Prince William did 
a rap shuffle for fans in Van- 
couver. The Queen went into 
democratic overdrive, visiting a 
Hackney octogenarian's tiny flat 
sig n i n g footballs and inviting 
"ordinary people" to her 50th an- 
niversary dinner at the palace. 

Britons even started to feel 
proud of British designers, if only 
for the way they (Stella Mcy, 
Cartney, Alexander McQueerllP 
John Gallianoj seemed to be the 
only people who knew How to Do 
Eashion in France, called in to 
head up Paris couture houses. 

The modem British bar is 
where toe Nineties generation is 
most spectacularly on display: 
moneyed earty-twentysome- 
t h i ng s. drinking expensive bot- 
tled been talking projects and 
money, aspiring to a dream of 
hypereffident. hi-tech. Boateng- 
suited omni competence. 

For whatever reasons, sev- 
eral British things that used to 
be considered embarrassing or $' t 
rebarbative were reprieved. The 
Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, 
was a figure of fun to the press 
when he left his wife and mar, 
ned his secretary, Gaynor 
Regan, who has the name of one 
of King Lear's nasty daughters 
and the face of an El Greco mar- 
tyr. Months later, we have 
mostly forgotten her existence 
but admired Mr Cook's 
speeches during the Saddam 
war <mk U». 

British beef was judged to be 
OK again by the Continentals. 

The Millennium Dome began to 
look a thing of beauty. 

You could look for reasons for 
this new national pride in the 
strong pound or in Jin de siecle 
Little Engiandism It might have 
more to do with toe Labour gov- 
ernment which, a Mori poll 
snows, is as popular as it was at 
toe start of theyear is perceived 
as proactive, agenda-setting 
and full of social radicalism. 

And soon bars will open until 

3am and the British will have 
even more time to remark on 
their own wonderfulness, their 
style and flaii; their genius at 
architecture and the matchless 
wonder of their biographers. As 
l0 _ng as nobody disagrees, we 
will all get on famously. 
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Briefing 


Sanofi talks to potential bidders 


SANOFT, France's second-largest drugs maker; said on 
Thursday that it was in talks with potential bidders for its 
cosmetics and fashion units after LVMH, the luxury goods 
maker, pulled out of the bidding. 

Unil eve t; the Anglo-Dutch consumer products giant, has 
said it is interested in the business, which include the Yves 
Saint Laurent fashion house and is valued at around $lbn 
fiSOOmi. Sanofi wants to sell its beauty division, which last 
year had sales of $710m, to focus on pharmaceuticals after 
its recent takeover of smaller rival Synthelabo. 
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Jersey European revives flotation 


JERSEY EUROPEAN 

Airways, the Exeter-based 
airline owned by Jack 
Walker (pictured!, tbe 
former steel baron and 
current owner of Blackburn 
Rovers, is back on track for 
a £ IOOm-plus listing on the 
stock market next year, 
after posting profits of 
£6.lm in the six months to 
30 September. Profits were 
35 per cent up on the same 
stage last year and well 

ahead of the £o .5m total for the whole of 1996/97. 

Plans to float the airline, which operates flights to 
Northern Ireland and France as well as the Channel 
Islands, were postponed earlier this year after the 



stock market peaked in July. 


LTCM rescuers could share $50m 

THE PARTNERSHIP that controls Long-Term Capital 
Management, the hedge fund that had to be saved from 
collapse in September; could collect end-of-year 
performance fees of $50m (£30m). 

Under the terms of the $3.6bn bailout, the controlling 
partners are entitled to collect 15 per cent of all profits 
made by the fund after the rescue package was agreed. 
According to reports, this share could be as much as 550m. 


Funds team up to bid for NIB 

ABP. Europe's largest pension fund, on Thursday 
teamed up with Dutch fund PGGM to launch a 2bn 
guilder (£660m) takeover bid for NIB, a niche 
investment bank part-owned by the Dutch government 
The two funds already own 4 per cent of NIB and 
said they want to buy the state's 35 per cent stake. A 
spokesman for the finance ministry said the authorities 
were willing to sell their holdings. NIB has around 
25bn guilders of funds trader management 
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FTSE dives 


into red in 


thin trading 


THE UK stock market slumped 
into the red on Thursday, with 
several traders remaining on 
the sidelines in the last day be- 
fore the Christinas break. 

The benchmark FTSE 100 
index fell in the shortened ses- 
sion with trading so thin that 
turnover struggled to top 100 
million shares. 

Despite New York's over- 
night surge Footsie ended 41.6 
points down at 5,867.2. Howev- 
er, supporting shares moved 
ahead with the mid cap index 
up 14.8 points at 4,812.8 and the 
small cap up 8 points to 2.052.4. 

"Opening has been a waste 
of time; we’ve been twiddling 
our thumbs,” one stockbroker 
complained. 

British Petroleum, ahead of 
its merger with Amoco, was the 
most heavily traded share, 
achieving a volume of just 4221 
milli on shares. 

The price strengthened 
14.5p to 9l6.5p, the result of 
some gentle shopping by track- 
er funds building a position 
ahead of the Amoco deal. 

Diageo toasted the festivities 
with the best Footsie gain as 
fears LVMH would sell some of 
its 10.84 per cent stake finally 
evaporated as the French 
group gave up its pursuit of the 
Sanofi beauty business. 

Stagecoach hardened 425p 
to 2542>p and business support 
group Hays, helped fay invest- 
ment meetings, rose6pto483p. 

Weak sales figures from the 
John Lewis Partnership for 
last week unsettled retailers 
with Marks & Spencer, off 
9 75p to 408p, and Asda, 3_25p 
to l59.5p. Next retreated 5p to 
480p and Boots l4J5p to l,040p. 

Other retailers to feel a 
Christmas Eve chill were 


by Derek Pain 


Laura Ashley, off 0.5p to 15p, 
and Benlalls. the department 
store group, 4p at 73 -5p. 

But Uno, the furniture chain 
that has been under relentless 
pressure in the festive run-up, 
improved 6p to 37p. Tbe shares 
were 3375p last year. 

Mortgage banks, on contin- 
uing talk of growing competi- 
tion, had a poor session with 
Halifax off 28p to 850p and 
Woolwich 5.75p to 354p. 

Mining stocks were also 
friendless. Riliton lost 4p to 
120p and RioTinto, 20.5p to 
691.5p. 

Colt Telecom, the fledgling 
telephony group, set to be the 
top performing share of the 
year, experienced a rare mis- 
dial, giving up 22JSp to 925p. 

Despite confident talk of 
record Christmas sales mo- 
bile phone shares fell back. 
Securicor retreated 8J5p to 
499.5p and Vodafone 23p to 
970p as the inevitable profit tak- 
ers grabbed their Christmas 
box. Others lowered included 
BX down, 4p at 902.5p, and Or- 
ange. 6p at 691p. 

National Power slipped 2p 
to 516.5p after failing to clinch 
a 20 per cent stake in Poland's 
second largest generator. 

Computer shares had an- 
other good session with Misys 
putting on 23.75p to 447.5p, en- 
couraged by the overnight 
high- tech performance in New 
York. 

Goldsmiths, the jewellers 
where takeover action could 
break out gained a further 5p 
to I69p but Moss Bros, the 
menswear retailer; fell 6p to 
I44p as the rumoured bid failed 
to materialise. 


Merger threat 
to steel jobs 


HUNDREDS OF steel jobs are 
set to be axed following Thurs- 
day’s £40m takeover of Co- 
Steel Sheerness, the steel 
maker; by rival ASW. 

Sources said that there 
could be up to 250 layoffs 
among the 3,200-strong com- 
bined workforce as ASW, in 
Cardiff, and Co-Steel, in Kent, 
strive to slash costs and reduce 
capacity. The enlarged group 
may dose one of four furnaces 
and one of five steel mills. 

The companies said the 
Christmas Eve deal would “in- 
evitably lead to job losses” but 
gave no numbers. Michael 
Leahy, general secretary-elect 
of the Iron and Steel Trades 
Confederation, demanded an 
“urgent meeting to see how we 
can best protect our members 
interests while ensuring plants 
remain viable”. 

ASW said buying Co-Steel 
from Canadian parent Co-Steel 
Inc would “address the funda- 
mental industry problem of 
overcapacity” and yield sub- 
stantial cost savings. The group 
will be the leafing steel supplier 
to UK construction, with over 
half the market, and a medium- 
sized player in Europe- 

Insiders said the combined 
company, which win have an- 
nual turnover of about £500m, 
could save £20m a year by in- 
tegrating production plants 
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and administrative functions. 

George Duncan, the ASW 
chairman who is to keep the 
post in tbe new group, said: 
“The intention is that in a very 
tough market we will be in a 
stronger position to compete." 

The deal was part-financed 
by venture capitalist Candovec 
which is set to iqject up £43m 
in the new company, and will 
become one of the largest 
shareholders with up to 54 per 
cent of the group. The bulk of 
the holding will be in convert- 
ible loan notes - that can be ex- 
changed for shares at a later 
data (fandover said it would not 
keep its stake in ASW and was 
planning to distribute it to sev- 
eral institutions on conversion 
of the notes. 

Candover was understood to 
have picked the group’s new 
chief executive, Graham 
Mackenzie, the director-gen- 
eral of the Engineering Em- 
ployers' Federation. Mr 
Mackenzie, who will leave the 
trade body as soon as a re- 
placement is found, is a former 
chief executive of United En- 
gineering Steels. He will re- 
place Alain Soul as, ASW’s 
current chief executive. 

Co-Steel Inc will also be a 
major shareholder in the new 
group with up to 38 per cent 


IN BRIEF 


Goldsmiths rises on bid talks 


SHARES IN Goldsmiths group rose 8p to 170p on 
Thursday on the back of continued hopes of a bid for the 
jeweller The stock rose over 50 per cent above the market 
price of I12p on Wednesday before the company 
confirmed “tentative talks” that could lead to a bid. 


Eyecare accepts £13.3m offer 

EYECARE PRODUCTS, the spectacle and sunglasses 
makes has accepted an offer of 15p a share in cash from 
Kappa, a French company part-owned fry one of Eyecare’s 
directors. The bid values the company at £1329m. 


Alstom wins French rail orders 


ALSTOM, the Anglo-French engineering group, has won 
orders worth l.9bn francs (£2iim) from the French railway 
operator SNCF to provide wagons and locomotives. 
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Eyecare Products blinked 
2jp higher to I4_5p following an 
agreed 15p a share offer from 
a company linked to its man- 
agement Talks with two other 
possible bidders have been ter- 
minated. 

Servisairrase I9p to I74p as 
possible bidders circled the 
aircraft support group. Var- 
don, the leisure operation sell- 
ing its 23 Sea Life Centres and 
two dungeon attractions, fell 9p 
to I37.5p at disappointment 
with the £47m realised 

Car dealers again respond- 
ed to the outbreak of takeover 
activity that has embraced Da- 
genham Motors and Evans 
Halshaw. 

European Motors moved 
ahead 6p to 62p and Sytner 6p 
to 156.5p. Inchcape, however; 
reversed 5.5p to 122p. 

Silver Shield, the wind- 
screen replacement company 
that controls third division 
Swansea FC, held at l.75p after 
obtaining planning permission 
fora £75m redevelopment of the 
Swansea stadium. 

Reflec, the troubled reflec- 
tive ink maker; returned to 
market after a near four month 
suspension, while the yearly re- 
port and accounts were com- 
pleted. at an unchanged 4p. 

The shares first arrived 
nearly three years ago at 40p; 
they soared to I09p before 
falling sharply as the company 
ran into problems. 

MSB International, the in- 
formation technology recruit- 
ment group, rose a further 
275p to SlOp. 

The shares have climbed 
170p since an upbeat trading 
statement appeared last week. 
Still they remain well below the 
l,047p peak hit in the spring. 
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On Christmas morning, jobseekers visit a work placement office in Tokyo AP 


Jobless rate in Japan 
soars to 46-year hi, 



JAPAN’S STRICKEN economy 
was dealt another Mow yester- 
day with news that the unem- 
ployment rate had soared to the 
highest level in almost half a 
century. 

The country’s financial plight 
was compounded tty the reve- 
lation that its 17 biggest hanks 
were sitting on a $426bn pile of 
bad loans - a much higher fig- 
ure than expected 

The Japanese government 
announced that the country’s 
jobless rate hit 4.4 per cent in 
November, its highest since 
1953, as the stagnating economy 
continued to take its toll on the 
labour market The authorities 


By lea Paterson and 
Francesco Guerrera 


said it was the first time ever 
that Japanese unemployment 
has equalled the US figure. 

Experts said the record had 
little economic significance but 
was a humiliating defeat for a 
country once famous for its 
“jobs-for-life" culture. “I think a 
meltdown in the lifetime em- 
ployment system is going to 
start” said Economic Planning 
Agency minister TaichiSakafya. 

The economic gloom had lit- 
tle impact on the Nikkei index, 
which ended a three-day losing 
streak on Christmas day. The 


index dosed up 91.22 points to 
13,797.95 after Kiichi Miyazawa, 
the finance minister, said the 
government would not sell its 
h oldin g of government bonds. 
The news prompted a fall in 
bond yields and sparked a rally 
among finandal stocks. 

Worries about the health of 
Japanese banks had led to a 053 
per cent tumble in tbe Nikkei on 
Christmas Eve. Standard & 
Poor’s decision to downgrade 
seven Japanese banks also hit 
bankshares,^ which feD 2 per cent 
Most other stock markets were 
dosed for Christinas Day On 
Christmas Eve, the Dow Jones 
had dosed Up 15.96 at 9.217.99. 
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Pay Nothing until 

the Year 2000 



Our 366-2 Famffy PC+ 
package includes this 
high performance 
366MHz PC system 
with massive 10Gb 
hard (fisk plus the 
best 30 graphics and 
sound, and comes 
complete with printer, 
scanner, office suite 
and much more tor 
just 2896 +VAT. 


8Mb 



Buy now at Sale 
prices and Pay 
Nothing until toe 
Year 2000, on our 

No Deposit, 
Interest 
Free Option! 







It’s Time 


for salespeople who take the 
time to understand your needs 


tor dear explanations in 
plain English • not jargon 


(or computers that grow with 
you and can be updated 
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cut the cost of computers 
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SPORT 


Day I discovered De Coubertin was wrong 


even BEFORE I lined up, I realised 
I had made a bad mistake. The Wat- 
ford and District schools athletics 
meeting had attracted a large num- 
ber of attractive girls to the TCwd- 
stde Stadium, and as they chattered 
in the main stand or glanced to- 
wards the track on which I stood, I 
thought to myself how interesting 
girls from schools other than your 
own always were. 

Some of them looked just like girls 
in your own school, but you knew that 
if you went up and talked to them, 
these creatures in different coloured 
uniform, or at least got talking to 
someone who knew them, and got to 
speak to them that way, they would 
be different and more interesting. At 
least, you thought you knew. And it 
was always interesting to find out 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 


But there was no chance of find- 
ing anything out about the assem- 
bled females at this time. And there 
would not be a chance, because I 
knew with a sick feeling that fay the 


end of the first proper track race I 
had ever contested I was going to 
slink away as a loser 

From where I stood, or rather loi- 
tered, there were three insupera- 
ble problems. And they were aD ray 
opponents. 

Two of them were wearing the 
fiiH running kit and spikes. Spikes! 
Fbr God’s sake... 

One of the well-kitted out pair, 1 
gathered, was a county champion. 
Both were already nmmng up and 
down the track in little bursts, ap- 
parently un worried about the pos- 
sibility of getting puffed out before 
the race started. 

Even though I knew it would not 
do me much good, 1 decided there 
was no way I was wasting my en- 
ergy like that Besides, I hadn't got 


the nerve to do it anyway. 1 didst 
want toraiseaqy Mae expectations 
The competitor who completed 
the line-up - four runners! Where 
were the duffers when I needed 
them? - was my friend, Kidder. He 
wasn't really called Hidden but he 
called me Kidder and I called him 
Kidder It was The Return of the 
likely Lads that made us do it 
Kidder was one of those people 
who applied himself to goals and 
achieved them. That’s him Kiddez; 
not me Kidder. He approached run- 
ning with the same determination 
as he did Latin verbs or chemical 
equations. And I knew that in prepa- 
ration for this race, for the previous 
month at least, he had beat paced 
around the country lanes near hir 
house fay our mutual friend Pete, 


who was equipped with a bike and 
a stopwatch. 

So Bidder was definitely going to 
beat ma And the two characters in 
fee fancy kit were going to beat him. 
There was nowhere to run- except, 
of course, around this strange, 
bouncy track. Ebr 3,000 metres. 

As the race took shape-over tiie 
first 100 metres orso-I decided fee 
tiring to do was to adopt the strac 
attitude This was something I had 
got into without thinking - “What 
about you, Rowbottom? You life 
athletics, dontyoa?" “3fes sic” “Right 
feen.WbUputymidownaswelL 9 - 
and now 1 had to accept my )oL 

After a couple of laps I began to 
pick up some sympathetic applause 
—Hen it became dear that my lag- 
ging SO or so metres behind the 


leading pair was not a tactical pipy. 
By fee halfway mark I had come to ' 
value my adidas Rom trainers, be- 
cause, I believed, they announced 
to the watching nubOes: “I am not 
a serious nmnec I am just here for 
a laugh.* The difficulty here was 
that, as Kidder disappeared, I 
wasn't laughing. I had never know- 
ingly run 3,000 metres before, and 
the experience was not pleasant 
The key, I decided, was to focus 
on toe words of nty old games mas- 
ter; Mr Chester-Hall. Wife his 
crinkly ginger hair, bowed legs and 
gaunt cheeks, Chiggy Hall -as we 
wittily called him - would accom- 
pany us on Wednesday morni n g 
runs through the suburban high- 
ways and byeways of Croxley 
Green. Before we set aft our leader 


- who was, as it happened, unable 
to pronounce the letter R - would 
seek to modify our behaviour with 
a standard message. 

“Vfemembei;” be would say “this 
is a CTVOss«»untwy . . : wun, and NOT 
a cwoss-countwy . . .wace.” I think 
what Chiggy Hall was trying to say 
was that the important thing was to 
enjoy the experience of running, of 


your neighbour. It was a homespun 
version of de Coubertin's timeless 
advice -that it is the taking part and 
not the winning, feat counts. 

And, do you know, he was ab- 
solutely wrong. I crossed the line at 
Woodside S tadium a distant last - 
exhausted, humiliated. I went borne 
and decided to concentrate on foot- 
ball for fee rest of my life. 


Tennis: Britain’s talented twosome are showing a hunger for success that puts their peers in other sports to shame 

No 1 target for Henman and Rusedski 


THERE WAS a moment during fee 
festive season when Tim Henman 
and Greg Rusedski wished each 
other well without fee prompting of 
cameras or microphones. 

The tennis writers' annual 
awards dinner and dance at fee All 
England Club was nearing its con- 
clusion when Rusedski and his girl- 
friend. Lucy Connor, made their 
way to the crowded dance fioor and 
exchanged pleasantries with Hen- 
man and his girlfriend. Lucy Heald. 

.Any officials of the Lawn Tennis 
Association privy to the interlude 
would probably have chimed in 
with, “And a happy and prosperous 
new year". 

Henman and Rusedski, the 
British No l and No 2 respectively, 
both end 1998 ranked in the ATP 
Tour's world top 10. a first for which 
tile LTA must be truly thankful But 
with nothing to boast about beyond 
Henman and Rusedski fee weight 
of expectation on the pair increas- 
es. It has not become a burden only 
because fee players wish for them- 
selves what others wish for them. 

“I’m veiy excited about next 
year,*’ Henman, the world No 7, 
says. “1 think if I continue the 
progress I've made in the last five 
or six months, the quarter-finals of 
a [Grand] 9am is not what I'm going 
to be looking for. fm going to be get- 
ting to fee finals and winning them." 

Rusedski the world No 9, has sim- 
ilar goals. "I’ve been to four in the 
world." he says. *Td like to get in that 
area where it's three, two or one, and 
to try to win at a Grand Slam leveL 


BY JOHN ROBERTS 

I've gotten to the finals [at the 1997 
United States Open], but I’ve never 
taken the next step of winning one. 
Those are my objectives for next 
year." 

The Canadian-born Rusedski was 
sent to Coventry the other day the 
reason for the visit providing farther 
evidence of his integration as a 
British competitoc Jaguar Cara an- 
nounced that Rusedski had joined 
their world-wide marketing cam- 
paign. and them waved him off in a 
brand new XK8 convertible. Hen- 
man, who numbers Mercedes Benz 
among his sponsors, recently col- 
lected anew C43 and decided to buy 
the SLK he had been driving. 

In the case of most leading ten- 
nis players, endorsements and ad- 
vertising deals for all manner of 
goods, including tennis clothing and 
equipment, are estimated to be 
worth up to four or five times what 
they earn in prize-money The 25- 
year-oJd Rusedski's career winnings 
total $4,098^51 (£2^61.406). Hen- 
man, aged 24, has won $3,277,128 
(£2.048,205). 

Success quickly provides financial 
security, but the quest for titles sel- 
dom is satisfied, and pride in per- 
formance usually takes care of 
motivation. 

“Looking back over the yeai; 
there have been some amazing lows 
and some amazing highs," Hen- 
man says. "I think to finish No 7 is 
a good year Then, when you look at 
it in a little bit more detail you re- 


THE STORY SO FAR 


TIM HENMAN 

Career high: No 7 (Nov T998) 
Year End-oF-year ranking 

1992 Tied 771 

1993 434 

1994 161 

1995 99 

JS96 29 

1997 17 

I99S 7 

1998 highlights 

■ Wimbledon semi-finalist (lost ro 
Pete Somprosi 

■ Successfully defended Presi- 
dent's Cue ic Tashkent (defeated 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov in the final) 

■ Won Swiss Indoors title in Basle 
(beat Andre Agassi in the final) 

■ Finalist in Sydney (lost to Karol 
Kucera) 

■ Finalist in Los Angeles (lost to 
Andre Agassi) 

■ 100th player to reach the top 10 
since ATP world rankings beg3n in 
1973 (No IO on 17 August) 

■ Second British player to qualify 
for A7P Tour Championship (after 
Rusedski in 1997) 

■ First British semi-finalist at the 
ATP Tour Championship (lost to 
Carlos Moya) 

1998 prize-money: (5i.44S.77) 
[E905.4S1 ) 


GREG RUSEDSKI 

Career high: No 4 (Oct 1997) 

Ytear End-of-year ranking 

1989 Tied 1.103 

1990 Tied 679 

1991 Tied 603 

1992 158 

1993 48 

1994 117 

1995 38 

1996 48 

1997 6 

1998 9 
1998 highlights 

■ Beat Pete Sampras in straight 
sets in the final of the Paris Open 
to become the first British p layet- 
te win an ATP Tour Super 9 event 

■ Won the European Community 
Championship in Antwerp (beat 
Marc Rosset in the final) 

■ Finalist in Indian Welis (lost to 
Marcelo Rios). Hit the fastest serve 
ever recorded (149mph) 

■ Finalist in rhe Croatian Open In 
Split (tost to Goran Ivanisevic) 

■ Substituted for Andre Agassi at 
the ATP Tour Championship and 
beat Albert Costa and Tim Henman 

■ Led the ATP Tour with the most 
indoor match wins (34) 

1998 prize-money: St. 460.437 
(£912.773) 


alise the short periods that I've 
played good tennis. It’s basically 
been half the year. 

“In the last six months, Fve real- 
ty established myself in fee top IQl The 
ferfing insirir* me is that's not good 
enough. I’ve got to go to the neat level 
“I'm going to be close to fee top 
five, hopefully, in the not-too -distant 
future. [Pete] Sampras still stands 
out I think I've beaten virtually 
everybody else. Hopefully I can beat 
him next year. There’s no reason 
why I can't go right to the very top. 
Whether it happens next year or the 
year after; that’s what I want" 

An ankle injury deprived Rused- 
ski of two months of fee season, 
wrecking his Wimbledon prospects 
and leading to a parting from his 
coach, ItanyPickanl Rusedski, a re- 
silient character; was able to raise his 
game again, helped by a new coach, 
the Dutchman Sven Groeneveld. 

“I think Ijust have to get the con- 
sistency to play at the top level all 
the time,” Rusedski says, ‘improv- 
ing the returns, improving the 
ground game, becoming more of an 
all -court ptayec“ 

Whatever Henman and Ruseds- 
ki accomplish in fee meantime, 
rivalry will be set aside during the 
Blaster weekend (2 to 4 April) for a 
major team effort against the Unit- 
ed States in the first round of fee 
Davis Cup at Binngham’s National 
Indoor Arena (60 per cent of fee 
24,000 seats allocated for the three 
days of the tie have been sold, and 
the IffA is consdering cadre seating). 

In any event, Rusedski empha- 
sises that his goals are not confined 
to climbing back above Henman 
Tm not really worried about that 
any more,” he says. “When you play 
each other; obviously you want to 
win. Fm looking more at fee stan- 
dard of trying to get somewhere I've 
never been before." 

Your correspondent is reminded 
of Raich Carter; a master footballer 
who once confounded a Derby Coun- 
ty supporter who told him he was im- 
pressed with fee unselfish manner 
in which Carter and his fellow in- 
ternational inside-forward Peter 
Doherty worked together. “When 1 
run out to play a match," Carter said. 

“I visualise fee back page headline, 
'Brilliant Carter*. When Doherty 
runs out, he imagines fee headline, 
‘Peter the Great’. And when the 
paper comes out, fee headline is, 
'Stamps scores hat-trick’.” 

Henman and Rusedski are simi- 
lariy disposed to bolstering their rep- 
utations - likewise Sampras and 
Agassi- but tennis is altogether too 
individualistic for scene-stealing to 
be a by-product “Wilkinson and 
Madagan thrash Americans" ranks 
among the more improbable head- 
lines of 1999. 


Greg Rusedski (left) enjoys his victory over Tim Henman at the ATP Tour Championship in Hanover last month 
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Hancock’s inside story on slaying of the Great Satan 


THERE HAVE been enough World 
Cup documentaries these past few 
weeks to last us tin 2002. but what one 
hopes was the last has claim to be 
among the best 

This is despite fee fort that Out- 
sicterstChaiindiSi^ 
on the face of it to be suffering from 
a considerable handicap - the pres- 
ence of Nick Hancock, whose foul 
mouth and incessant insults on They 
Think It’s All Over have finally 
stopped being fumy and become 
merely tiresome (which goes to 
show there is only so far you can go 

with bad language before it begins to 

grate and lose its power). 

The reason the documentary, 
which centred on the Iranian squad, 
worked so beautifhlfy was the fact 
that during fee course of it Hancock 
(who is married to an Iranian) and 
his co-presenter Awfy Smart lost 

their hearts to the team described by 


CHRIS 

MAUME 

SPORT 
ON TV 



Hancock as “the last team to quali- 
fy, 500-1 outsiders, and the only coun- 
try not to have a Chelsea player in 
their squad.” 

Their odyssey begins at the Ital- 
ian embassy* inTehranata reception 
for the Iranian team, who are off the 
nextday to training camp in Milan. 
Then it'son to the home of one of the 
players, Hamid Estilfi, whose family 
are having a party to see him oft 

“They treated us like honoured 
guests," says Hancock. It was “un- 


comfortable, being so dose to such 
an intimate occasion. It changed me 
in ways I never expected," says Han- 
cock. affected by fee “unforgettable 
sombreness and dignify”. By the 
time they go to feeaiiport to see the 
squad off it's with feezed of converts. 

Over in Italy the Croatian coach, 
Ibmislav Hie, has been sacked after 
a 7-1 defeat to Inter reserves, and the 
beys fear losing the access he had 
allowed them. But his replacement, 
Jaial Thlibl who, despite looking 
(ike Christopher Lee outdoes even 
fee Croatian in the charm stakes He 
is urbane and candid as be explains 
what went tm wife Die. 

“We don’t accept foreigners very 
fast," he says. “We have to know peo- 
ple. .. fee feeling is much more im- 
poitant fonts, Mr IEccfidoft know how 
to make contact wife fee players - 
he was far away from them, both 
emotionally and intellectualfy" 


Over in France, they stick with the 
team as they prepare for fear first 
game, against Yugoslavia, in an at- 
mosphere of “eerie intensify and 
calm”. They are more than just pro- 
gramme makers by this point 

"We cared," says Hancock- “We 
were realty realty reaBy bothered - 
something we hadn’t expected.” 

During itself they go na- 

tive, joining in a chant that bears the 
subtitle “Stick fee tap of a samovar 
up your arse”. When Yugoslavia 

score from a free-idek, they despaic 

At fee chateau in Yssingeaux 
where fee team is staying (given the 
fact that it doubles as the National 
Patisserie Centre, perhaps winning 
the World Cup should have been a 
piece of cake), Hancock and Smart 
attempt to cheer up the players, who 
are angry over a showing on French 
TV the night before of the movie Not 
Without My Daughter, which por- 


trays Tehran as a Nightmare (3ty and 
fee Iranians as devils. Subbuteois the 
answee though H V S have to paint 
their own Iranian team over break- 
fast (which, in Staart’s ease, does not 
amount to much: cigarette does 
not represent all the major food 
groups," Hancock trils him). 

They get toknow the players well 
- Azfel for example, called “Suzuki” 
by his team-mates because he's 
small but makes a lot of noise. As fee 
lads play a game of foot-voQeyball 
wife two of the squad, the integration 
is near complete. They are less like 
TV presenters, more Eke groupies. 

Smart goes back to Tehran while 

Hancock sticks around in France. In 
Lyons, the team spend their time on 
fee coach on the way to their con- 
frontation wife the Great Satan, the 
United States, mostty reading the 
Koran as religious musicplayssoft- 
tylnanice sequence of cutsbackand 


forth between France and Iran, fee 
fihnbuSds the tension. Andy is in a 
restaurant smoking from a ho okah. 
“Ibr what unfolded over the next 90 
minutes,” Hanooti says on toe voice- 
otb; *Tfefium wouldhave been a bet 
ter option.” 

When Iran score, Hancock ex- 
plodes, bug-eyed. % the end of a 
(framing nerve-racking game (one 
ofthe most exciting games of the en- 
tire competition, even for neutrals), 
it’s as if he was at the Britannia Sta- 
(fium watching his beloved Stoke: 
“Ihosebeyshave done me proud out 
there today” he says. 

In Ihhran, Andy joins the three 
mDBan on fee streets. Ihey might not 
get drunk there, but they still know 
bow to party. Bade at the hotel Han- 
cock greets eveiy one rftherrturn- 
ing heroes wife a sizable smacker 

Before the final group game, 
againrt Germany Hancock hangs out 


wife fee team. Ybu can tell all ob- 
jectivity has gone out of fee window 
when he wraps up an interview with 
Hamid by saying, “Tm shaking the 
hand of the most famous man in the 
vwjrfd,"and appearing to mean every 
word of it 

At the game, it all goes horribly 
wrong, and the Germans prevail. By 

the end, Hanoockis gutted *1 fen like 
I could deep for two weeks," he says. 
Despite returning at three in the 

morning the team hare ariotous wel- 
come at Tehran airport and even 
Smart is mobbed and raised shoul- 
der high. Hancock is with the team, 
and thepair take Hamid home for an 
emotional 14-hour celebration. The 
experience has changed them, and 

they have dearfy derived huge pride 

from their experience. Can we have 
more of this kind of thing from Han- 
cock, and less of that (expletive 
deleted) They Think I?$AU Over? fe? 
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Harvest for choosy punters 
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by Greg Wood 

CHRISTMAS IS an idea! lime to 
renew acquaintance with old 
friends, and there are plenty of 
those racing around the coun- 
try this afternoon. Oh Sc Risky. 
Cab On Target and The Grey 
Monk are among the horses 
who will be running beyond the 
spotlight of Kemp ton Park; this 
afternoon, on a day when the 
bookmakers would like nothing 
more than for punters to scrib- 
ble every name that rings a bell 
on to the first available betting 
slip. 

Zt is very easy to get carried 
away on Boring Day, and if your 
bookie sent you a card this 
year, then you are probably 
the sort of punter who needs to 
exercise as much caution as 
possible. If you find yourself 
having a dabble in the second 
division of the Brandy Butter 
Handicap at Wolverhampton, 
the very last race on one of the 
busiest days of the year, you 
should have been home at least 
two hours ago. 

Uy and stick to the better 
events, like the Rowland 
Meyrick Handicap Chase at 
Wetherby, in which The Grey 
Monk is taken on by Strath 
Royal, who is something of a 
course specialist, and Colonel 
In Chief; the mount of Richard 
Dun woody, who rides here in 
preference to Kempt on, where 
he could not find a ride in the 
King George. It is Random 
Harvest < 22.5 ) , though, who 
looks to have the best chance 
of all with just lOst to carry. 

Dunwoody also rides Celes- 
tial Choir, who takes on Cab On 
Target in the Supermaster 
Handicap Chase, and Symonds 
Inn, who won the Glasgow 



Old favourite: The Grey Monk may be one of the most popular horses in training but faces a stiff task at Wetherby today Dan Abraham 


Stakes on the Flat in 1997 and 
ran respectably in the Derby 
soon afterwards. With Lord 
Lamb contesting the same 
novice hurdle, this is possibly 
the best race of its type any- 
where in the country today. 


Oh So Risky, who is now a 
desperately sad shadow of the 
horse who once won a Triumph 
Hurdle by 15 lengths, is an ac- 
tion at Wincanton, though he 
should be no match for Papo 
Kharisma (2.35), while Way- 


/ - ' h:: 

• . "tf 


Wetherby 


HYPERION 

12.45 Aren’t We Lucky 1.15 Ballad Minstrel 
1.50 Once For Luck 2.25 Random Harvest 
2.55 Eirespray 3.25 Lord Lamb 

GOING: Good to Soft 

■ Left-hand oval arm Run-in at 200yds sightly uphfl. 

■ Cause is NE erf town on B1224 near junction at A58 and At 
ADMISSION: Oub £13 (accompanied under- IBs heel. Tattersais 
C9; Course £3 (CJAPs £i50) or CIO per car with up re foci amts. 
Accompanied under- IBs free CAR PARK: free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Revefey 37-176 (21%). T Easter- 
ly 30-128 (238V □ Nicholson 17-78 (218%i. Mra S Smith *-96 
f*3%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Wyer 46-173 (264%L P Niven 33- ISO 
£2%). A Dobbin 21119 1178%), R Guest 17-83 005%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 193-456 (42.1%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Nona 


rip AR\ BOXING day novice handicap 
HURDLE (D) £3,800 2m 4f 110yds 

1 52231 RUSSIAN ffiFECT (1fl) U VI EaSMtay 4 12 S Ues} . . 

— - - Mr KR O'Ryan (7) 

2 OWE TKOPlA(21)USo«!nhy4CO Doubtful 

3 423X3 ARENT WE LUCKY (70} (BFJJjPNea 5 Tl T1 L Cooper (7) 

4 3-6556 HELMSLEY RJER (31) T Easertiy J fl B RGamOy 

5 006- K MISTY CLASS (47) (D) Mrs 5 Smith 6 n 4 ilr J Cmday (5) 

6 3060 KIND PRINCE (21) M Btetby 6 66. _ ADobbin 

7 -UP030 DOMINOS RING (32) Us H VIMlon 9 0 3 MBremran 

8 6-OPF MENDELUQ (10) L UoyriJames 6 65.. M H Neugiion (?) 

9 IMP-64 WWIStS KEEP (30(M Meagher 6 05 . BFertoci 

O P-OIF? STRAFFAN GOLD (ifl) (B^ Afrs M ffcwtoy 4 03 

... — Mr A Dempsey (3) B 

n Bflfff SUSPSICE (9) fl Fahey 500 — SDuraek 

C CTOVP SIOUJl WARRIOR (11) NTf«8f 6 00 CRafler{7) 


AYR 


HYPERION 

12.55 Major Sponsor 1.25 Wynyard Knight 
2.00 Course Doctor 2.35 Feels Like Gold 
3.10 Scotmall Lad 3.40 Kris Green 

GOING: Soft 

■ Left-hand galoping course; run-in 2T0yds. 

■ Course s E of town on A 758. Ayr station (servres from Gtas- 
gowrl tin ADMISSION: Club C14; Grandstand C7 (OAPa Half- 
price) CAR PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Rowley 24-136 (I7S%L L Lungo 

0- 144(03*) JJOWaBO-WfKS^PMonteMl 17-04 (137%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Dobbin 37-170 (218%) B Storey 34- 
151 (159%). P HARM 0-115 (05%) R Supple 13-69 (188%) 

.■ FAVOURITES: M3- 379 pgf%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Nona 

1 19 ce l MOTHER GOOSE W NOVICE 
HURDLE (E) £3300 added 2m 

1 6TQ-1 MAJOR SPONSOR (B2](D)GMlAxye 6 H 5 JCMaghan 

2 0526 MR BUSBY (iq(D)(BF)MreU Bweley 5115. PMven 

3 5P 8WMYHAN pi) C Prater <1>C -DPariter 

4 05 CAMP HILL (282) J hteiaana 4 6 12 „ Mr B Gibran (7) 

5 61-22 CRAZY HORSE (41) (D) (BF) L Lungo 5 6 12 -RSupple 

6 4 GOLDENBROWN SUN (31) U Mutti 4 6 12 

, C McCormack (3) 

7 000-00 INGLE DOME (19) B Mamgprl 5 D 12 T Nagger (7) 

B i-B KNOCKARA RUR (41) (D) J Oration 5 6 6 BStarey 

9 SFPU OLLIES BOY (19) J Barclay 7 6 12 Mr M Bradbume (3) 

D TOGGI DANCER (NZ)NRd»tfc 5 69 BHartBng 

11 flOO BROADCAST (12) P Monte* 5 67. _ LOHw 

12 OP COBRA G3RL (11) J Barclay 4 6 7 _ JJJMottte 

13 5 [HE HARD LADY (488) D ThBiBOn 7 6 7 ....MSharaO 

-isdacknd- 

BETTING: 2-1 Mr Buaby. 9-4 Major Sponsor, 114 Cray NoreaiM Tbggl 
Dancer, ta -1 Knockers Fair. 151 Goirfenbrowe Sun, 33-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

H would be dangerous to write off the wsB-ragarded Crazy 
Horse even though he has cost his supporters a packer so 
tar this term but MAJOR SPONSOR, who Is said to be to 
good form again alter njury. could turn out to be a Wile spe- 
cial and may be worm toDowtog izili beaten. Mr Busby has 
aJnxtoy dwwn rim seif useful In two turtles ventures and <s 
a screws Ihteat wttie Knockara Fair had lotAed adecere 
prospect n bumpers before ryurtog himself at Cheltenham. 

1 - , ge l GOOSE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 

1 ,lt£0 £4,500 added 2m 

1 34T1-1 WYNYARD KNKSHTP9) (CD) MrsM Revebyfi 114. J>Mvwi 

2 1N333 ROSS£L(1ffl(CD)PMoriierti56S — C McCormack P) 

3 SSmSwiBMa-i'M-J 

< 6025' TURKISH TOWER (679) R Itoi 7 6 12 B HanSng 

-adaidarad- 

BETTING: 1-2 Wynyard KntgM, 7-4 RosaeL 25-1 Strang MMm 351 
TUridsh Tbwer 

FORM VERDICT 

WYNYARD KNIGHT, who had not jumped that wet over 
fences behind other horses at hor na was 
aHowcd to stnde on n mafong an npressw chmtogdebyl 
hem kaa month and cannot oe 

rated Ns supenor over hurdles, was a weS-beaten third that 
day and can hardy be tanned lo turn tha tables on fiat 6to 
better terms 

f 9 nol MIDWINTER NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (E) £4,500 added 2m 4f 

, 5F1U1 COURSE DOCTOR W<OT)Ginto^6I20JC^n 

? M-un cuonctir SOVIET 1241 (D) AWraans 8 H 7 — Htianang 

j SS 

4 002-44 JUMPS HJVER (27) JJ” 4 - 0 P J££ 

5 3P2-03 HAffflEN GLEN (20) IAS J Stafey 7 BS - “ 

6&20F THE OTHER HALF (19) LUngO 6 60 _ R Supple 

-grtedared- 

7-1 HMen Gfen, 10-1 Thomloun House, io-i ina umernre 


-12 declared - 

*bwnum wetgre. Ida 7rue/mfcapwagn& flrri Sixpence 9sr life. Seta 
MtffnorftuSt- 

BETTING: 7-2 Straflaa GolA 4-1 FfesstanAspecL Misty Class, 6-1 Aren't 
We Lucky. 7-1 Kind Prince. 10-1 Heltreriey FHer, Winters Keep, 
12-1 Others 

FORM VERDICT 

Straffan Gold & an obvious contender after hts unlucky de- 
feat by Russian Aspect sa Cotienck last time, but Has can 
go to MISTY CLASS, whose lowcestsr lorm worked out qute 
wel and is better than hs last run al Carisie suggests. Domi- 
nos Ring and Brief Suspense are two others to consider. 


npfcl GEORGE GREGORY NOVICE CHASE 
!.J q l (CLASS C) £7.000 added 2m 

1 FC1-1 AGHAWADDA GOLD (28) (D)T %fe 61)6 ... JIGamay 

2 &1-22T BALLAD MMSTRB. (iq (D) J FitzGerald 6 H9JI Dunwoody B 

3 0005H Sm)FADIVlL(14)OBrenwi71I4 M Brennan 

4 /3500- ECLTDC MOON (33fl) (D) C Ragson fl II 4JndPrMerenca 

5 26-U2 FOUNDRY LANE (21) (CD) (BF) Mre M Rnefey 7 It 4 

- — MrADempseyO) 

6 «W- OPTMSAI RHGHS (429) (BF) J Jefferson 7 n 4 GTwnwy 

7 356545 HELM WIND (19) M Barnes 5 6 13 .S Taylor 

-7tfedared- 

BETTING: M Ballad MfeetnH. 2-1 Fduntfry Lent, 0-1 Aghawedda Gold. 
12-1 Qpdratani Reigns. 2S-1 Hekn Wind. 33-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

In recetpi of weght horn ns two rivals. FOUNDRY LANE looks 
a sound bet to open hta account over fences Ballad Min- 
strel and Aghawadda Gold are tis obvious dangers n a race 
mat should concern only these three. 


If cnl ST JOHN AMBULANCE HANDICAP 
I,JU I HURDLE (C) £5,500 added 2m 

1 P34T1 ONCE MORE FOR LUCK (21) (CD) Ms M Rateley 7 n 6 . 

- MHNaughnnp) 

2 062620 CAULKER (21) (CD) (BF) M Bernes 5 IT 6 ..Slfcytor 

3 P-5064 SHINING B)GE (14) (CD) T Eastotay 6 n 6 RGanfBy 

4 -43321 TOSHBATALK(28) (D) BSeon5tl5..MrKRO , Ryan(7) 


FORM VERDICT 

COURSE DOCTOR, regarded by connections as unlucky 
on the tw> occa&ons he has tailed to campieift e weS thought 
of and may be good enough lo defy 7as Bto rwe n ihe hand- 
icap Supreme Soviet is handy weighted but a bigger ihreai 
could be June's River, who gives tha repression he s open 
to a lair brl of improvement as he steadily teams res trade 
over fences. 


o o cl GAIETY THEATRE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m If 

1 OE/i SANTA CONCERTO (19)(CD) L Ltogo 9 n 6 RSoppfe 

2 PTlU-t FEES LIKE GOLD pB) (CD) N FWattfc 6H9.. DHaning 

3 F4-61 ASK ME LATHI (28) (C) (D) Ms S Bradbune 9 Tl 6 — . 

- Ur M Bratflww (3) 

4 3-tlQ SOLSGIRTH (19) (C)(BF) J Baday 7 6 IOC McConnack (3) 

5 4/OlF- SUIWY L£TTH (324) (CD) P Montaiti 7 6 0 OPartter 

-5 declared - 

Mownum ne^hc lOst free handicap netfu: Sunny leSft sa 6D> 
BETTING: 9-4 Santa Concetto, 5-2 Ftiefe Like Gold. 10IM0 Sotsgrth, 
M Ask Me Latac 25-1 Sumy Lefltu 

FORM VERDICT 

Urfes& struck drewi by ihe seccrejkun-back sytxktxna SANTA 
CONCERTO, a stayeig handicap chaser with a future, looks 
sure to confirm this months C&D auperiority over Sol»g*rth. 

He has more to tear from FSela Like Gold, who Is admeably 

progressive over fences and meted a good impressjcm when 
scoring at Kelso on his reappearance. 


| o IQ ] G LAI KIT GUSSIE 'NH' NOVICE HUR- 
DLE (CLASS E) £3,500 added 2m 4f 

1 1-3Q4 SCOTMAIL LAD (21) (BF)GM Moore 4lt 5 ..jCaBaghan 

2 (MW1 TmJNBAY(26)CPartw6tl5 ..DRaikef 

3 3rf)M KWGBME f«J (D) Ws M ftewtey 5 n 0 PMven 

4 4/U3P BUFFS BOY (12) PMcrte* 7 612 _ B Storey 

5 5063- JAUNTY (»eiAL (427) A Whiare 7 6 CC McCoratack (3) 

6 tXM? OVER THE SOLWAY (9) L Ung° BtE. __RSupple 

7 B0P-05 SNOOTY ESMMO (26) J Haktane 612.. Mr B Gfaren (7) 

8 00 STEPfSTS BRAE (19) N Hdreit 6 6 C J Hading 

9 00035 AyEKNOWSO (41) Ws D Ttxjireon 5 6 7.. JbA Patter 

6 0 CHERRY IMAGE ^}MrcS Bradbume 5 67. . 

_H»LBmdbuRM(T) 

-10 declared - 

BETTING' 2-1 TeeBn Bay, 3-1 Scobnafl lad, 74) Kfegenote, 7-1 Ayeknow- 
ao, 12-1 Bulta Bon 16-1 Jaunty General Stephen's Brae. 20-1 often: 

FORM VERDICT | 

SCOTMAIL LAD has proved his defeat of Crazy Horae at 
Carlsie was no fluke and Is given a narrow vole over Kin- 
genntf . who Is almost certanly batter than than she 
showed at Newcastle last tra Rrefln Bay boks prak ot the 
rematoder. 


g an] SQUIRE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £4,000 added 2m 4f 

1 F32^£ INGLETONIAN (28) (CD) Bltactaegan 9120 .. -BStarey 

2 (JOW5- TOME COUNTIES (44WCMD) J Hanenon B 12 0 D J UoBae 

3 2CK332 ROBBO (M) (C) Lira M Flevetey 4 n 8 PMwnB 

4 4/621- ATTADALE (2&y (D) A Detail 6 11 2 C MeComw* (3) , 

5 2tafl FORfflDDEN TIME (T^LLitoflO 6710. ...MrBGajsnn (7) 

6 tMOt KRS GREEN (12) (D)L Lingo 469 (6e»j .. -RSuppfe 

7 304146 COTTCTOWN BOY (11) (CD) Ms S Brxftune 7 67 

_ Mr M Bradbume (3) 

- 7 declared - 

BETTING: 9-4 Kit* Green. 52 Attatbte, 11-4 Rahta. 9-1 Cottatoaat Buy. j 
12-1 Home CounOee, fegMonMn, 16-1 Fbrtndden Time 

FORM VERDICT 

KRIS GRE9I, a good-kxlangeort who wfl not be over-raced 
betore goaiq chaartg has en obvious chHnco to suppiemert 
this months Newcastle gans Robbo, who is agate bWrard, 
has run we* in deteaf on its last two starts and looks the 
one to beat 


ward King £.05 ) must stand 
every chance of winning the 
Mid Season Chase for the sec- 
ond year in a row. On the same 
card, the Lord Stalbridge 
Memorial Gold Cup pits Fine 
Thyne, who ran well for a long 


way in the Hennessy Gold Cup, 
against Menesonic <3.05), who 
was just eight lengths adrift of 
Tteeton Mill over this course two 
runs ago. That looks to be the 
best form on offer. 

Ayr is one of the few re- 


maining meetings with much to 
offer casual punters. Santa 
Concerto (2.35) looks to be a 
horse on the upgrade, and 
there could certainly be no 
more appropriate winner this 
afternoon. 


5 21/0-3 NAHffl (USA) (11) (D) J ttv*Je7 n 4 TBey 

6 30-85 MARAUD (57) (D) SBel4 6 O ADoDbbi 

7 211-43 EP0MNE{1<) (D) E Efan4 6 6 .... - SDuradi 

-7dadmd- 

BETTING: 7-4 Onn Mora For Luck. 4-1 Caiiltw 02 Tbsbba Taft, 7-1 
Nahii 8-1 ShMng Edge, Epordna, 14-1 Maraud 

FORM VERDICT 

Contftions looks deal tot ONCE MORE FOR LUCK, who has 
been m splendid form ires year, both on the Flat and over hur- 
dfes Coulksr. who ran below par when Oefind fwn Iasi tree 
■s expected lo fere much belter this time 


9 ocl ROWLAND MEYRICK HANDICAP 
CHASE (B) £20,000 added 3m If 

1 01-53 THE GREY MONK (14) (D) N Hoards ® n 6 ... A Dobbin 

2 P-505 STRATH ROYAL (15) (CD) 0 Breman CDQ...M Breanon 

3 FiU/H RNBl LOSS£ (14) C Egenon 9 6 6 ... -BFentaoB 

4 PPRl 8 COLONEL IN CffEF (29) (CD) M teduHer 6 63 

__.R Dumoody 

5 1-4)21 RANDOM HARVEST (21) (CD) Ms M Revetoy 9 60- 

-- . ..MrADampsey(3) 

6 05-OF THE LAST FUNG 0) (CD) tts SSmfe SWO. .-.SDnack 

- G declared - 

Minmum wetghr lOst True iwndcap nwghc The Lay ffiry fts T2& 
BETTING: 52 Random Harvest, 7-2 Strata Royal, 4-1 Rtvw Locate. 92 
TIM Grey Monk, 152 Cofenel In ChfeL 9-1 Ttw Last Ftag. 

FORM VERDICT 

In what looks a highly competitive hanefcap It could pay to 
sde with couse 5peaaisf STRATH ROYAL to beat hE ganger 
nvals. River Loasie and Random Harvest both rate as tog 
dangers, and The Grey Monk has Uopped drawn to a lar 
mark as wel 


19 eel SUPERMASTER HANDICAP CHASE 
I W 1 (B) £10^00 added 2m 41 110yds 

1 -42403 CUMBRIAN CHALL9IGE (14) (GO) T Eastetby 9 II 11 

RGantty 

2 Fl-522 BRESPIWY(21)(D)(BF)MraSairti7i1fl EDmck 


Wincanton 

HYPERION 

1.00 My Tem 1.30 Cool Gunner 2.05 Wise 
King 2.35 Papo Kharisma 3.05 Betty's Boy 
3.35 Lizzy’s First 

GOING: Soft (Good to Soft m places) 

■ Right-hand, galoping couse Run-In ol 200yds. 

■ Course is NE of town on B308L Templecombe station (ser- 
vice from London. Waterloo) 4m ADMISSION: Members £14: 
Tattersais £9; Course (and cars to course) £» (Under-IBs free 
rflo oB enclosures}. CAR PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 37- W9 P Nlchoita 35- 

132 (265%). R Abler 17-121 (14%) P Hobbs 13-106 (128%) 
■LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dunwoody 23-04 (221%) A P McCoy 
22- TO (195%) J Oebonw E-57 (211%) A Thormon 0-60 (20%) 

■ FAVOURITES: «B-419 (378%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Nona 

1 nhl M & J PICTURES MARE 'NH’ NOVICE 
t,w l HURDLE (E) £3,000 added 2m 

1 OOP BUZZSWORD (2B) 8 Bidder 4 6 6 D0‘Si*Hn(7) 

2 5506 UlY FOR LOOKS (331 1 WtaraS 6 6 PHkte 

3 25FF l*YTHW(22)LVWs4 6 6 WGraatrtK 

4 55 PEASHXJWN TOFANA (72) fl Ateer 5 6 6 TJHaphy 

5 46-450 PEG 0 THE WOOD (37) Mss H knght 5 6 6 JCdtoty 

6 -08100 fflOPERPfaUrm/E(33)CDrew5«6 Mr D Uutphy (7) 

7 CLO RICrtiiOf® LADY (49) P H±bS 5EC ..CMauffe 

5 2CV064 ROYAL RULER p8) J Gifford 766 0 Burrow* (5) 

9 02-32 SILK VESTHBiTS (28)(BF) Ifcs V VMams 6 6 6 R Fanart 

6 46F-63 SOLOtSM (22) R Ateer 5 B O . P hotter 

-10 declared - 

BETTING: 7-4 SBt Vtotnwnt*. 3-1 Sototam. 5-1 My ten, 6-1 Richmond 
Lady: Royal Ruler, 8-1 Peasedown Tclana. 12-1 Peg 0 The Wood, Prop- 
•rPiMhn, 2S-1 otters 

FORM VERDICT 

An Lrrmspmg rare with wtnehto start the festMten. Peg O 
The Wood, Proper Primitive and Sotobm camot be niod 
ouL but the wmere most Ikety to be either My Tfetn or SILK 
VESTMENTS. The Wanaiia Wifams-liBtoed contender gets 
the vote on the strength ol her bumper form and effective- 
ness on a soft surface 


4 on I HARRY DUFOSEE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 

1 322144 INDIAN JOCXEY (28) (CO) M Pipe 6120 DcubtU 

2 4P4-31 COOL GUNNER (37) (CD) J King 8 113 -.TJMraphy 

3 11F50P ROBHTrSTOY (8) (D) GH»n7n3 -PWria 

4 3U53F MORSTOCK (15) (CD! BFtodges81I2 .TDascombe 

5 3-3T5B CQOLTEBI HERO (24) (0) R Aher B 11 0 PHoBey 

6 1P66 BEYOND OUR BEACH {Z3)(DJ R Hodges 66 1-JHmi*(S) 

7 FflJ44 ROBINS PR8JEH (CD) CRophamS 61 8 Fsrrart 

-7dedHred- 

BETTINQ: 6-4 Cool Gunner, 7-2 Uanttdt. 5-1 Cooltean Here, 8-1 Bo- 

yend Ore Reecti, RoWm Prate, 16-1 Robert's Toy. 

FORM VERDICT 

Only the Sevan declared, btn a competitive race Cool Gun- 
ner wiH be popUar after fee «m over Get Real on his latest 
start, particularly as none o< the others showed the* form 
last frna However M OR STOCK 'a torture® do Became with 
an early fel and Cootieen Hero mbs stfl trawttng wal enough 
when he was brought down five out. Moratoch has gained 
ttvee ol fes tour wms at tins hack and is the one to beat with 
a reproduction of what he showed In tills evant n 1997 

|'9 nc MID SEASON CHASE (INTERMEDIATE 
RACE) (B) £10^00 added 2m 5f 

1 112-6 STORMY PASSAGE (14) (DBflFHttsB 11 6._RFfera« 

2 P31-12 WAYWARD I0NG (14) (CO) (BF) RHodQesfi 11 C — 

T D —cn m fe ) 

3 11-FP4 THE LAND AGENT (14) (0) J kUIns 7 fl 8 PHkte 

4 3/11-3 WISE KING (46)(D)(8F)JC»811« TJMraphy 

5 321314 SILENT CRACKER (7) (D) M Pdmanfi 012 .... JQdUy B 

-Sdeetered- 

BETTING: W Stormy Pajeags, H- 4 IQo9< ?-2 Weyward Kino, H 

The Land Agant 8-1 SiM Cracker 


3 1LI3P-3 ANABRANCH (78) (D) JJe«oson7i14 . ... .GTbrmey 

4 THUS- CELESTIAL CHOIR (F228) (CD) {^) J L Eyre fl 71 4 

R Dunwoody 

5 UP-62 FORESTAL (28) (CD) (BF)JH Johnson BH2 .. A Dobbta 

G 5303 CAB ON TARGET (14) (CD) Us M ftovelay 12 h 2 

Mr A Dempsey (3) 

7 ,£23-3 WEAVER GEORGE (12) (C) (D) W Snrey 8 6 3 8 HcGralh 

d 3V1-4 MAFIRE DE WiSIQUE (19) (CD) M Ibttunia 7 6 (S Fenton 
-•ttedared- 

BETTING: 3-1 Braspray; 9-2 Celestial Choir, Cab On TkrgaL 5-1 Fore- 
ctaL 6-1 Anabranch, Hfearer Garage. 8-1 Cumbrian CttaBenge.2S-1 Mate* 
DeMualque 

FORM VERDICT 

MAlTRE DE MUSK3UE. who ran ss (hough needngthe race 
on his reappearance at Ayr, can take tfes tricky hancfccap Ce- 
lestial Choir, who looks on a far mark, and Forestnl. who 
was a shade untedty last tree, tool fes main dangers 


14 OKI CHRISTMAS NOVICE HURDLE 
I". I (CLASS D) £3,800 added 2m 

1 iwn LORD LAMB (123(D) Us URsvasye 71 uMr A Dampsay (3) 

2 n SYMONDS INN (51) (DJJFtaGerald 41)0... JIDunreody 

3 OOM6 C0kEANDRUN(l2)MWEB!earty4 66lftKR01lyBn(7) 

4 0004 CURTAINSATCHOPWELL (18) TEsstBity 4 6 12.-H Getritty 

5 33 DEE PS TCECSpS) MW Easerby 4 012 . -R McGrath 

B M GAUNDOf14)JH Johnson 4 012 Bfenton 

7 68 GYMCRAK JESTHI (Ifl) M Banes 4 6 12 . . Sfeytor 

B 6-05 MBIBI SAMIROVnCH (30) (BF) R Fahey 5 6 12 S Durack 

9 3M PFIAfflCINDIAN(14)0ararvun5OC ...Jl Bremen 

6 CASHMEfE LADY (F14)JL Eyre 6 07 _.J)Dobfate 

— to declared ■ 

BETTING: 541 Lord Larab, 9-4 Syraonds list, IO-lDeePeeTiHCee.16- 
1 Uistor Ssrxkrwtch, Cashmere Lady, 20-) Gsteido, 25-1 Qymcn* Jestet. 
33-1 otheni 

FORM VERDICT 

Although the might appear to concern only Lord Lamb and 
Symonds Inn, who are both unbeaten raw terdes. tha value 
bet trould be tha newcomer CASHMERE LADY, who receives 
plenty of weigtn and b a hall- sister to Celestial Choir, who . 
was e decent hurdler before she wem over fences 


FORM VERDICT 

Stanny Passage is unquestionably the one they al have to 
bes> at these uwghts but he does not always fexf much Ltoder 
pressuR as the Tnplepmt test time and h& meeting wnh The 
Land Agent at Ascot both demonstrated. WAYWARD KING 
b the one most ftelY to benefit from a repeal, although Wise 
King is another eotpBrted to do wd over fences this year 

9 oc STAKIS CASINOS HANDICAP HUR- 
g, _ DLE (QUALIFIER) (CLASS B) £10,000 
added 2m 6f 

1 260M ALLEGATION (21) (D) M Ppa 8 it n C Durham (71 

2 OH SO ftfSKY(15) 3 R Mflian 71 Tl 4 D Safer (3) 

a Mm PIAPO KHAHSMA (21) (D) P Hobbs B HO -RFananl 

4 ISTBr THHEE FARTHMGS (318) J QU 8 11 0 .TJMurphy 

5 3060- lYORS FLUTTER (F70) (Ifl D asaortii 9 6 D . . 

2nd Preference 

6 FlP-33 MELODY UAB3 (21) (CD) (BF) N Hoidnson 6 6 12 

.. 2ntf Preference 

7 433-53 MISTER RM (14) N TmacrvOames 6 09 ... CMaude 

S CH5- SfflE THE DAY (234) (CO) (BF) M Cocnt» ID i0 0 

Mbs M Coombs 

Uavavm weight: IflsL 7rue haiOcap iwitit Stdzo The Dfly 9Bt 30> 
-Bdecterad- 

BETTTN(iMPapoKhartama,52Ui*jtfyUaid,ll-2A»egaJ)oc,7-TSee6 
The Day, Three Farthings. B-1 Oh So Rteky, ICster ftn, in hurt Rutter 

FORM VERDICT j 

WHh Malody Makf haadng far KerTpm tins looks an raocelenj 
opportunity for PAPO KHARISMA. Three FtinHngB and 
Sabre The Day make their reappearances and look rner- 
esting sorts for later in the season. 


o fieri LORD STALBRIDGE GOLD CUP 
HANDICAP CHASE (B> £10^00 added 
3m If 110yds 

1 ti52-P FINE THYNE (2Q Mns A Psnett 9 11 O . .. .CMaude 

2 322-05 GUTTER ISLE (21) J Giftod B Jl 3 PHkte 

3 3255/1 BETTY'S BOY (30) (D) K Bailey 9 11 3 R FtinutU 

4 6FP06 JET RULES (31) (D) Ms J Pitman 9 II 0 JCuSoty 

5 32-122 IffiESONIC (22) (TO) (BF) R After 8 6 7. PHoBey 

6 4J4-3P S1MB0L V SUCCESS (1^ DYWtems 762. TDasCOffifaeV 

7 S^633 JUUARA (22) I Mkere 9 6 0 - TJNkiphy 

-7<kdarad- 

Mtitovm wog/t titeL 7<w handicap irepfit Jutea fta life. 

BETTING: 52 Betty's Boy, 11-4 Meneeoitie, 52 fine Thyne. 13-2 Gut- 
ter tale, JuRara, 7-1 Jet Rutea, 151 Symbol Of Suaxa 

FORM VERDICT 

Betty 1 * Boy did wel to wit a Uhcnster after such a long 
absence but he shoid find it much tougher h«e agamst Fine 
Thyite and MEtiESONIC. with tie latter preferred after show- 
ing UK WBft-being akeaOy tfes term. Jultara is the other one 
to note. 

■r* gel PARKERS CATERERS NOVICE HAN- 
DICAP HURDLE (E) £3,000 added 2m 

1 42-05 SUPS MAC (11) P htedger 5 Tl 6. CMaude 

2 04-26 PI£TR0BEM90(21) JAheiUB14i1 6 TJMurphy 

3 <£533 KHABL00MK(FR)(11)JtUre411fl PFftfe 

4 H3F32 AAVASAXSA (FR) (2S) (D) MRpe5 tl 9 2nd Preference V 

5 SflfrOP WHAT A FUSS (38) Mbs H Krtglv 3 it 5 . ._JCt*Hy 

6 OfflM IDOThEJOKESpg JGUadBti 3 OBunra>S(5) 

7 123821 GOLDEN LAY (50) Fl Hodges 5 11 1 . . . T Desecrate 

8 450 SHOKEY PETE (15) R BucMa <4 n 1 _ ._DO^Bvan(7) 

9 PflJ2l UZZYS FUST (B) B R kSknan 8 11 0 (7e») DSriter(3) 

B 60000 AHOONADOflQR Hodges 4 04 J Harris (5) 

11 .6052 TRYMYP0r(7)HVtebb6O4. . BFdrrart 

- mteetorad- 

PETTWG: 7-2 AavttsMn, 51 Lbzya FksL 0-2 Gflkten Uy, 7-1 hyniy- 
cti, 51 Pietro Benbo, KrabiooiA, 151 Super Mac, t Do The Jokes, 
Sraokay Fe», Aflefenedo, 251 WhM A Fm 

FORM VERDICT 

PMrO Bembo has one piece of form which gues h«i a tai 
cnance and has the benefit ol a recent run after a break. 
More said credentials, however, are held by UZZYS FIRST 
and KraMoonBu Thera te plenty to Bee about Krabtoonirti 
two runs this MO»n and he c expected to put up a bold 
shew. hui Exeter scorer Uzzys first S very hard to pass over. 


Wolverhampton 

HYPERION 

1.00 Landrfun 1.30 Elite Hope 2.05 Trojan Girl 2.40 Naked Oat 
3.15 Weef-A-Minute 3.45 Bonne VMe 4.15 Sir Walter 4.45 
Mike's Double 

GOING: (Al weather) Standard. STALLS: totuda. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Uncertain 

■ Left-hand course; Fibresand suriaoa 

■ Course & N ol town on A4-S9 Station tin ADMISSION: Club £20: Tattersais HO: 
Viewing Ftestaurant £2090 ndudng entrance and meal Other restaurants avaBabte. 
CAH PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: R HoIBnshead 77-695 (T11%L M Johnston 61-280 (218%). 

J Berry 52-355 (V46%L P Evans 45-444 (61%) 

; ■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Weaver 6Mn 1212%). S Sanders 45368 1133%). Dean 
UcKeown 37-308 (12%). G Dufffeld 36-234 (154%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 455 wins m 1 .429 races (318%) 

I BUNKERED FIRST TME: Waiting KnigM (veered, 240) Sun Fairy ivisored. 345) Amber 
Regent I4S) 

l l nnl PARSON’S NOSE HANDICAP (CLASS F) pIV 1} £3,000 ; 
I l,uu l added 1m 100yds 

1 B0066 ROIDE DANSE (1 Ifl (Ifl MChan396 - .. ..Dane ONefl 4 

2 500400 UOOM5TDW (J30) B Baigh 3 9 7 . _ ..ACullumeB 

3 80062 LANDRFUN (24) (CD) HCoingri^y»3 94 .... DeaiMcKe0«n5 

4 25E232 NB55 ALL ALONE (T78) Ji3fever393 _ .GCertvIO 

5 0506- ALLEZ CYRANO (J29) (C) DBwO*f78 O - SDrownet 

G OOOOK WGHT AUCTION fill) B PaSnga 8 0 „G Fauftner (3) B 

7 Q63CO' SOMB1SOLO 11158) Mss LSridM 58 Q- 0 Pears 12 

8 C20084 HIGHNOCN (31)N Uttinodan3B 6 . . T G McLatghiin 6 

9 08W06 MOLLY MUSIC (8) (D) G Wvgarccn 4 88 - J fete 13 

6 005 HKLHOON (325) WBnsboure3B7 .. ..P Bradley (7)7 

n 0G8B0 WAGGA MOON (181) U Bnnan 4 a 3 J Quinn 3 

6 OOGJ LADY OF THE LUKE (123) D Ha^Jn Jones 382 Martin Dwyer 11 

6 -4O0CB KANAWA (17) A^ PJonw<81 F Norton 2 

— 13 doctored - 

BETTWG: 52 M De Dense. 51 Landrfiat 9-2 Mbs All Atone, 51 MgM Auction. 7-1 Moonstone, 
151 High Noon, 151 ABez Cyrano, 151 otam 

FORM VERDICT 

A much weaker race than ROI DE DANSE has been confesuig and he has daf- 
nrte prospects ol defying top weighi agar si nvas who win rarely. Landrfun. run- 
ner-ite 6 a seter here last una looks ihe pCk ol the opqositicm 


li oa| BRANDY BUTTER HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV I) 
>,ou l £3,000 added 6f 

1 -0604 BALANITA P9) (D) B Psdtafl 3 6 0 . _ ... .G Fauftner p| 6 

2 262*5 ORE HOPE (14) (CD) N TridEr G 912. Dean UcKeown 4 

3 46300 UUTASAWWAR (17) (D) M Saundere <96 -HPricol 

4 0*4300 INTIAASH (107) (CD) D Haydn Jones 69 4 _.SVWufi«oiiti3 

i 50006 HKJQNS EXECUTIVE (14) (Cl (D) E Ataun 4 6 ti -JQwnI 

8 0H5M0 WILL TO WIN (10) (CO) T Kedfy 4 87 . .S Drown 9 

7 30*400 CAPTAIN CARAT (110) (D) (BF) D Chapman 785 PBcuSeyS 

8 0G0K6 LANCASHIRE LEGEND (25) N LAtinoden 5 B 3 . . J Tate IQ 

9 020030 NOBLE RATRHJT (ID) H Holinshead 3 81. _ T Wiliams 7 

6 000000 JOCKWEHER (ISO) D Chapman 3 7 6 . . PM0um(7)2 

-10 decterad- 

MimRum itergte ?S ICSh frue hanfmp Jbcnweder 7st 3tt> 

BETTING: 11-4 Elite Hope. 7-2 Batanlta. 52 HQmns Executive. 51 UutasawMK 7-1 Intiaash, 
151 Captain Carat, 151 WtU To Win. 151 otaera 

FORM VERDICT 

The course speoabst Elite Hope has not won a harxkcap lor two years and is 
viinerabte to an reprover Bee BALANITA. who has not had things go hs way since 
writing at Windsor n July Hiltons Executive has void place prospects, despite 
a dsappotamg run here last time 


I9 ft cl CHRISTMAS PUDDING CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS E) 
r.-Vrj £3,750 2YO 6f 

1 2U SCARLETTS BOY (84) N Utmoden 9 7 T G McLaughfti 4 

2 6635 NORTHERN SVSrfGAU (8) (Ifl TD Banal 9 3 0 Peats 3 

3 DOME ASH MB1SHAW (33) (D) B Hcftvhaad 6 9. PM Quinn (7)2 

4 302301 TROJAN GOT. (21) {CJNLmmotlen 88 H Thoms (7) 7 

5 C62000 RGKYEXPSflSiCE(4)BBajghB4 DaleGferoni 

6 330650 MYMOTHEirS DREAM (39) AT Mupby 80 TWfianraS 

7 650556 CANYOUHEAHME (7) N Cafla^an 7 t2 _ . _ J Quito 6 

-7 dedared- 

BETTMG: 7-4 Northern Svangal. 15-8 Trojan GM. 51 ScarletTs Boy, 151 Ash bBtehaa. 151 
Risky Esperfence, 251 Canyeuhewme, 33-f My Motaer^ Dream 

FORM VERDICT 

Northern SvangaO is the best horse n the race but has not yet proved hts abili- 
ty to act on the surface and. as a result. TROJAN GIRL a preferred, tifc* Lrttinod- 
ens horses are running wel and Trojan Gri was repressive last time 


1 9 Afi] BREAD SAUCE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £4,000 
added 1m 100yds 

1 050032 KRAM BOY (29) A Batey 4 9 0 JBoalev(7)5 

2 006-00 LIGHTNING REBEL (J16) P ffctt 4 9 0 OPearal 

3 CALYS HALO J G Snyto-Otocure 3 B O F Norton 7 

4 83040? WCEPTA (7) P S McEntee 3 0 0 . TG McLaughfti 12 

5 3*3023 NAKH)OAT(14)(BF)BSits» 1386 RPerham4 

6 230204 WAITING KMGHT (1 1^ Mrs N ttecsUey 3 8 6 R Price 9 V 

7 3-4 BOLD BECKY (17) A P Jam 4 8 9 - - TSprakeZ 

8 200003 CHBiABBSlYfID) MBrttBm4 69 GCarterlO 

9 56M2 OVER XSI (19) *Ass G hetewey 489 . - .-SWfeMorth3 

6 OB PRMCESSE 2BJ3A Mss L SddM 4 B 9 Desi McXaoen 11 

It 0- ALARMING MOTOWN (428) Lad Hrorgdon 388 ..Dane CtiletB B 

12 3005 FLY HOW (14) H Haynes 3 8 B RHavtai6 

6 UOO MSS LACROIX (241 R Hcftnstiead 3 B 8 SDroww13 

- 13 declared - 

BETTING: 51 Naked Out, 741 Incepta, 51 Over Keen. 51 Ikram Bay. 51 Waiting Kitight Cttin- 
abeny, 12-1 Alarming Motown. 20-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Plenty al its and buls in Iris maiden as most of Ihe obvious contenders are un- 
proven on Ffcre&and. Perhaps first tree on sand may be the right line to catch 
WAITING KNIGHT, who has ihe best form and has Joined a yard that does wel 
on the AW. 


TTE PORT HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7,750 added 
Ia l 1m if 79yds 

61 W PRMARY COLOURS (35) (CD) J Prerre 3 6 0 ,AP0B(5)7 

20065 PUNISHWHYT (35) h Cmw^ham-BKMr 7 9 0 ...RPrtet 

30036 WEETA-MINUTE (f4) R Hdrehead 597. _..ACufcat»S 

E026 SUPER MONARCH (J23) K Burt* 4 85 JQum4 

00036 BYZANTIUM (17) Ltvd Hrtngdon 4 B 3 DafaGHwouSV 


6 305000 DUKHAN (52) EABttto 481 Metente Worden (7) 2 

7 <6541 FAILED TO HIT (14) (CD) N Lidmoden 5 70 J late 3 V 

8 012001 Bl«MNGOfl)(flNLtitototfcn67 6 RTfeitiw(n« 

-8 declared - 

Mnunu ra 7s Kite. True toixfcap weight Bunting 7s 7Bx 

BETTING: 51 Primary Colours, 7-2 Byzantium, 52 Fs8ed To Hk, 51 PuntehmeflL 11-2 Weet- 
A-Mim4B, 151 Super Monarch. 151 Bunting, 251 Dukhan 

FORM VERDICT 

Although ha is improver here, BYZANTIUM b in such good heart thffl he looks 
worth following off wha: could stfl be a potentlaly favourable mart. Tha drop back 
in trp is a worry lor Primary Co tours white n is posstole that Failed To Hit c a 
bn nattered by his latest win here which came here on a very wet evening. There 
are question marks about al tha others, too 


TURKEY SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) £2,500 added 
1m 4f 


60210 BANNERET (56) (CD) IBF) Hss 5 Mtan 598 

202S30 BAPSFORD 114) (C) M Wbmg 494 . 

aS3Q00 CONIC H8J. (J40) J Peace 7 94 

-00000 MONTE CAVO (B) M BniQin 79 4 

365000 SUPER FWW (40) JFaarra 694. _ 

00203 WSHEBY (J10) Ucs A Sfctel 99 4 .. 


.C Career (7)6 
R Prices 
... A Rtifl (5) 11 
. Fl Farmer (7) 7 

Cfele Gibson 2 
. P Bradtay (7)9 


5 30000 SUPER PARK (40) J Pearce 6 9-1. _ .. Date Gibson 2 

6 OCCCB WEEHEBY (J10) lAss A St*El 96 4 pBradtey(7)9 

7 45036 P0R7TTE SOPHIE (88) (qUBman 7 93 G Carter 1 

B 100236 BONNE VUJE (J22) (C) S PtiBng 4 9 6 G Fatikner (3) 3 

9 000060 ROLLING RATCH (33) E Atom 4 8 13 JQulm4 

6 40502 SIM FAETY (8) D fticheti 4 6 6 SDtownelOV 

n 40600 HARLESTONE LANE (ID) D Buchel 3 88 F Norton 12 

6 00 PRETTYASH(42)ATUiphy38B Dean UcKeown B 

- 12 dadared- 

BETTIMG: 11-4 Banneret, 51 Bapsford. 7-2 Sun Fairy, 52 Bonne Wile, 151 Rolling Patch, 13-1 
Portite Soph te, 14-1 Herlestane Lane, 151 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Bourne VBIe has dear farm dares now he reverts to a sale but SUN FAIRY, whose 
latest run suggested there was a tot more to tame, definitely has Ihe aWrty to win 
a race of tha nature. 

\A 1C! PARSON’S NOSE HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV II) 
r** 1 0 1 £3,000 added im 100yds 

1 0005 UBSTTEBELL (438) D Haydn Jones 39 6 SWtifeuorfli2 

2 OOCOO A8fflBIREGSfT(J1S)iqMB6SWfcn396 C Career (7) 13 B 

3 6900 EOUEHHY (116) (CO) M Doas7 9 5 T1«Baina4 

4 90564 COLD FRONT (138) NUnmoden 3 9 * - TGMcLaugMn8 

5 OOCOGO ANCHOR VENTURE (8) D Chapman 590 . ACuhroB 

6 64000 WARRMG (17) (D) M SaundBis 4 8 6 RPricall 

7 205060 STARLBER(91)Maittan38 0 GCarterS 

8 04065 SR WALTER (35) AT Uurphy 5 8 6. Dm UcKeown 10 

9 36400 DELIGHT OF DAWN (3fi) (D) c IMieetar 6 B 9 TSprafca7B 

6 600086 LIFT BOY (17) (q P &igjyne 9 86 FNorton12 

11 440-30 FUNG THE CHIEF (24) M Usher 6B 4 G Hannon (7)1 i 

12 000000 Ifl MU1TAHD (25) Ma H Wafem 4 83 SR)gHon(7)9 

6 30009 QUAUTA1R SIU/S1 (43) lfesLSdda!4B2 NCte8lla3 

-iStfedared- 

BETTTNG: 52 Cold Ftart, Sir Wafter. DeHght 01 Dawn, 51 SlarBnK 151 AmberRaganLEqur- 
ry. Anchor Venture, Warring, LB Boy. Ring The CMel, 151 otaera 

FORM VERDICT 

There a a marked feck ol sakd recent AW form here. Amber Regent has definite 
dares on the farm he showed here earlier «i the year now he a back at Ms right 
trip and tried birtirered write Ring The Chief could make a bold show from the 
tram. But preference a for DELIGHT OF DAWN, who a potenoatiy wet treated 
after pal two ines on sand and has been found a modest contest today lo take 
advantage ol it 

A wel BRANDY BUTTER HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV II) 
£3,000 added 6f 

1 OOOCOT DAVIS ROCK (40) (CD) W Uw 4 60 IMDm,) 

2 000200 AFTER EK3HT (17) £D)M Saunders 3 8 12 NCtefiafe5B 

3 140000 MSS DANGEROUS (14) (CD) U Oran 39 6 F Norton 4 

4 060063 THAAYERp5)KBd39 6 TSratet*2 

5 O40W4 MIKES DOUBLE (ID) (CD) Mrs NMaca*y48t3 R Price 8 V 

6 233040 SOTON1AN(10)(C) P FtfgateSBB ...PMQukmfTll 

7 0Q60E5 NITEOWLER (4)(0) J Baking4 86 JEtfenmfefi 

8 KB056 RWHlB«BI»(33)rD)lBF)WBn3eoiiT»5B1 — .PBradfeymiO 

9 0004 MARY HANNAH (W) A Sena 570 .AFUB SI7 

6 000600 KID ORY (IB) (0) D Oiapman 77 6 Jenny Benron (716 B 

-ID declared- ' 

Aftwnum weight 7a fQtt) True handicap ire^fSs: Mary Hamh T&Stt KklQn?Bt2lt> 

KTT1NG: 52 Mira's Doubte, 51 Rhw Ensign, 52 Mta Ovrier, 11-2 Parts Rock, 51 Thaswv 
151 ute Dongvous. Sotntian, 14-1 othera ^ 


i Ovrier, 11-2 Parts Rock, 51 Thasyw; 


FORM VERDICT 

A «YP*ca»y tffficUt Wttiverhampimi herafcap widen could be run W lines and have 
id diffwem results. Davfe Rock and Thaayer wfl be popular bui NITE Owler 
has been runnng wel ol late and can go weB ai a decani price. 
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King George VI Chase: The people’s choice could prove to be only a pale version of Desert Ordiid and One Man 


Imperial 


Call can 


halt grey 


reign 


GREY IS very much the colour 
of Kempton Park on Boxing 
Day. from the ashen faces of 
racegoers nursing industrial- 
strength hangovers, to the 
horses they love to back in the 
King George VI Chase. Desert 
Orchid and One Man became 
the most popular chasers in 
t rainin g on the back of their ex- 
ploits in the King George, and 
between them account for six 
of the last 10 r unnin gs. Now, 
there is a new white horse in 
town, and if Tee ton Mill can fol- 
low their lead this afternoon, an 
Official Fan Club wih not be far 
behind. 

Like his trainer, Venetia 
Williams. Tteeton Mill has 


by Greg wood 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: See More Business 
(Kempton 2.20) 

NB: Lord Of The River 
(Kempton 1.10) 


climbed towards the peak of 
jumps racing at astonishing 
speed. Less than 12 months 
ago, he was merely a promis- 
ing hunter chaser, but he could 
well start favourite this after- 
noon for what is to some minds 
the best renewal of the King 
George for years. 

When Teeton Mill was a 5-2 
chance for the Hennessy Gold 
Cup just a tew days before he 
turned the race into a proces- 


sion. his trainer commented 
that she found his odds “fright- 
ening". Given that he is the 
same sort of price for the most 
important weight-for-age chase 
outside the Cheltenham Gold 
Cup itself, Williams should per- 
haps be experiencing abject 
terror this morning. Instead, 
she simply says that she is 
“completely numb about the 
whole business”. 

What some punters - though 
not his trainer - seem to over- 
look, though, is that the bare 
form of Teeton Mill's Hennessy 
victory does not entitle him to 
set off at such a short price 
today. 

“He's a grey horse and I 
think people look at him a bit 
like an iceberg," Williams says. 
“They assume that there are 
hidden depths there, but we will 
only find out on Saturday. He 
will get there fit and well, and 
the ground is not a worry be- 
cause he has won on foist at 
Stratford and soft at Newbury. 
Softer ground would probably 
suit us, but equally it would suit 
See More Business ." 

It is See More Business, last 
year’s winner; who is the main 
rival to Teeton Mill at the top of 
the betting, even though he 
has yet to show a similar level 
of form this season. Beaten by 
Suny Bay on his seasonal reap- 


KEMPTON 


HYPERION 

12.40 Lawahik 

1.10 EXECUTIVE KING (nap) 

1-45 Decoupage 


2.20 Imperial Call (nb) 
2.55 Soloman 
3.25 Melody Maid 


GOING: Good to Scfti 

■ Right-Hand course Practically flat Run-ti ot 200yd 

■ Course e on A3QB at Sunbury. (Bus Sr* from Richmond & Hatton Cross Underground 
Statons! ADMISSION-. Club £2?. TatersaBs EtS; S*rer Rng £7. Under- 16s tree CAR 
PARK: Members C2: rest tree 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS-. O Nicholson 19 vims from 67 runners (284%i R Alnar 15-43 
G4SV N Henderson E-6B (T76%i N Trviston-Oavtes 10-52 (32%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS; J Osborne 22 wins tram 73 rides (301 U A Fitzgerald £1-05 
tW3*l A Maguire 20-79 (356%/. R Dumvoody 19-95 PO*fc) 

■ FAVOURITES-. 132 hub horn EBB races (success rata 422%l 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME; None. 

LONG DISTANCE TRAVELLER: Kin noncash (145) has been sent 235 miles. 


19 An I PERTEMPS managed services NOVICE |31 
hurdle (B) £10,000 2m Penalty value £7,133 BBIfl 

1 220-11 ALHOSAAM (30) (N Qartl G l Mocre4 71 to JtPMcCoy 

awe. red anpe. doMo on stores, striped cap 

2 lF5l GRECIAN DART (23) (D) (Lord YJarabd) N HOTtaroi 8 It 1} .MAFttgeraW 

pate blue, write and yatew check cap 

3 1 LAWAHIK (14) W(J Joseph) C Man 4 h II CLtemlyn 

royal blue. reOapofc. black cao. write spob 

4 -13320 FOLLOW THE LEADER (20) (D) lUssaHn Farms) R Hjfey (W) 5 71 5 JTczntl 

iO|Of blue and yeSow dabcfc. yeflov.- sfearas and cap 

5 343-31 iHJNGU (7) (D) (Ms P Startey) P R WfeUw 5 11 5 .J Osboma 

emerald green, write epaulets ted cap 

6 991.’ UAGK CIRCLE (600) (D) (TBoitafci&W Brawn) NHatowson 8 11 5 -.MWUamaan 

yetow. brown stoves: yeUotvpn * eft 

7 MOONDARQA (NZ) (F35Q) (S Eric Parte) Mrs A Penal 5 n 5 .GBratay 

Bghtbhre. white cmx-beBs. red cap 

B 00- RUNNING WATER (283) (D) (H Spooner) P Hedger 5 11 5 -Altafiu Ire 

srmraW green. wfWB chevrons, emoakt ffwi steayes. write cep, anerafcf green star 

9 5 YEOMAN OFTHE GUARD (47) (Ms H Atari) R How 5 fl 5 R Johnson 

yetew. red chermns on body 

V 05 ZLIRS (23) (CSfewvd) JR3tJBn5 11 5 JL Thornton 

grey pe* stars, traoped stoves and star orr cpp 
-10 declared - 

BETTING: 94 Grecian Dart. 3-1 Lanatik, 5-1 Jungfl, 6-1 FoAowTTw Leader, 7-1 AUnsaam, 12-1 
Magic Crete, 50-1 Moondarga, Burning Trite*, 33-1 d)m 
1B87- Emtante 4 n 0 Mr T Darren 9-1 [F Doumen, ft) 7 ran 


FORM GUIDE 

Ahosaan: Odds-on wm n maiden hdte at Rjntwel fsatt) on seasonal debut ftsuiked 
try Copper Coin (3rd))antJ shoiid again beat Tboman Ofthe Guard who was fifth. Was 
more trrpr&ssrve next tone on good ground at Tanfex> 

Grecian Dart: Beaten at Ascot and Cheltenham before a cosy 8-length wfri from My 
Usa Too n lower grade at Windsor (good to ajft). Fvobabfy rnprovrag 
Lawahik: Vfcry pteasng tuning debut at Haydockiaoft) where he led 3t the las be- 
fore wnrrog by 3 lengths from Subtle Influence. WfeWeganled 
Follow Tho Leader Has been consistent since winning a maiden hdte al Gowran in 
September, beaten narrowly in good Leapardstown handicap last time. Imperial Calls 
staUerrnjB 

JungB: Bolted up at odds-on at Uncaewr (soft) on Saturday to tcnher frank me form 
cl his previous third to Hdebound at Newbury (good to soft) 

Itagk: Circle: Karan bumper wfiner n ■B97 and lawr bought tar SODOOgns at Don- 
caster. Probable second string behind Grecian Dart 
Moon Cargo: New Zealand-bred son ot Tbudwtg Wood. Interesting newcomer 
Running Water: Won Hintingdon Wf Rat race last season before a good second to 
Lord Crt The Fies utder his penalty at Doncaster Down the field in Champion Bumper 
at Cheltenham Festival but was eased when chance had gone. One to keep an eye oi 
Yeoman Ofthe Guard: Promi si ng fltm to Atoosaam on FOntwe* debut but daarty held 
on that 

ZUr* Appeared not qute to get the tnp when seventh loShahnjr at Windsor, but an 
this sharp track coUd go wel If going not too lesttog 

VERDICT) JUNGU may not have beaten very much when landrag the odds at Ut- 
kseter on Saturday, but caJd not have been im Impressive and lent further cro- 
dence to Ns Newbury lorm wton he ftnsried dwd to Hdebawid HUeboiridb stablemai! 
Grecian Dart found an easy opportunity at Windsor and wflh his stable to farm should 
not be ifacoumod. but the main danger in a fasdratng opener is Biety to be LnmMk. 
Charfie Mams charge was wet fenced to make a winning hunting debut at Haydodc 
and justified me confidence with a smooth 3-Jength victory. Alhosaam is more high- 
ly tried ahra- victories at Fbntwel and Taunton. 


11 ml NETWORK DESIGN FEUHAM NOVICE CHASE 
1 »- lu l Grade 1 (A) £35,000 3m Penalty Value £22,715 


Irj Grade 1 (A) £35,000 3m Penalty Value £22,71 5 wOm 

4-lttl EXECUTIVE KING (14) (CD) (G Hubbard] G VUtxud 7 11 7 _AP McCoy 

emsfatf green, wfrte stows, emsaW green and write check cap 

it-nP IRBEE(35)(D) UAKagNsyandPKBart»}FNdidb6n 7 jTkart 

Otack, yefiowrora. UatA stores vm tmlats. yeaawo» 

33rm KING OFSMRTA (14 ) (Mb R T ice} J Portnan 5 11 7 NWBaaasn 

dak green end jefcw sfrlces. ttsli greet stores, qualmdcap 

'S-1F2 U3PD Sf THE RWHI (U) (BF) (BT StnorvEroen) 0 Shawood 5 h 7 J Osborne 

royal Me. ptofr epBiieis. pnk cap 

Oftnu in&TER MOROSE (1«) (BF) (Mn J Mud) N lM$ton-Darin B tl 7 _CU<nrs*yn 

emoato green, Hhito emeraM orsvi Cap, wfua star 

1F321 NBflDEEpi)(GDi)gef)P3«mtomBii 7l LWyr 

msfoat hoop, meroon stoves. grryamifeB, guarterad cap 

3tl-0 SONG OF THE SWORD (Q|(BF) (Lady Uoyd WBbba) JCW5T1 7 G Bradley 

pm* and grey diarandb.pmitesp 

21-hi SPSOTaS)(Urs5C*WVWd}Df^^ -ANtegata 

mrocngnydBeandmUB.quotaedcBp 


BETTING: WSpeodd, 7-2 Hbta Morose, 5-1 Brecathri Wng.T-1 htM^Song Ot The Start, 8-1 

Lonf Of The River, KM Nng Of Sparta. 25-1 Nflrt Dm 

fl97 : Rddhg The 6 it 2 M A RtzgeMd M (N ftodoreon) 6 W 

FORM GUIDE 

ExMUIhre King: Progressive ywxig serf who was wel placed to win at Martel Rasoi 
here and at Newbury before stepped up to Grade 2 at LtogfWd 0m. soft) whore ha 
won by 17 lengths from Lord Of The River (gate 4fc) who lost his chance wnh an error 
at the second last fence Rased again In class But in fine form 
Irbee: Smart pewter who converted wel to regulation toncee with whs at Wforoes le r 
and Chepstow itosurtad by strong pace h Red Marauderii race at Ascot last time and 
was ptAed up. wa Be sutpd by bp end any gwa ii the grand 

King Ot Sparta: Taf^weher who beraftad from Meter Morose’s poor performance 



A class apart: Imperial Can is the form horse for today’s King George VI Chase and his bold fencing should stretch his rivals 


Rui VieiraJPA 


pearance, he then won a three- 
runner Rehearsal Chase, but 
made a couple of mistakes in 
the process. 

This, perhaps, is the key to 
today’s race. Greys may have 
a good record in the King 
George, but winning the race is 
not so much a matter of colour 
as of style. Bold front-runners 
can be very difficult to reel in 
around Kempton's flat three 


miles, and as luck would have 
it, there is just such a horse in 
today’s field. Not only that, he 
will start at a very bacbable 
price. 

IMPERIAL CALL (nap 
220) has given every indication 
this season of having redis- 
covered the form which carried 
him to a Cheltenham Gold Cup 
less than three years ago, and 
if See More Business attempts 


to match him jump for jump at 
the head of the field, his fenc- 
ing will be subjected to the 
sort of examination which it 
rarely promises to pass. Impe- 
rial Call is the form horse of toe 
race, running on a track which 
should suit him ideally, and toe 
only mystery is how on earth he 
can be available at around 4-1 
this morning. 

The second Grade One 


event on toe card, toe Feltoam 
Novices' Chase, is rather less 
tractable, with, at least ax of the 
eight runners holding perfect- 
ly credible claims on their best 
form. Executive King (1.10) is 
perhaps toe value option, but 
there are better bets else- 
where. 

Junglf (12.40), for Instance, 
has every chance of upsetting 
Lawahik and Grecian Dart in 


toe opening novices* hurdle, 
while his stablemate Road 
Racer (next best L45) is an- 
other worthwhile alternative 
to a hot favourite - Toitchev tois 
tone - in the handicap hurdle. 
Road Racer ran very wen until 
two flights out on his reap- 
pearance in the William Hfll 
Wanrh>gp Hurdle earlier this 
month, and on his previous 
start was second in a Grade 


Two race over today’s course 
and distance. 

Dines will be a short price for 
the remaining televised event 
from Kempton, but there is a 
bonus for viewers in the shape 
of the Denny Gold Medal 
Novices’ Chase from Leopard- 
stown. Promalee, one of Ireland 
best novices, will attempt to win 
for the fourth time in as many 
completed starts. 


at Chelmihani last tkna but even so ran era ganeiy to win by hail a length from Sco- 
ha Nostra. On a five-tnw but faces fades task to data 

Lord Ot Tho Rtvar. Jfctake and stumbled 2 fences out whan a couple or so tengttti 
bflhmd Exacutrw King a( UngfWcL Has 4fc pul and shoiid be suited by fop and gang 
Mister Moron*: Had off-day at Chalteffoam test time when not parficuforiy fancied 
despite short pnea Much batter fifoged on his chasing debut at Ch e terfi am where 
he qaeksned we* to tea sifesequerd scorers Dines and Deaen Mountara 
NBd Pm: N orthern raider well regarded by his shrewd trainer knptwed a for on his 
chasng debut at . Market Rasen (form worked out wel) when beating Founciy Lane 
at VtMherby 

Song Of liw Sword: Made naming but made errors and was headed attar mstaka 
3 out before 22 lengths thfrd of 5 to Spandd (gave 21b) at Cheltenham 
Spend! d: Has won al three sorts (Wstherby and twice at Cheltenham) sines swifch- 
ing to fences tta season and dapooed ot Denymare Mst in cfincal style last dma. 
Soys wel and soft gotog wB sut • 

VERDICT) SPEND ID looks to have a soSd chance thourfi whether the rftarper track 
wd sut him a$ «rel as VUatherby and Cheltenham, where he Iras won ha chases to 
data o one of the ragredents to help make tho an intrigiAig carries behwen the youig 
stayrag novices. Erwcudve King has been the etar ofthe Hubbard stable the season 
and could again taka a lot of beatng write Mister Moron was runourad to hare 
been wortong poorly at home prior to fes Cheltenham run a tortrt^Tt ago. 


(TAql PERTEMPS CITY NETWORK HANDICAP HUR- 
1 DUE (B) £10,000 2m Penalty Value £6,853 


I DUE (B) £1 0,000 2m Penalty Value £6,853 KM 

I /n-21 THTTCHEV (15) (D) (The Uara Roto Partnerdw) D Nchcteon 5 11 1) AMagcn 

md and yeBa* strip&s. halved sfeevea. yefow cap 

Z atflOO DANEGOLD (29) (D) (CioJar Dtstrtourarc Ltd) M Chmnan 6 H 0 □ Byrne 

nhae. royal dSc and stoeves. write armlets. tgH blue and uttia hooped cap 

3 4304-2 SERBAtSfUSA) (21)(CD)(WS.l*sERd*rs)NHenderaor5Tia — MAFtogtflrid 

evar^ra black epaulets, black and orange stnpadsleana, Mack cap. orange star 

4 21-312 DECOWAGE (28) (D) (jFDs*i) C Egort^i fi TT 8 NWnknwm 

cte* fata. Bpw Bbeiaiw-bBte./ghrbbe and whtetfjatond cap 

5 120301 K1WCSCASH (F1BJ (0 R Janes) P Bmwn S 71 5.._ CUnreflyn 

wf»». biacfc smpft black cap 

6 1M2-0 ROAD RACER (21) (pD) (Mrs A West) P H Webber 5 11 5 -JOstxme 

pM and pwplefquanBfedl. purple abavBs.whte cap. mane spots 

7 trO RUNAWAY RENEGADE (6Q (D) (Ussefei Fanro) R Hfetey (H) 4 11 4 A P McCoy 


FORM GUIDE 

Challenger Du Luc Beaten 2 lengtos by See Mara Business n 'as: year s race (void 
not go pastL but on the sfide since: D isa ^cnting 25 tensthsAth in Murphy's GcaQq 
and 13 lengths 7th ot fo to Direct Route at Sundown (2m ch. good; atest sta-to 
Coo me HiU: 1996 Hennessy Gdd Cup w met Sul barrg problems s r.=e am &st 
wn smee Feb "97 when beatng Sarnies 2 lengths at Ascot Cm ch soft) si Octobe r 
Led aarty but putedito 4 out n Hennessy at Newtrury las: morth and a fancy 

Esc a rtefigme: Lasting hcmeHramed Staying nance last season, fcrshir-5 2nd in Sun 
Alliance Chase. Pron^ig 5 lengths 2nd to Suny Bay al Haydocfc las: mccSi. Butbetmv- 
fom last of 3 to See Mora Business at Chepstow 12m heap ch. goed) latesL Scme- 
fimes looks less than hearty battler and has sum ethir g a find m ths top ieral 
Imperial Call: 1996 Gold Cup winner, back to te besrihis season wih wn» at Lmv 
enck. Naas and Punchesfown, beatrag Dorans Pride V.'; lengtos las tons I2m4f ch 
heavy). Fronl-fimner and often spectacular jumper who w3 want plenr/ of beaang 
MuIBgan: Hancficapped by erratic jumpng since fine revise career and back to hur- 
rfing last backend Promrsmg 36 lengths Bth of 13 to Ncnherr. Sto.-t=to r. Trptepnnt 
Gold Cup (eased after faded 5 out), but trapreven over ths trip and eSffcuft to assess 
See Mora Business: Last years 2-length winner from ChaL-enger Du Luc Later car- 
ried out fa Gold Cup tut back to form at Chepstow latest i3m heap ch gccdL t^g Don 
Semouai a length Makes mistakes but a figtner who nfl ce a tough nut a crack agan 
Simply Dashing: Wind problems vice very Li umang Ascot win in Autum 97. but 
fast-firifehing length 2nd to Cyfor Malta ra Muphys Grid Cup iSmcf) and st a ying on 
V- length nraner-up to Northern Starlght at Cheltenham (2m5t heap Ch good to soft) 
latest Shoiid be ant ed by this course and by no means out of it 
Super TbeUcs: Goes perticularty we* here: winnvig Racing Pest Chase las: February 
from Land Alas Back to best when beatrag Bertone at VWncanton (2m5f heap ch goad) 
but deapportrg n two starts since and Italy to sniggle in toa dess 
Teeton Mm: Former top huiter-chase Wel wwghted when career-best effort when 
fare*® Hemessy Gold Cup (Newbury 3m2f heap ch good to soft) fast month, lead- 
ing 3 out to beat Eudpe 15 lengths Sdl on the upgrade, but plenty to find in this grade 


LEOPARDSTOWN 


W A ril DENNY GOLD MEDAL NOVICE CHASE (Grade fSEI 
1) £40,000 added 2m If Penalty Value £26,000 Ml 

1 ZZCtt U\CK&S DREAM (14) (Sport Tfadng CU)I W MAra Gnu DJ Casey 

2 ClFtt PROUAL£E(Z7)(VksAUDaVMssFIICnMley6l1 11 R Walsh 

5 242KS AMBBtLBGH HOUSE (21) (C) (0) (M^ALDtaQ MHouiganE 11 6 G Cotter 

4 366641 BAHAO (18) (D) JofiBon) G StackT .IMS — ^ JMC»h 

E 2I-F3J FEATTSS3 LEADS! (27) (BF)'(M DOOonno)AL MooraB 11 B\ TPTteacy 

6 3-3232 FINNEGAN'S HOLLOW (230) (C) |J P Mchfarus) A P OBnen 6 11 6 JFTifley 

7 13S3C1 LAKtURN(3S)(MsBBpre)PHuges&116 ill Maguire 

5 2-70FZ NATIVE ESTATES (41) (C) (Ms B M MdCmay) N Meade 6 tl 6 PCmbeny 

9 22nC HG SONG (5S) (Q (BF) (D Ubyri] M Moms She JR Barry 

- 9 de clar ed - 

BETTING: 52 His Sang, 7-2 Promalee, A-1 laotum, 5-1 Feathered Uwdor, 7-1 Native Estates, 
12-1 Mkko'f Drum. Hnnegant HoBta 20-1 others 
S97 Darters 7 Tl 6 K P Geute &3 (N Meade) 9 ran 


VERDICT) With Super Tactics My to ease the burden of paoem a Kfog. IMPERIAL 
CALL has the opportiray to underfine ho nsum to the top flight He ran a high-class 
Arid ragged over 2m4f at Punchestown md he bold Mnpiig could induce errors from 
main rival See Mora Business, whie runrmg the finish out ot amply Dashing, n waiid 
be toateh to underastmato Teeton UP, but It is a gsart leap from tost 5b n the Hen- 
nessy to the top level 


royal ttre witf yetem debdo, yotew states and cap 

8 WF-30 SHAHHUR (USA) (21) (CD) (E Ktarai) G L Him 5 71 3 M Batchelor (5) 

emerald green end prey dtanramfe emerald green shews 

9 -0061 KING OF THIEVES (IQ (P) (J D I Bel) C Mm B O It -DGuBegher 

emerald yeen. befoe epadefi and armfets 

» PG& CLASSIC EAGLE (48) (D) (CJaEGi: Bkradstocfc) Mrs D ffono 5 1) h .GBradtey 

purple, whtosaah and stmon cap 

it 43- Cl NEAT FEAT (23) (D) (Food Bites Luq D Bswonh 7 1) 7 -.Jtlhorwon 

brrmi and wmivortead). brown stamms. wbte cap 

n 044(H) BALLADUR (USA) (BS) (D) (BF) (TVtoS snd Leo) Mrs J Rtmen 5 tQ 2 RJoiraon 

emerald green red stripe, ysBowsteews, redcap 

- 12 dufered - 

BETTING: 7-4 Tiutchev, 5-1 Decoupage, 11-2 Seranua, 7-1 Road Ratax, 12-1 Neat Feat, Runaway 
Renegade. 14-1 Knoeacaeh. IM King 01 Ttavn, 20-1 Ctasdc Eagle. Shahnu: 25-1 BaUxInr. 
40-1 Danegofd 

G97: Serena 4 B 12 M A Ftogeraid Tf-4 jt lav (N Henderson) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Tiutchev. FoBowed most encouregng Newbury reappearance with a very easy vic- 
tory over Sfr Tatoot at Cheftenham 

Danegokt: Has run a carafe c4 stfokere on ground loo salt tor him since ratling up 
an early season hattridt Looks too high ii the weights and gontd Bely to be ad- 


9 cel NETWORK PERSONNEL NOVICE CHASE WSKM 
(CLASS B) £10.000 2m Penalty Value £6,710 ABU 

1 -2TC1 DUES (21) (CO) (T ChappeVT CUrylD NchoO) P Mdmfe 6 n 8 A P McCoy 

purple and wfue (fiamonds. write staves purple amdats and star on white cap 

2 4ffiO DISTANT ECHO (7) (OJ (M PcRfam] P NcUb 6 If 4 JTiZBird 

rati write six striped staves, wftw cap 

3 0262/ EAGLES REST (689) (D) (Lady Uoyd Mtober) N Henderev 7 h 0 MARzgersW 

pkik and gray cBamonds. pink cap 

4 14064- RVING EAGLE (FTP) (p)(T F MoycocH R Simpsen 7 it 0 — --AThorrtgn 

md. vMtoepariea. write sfeevra red seams 

5 132-34 SOLOMAN (K) (D) (R F BoQ J Gffad 5 11 0 -NWHmsotl 

j*^bto*ftoo(Kyetew steam back seams 
-Sdadarad- 

BETT1NG: 1-2 Dtnee, 4-1 Distant Erin, 8-1 Sotoman, 10-1 Eagles Rest, 20-1 Flying Eagle 
B97: Kadasnri 7 11 fi A Thcmton 9-4 (R Dridnl 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Dine* Proved fwnsafi among top novices when maktog al to best Dawn Leader iy. 
JengttB at Sandown (2m nw ch. good) Game and mostly jimps welThe one to beat 


FORM GUIDE 

Ucto'aihum:FDl(Med2DJengfowfao«lbrdlidThurtBS0n2(heavy)wflhsinlarsuo- 
cess over prerauswnrerWaB at Navan^nfil heavy) Shorter trip a wony 
Promalee: Stanped hmss# Isadfag novice dner «lti wins at UstowL ffeas and Faayhouse 
Bint good to softy basing Frachapel King (rec dto) comfortabb 3 tengtfts on latest start. 
Good jimper who should not be boVwed by ctap h trp 

Ambertetgh House: Hae nd pro^eesed tram wii o«r Lady Daisy at Gowran Parti snd tool® 
held by Hs Song on ftnctwsttm rnnnng behnd Guttendga 

Bahaa On toe itopada but taking a big step ip n class aftet led bsL beat Lnii Joy V/r 
lengtos at Ctonmel pnlf nor ch sofft Phrty to find 

Faadrared Leadan Backed to reverse 71 lengths Naas defeat on 3b worse terms al Fwy- 

house (2m4t good to seft), but only 4 lengths 4th riter nutates, Shorter frfo agalna fan 

finnegan* Hotow: Pramiro »i novice chases ted Atfumn (O lengtoa 3rd to Bavarri Jet a 

Cork, an wjK) bulqukMy returned to tisdea DSfaft to assess after iay-cll 

Lantunc hpiming fas: and impressive 20tangth winr from Notoomptaaingfaji N Naapnot 

soft} after neck defeat by Piemabe (gave 7t>) over 2m cn same course 

NaBw Estafea: Encous^ng crises debut whan t*i 6 lengths by Rta HI at Navan pm« nov 

ch soft). Trp *aM nil but held bj Latum torougn Notoomplaafogbut 

His Sarg: tosh Champnn Hwcte aid fast term and easy wfiwr of fast two racee owr farces. 

Out of sorts when bln d*hd by Gutteridge al ftrachestown (2m4t nov di heavy) tael 


VEHDfCTrWrth the questton m»k oubt Hfa Song after Pmcheetowtin may pay to sWewah 
PROMALEE. who appeared to haw something n reserve d Faryhosa md iriQht just haw 
toe edge on Lantum, who ctxJd fired toe top on the atwp sida 


DOUBLE ENGAGEMENTS 


The following horses are doubly declared. They wiU take up their sec- 
ond preference only if the first is abandoned: 


SeranuK Beaten 2 lengtos by Rofer Prospect in the wkfitoteWBam H Hmte al Sandown 
where Shahrw and Ftoad Racer were eighth and tenth Statte «i form and Baaly to rui 
wel agart Won ttte race last year 

Decoupage: Beaten 5 lengths by Wahtoa Sand3 at Newbury fast time when Execu- 
tive Decision wae eighth Prevuualy n front of Kinneeeash end Danegrid when fourth 
to Gray Shot at Chelterfoam. Holds hfe form and ccurse should sut 
KbuMsceah: Consistent sort who won by 4 lengths frim Cariker at Antree last time. 
A teadtog contender on teat form 

Road Racer: Ren with promise on Sandown reappearance and had Shahrur (gave 
7to) 5 lengths back m fourth when second to Buddy Marvel here in February. Suited 
by track and acts on soft 

Rwrawsy Renegade: UghUy-racedwaminfl huder who has been h&ty tried but was 
encetem fifth ol 15 to Fatarabad at Pmchestown In Aprf 
ShWiniR le suffemg from oceleiTt campaign last season but caid not be rated out 
if recapturing form 

King Of Thteve* in good farm and beat fluancy (rec ftb) at Fbntwel eater this morth. 


ant Echo: toiproved to beat Refcandar a Oiepsiow (2m. good to soft) at Chop- 
stow fast month but irmuitsd by soft when ctoapprinting 21 lengths 3rd of 6 lo Mp- 
per Rood a Uttnxeter (2m rrav ch) fast week Probably open to improvement 
Eatfes Reec ftraiper wtoner and smart novice hufoter 2 seasons aga Buit tor chas- 
hg and from kt-torm yard with strong novice hand. Leading contender despite lay-oH 
Flying Eagle: Useful 2m handeep hudar fast term but murii improved on Flat hs 
year, winning 6 times Vet to race over fences but yard has term toe with Upper Reed 
Sotoman: Tbwceeter novice hurtle winer fast term making chasaigdaMt after proms- 
Ing efforts over thfoer this term. Looks the pan and from yard with good form toes 
VERDICT DINES looked less then me firfehad article when soaring In e very strong 
field at Sandown but he lacks nothing in couage and hs experience could be teing 
factor. Both Eagfes Rest and Soloman promise to make the* marit over fences, but 
this is a tough couse for newcomers. 


Classic Eagle: Driven out a Huntngdon to wto by a head from Tariveef (rec 281b) 
and though raised in eiase net wtoout a chance 

Neat Feat In good form this season and was ready 6 lengths wimer from Nazir (rec 
Mlb) a Wfocaiton last time Hrid-tp horse who looks best of the bottom weights 
Ba U ed t m Behind Neat Feat on Wncanfcin reappearance Nor an obvious contender 
VERDICT: Tiutchev wen unextended a Chettmham fast time but this is a far tougher 
proposition, a waly different causa and ones wary of probable short-priced fawwtws 
to ha handcap hurries. ROAD RACER b the one to cafch the eye. Ths sort ol course 
Suts fam artremety wel. and he ran wel tor a tong way on his Sandown debut when 
fast year's wimer of tte race, Seramis, was second Decoupage has sold claims tar 
each-way support. 


PERTEMPS KING GEORGE VI CHASE (Grade 
1) (A) £100,000 3m Penalty VaJus £64,360 


1 4CF-40 CHALLENGE EXJ LDC (FFI) (21) (0) ID AJcfrsai) U Pb« 611 to A P McCoy 3 

royal M* emerald groan sleem.whte cap, amnUgnen spots 

2 /3P-1P COCWE Hfll (28) (DHUsJDenr^W Denis 9ht) J Osborne 

dak blue, wmsaoss-bete, write cap, darkb/ueoar 

3 2l-«3 ESCAfTTERGIC (FTfl (21) (□) (Damn C Mena) □ I’fchefccn BUD R Johnson 

black, write hoops, black steam, wrife spots 

* M2H BfiPQSAL GALL (ZC)(Q)(ljs&ebn Fairs) RHuhey (M) 311 T) KAFtagankl 

royalblue and yeSdwtS6bok},yatew staves and cup 

5 81434) MULLIGAN f14) (Q (LaJy Harris! DHchcfconBTI D AMaguta 

maurearri jreftw check yotew Haems 

5 TIG-41 SiE MORE BUSHSS (21) (CD) p Barber $ J Kei^Wfl P MchoBs 8 11 *D — J Tbzanf 

cfarirgrafln. write efraron, ^ yaan sheee&dark green aid whtechtek cap 

7 62-322 SBnyDASHMGfl^ (SHarnmid) TEasatyTirn._ J-WyerV 

red write saHr. emarakl groan steams, write airtets: emerald green cap 

6 21-S SUPER TACTKS (35) (CD) (H V Fory) RNner 10 tl X) JL Thornton 

ffW goU sash and ermlas. gold end write hooped cap 

9 <21-11 TEETON IIIU. (28) (D) (TtBtWnngLne) Mss VWBamG 911 B JIWteHMOn 

write Ofac* seams, uriwandyetew tehee Hemes. yeBtr* cap 
-Stteobred- 

SEnnG: S-2SM Hon Buafoeaa, 11-4 teeton HO, InpetMCafl, 5-1 Staply DasNng, im 
E sortettguo, 14-1 Cbtlanger Du Luc. 16-1 Soper Unties, 25-1 Crane HU, 33-1 UuBgen 
1997 See Mora Business 7 n TOAThomono-i (P Nctofe) e ran 


q oe| PERTEMPS CATERING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 
£10,000 added 3m 110yds Penalty Value £6,840 
t -nreo DAHAYDAN (IS) (DA Johnson] UPpeCnt)... -A P McCoy 

2 1-im PAPO KHARSSMA (21) (TfB Hedonri^ P Hobbs 8 1) t) . ,.2ni Preference 

3 3060- NOirS FU/TTBl (F7B) (VM M Fsny) D Bswariti 9 10 9 — -.GBradiey 

4 F1P-33 MBDDY UAH) (71) (BF) IR J Parishf N Handaratn 6 1) 8 ^-MAFiliperakl 

5 /BOO SULAWESI (to) (qgjoaeprtl NTwsrnOawQS 5 00 CUeareOyn 

6 00-US BEMVUOT{33)(CD)(RIMnchesfe i &£on) DGrkselano NWIItamsm 

7 3m P- MAJOR'S LAW(F25)(MsiJIWcrt)RSnp5Cn 9 100 Mr J Owen (7) 

-7dednd- 

AflwnMW wef gftc lOat. Tnw flendtaap magbt Ba My Mat 9a 13b. Maprti Law te T38». 

BETTINft 2-1 Papo Khartana, 52 Maody Maid. 5-1 Be My Mot 7-1 SubwasL 6-1 Nor’s Rutter; 

10-1 Dnydn, 25-1 Halorti Law 

S9T htafe Dening 7 to 3 C Liswelyn 8-1 (N TatstorvOeviesl 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

DaraydamTI i pe fa r m winner fast term but looted non-«ayer whan btntfetance top 
4th in this race fast ysar Fatted before last when 22 tengfos Tlh of n to Br»ra Tbma- 
da at Qwtteitoam (3m heap hese. good to sott) lest time 
Ffapo Khateow improving every outing and led tMtore teat to bt Ibby Brown i 'a tengtos 
with Melody Maid 3 lengths farther away 3rd at Sandown (2m6t heap hdte good) lat- 
esL Opart ID more improwmenL LWy logo to Wincanfon 235 
Ivor'A nutter Tricky customer but us&U on his day- with wns at Windsar and Ascot 
fast term LooSvod a^OSfid on this mark when 7 lengths 3rd to Buckhouae Boy at Wn- 
canton 12 months sga and ran moderately tetarwards 

Malady Mafth Improved thfa tomi with 3rd to Lady Rebecca at Cheltenham and 4 
lenflttto 3rd Pepo Khafema a Sandown gm Bf heap hdte. good) Ctoeety wei ghtod 
with Papo Kharsmft. but Beefy to tfo hatter under more patient ride 
Sulawesi: Narrow winner tram Coh Shoi Noh over C/D from 4b higher fast month but 
ailed whan toted oft flth of mo Papo Kharisma al Sendown (0m6f heap fate good) 
latest and not one to mat 

Be My Mot Had Subwaat 2 fangtha back 3rd when winning over CfD si Nov. but 9b 
worse off now. Looks exposed after 2nd to Dashing Doflar at Windsor (2m6l good) 
Major's Law. Whner al Bangor. Stratford and LecesW fast term (fates by 20 lengths 
from 21 b lower} Fh from AW Flat, but plenty to do from 'Bb our of wcajits 


Aovasaksa 
Balmoral Princess 
Boot’s Mate 
Cara col 
Ediptic Moon 
Gay Galant 
Hofdimcfose 
Home Counties 
Ivor's Flutter 
Kind Prince 
Melody Maid 
Miss Pennyhin 
Monlcasman 
Papo Kharisma 
Quango 
Sillers Stalker 
Solo Gent 
Straff an Gold 
Super Ritchart 
The Ned 
Total Joy 


First preference Second preference 


Newton Abbot 400 
Market Rasen 1230 
Hereford 340 
Market Rasen 135 
Market Rasen 305 
Market Rasen TOO 
Newton Abbot 330 
Ayr 340 
Kempton 325 
Wether by 1245 
Kempton 325 
Hereford 130 
Market Rasen 235 
Wirtcanton 235 
Newton Abbot 120 

SedgefieJd 200 

Market Rasen 235 
WBlherby 1245 
Hereford 130 
Market Rasen 100 
Newlon Abbot 330 


Wncanton335 
Hereford 1255 
Huntingdon 330 
Hereford 240 
Wstherby 115 
Huntingdon 300 
Hereford 3.10 
Market Rasen 135 
Wirtcanton 235 
hkarSngdon 200 
Wincanton 235 
Huntingdon 130 
Hereford 130 
Kempton 325 

Huntingdon 300 
Market Rasen 235 
Huntingdon 230 
Huntingdon 300 
Newton Abbot 330 
Huntingdon 100 

Huntingdon 130 


Newton 
Abbot off 


VERDICT WSh Ffe>o KJwrtarnateeiytQ head tor Wincanton. the way could be open 
for HELDDY MAID to gat back on the winrwig tral She appeared to gem tram far 
too soon a Sandown. but looks capable of wiring off Ihs mark. A stowty-nra race 
rright let D ma yd w rate the effete-up. but the major threat could be Ivor's Flutter, 
who runs wd fiere on the Flat and is the sort to go wH fresh. 


newton ABBOT, one ofthe 10 
Boxing Day meetings sched- 
uled for today, has fallen victim 
to the weather. 

Officials at the Devon course 
inspected the track yesterday 
morning and decided that rac- 
ing today would not be possible. 

The clerk of the course, 
Michael Tricbey, said: ■'The 
course is waterlogged and 
there is more rain forecast. 
It's a real shame as we had a 
good card - and this is the 
fourth year in succession that 
this has happened/’ 
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Saturday 26 December 1998 


Teeton on brink of 
leap to the top 

The former top jump jockey B99 
Steve Smith Eccles analyses 
today’s King George VI Chase 


RACING/23 


Challenger Du Luc: Car- 
ries the hopes of Martin 
Pipe’s powerful yard in the 
absence of stable-compan- 
ion Cyfor Malta. This quirky 
character was second Lo See 
More Business last year and 
will be well suited by this tight 
three miles - especially if he 
is ridden up with the pace. 

Cooxne HHb Gave his jockey 
Jamie Osborne, a fairytale 
comeback win at Ascot - but 
I cannot see this sure-footed 
jumper matching strides with 
the market leaders when the 
race gets serious. 

Escartefigue: Hard to fancy 
now that Adrian Maguire has 
abandoned him in favour of 
his stable companion Mulli- 
gan. 

Imperial Call: The 1996 Gold 
Cup winner has been plagued 
with problems but has been 
rejuvenated by his new train- 
er; Raymond Hurley. Mick 
Fitzgerald has landed a plum 
ride and should be in the 
first three. 

Mulligan: Formerly a high- 
class two-milec Mulligan lost 
bis way last term but ran a 
cracker in the TYipleprint 
Gold Cup last time. That form 
could be better than many 
give it credit for and he could 
run the race of his life. 

See More Business: His con- 
nections have been praying 
for rain and it could be a case 
of divine intervention. How- 
ever. last year’s winner may 
need more than the ground in 
his favour as he attempts to 


KEMPTON 

12.40: The former French 
middle-distance Flat per- 
former LAWAHIK faces no 
easy task conceding 51b to 
the year-older Uttoxeter 
scorer Jungli, but he landed 
a touch in such convincing 
style on his hurdles debut at 
Hay dock that he is likely to be 
worth following. 

iUUU 

1.10: The powerful EXECU- 
TIVE KING is finding his 
feet over fences and scarce- 
ly put a foot wrong when 
romping clear of a useful 
field at Lingfield. Geoff Hub- 
bard’s front-runner has an 
ideal partner in Tony McCoy 
and the pair could expose 
the flaws revealed in Spen- 
did’s jumping at Chel- 


emulate former back-to-back 
King George winners Desert 
Orchid, The Fellow and One 
Man. 

Simply Dashing: Ran an- 
other cracker when the head- 
gear was fitted for the 
Tripleprint Gold Cup. The 
bridesmaid in two big chases 
this season but will be well 
suited by this longer trip and 
has to be respected. 

Super Tactics: His jockey, 
Andrew Thornton, who won 
this race on See More Busi- 
ness last year, thinks the 
world of this fellow, who is a 
sure-footed jumper. However 
age is not on his side and 
younger rivals will leave him 
tapped for toe. 

Teeton MiU: Greys have a 
fine record in this race and 
this progressive nine-year- 
old should take the step up 
from handicap company in his 
huge stride. Venetia Williams 
will be responsible for the 
training performance of the 
year if the former point-to- 
pointer succeeds. 


Conclusion: The favourite. 
See More Business, has dis- 
appointed me and does not 
look up to the task, even if the 
ground comes up soft TEE- 
TON MILL pulverised the 
opposition in the Hennessy 
Gold Cup to win by 15 lengths 
and looks a much safer 
proposition. I expect Simply 
Dashing and the Irish chal- 
lenger, Imperial Call, to be 
snapping at his heels all the 
way to the line. 


HYPERION’S 
TV TIPS 


LOJ 

1.45: Tiutchev has been 
dealt a hefty Hlb rise for his 
effortless Cheltenham win 
and is not one to take short 
odds about There could be 
better value in DEC DU- 
PAGE, who maintained his 
progress with an improved 
second to Wahiba Sands at 
Newbury and has seen that 
form boosted by Lady 
Rebecca's easy Cheltenham 
success. This tighter course 
?toobs just what he needs. 


Jtooksju 

tfcn 


2.20: IMPERIAL CALL 
shewed himself a dass act by 
completing a Naas/Punch - 
estown double over distances 
well short of his best But it 
was in narrowly failing to 
concede 281b to the smart 


Anabatic over 3m at Cork 
that the 1996 Cheltenham 
Gold Cup winner confirmed 
his return to the top bracket 
He is a fine sight in full flow 
and capable of taking lengths 
out of the erratic See More 
Business over the demand- 
ing back-straigbt fences. 
Teeton Mill is the unknown 
quantity, but this is a new 
ball game for the Hennessy 
Gold Cup winner who could 
easily be rushed out of his 
usual steady early stride. 

□CO 

2.55: Josh Gifford recently 
described SOLOMAN as his 
“new Deep Sensation". Let’s 
hope the Findon handler is 
still singing this handsome 
prospect’s praises after this 
tough chasing debut Gifford 
should know where be 
stands after Kurakka’s win at 
Ascot on Saturday. 

LEOPARDSTOWN 
2.40: The Irish should have a 
fair guide to their Chel- 
tenham novice chase 
prospects after the cream of 
their crop have pitted their 
talents here. His Song, Pro- 
malee and Feathered Lea- 
der all look exciting, but 
LANTURN turned in an 
exhilarating round of jumping 
to score at Naas and is prob- 
ably improving faster than 
his leading rivals. Pat Hugh- 
es is convinced he has a Fes- 
tival candidate on his hands. 



i In batting: 1 


Starling-prices: 


1-2 W H 0-1 W M »1 TT-4 B-13 TO-1 


Prttftt or to £1 stake: FavourttBS *0.78 Second Favourites -C&2S 

Percentage o« winners placed 1st, 2nd or 3i«Mn tot neat 70% 

Shortest-priced winner: Desert Ctatid (1968) 1-2 


Langast-prteed winner: Ajgen flB94) KH 

Top trainers: F Doumen - The Fellow («B1 4 1*3. Algan (1994) 

□ Bsworui - Desert Orctdrf (198a. 1989 & i«Q) 

Top jockey H Dunwoody - D esert Orchid QSflfl 4 saat One Man P895 & 1996) 


Kempton 1.45 


C H L S T 


Kempton 2.20 

C H L S T 


fti— yltump* n-1 PI 0-1 w W 
King « Items W WJ MJMJW 



Esd> a m « «**. pk® i. 2 . 3 

CCad H VOm Ift L UdM« S Start * T 


New career beckons for Cigar 


THE SECOND most famous 
cigar in America, the race- 
horse of that name, could soon 
be back on the track, but not to 
race. 

The highest-earning thor- 
oughbred of all time proved to 
be infertile when he retired 
from racing to the Ashford Stud 
in Kentucky last year. Howev- 
er, his owner, Allen Paulson, is 
now close to an agreement 
with the insurers holding 
Cigar's $25m fertility policy 
that may release him to Paul- 
son's care. 

Despite his inability to sire 
any offspring, let alone one 
that could come within a furlong 
of matching his own ability. 
Cigar, winner of the 1995 Breed- 
ers’ Cup Classic and 1990 Dubai 
World Cup. remains a favourite 
with his owner and with the 
American public. 


His rehabilitation would in- 
volve spending a restful re- 
tirement from both course and 
covering shed at his owner's 
Brookside Farm in Kentucky. 
Cigar could, however, embark 
on the celebrity circuit, making 
guest appearances at race- 
tracks across the United 
States. 

“Every race trade I go to peo- 
ple ask me when we’re going to 
get Cigar back," Paulson said. 
“We've got some big paddocks 
waiting for him." 

Cigar would also spend part 
of the year at the Kentucky 
Horse Park - a rest home for 
celebrity racehorses - along- 
side Forego and John Hemy, 
both track champions but both 
denied a career at stud by the 
surgeon's scalpel before their 
ability was recognised. 

Hong Kong, meanwhile, 


could soon be used as a model 
for racing in Mongolia. The 
President of the province, Nat- 
sagirn Bagabandi, recently led 
a 90-strong delegation to Sha 
Tin racecourse, where he 
toured the grandstands and 
stables and watched the hors- 
es working. 

Mongol horses were the 
foundation of racing fa Hong 
Kong. At home they raced up to 
30 miles in a straight line but 
soon adapted to the demands 
of a conventional circuit 
■ Eddie Callaghan will miss 
the holiday racing programme 
after his injury jinx struck 
again. Hebroke his collar-bone 
- for the second time this sea- 
son -in a schooling accident on 
Wednesday morning and faces 
another spell on the sidelines. 
Callaghan was due to ride at 
Market Rasen today. 





Allen Paulson (right) with Cigar after his 1990 Dubai World Cup win Sporting Life 


Hereford 

HYPERION 

12.25 Forever Noble 12.55 Racing Hawk 1.30 
HIsar 2.05 Selberry 2.40 Distant Storm 3.10 
Stepasideboy 3.40 Rocabee 

GOING: Good " 

■ RigM-hand course with 300yd run-n 

■ Couse a N ol aiy an A49 Hereford station lm. ADMISSION: 
Club 03. Tatters als CXI. Course Enclosure £5 Accompanied 
under- 16s tree al enctosures CAR PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 37-103 N TWbrtoo-Davtos 

22- 103 (214%). P Hobbs M-71 {1&r%l K Bailey 12-68 (17£\>i 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy -SMOG (302*10). C LiewoHyn 

23- 99 (232%|. C Maude ri-43 (256%). R Dunwoody il-U (25%). 
m FAVOURITES: 206 wins n 522 races (396%) 

BUNKERED FR5T TIME: Arctic Fusfior rtL2S Stetoy Verdure (240) 


ho pel GOOSE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3.500 added 2m 3t 110yds 

1 20-1P2 FOREVER NOBLE (14) 0 Sheraood 5 n 5 _ J A UcConhy 

2 S3-C HOUME DEFER (82) ID) (BF) KBatey6 n 5 

Ur R Forristal (7) 

3 20354 ARCTIC FUSILIER (22) N TwBtavCbws 7 O C .TJanksB 

4 02 DANDONELL (21) S Gnttiate 4 n C DOTMscoH (7) 

5 0- DASHARAN (378) I Wfars, 5 t) T2 . .R Massey 

6 0- EATON DOVE (266) CJ Pm 5 TOC. . . . L Corcoran (7) 

7 21 GREYCOAT BOY (910) (BF) J Nng 6 O Q .-L Cumins (3) 

6 06 HOGAYE (FTQ (26) J Norite 4 10 E LKarwy 

9 42 MY LEGAL EAGLE (ll)EBevBfl 4 XH2 0Mcttril(5) 

O era- TCUJK (410) Ms J Pitman TiOtt _..D Leahy 

n 400 TOMffTraLE (31) CMPnc* 61012 .Guy Laris (3) 

C 4PUU1- WINTER GAME (209) H DafyS tM2 S Wynne 

13 WORM WATCHER P Fora B DC . — MrU Frtb (7) 

14 CRACKING CRUMPET R Etonerton 7 D7 _R Steftakna (S) 

C 23-3P3 GLACIAL MISSILE (29) P Bowen 5 TO 7 . WMarston 

fc QM6- SELECTIVE ROSE p35)JSmft7d 7 „ VShdwy 

-16 declared - 

BETTING: 7-2 Forever Noble, 9-2 Homme Do Far, 11-2 Arctic FugOh, 
7-1 WlnUr Game, B-1 DandonsU Gtadal Missile, 12-1 Greycoat Boy, My 
Legal Eagle. 14-1 Selective Rose, 16-1 often 


49 cel MINCE PIE SELLING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (G) £2,500 added 3m 2f 

1 4»n RACING HAWK (F132) P Bo*n 6 CO . . ...W Marion B 

2 61BP6 WEATHER WISE (47) (CD) WGM Turner 6 n u . S Wynne 

3 F2FD00 DADDTS POUT (11) B Llewelyn 4 it 3_. . Mbs EJ Jones 

4 0-0001 ICADGARDB1ER (21) RLee4 d Q Ur PCostdto (7) B 

5 G-0P5 COSY RIDE (IQ) N T«wacn-Cft*s 6 07. . TjenksB 

6 (VGP-5 RNBI MULLIGAN (21) NHawte 6104 . JAMcCerttiy 

7 P33231 BALMORAL PRINCESS {IQ D McCai 5 03 2nd Preference 

0 060335 wenfSINCHIEF(9)0VWarT64r:. . Ur R Ftartsal (7) 

9 J&PSO FASTWGOU)(11)RJPnce6lOO Q HePhaa (5) 

V PP-J6P JUST FOR A REASON (59) A Aches 6 ®0 Guy Lewis (3) V 

H 251-6U NEW ROSS (IS) 0 COM 6 O 0 .VSteWy 

C 00-030 SPENCER STALLONE (16) Graeme 5 BO RUsadeyV 

-12 declared - 

Minimum wtsghc 10a True hanficep wwjftts: Just For A Reason (fcr 41b. 
Hew Ross. Spencer Stallone 9s> 7 lb 

BETTING: 1S-8 Racing Hnk. 6-1 Weather Wise. Head Gardener. BaJ- 
morel PrinceGS, 8-1 Weriem CWet, FastM Gold. 12-1 often 

1 on] BOXING DAY NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £6,000 added 2m 3f 

1 PH4H BHRUBCEPHXQI(Z2)(CDtMsaNGeage5 BO -RKresay 

2 2-53P2 HISAR (IB) P RrtchBcls 5 Tl 6 SRn 

3 2T&P BURLINGTON SAM (NZ) (IQ fD) AHotfcs D i0 13 L Harvey 

4 -6C3U CO&EON PENNY (11) DGandcAo 7 012. _ . .S Wynne 

5 6233/2 MONCASMAN pi) G LfcCeui 8 O C - . 2nd Preference 

6 U-IUh SSSINGHinST FUSI (23) (Q RDriinCDn . .VSbRsty 

7 P2M0 MUCROFT REGATTA (49) R Alner 6 0 0... WMartfon 
B 436U1 MEASURED STB> (21) (DJJKng 7 09 . .LCunrtna (3) 

9 40P-P2 ROSSELL ISLAND (21) tes J Rtman 7 0S _ D Leafry 

V 645-34 MISS RBJNVHBJL (14J A Safii 5 03 Guy Lewis p) 

tl 3P-52P HH1D ME MAN (39) B Llewelyn 0 02 OHcPheNP) 

12 3320F3 SUPER RITCHART (86) BPafcig TOO 0 JCAlzpuu (3) 

0 OFQO-P ONE MORE DME (33) JR lilies 8 DO - ,.JPte«r(7) 

-iSdadMad- 

Mwnun MjghL lOst True /wricapeWp/fe- Super RSchan as 136. Orw 
More Dim Ba tab. 

BETTING: 4-1 knftwnce PetSet 9-2 9^hightirel Rysc. 6-1 Hton B-1 Come 
On Iteny; Super Rteftart, 10-1 Hontcaanan, Measwed Step, 12-1 often 


o nel TURKEY NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
- r vg l (CLASS E) £3,500 added 2m If 

1 PFL304 GO BRriANMA (14) F Jorean 5 n O L Coreom (7) 

2 0360 FAIRY KMGHT (11) h3aiey 6n 9 Ur R Fontssal (7) 

3 222 DARIEN pi) R Dsfcn 4 n 7. D Leahy 

4 6230P WALK ON BY (23) J King 4 n 4. . L Cummins (3) 

5 6-5011 SELBERRY (161 (0) E L Jxra-l n 1 JAMcCartiy 

6 0-PQ FORBTRY (10) U Yi%reon 4 0 0 TJenks 

7 330526 ZORBA (79) J OEhea 4 o 9 VSUBeryV 

5 530-00 I RECALL (23) P Hayward 7 0 3 GuyL*ris(3)V 

9 P«r00- MARKET MAYHEM (393) C Jackson BOB -Mbs S Jackson 

O 33>341 HGCTAL OPTION (37) i Sseaicg <07 . .Mbs T Spearing 
11 tCPO- TONGUE-IN-CHEEK (245) D FJiench Davi. 7 D 5 -R Massey 

B 000-5 BN THESOR 06) B Llewellyn 4 H o Mbs EJ Jones 

O SO/PP- VENOOON|371)PS2«wiBD 3 WMwten 

u Q202P- BE IN SPACE (220) Pram 7 1) 2 .S Wynne 

6 iP- 454 ORANGE PLACE (11) E Lbntfyn 7 01 .OMcPhalp) 

fi 566 POKSI SCHOOL (23) M R Ecslev 4 00.. . JtAbpunifJ) 

- 16 declared - 

Ummum wagte KU Two tontbez) n&gK: Poker School flst 130. 
BETTING: 7-4 Seibeny, 9-2 Darien, 6-1 Go Britannia. Zartu, 10-1 Be In 
Specs, 13-1 Fairy Knight Walk On By, Digital Option, 14-1 often 


0~A(\\ HUGHES CATERERS HANDICAP 
l HURDLE (F) £5,000 2m 3f 110yds 

1 6522 IIERSHGINER (22) S Sherwood 511 D _JUIr R Fbrrtatri (7) 

2 041-4 CARACOL (16) (CD) J terfle3 n O 2nd Pntomcc 

3 22rn/ SCOUNDREL (696) (D) A Judas 71 O VSWtey 

4 233423 DSTIOT STORM (28) B Uwfflyn 5 11 9 1_ Corarnm (r) B 

5 F5-CO SHADIANN (29) (CDj (BF) P * 71 7 J A McCarthy 

6 36653 CASTLE SECRET (9) (CO) D Butted 1211 5...D JBwdieB 

7 4fM4 SHIRLEY VENTWE (42) Mss V WSams 5 n 5 - -S Wynne B 

0 32F21P WOODSTOCK WANDB1BI (36) (D)PBo-en6H 4 

W Menton 

9 3441/4 SUPREME MASTER (16) Mss C Jctrsey S 11 4 TJenks 

V 1F2U65 AQUAVTTA (IB) (CDj lis& K Geoga 4 n 2 Rlfansay 

11 0*4 YOUNG RADfCAL (21) JUpsoi 6 OB — D Leahy 

C /00(H) KINO'S CROSS (53) A J Vffisan 9 0 12 LCumnm*(3) 

13 54» SAAH (228) (CO) R BrierT 0 0 GShenUn(5)B 

14 04G5 BAD BBTTRICH 04} G/aowAae? 1)9 S Graham (7) 

O 5546-1 STUDIO THIRTY (11) (CD) R (M<n 6 0 7 (7a) X Aizpun (3) 

t 35G46 MUCBtBStG (10) E Owen Jun 11 9)6 RShefimbne p) 

17 G4-513 LITTLE SERBIA (1?) (CD) PPordS B5 0UcPhafl(5 

O 455633 HIGH LOW (17) (CD) I Jones 10105 Mbs E J Jones 

-18 declared - 

BETTING: 5-1 SN day Ventura, 5-1 UemHgnMK 13-2 Studo Thirty, 7-1 
Dteml Storm, B-1 Shacfionn, Woodstock Wanderer; 1(M Ltttfe Seram, 
T2-1 others 


O h n I PLUM PUDDING NOVICE CHASE 
IU I (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m If 110yds 

1 20U13 SHORE WIRTY( 15) (C) NTmstO> Dasnes 611 G TJenks 

2 651-01 STBfcSneBOY (23) RCurasBne _J Leech 

3 3/3-5F CLAYMORE LAD (33) J King B ID 13 - — - 1 Cummins (3) 

4 0/P0F- COOLEST BY PHAR (285) PFcrttf » Q. OMcPhai (5) 

5 -04U3P COPPER COIL (21) (IQ U Ftman 900. . . L Corcoran (7) 

6 F4/P-0 COLHJN LOCH (22) MS3 E England 9 K) G VStanery 

7 Sfrffl DRUM BATTLE (18) WGM W, 6 U WUareton 

B 3023-2 HIGH W THE CLOUDS (22) H Daly 6 10 13 SWyme 

9 034-32 HOLDfll CLOSE (38) H FrtW 3 W O . . 2nd Preference 

t) 0/PR-fl MILL BAY SAM (11) R Dckn 7DQ KAbpuiup) 

11 Pl/P ROWL TOMMY (18) 0 Shavnod 6 U 13 J A McCarthy 

12 /*42 SPRING SAWT (9) (C) Smon Eaite 9 10 13 . . .G Upton 

13 440P6 W&BURN BOY (22) M Stoppard SCO .. _ D Leahy B 
U FPl G ALSTON ANTICS (ig (8F) h BaJey 5 10 12 Mi R Forrietal (7) 

- 14 dectarwl - 

BETTING: 3-1 Stspeahleboy, 9-2 Shore Party. 5-1 hfigli hi The Clouds, 
Spring SaM. 6-1 HoUlreciou, B-i Alston Antics, 14-1 Qaymora Lad, 
Drum Battle. IB-1 often 


SHEPHERDS MEADOW OPEN NH 
FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1300 2m If 

1 UFFP1- (WAYROSE FLEUR (22^ (D) ABaiey5 n2._ SWyrra 

2 B43 BOOTS MATE (65) J Norite 6 11 0 MbsPJones 

3 DOLES EMPEROR WG U Ttmer4 n 0. . .. J Power (7) 

4 FOREST FWEND AJ Wfccr 4 n D L Cummins (3) 

5 GRANDPA MAURICE R BSk& 4 11 0- GSherihin(5) 

6 4 JAOWRpB)ROEMl41fO - JCAbpuni(3) 

7 0 LAM8RNKMGHT (35) IA*. L Wfcmjcn 5 n 0 

Mark Smith (7) 

6 LOTI ROUGE RAtar 5 n 0 Mr R Forrietal (7) 

6 0 MANiraW (28) P Bown 4 H 0 WMaraton 

V 4- N0KM0VB1 (228) J OUria 4 n 0 D Leahy 

11 2 ROCABS (16) D Nchotaon 4 11 0 R Massey 

12 SECCO J OShea 5 tt 0 LCoreoran (7) 

t) TOP DOLLAR 0 ONei 5 11 0 VShWety 

14 66 TRAVELLING MAN Mss C Jotmsey fi IT 0 TJenks 

C WATTS TTC PONT D Duggan 5 110 - OMcPtaDp) 

« WICKED GAME BLJewelyn 4 HO .... -.Mbs EJ Jones 

17 P AUnJN ROUGE (283) P fist) 4 09 JMMFrth(7) 

-17 declared - 

BETTING: S-4 Rocaboe. 11-2 Greynue Fteti, 13-2 Boot's Mate, 7-1 Jan- 
dor, B-1 Nokknover, IB-1 Llste Rouge, Wicked Game. 25-1 others 


Sedgefield 

HYPERION 

1.00 Mr Mahdlo 1 .30 Queensway 2.00 Anoth- 
er Venture 2.30 Xaipete 3.00 Cathedral Belle 

330 Monis 

GOING: Good. 

■ Left-hand, undulating coursa Easy tenets and tong rurWn on 
chase oxrse of 500yda 

■ Course is YnSEc4 town near junchon of A689 and A177. Bua 
service It cm Stockton Staton |9m) or Durham station (12m). 
ADMISSION: Paddock £8 (OAPa £4); Course £2. CAR PARK: 
Paddock £2, others tree 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Ravatoy 62-343 (255%). G M 
Moore 19-114 (16.7%). J H Johnson 18-169 <113%). B EUson 17- 
117(146%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P Ntvsn 44-171 (257%). G Lae 19-91 
(209%* L Wyar 15-105 («9%; R Supple M-iOO (14%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 216 wtro in 5B1 recas (372%) 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: The Snow Bum 1130). ZacopanI (390). 
Dura no (330L 

'-i nnl RED ONION NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
l,u l E) £3,000 added 3m 3f 110yds 

1 5 M*P BERNtE"S STAR (85) N BycnJI 4 t) C . M Foster 

2 0-PCP BUCKS GALA (11) 0 Lant) 6 0 X! JBuita 

3 PU1/U CASTLE STH^HEN (321) C Gram 7 (1C -J Supple 

4 (6-445 COPPEBN JEWEL (37) J J ITNft 5 V 12 . - —-H McGrath B 

5 SOlPO DOMINDROSS (11) 0 Sn*h6C 12 DBerttay 


6 064/P3 DOWCGALE (37) T kse 0 D 12 ... ._._R Guest B 

7 Pi-033 RJGHTY LEADS) (3(4 L Lingo 6 D C WDoafrig(5) 

B OiflJO LEGBS=ORUM(11)MssSWfcmson4WO. K Johnson 

9 -35F25 MR MAMXD (28) R Mxxtnae 4 10 12 Jfr E Babington (7) 

D D1-E2 BECCAS ROSE (12) F IAjrphy6 107 IJanflnep) 

11 -P5460 DOUBLE BUCK (11) W Kemp 6 n 7 N Honocks (5) 

S 56445 J0W00DY p6) Mra M Rewtey 5 10 7 ...GUe 

G P/DU- LOTMAN UUf (257) MmJ Barr9107 NSmtt 

14 DDC-OO OUR CAROL (12) F IhirtB^l B G 7 _MrDJe«B(7) 

5 60304 SUPRByiE SPICE (11) F MUphy 5 D 7 — T Hogg (7) 

-15 declared - 

BETTING: 3-1 FBgtty Leader 7-2 Jowoodyt M lb MahcBo. 5-1 BaceaH 
Rosa, Damegaie, B-1 Coppaen JeweL 14-1 Supreme Sptee, 56-1 others 

ll on I DURHAM INNS NOVICE CHASE 
1 ‘ JU I (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 5f 

1 220-14 TffiSNOW BURN (31) T-Bte 5 115 JTGueetB 

2 305/P3 JORUI LE FORIGE (10) F Muphy 7 tl 12 I Janflne (7) B 

3 3-P6P3 MADE Of STEEL (9) I Erowson 9 10 12 _J Supple 

4 341-2U QUEENS BRIGADE (12) (EQFVtekn 6 VC — KJohneon 

5 OB-34 QL1E0JSWAY (2B) (C) J Ffcfiwaid 6 Xn2 JBurka 

6 DOP/Ra)HOrPWNCE(B12)IAsJJortten7ttl2 .JHrOFegui 

-Bdectered- 

Bt I TING: 2-1 Quawreaiif 5a (kieera Brigade, 7-2 The Snow Bum, 4-1 
JoridLaFbriga, 14-1 Matte 01 Steel 33-1 Rad Hot Prince 

10 nnl KEN BRIGHT STILL GOING AFTER ALL 
fc.UU THESE YEARS HANDICAP CHASE 

(CLASS E) £6,000 added 3m 3f 

1 R4000 PffiKGM (10) M Meagher Tint) — KJotasodV 

2 P543P0 JOHNS THE BOY (9) N Mason 12 HO RGuMt 

3 P42-00 ANOTHB1 VBOURE (24) F Murphy 6 h B .. I Jantee (7) B 

4 43JT2 SGLARG STALKER (16) (Q Mas SMMamsonD 117 QLae 


5 664-OP ANOTHER RED (10) (P) Y/fte» TO Tl 7 NKorrocta>(5) 

6 -F344D D'ARBLAY STREET (24) (CD) W Kemp 9 71 5 . -D Bwdtay B 

7 4U-345 MtSTEfi MUOOVPAWS (10) J H Johnson 8 H 5 M Foster 

B 32-3U0 GERMAN LEGSffl (24) □ Late 8 11 3 J Burke 

9 34-03 POLO PONY (32) (CO) JUpsonCOO JSi^pie 

-9dedared- 

BETT1NG; 7-4 S&n 9b**, 3-1 Poto Pony, 5-1 Another tenure, 7-1 Us- 
tar Muddypaws, 10-1 D'Aftlay Streri. 14-1 Johns The Boy; 16-1 German 
Legend, 20-1 often 


9 on! RENT ROLL CUP HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £5,000 added 2m 110yds 

1 -45541 MARBLE MAH (11) (CD) M Ffei B C6(7et) J* JCtOWtey (5) 

2 3F3S* PRINCE SIWBIH) (24) (CO) Mre P Anson 7 11 0. 

Mr E Babington (7) 

3 2211C XAIPETE f9) (CD) N Mason 6 11 8 R Guest 

4 4AWU CHUMMY^5AGA(11)(CO)(W : )Lmngo8ll4 ..JSuppta 

5 S52FD BLA2B4G DAWN (31)(C) (D) J Huttu* HD D.NHnnodsH 

6 25BW- MARUNGFORD (225) (P) Ms, JJontan 1105 JfrOFagen 

7 -035SF EK3SE MAN (91) (D) F «*on X) W 1 K Johnson 

•7 tfptfarotf — 

BETTING: 7-4 Xaipete, 5^ Churemy'B Sage, M Marble Mon. B-1 Blue- 
big Dean. Enin Man, 14-1 Marflngfbrd. 25-1 Prince Skytwnt 


rnfl] UNION HALL SIENA STUD HANDICAP 
hW l HURDLE (E) £3,500 2m 5f 110yds 

Fn/4P UV10(25)(CD) ADden/tD R Guest 

mu?- HIKE SIAN (248) L Lingo 7 Tl G WDoaflngp) 

-3CB CATHEDRAL BBJLE (35) (CD) (BP) Mrs M Revetey 4 n 0 ._ 

— Glee 

-32001 ANDYSLAD(7)FMwphy6tl12(7e>) J JanAne (7) 

0501- JACK ROB BO (259) J FtaGaraM 6 10 11 — J Bufte 


B 0-M4 GOOD DAY (26) A WhbB 4 107 . . . Mr J Crowley (5) 

7 -4000P ZACOPANI (35) (D) J Howard Jdinson 6 10 7- JC Johnson B 

B 00400 NORTHEm MAESTRO (14) (C) (BF) J Vtedae 4 t>4 

N Honocks (5) V 

9 T2M-0 CATCH 1TE PIGEON (35) (CD) R Ban 9 1) 4 NSreDh 

D 05-264 LUCKY MASTER pi) J Upson 6 O 4 -J Supple 

11 PPP431 B05TDN MAN (30) (0) R Ytootlxuse 7 D 0 

-Mr EBabinghM (7) 

-11 dodarad- 

Mivnmn ua(ghr 70s. True hendcap weight: Boston Man 9s) 9® 
BETTING: 3-1 Cathedral Bette, 7-2 Andy's Lad, 6-1 Boston Han, B-1 Mice 
Stan, Lucky Mastet 10-t Jack Robbo, Northern Maestro, 13-1 others 


q on I BRIAN ELLISON RACING CLUB 
J,JW I HANDICAP HURDLE (E) £3300 2m If 

1 004335 NLMEGEN (21) J FhzGeraU ®t 2 0 — I JatOne (7) 

2 526P4 DURANO(51)TEiStertjy7nB... _ . teJCrmriey (5) B 

3 3504)0 SUMHERH1U. SPECIAL fi) 0 Barker 7 11 7 . . . H Guest 

4 -06065 EARP (631) Fhkrtn/i BOB - ... DBerttay 

5 11406- CRAlGAHY (F25) (CO) Lks A Swrtwrtt 7 Tl 7 JSuppta 

6 0-623 WAHHUN (15) (D) C Fartvst 4 V) 7 NHorroctap) 

7 561P4 SWANDALEnYER(F176) (CD) NByoohE106 ...M Faste 

6 335F45 ICERCHai (9) (CD) (BF) C Gnu 7 U5 ,WDowlng(5) 

9 00-43 PH10DY FAIR p6) (D) B Mactaggar 5 D 4 .. G Lee 

0 450-0 MOMS (21) B Eteon 7 01 L Cooper (7) 

11 -20KG 56NY(B)(D) JJ TUki 9 O 0 NSmtei 

O WVP- FIRST IN THE FED (282) N Mason 7*0 — KJolmaon 
13 500PU FAUSTNLUCE LADY pB) (D) W Srrrth 9 O 0 .... MrCRaa 

-13 dadared - 

fMkmtn weight 10a fruefa™fcepnei^* £rJnywna.Fir3inR»Halo 
Bo HR ftumtece Lady Ba 80 

BETTING: 3-1 warrfln.9-2 Morel, 5-1 Kterchom. 7-1 Erfci* b-i Smndaie 
Ftyec Priddy Fat. 10-1 N^negm, 12-1 oftare 


HUNTINGDON 

HYPERION 

1.00 Bali Strong 1.30 Double Tempo 2.00 
Castle Owen 2.30 Garrison Friendly 3.00 
Oscall An Doras 3.30 Brea Hill 

GOING: Good to Soft (Soft n places). 

■ Right-hand, level course. Run-to 200yds. 

■ Course Is at Junction of Al and A804 Huntingdon station (ser- 
vice horn London. King's. Cross) tn ADMISSION: Members £13: 
Paddock GW. Course £5. CAR PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: K BaUey «41 (222%). G Hubbard «- 
72 (222%), Mrs M Rove ley 14-37 (373%). J Gifford 14-73 (192%) 

■ LEAD WG JOCKEYS: R Dunwoody 21-81 (259%L M A FTtzgsr- 
aid 17-66 (06%) P FHde &£4 (234%) N WHemeon 14-73 (S 2%\ 
U FAVOURITES: 227 517 (409%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Woodhouea Bay (100) Ulster Gen- 
erosity (2D0) 


l i nn l festive spirit *nh* novice hur- 

I l,uu l DUE (CLASS E) £2^00 added 3m 2f 

1 P23-13 T>C WRITER (21) (BF) S ShereMd 5 11 5 M Berry 

2 64)ra YOUNGTVCUSTER(2QNTrticnOwa5ll5JQQlteMn(5) 

3 343 BALI STRONG (15) G FhtterJ 4 V S LAspal 

4 »P0 BARTON HOIT (33)0 fitwvwxJ 6 012 MRIchertte 

5 42P-P4 BOLD LEAP (11) PRWftberfltJB Mr C R Utaavor (7) 

6 M QAVBROOK RAMBLER (4Q P WHewonh 6 O 6 

U Griffiths (5) 

7 QQ50 DOUG BIG (15) M Reran 5 D 12 _ 

6 F4FFJT FAN10N DE NOtfflflY (26) T CatoreS 5 1012 — D Farit (3) 

9 QQW4 FR84CH COUNTY (B) J Jenldns 6 D C JRKmnatfi 

O P FRBKHTALE(11)AHItenieyTt)E. 9 Hobson (7) 

h 1-6 MLBJ IN YOUR EAR (22) K Baby4 1) C..- JtWriday 

P 5MC« RENARDINE BOY (21) Mrs J Phnan5 1) CJtrT CSxwy (7) 

G R31-03 SUPJHIE DAY fZ4) D Mchcfccn 5 X) 12 J1 Thornton 

14 OfBFP THE BOWBTS MOON (183) Mn E Heaft 5 E 12 — T Read 

E 3000MHE NH> (10571 AKetowy7WB 2nd Pmfeienoe 

S 6036ft CALLIOPE (23) A Carrol 6 0 7-, Gwy Lyons 

17 PF1U4) LADY STEEL (33) lAssS Baxter 9 1> 7 MteeSStanri! 

* 6-000P YDOOOHOUSE BAY (21) C Moriock 5 k) 7 Sophie ISchel B 

-Wdectered- 

BETTO4G: 100-30 Young Tlvustet, 9-2 The Writer; 5-1 Bah Strong, 11-2 
Supreme Day, 6-1 BoU Leap, 8-1 Ikid In Your Ex 10-1 Renanflna Boy, 
14-1 oftare 


a reft ] CHRISTMAS TIDE NOVICE CHASE 
l,w l (E) £4,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 0S0-4P CAPTAW MORRIS pH PWfagiannB'P 12. — DMrithewa 

2 0-1 DOUBLE TEMPO (S3) (IQ C Egerton 7VE .JR Kavanagh 

3 PI- Htffi TO ROAM (257) K Baby 6 1) tt. RVtettey 

4 600060 GAVASKAR (17) Mss S Baxter SHIS GaryLyone 

5 OHJPFP LORD LOFTY (33) JR Baa Bt) 12 DForttp) 

£ ptwfF lfflBOJA«G£ESni)(D)T Casey 7 10 C IIHdwib 


6 PG2FF Iffl BOJANGLES (11) (D) T Casey 7 10 S URkftartte 

7 6433F PUHPLE ACE (35) N GaBBtee 6 TO O -J Goldstein (5) 

8 124-30 SPECIALIZE (37) K Bute 6 D E HGrMhs(5) 

9 0361(4 SYMPHONY'S SDN (17) DMftctXXI 7 fi 12.it Thonten 
D HM45 TOTALJOY(1tfl(D)Clton7tJl2 - .—.^dPrefsrenre 

n 5-2232 WWSFOfiOWLLflB) (D) I Wtarm 7 B 12 LAspefl 

12 645-34 M£SPEtMVHlLL{MJ ASadk5f)7 Jtot Prelsrencs 

- 12 de cl ared - 

BETTING: 7-2 Doubts tempo. Symphony* Son, 5-1 Wtostord KB, Rea 
1b Roam. 7-1 Mr Bojsngles, Purple Ace. 10-1 Bpad a fte . 18-1 others 


> aa! CHRISTMAS BOX HANDICAP HUR- 
- mW i DLL (F) £2,400 added 2m 5f 110yds 

2/BW BURN OUT (46) J GMMl 6 E 0 LAeprf 

3435-1 CA5TLE OWEN (imQDMchobon BIT 13 RThorrton 

F2F-35 KING GrSEaCH (14) (D)Vfes5 Baxter BP 9 _B*y Lyons 
4S2P- BESJBE BROWNE (27^ (CO) G rtitod 6 11 5C Honour (7) 
43-00 LMTT THE DAMAGE (12) J Whyte 0 Tl 3 — J GoUttekl p) 
3300 GRATE TBffi? (22) J Speamg 4 fl 3 „RVMdey 


7 ««5- WHAT JH WANTS (217) PWegmam 5tn.._ 0 Matthews 

8 MR-3 ICTFRai(T9AHHarwy5eTi U Berry 

9 E0E4/ BLAZING STORM (666) C Egeruxi 6 V 9 . -SopMe MteMO 

O 3CT0 K1IO PRMCE (21) MBtoby6D8 — 2rd PrefmnCe 

11 06842 CT0NERBGE(11)JFten»6t)6 JRKavena^i 

C 25606 CA1BO (USA) (23) (D) M Barts 12 f) 5 MRUtards 

fl 542000 GAY GALAHT (24) M Beby 5 1)3 2nd Prafarence 

M UP5-D WHISPERMG COURT pB) A Twnel 8 02 ...Id GriDBht fi) 
fi P-01F2 STRAFFAN GOLD (10) (BF) Mr3URsveby4 DO 

fi T2PP-0 ICm mBtOSTTY pig'm C Waatai 7 fi 0 

17 nMi TWftiYCOOPffli^ VQMsBMMtagftlO EByme 

-ITdsGtared- 

Mmnunr woghr lOst. Jwe handicap wagt^: Shatter Goto 9H inb.Ua- 
ler Ganonmy 9sl 121b. Tixwny CW)per 9» S&X 
BETTING: 5-2 Castle Owen, 8-1 Bum Out Straiten Gold, 8-1 LknUTt* 
Damage, Stone Rk^e, 10-1 Ret Fran, 14-1 Gay Galant, 16-1 otters 


(o nnl BEDFORD LODGE HOTEL HANDICAP 
g ' JU J CHASE (E) £4,000 added 3m 
T -33201 TOWS TF (25) (D) FMrphy 6 11 .Mr JP McNamwa ^ 

2 544331 SOLD GENT (35) (CD) A P Joss 9 11 B 2nd Preference 

3 M/33- SHEELJN IAD (380) (CD) Me TMcfrnes Starrier fin 5 

.TRssd 

4 PP-22S SWING QUARTET (80) (0) (B^ N TwkxvOares B 113. -- 

J Goktteir (5) 

5 22B-34 HGH LEARC (18) (CD) A H Hwey 8 11 1 ...MRUorttsB 

E 562-21 GARRISON FRSBLY (33) (D) N Fffinderson 5 fi 12 

JRKavaoagh 

7 4PA9P- DOUKOS (374) (C) T Cafthwd HOC DForttp) 

8 D4-Q HAMICA (31) (D) M Doth 8 1) n RThrenun 

9 I5F-F0 ODBX (38) (C) K Baby 8 10 9 JUteUey 

|] C2t5 BAPONCaiJ (16) (BF) M Wknscr Q t) 4 LAspal 

11 F-SRH RIOT LEAOSt (18) (CD) T George 6 V) 0 Gary Lyons 

e 3/POi NORTH BANNSTER p2) (1^ K Butte n t)D.M Griffiths (5) 

-12 dadared- 

Urenun treght lOst True handicap wafcte North Boxaster 99 Sft 
BETTING: 84 Garrison Rriemfly. 4-1 TonTk Tip, 5-1 Swfng Quartet, 8-1 
Solo Gent, Mamies, Riot Loader, 12-1 North Banrfstet, 14-1 oftare 


rri ' Afl l BOXING DAY HANDICAP CHASE 
J ‘ uu l (CLASS F) £3,250 added 2m 110yds 

1 4-52P4 QUANGO (23) (D)C MOT 6 12 2 2nd Prefarence 

2 4-5023 MACHAUNI (15) (BR T Geogs 5 Tl d RWaktey 

3 25/306 OSCAtt. AN DORAS (84) (CD) F Muphy 9 n 5 

Mr J P McNamara p) 

4 4-32S BUCK STAIBSIT (149 kO J GRxd 8 10 12 LAspsS 

a 050P54 NOCATCHM (23) (C) (D) K Ckttertuci. 9 d CJ R Kavanagh 

6 34LMJ3 SAUSONG (12){B) J Wry® 9 d 6 JGnkhrefcifS) 

7 3P-PP2 WtXOE WONDBI(22) MBmdstod(8 dO. — HGrtteh*(5) 

5 PQ52-P HKiMAND FLAME (42) (D) A Eterionae 9 d 0 Jt Thomtan 

-Bdedersd- 

MWrun irejgM: HU Tiw fendbqp ue^Mr Hteoe Wbreterftsl 13b Hgh- 
fcvxjnbmeasf Sto. 

BETTING: 5^ Mediated, 7-2 Oscafl An Oores, 941 Black Statement, 5-1 
Qusnga B-1 SMtaeng. Wbo>« Wonder, 10-1 Nocatchkn, 14-2 Mgtdand 
Heme 


io ~ o nl MISTLETOE OPEN NH FLAT RACE (H) 
0,JU I £1,500 added 2m 110yds 

1 1/ BORO SOVBtEKM (618) (D) N Henderson 5 11 h 

— JRKanreiagh 

2 B-43 BOOTS MATE (^ J Nsrite 6 11 4. 2nd Praterencc 

3 6BR£AHRL(25)FUiEty5114-..„MrJPMdtanM{5) 

4 CARRIED INTEREST N SasataeJ n 4 Thornton 

s 60- GLACIAL Rnrat (248) D Care 5 114 DFortffl 

6 5 MOLLY FT1Z LAD pj) (BF) Mrs J PUmen 4 II 4 ._Qery LfHW 

7 R0LLBtBLA0ENTMrtffwDwire4ii4 J Goldatein (5) 

8 OP- SOME GO WEST (HI) I4ss H Knifes 4 II 4 Bir D Murphy (7) 

g TALUS KBdeyflTl 4 RWaktey 

TO 20 THANKS BIG FBIA (BQ (BR C WDedon 4 h 4. LAqxri 

IT 305 WHAT YtXI KNOW (B4) J -teritine 4 11 4 M GrifRh* (5) 

-11 declared - 

BETTING: 3-1 Rofler Blade, 7-3 Bore Sovereign, 13-3 Maly Rz Lari, 
talta, 8-1 Bod's Mate, 10-1 Bree H9L Some Go West, Thanks Big Feta, 
WhstTtw Know, 16-1 oftore 


Market Rasen 

HYPERION 

12.30 Panooras Lord 1.00 Copper Shell 
1.35 Alzoomo 2.05 Young Kenny 2.35 Mon- 
icasman 3.05 Sweep Gently 3.35 Shannon 
Shoon 

GOING: Chase course - Heavy I Good to Soft n back straight); 
hurdle course - Good to Soft [Soft places in straight). 

■ Right-hand sharp, undulating circuit Run-in of one furlong 

■ Course ie E of town on A631 Market Rasen Staten (Lincoln 
- Grxnsby bne| tn ADMISSION: CU> 5M3. Tattersate £9 (GAP 
Jublee Club half price); Sdver Rng £S iJubitee Bub QAPs half 
price). CAR PARK: picric areas £2. remainder free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING THAJNERS: M Pipe 22-93 (2a 7%). Mn M Rovc- 
ley 21-XW (202%), Mrs S Smith 15-104 (144%). Miss H Knight 
13-41 (317%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 30-78 (3&5%). N 
WKamson 21-89 (336%) L Wyer «47 (184%) A S Smith «-i46 
(11%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 217 wins in EH races (355%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Panoorsa Lord Insored, 1230). 
DunabraHtn (vtsored. IDO) Alzoomo (135): Charlie Hawes 
Ivisored. £35) Safton Blake (335) Slipstream (ytsoned. 335) 

Uo on I MISTLETOE SELLING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (G) £2,000 2m If 110yds 

1 DODO MUHTAOI (175) 5 Oak 5HB Mbs R Clark (5) 

2 -5PQ20 PANOORAS LOW (15) JTBaiwmctt4 11 5. AS Smith V 

3 65464 AFRCAN SUN (53) M Chapman 5 11 3 W Worthington 

4 POP-Cfl AMAZING SAIL (18) less h Lffigan 5 n 2 Flaahy 

5 0-342 INCLINATION (17) MrsLJweS 4 d 12 T Peoples (7) 

6 2B40- MG FOR GOLD (290) RWoodhouse 5 Du -3 Grattan (5) 

7 P33231 BALMORAL PFBNCESS (14 (C) (D) D McCan 588 

RBeUamy 

B 20-PE8 FAUST HXNE (1ft M5a>versby4'dB — JHmeeV 

9 40E02D OAKBURY (11) (CD) Mss L Sdcbl 6 d 1 .T5kktefl(S) 

d 4C05P REAL FWE (32) M Mealier 4 DO... . — RWftrreonp) 
-lOdadmad- 

MWtmi ne^ftt: lOst Tn/ehantScsp wagtt: flaa/fire Ska Tito. 

BETTING: 7-2 Mtoatbn. 4-1 Oakfauy. 5-1 Panooras Lard, Balmoral 
Princess, 61 African Sun, 1M Red Fba.16-1 Father Eddte, 16-1 often 

Pf-ftnl GRANGE & UNKS HOTEL MAIDEN 
I l,w l HURDLE (F) £2,600 2m 3f 110yds 

1 30400 COPPER SHBllll) Ms Ue«l 4 115 TPeaptas(7) 

2 OOF DEM CENTURY (43) Us SSmti 6115 —GF Rytei (3) 

3 tXW6 DOUGAL (32) B RtXtveJ 7 71 5 T Skids* p) B 

4 34-30P DUNABRATTPI (41) DT1cni5n5 .CWBbbV 

5 FAM (FR) (F419) Ita V WSamsS 11 5 BCWort 

6 542000 GAY GALANT (24) U Belly 5 n 5 RBeflamy 

7 45 HIPEllTK)p1)PBeauiicrt4li5 BGrrttxi(S) 

6 304 RODOBiS(25)JGbrer5il5 _..EHuebwd 

9 21114 SPRINGFIELD SCAL1V(B)(BF]S Goings 5 H5~ A SSmMi 

d 065-33 SUMO (IQ Mrs S Laeymen 5 n 5 JM^re 

11 300Qf THE NHJ (1057) A Keteway 7 h 5 F Leahy 

V 60 VBJhEZQd RIMiew5 11 1 - - _JR WBdneon (5) 

0 023346 CRUZ SANTA pi) M Chapmen 5 HO WWonMngton 

* UUfJAQUE8(F58flMsAEJ*nson4llOMrVCoogan(7) 

S 643- M6S LAUBWfl (296) D McCan 5 n 0 . . _A C Coyle (5) 

>15 (teetered - 

BETTING: 7-2 SprkuSaid Scatty, 4-1 FterA 7-1 Rodders, 15* Gay Gate*. 
9-1 Sumo, 10.1 Copper SM, Demi Century, Impartlo. 14-1 oftore 

-I oel ROSELAND KILV1NGTON HANDICAP 
iigo l HURDLE (D) £7,000 2m 3f 110yds 

1 T222/4 SHBaFFULHR (14) (D) l%5 L ^tem 9 C0._B Grattm (5) 

2 3-120 JAMAICAN FUGHT (12) (CD) MkS UnMian5lMI JMagu 

3 004ft- HO*ECOUOT5(446) (D) JHetterwah 

. _ andPHtaanee 

4 IM^I ALZOOMO (14) (D) J Gkwer 6 10 KJ EKatendB 


5 2D-W2 KEYGRH>(28)(D)(BF)ttsSSmft7d3 . G F Ryan (3) 

6 NIGHT DANCE (16) (C) h Morgan 6 O 3 — .. - ASSndh 

7 G414 CARACOL (18) (C) (D) JNovleSVO. - TSJddal(5) 

8 F/5+P CAPTAIN TAWJY (8) C Snwh 9 d 0 . - .. M Ranger 

- 8 declared - 

MMiuimedlcTQd True hartScap nnighK: Caracal 9a 12Si. CBpavi T^oy 
Ta 138/. 

BETTI NO: 52 Wght Dance, 3-1 Atzoomo, 7-2 Key Grip, 82 Ja ma ic an 
Flight. 8-1 CmcoL 12-1 Sheriflmuk, 20-1 Hama Counties, 50-1 Cap- 
taftlkndy 


o nel CLUGSTON LINCOLNSHIRE NATION- 
C,U3 1 AL (HANDICAP CHASE) (CLASS C) 
£12^00 added 4m If 

1 0-335 PARSONS BOY (19) N Ffchatia 9 n d ECataghan 

2 21-224 YOUNG KBMY (26) (BF) P Beairen 7 H 8 .. .B Grattan (5) 

3 04F-P4 ST MELUON FABtWAY (14) P R Vtebbcf 9 11 3 . Mr 5 Seriere 

4 C-m NOOSASOUND(1^(C)LLira3 8T12 E Husband 

5 333-3F fflaiER ROSZA (17) (BF) Mrs S Lamyman 008 -J Magee 

6 2U331- UBUVAL(FR) (238) W Bethel 12 dB JtSSmah 

7 544331 SOLO GENT (35) AP Jones, 9 d4 B CfiBord 

B 326F56 MA5TB) BOSTON (7) R Wbodxue d 03. .. F Leahy 

9 33i(3- DtAMONO FORT pi9) (CO) J LfcGwrafw t) d 0 .RBeBamy 

d 3P63P TITAN THAI (28) N Mason 9 d D GFRyan(3) 

n CC/3P0 LOCH GARMAN HOTEL (B) PDafanBdO - NHannky (7) 

-11 doctored' 

Ifremunwagte lOst Tniehantk&weiglteDBmind Fort Set lift, Titan 
Jia^t TSi. Lbctiiiarrmn Hotel da J2Si 

BETTING: 9-4 Noosa Sound, 4-1 temgKeimy. 11-2 Solo Gent 6-1 Par- 
«»a Bay, 8-1 Sister ttosxo, 8-1 GL MeBtan Fabwey 12-1 oftare 

o or BRUCE & JOE CARR NOVICE HAND- 
*•"*** \ ICAP CHASE (E) £5,000 3m If 
> 0£iG SMPER (31) (D) (BF) F Itonagh 6 n d AS Smith 

2 6233/2 M0N1CASHAN (21) G McCourt B Tl 2 EKusband 

3 434TC SU1ARS STALKER (IQ Mss S IMtomscxi d d h 

. 2nd Pieterenca 

4 Pl-FOO LAatSHILL (10) J FitzGemld 7 d 9 ECaSaghan 

5 91-P56 BELLE BUSK (10) (Q) Mrs S Srnffi 6 B P ._ Jt VHkknan (5) 

6 U3S44G WILUEWAWIAffi (16) M Chapman 8 dO .. W Worthtogton 

7 FP-BQ5 CHARUE HAWES (B) S Mribr 9 TO 0 XYfahbV 

8 0&W4 LOnMNCGMIANDBI (11)0 McCan 6 dO^CCoyte^V 

9 /F54U TIE OTHER MAN (B) Mss L SUdsi 8 d 0 — T Srddafl (5)10 

/P-FPOSEABURN (Q N Lbstxi B d 0 G FRyan(Q 

- IQ declared - 

Untmutmyi: Ida Jmo hntfiop aojyttr hMe rfertnaCo. Oirto 
Lothian Commander 9sr I38>. The Otter Uandsr lao. Seahum 99 Jb 
BETTING: 7-2 Brfper, 4-1 Sfltere Stalker. 9-2 Montcamun, 134! BeB* 
BuM, Lothian Commander, 6-1 LwfcahBI, Witte WSnube, 12-1 others 

rfftK'l FESTIVE SEASON NOVICE CHASE 
0,ua l (CLASS D) £5,500 added 2m If 110yds 

1 5OT-P CHEEKA(19Q (CD) CSmft 9110 ...JIRengar 

2 040-1 SWffi > GENny(4l)ttsSSmfti6ll4 RWDdnaon(Q 

3 (3SOO- ECUPne MOON (339) Cftxpon 8 OB. NBeHfey 

4 G1-2P ELC0RD0BES(1QMsJBucUey7O < e TSUdalS) 

5 35-FPF SU. FOSSO pi) ttr S SrrBh B 0 12 DBrereft(7) 

6 303352 DOWN TlCWflO (IQ (CPJMCfBpiwi 5 07 WWbriKngion 

-6 declared - 

BETTING: 26 Sweep Gentry, 5-1 Down The ftrd, 7-1 Cheeka, 16-1 H 
Cordobac, 25-1 EcflpBc Moon, Sul Fbeso 

o oc HOLLY & THE IVY CONDITIONALS 
l 0,J3 l NOVICE CLAIMING HURDLE (G) 
£2,000 added 2m If 110yds 

1 0-SU03 SHANNON SHOON (U) Iky S SmBi 6 11 0 WDdnson 

2 44-2C WELSH MOUNTAW (11) (fff) K Mono 5 11 0... B Grattan 

3 01 JACK FLUSH (lQBRotMel 4 011 TSUdd 

4 2360 RUSK (7) J Aten 5 dll N Haunt* V 

5 P&552 SEFTON BLAKE (IQ M Meajia 4 10 Tl JlteureB 

6 0 SUPSTREAU (23) G MeCut4 0 11 £HuafaandV 

7 060 PICEAS PAST (44) J NW*g 4 T) 5 ACCoyta 

8 /FPM mANCEPETH BELLE (4QN Mason 8 03 G FRvan 

‘Bdedarad- 

BEITMG: 2-1 Jack Fluah, 9-4 Wtaleh Mounlatn, T-2 Rink, Sanan 

Bfete, B-1 Shannon Shoon, IB-1 StlpOraam, 33-1 oftars 











4 /X TT-IT K TO 


] ; 


24/SPORT 



7fi December 1998 




Hill faces mission improbable 5J* as 



THE MISSION looks impossible 
but they have accepted it 
Gloucester have to start win- 
ning away with regularity - 
otherwise they win setfdestract 
before the end of the season. 

Abysmal does not begin to 
cover their record at the mo- 
ment Gloucester are suffering 
from a chronic bout of home- 
sickness that has seen them 
win just three Allied Dunbar 
Premiership matches away 
from fortress Kmgsholm since 
thestart of last season- a total 
of 16 fixtures. 

What is worse is they have to 
travel to Wa^tomraTOW where 
their record in the league makes 
for efveii grimmer reading. E5ght 

visits (shared between Sudbury 
and Ixrftus Road) and not a sin- 
gle victory. 


RUGBY UNION 


BY DAVID LLEWELLYN 

A ninth defeat will set them 
alongside Harlequins for pos- 
session of the worst away 
record in the history of the 
league. No wonder Richard 
BUI, their diminutive director of 
rugby, has had an anxious 
Christmas. 

“Our away form is some- 
thing we are addressing very 
seriously” said HOI, with a note 
of desperation in his voice. “V?e 
have to find a way around it and 
all our efforts are being poured 
into finding a solution. But in 
the end it is just an attitude of 
mind. If all 15 players have 
total self-confidence on the 
pitch it will be fine. Gloucester 


are never going to be anything 
more than a reasonable mid- 
table side if we don’t win away 
from Kmgsholm.’’ 

It is tone that Gloucester 
carzeDQyhaveatendencytoout 
play their opponents for the first 
40mim]tes,thenobfigin^yktihe 
opposition bads into the game 
and invariably cede all advazh 
tages and, ultimately victory. 

They have had their prob- 
lems. Long-term injury to their 
talented England prop Phil 
Vickery threatens his career 
and there are a dutch of other 
indispositions. Also, as Hill ad- 
mitted, the 26 players are stiH 
trying to come to terms with the 
squad system. “It has been dif- 
ficult fin 1 a player who, fitness 
permitting, has been first 
choice for two or three seasons 


suddenly to find himself on the 
bench,” explained HQL “But 
because I have qualify players 
in just about every position I 
have the luxury of being able to 
pick an in-fbrm player" 

Mark Mapletoft is an exam- 
ple of that He was ousted at fiy- 

half by Simon Mannix back in 
November but, after coming 
off the bench to score 13 points 
last week, he starts against 
Wasps. “Mark has found it 
hard,” Hill, “but I think he 
is a better player for it The 
squad has to learn to replace the 
verb ‘dropped’ with ‘rested’.” 

Fbr all that, BED admitted: “I 
can’t say I am optimistic about 
the outcome of the Wasps 
match. But if they put in (he sot 
of gritty performance that they 
managed against Leicester it 


will be a start life have every 
reason to want to beat Wasps. 
They beat us at KmgshnTm 
earfier this season in the fourth 
minute of injury time and the 
players should be desperate to 
beat them fin: that reason as 
well as PTwting this away run.” 
It is a big responsibility for 
lock Rob Fidlei; who captains 
the side for the first time in a 

pr omWahip mat Hi 

Of the other Premiership 
games tomorrow Harlequins 
must fancy their chances 

a gpirref Sa le , parliqil^ sinpp 
flppfoim Zinrap Brookfi is ex- 
pected to have recovered from 
flu. His All Black colleague John 
Schuster is another reason why 
Quins are favourites. Schuster 
has become the first player to 
pass 200 points for the season 


with a remarkable 69 success- 
ful kicks out ofSOi Sale could well 
took to David Rees, the En^and 
wing, to beef up their defence, 
which conceded five tries at 
Newcastle last week. 

Saracens entertain strag- 
gling London Scottish at Wat- 
ford -a match that Mcis off at 
3.15pm- and will be giving the 
Argentine prop Roberto &au 
andSou&Afri«3rbam,5ki^amd 
qualified, centre Jeremy Thom- 
son fitness tests. Both are rated 
doubtful. 

Tbday leaders Leicester line 
up against Bedford with an un- 
changed side from that which 
came away fr o * ™ RWigshnim 
wito a satisfying win last week. 
That means no Joel Straosky 
Will Greenwood or Nnamdi 

Bmliln* 


Bedford drop full-back Sam 

Howard and bring in wing Ben 

Whetstone in Ms place, while 
centre Joe Ewens makes way 
forDanHarris. 

In the other Boxing Day 
match Richmond are again 
without ca ptam Ben Clarke, 
who h as a fractured cheek- 
bone, when they take on Lou- 
don Irish at Reading, a fact 
which does not help their 
p gafns t a for midab le 
foritoa team. Irish are again 

without bade row dynamo Isaac 

Ffea’unati (knee) but they are 
the form side and, having gone 
dose at Sunbury there is every 
nhanpt* now that they have 
been bolstered by the arrival of 
the 1^ of haltfr?**^ Steve 
Bachop and Kevin Putt, that 
they will emerge victors. 
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England’s players practising at a deserted MCG yesterday. The atmosphere is expected to be completely different inside the 100,000-capacity stadium over the next few days Winston Bynortk 

Where beer and meat pies top the menu 


IN MELBOURNE it is known 
simply as “The G”. To the rest 
of us it is the world's largest 
cricket stadium, able to seat a 
massive 100,000 people, nearly 
half of them in the monolithic 
Southern stand. Playing crick- 
et against Australia is always an 
experience in Melbourne, es- 
pecially on Boxing Day and it is 
one that stays with you for life. 
England were due to experience 
it for themselves with the start 
of the fourth Test this morning. 

During my playing career I 
graced The G’s turf six tunes, 
four of them one-day matches, 
including the World Cup final 
against Pakistan in 1902. On 
that occasion a world record 
crowd of 90,000 turned up, 
though the intimidation aspect 
of playing in front of so many 
(Lord's holds 27,000) was di- 
luted without the presence of 
Australia, who had already 
been knocked out 

This was not the case in 
1983 when England played here 
in a World Series match. Even 


CRICKET 


By Derek Pringle 
in Melbourne 

though it was a rain-reduced 
match, 83,000 were present, 
the previous record before the 
World Cup final. The noise was 
terrifying and every time Allan 
Border or John Dyson struck a 
boundary -which was often as 
tiie 15-over rule was in use here 
even then - the sheer volume 
made your head feel as if it was 
about to burst It is the modern 
equivalent of the Coliseum and 
great pockets of air felt as if they 
were being shifted by vocal 
power alone. 

Communication, other than 
by sign language, was impos- 
sible and most other senses 
were too numbed to allow ra- 
tional thought to be appEed. Not 
surprisingly despite my man- 
aging to run Border out, Eng- 
land lost 

Melbournians are 

renowned for their love of 


sport However; Boxing Day at 
The G is a tradition that em- 
braces not only Melbourne, 
but also the rest of Australia 
and even beyond. Indeed, 
Aussie s from as far away as 
Singapore and the Gulf have 
flown back especially to take in 
the action. Last year; against 
South Africa, 72,000 turned up, 
despite the appalling weather 


As you would expect during 
the festive season, consumption 
on the opening day is feirfy con- 
spicuous, particularly over the 
six or so hours normally set 
aside for a day at the cricket 
This year precautions have 
been taken and, for the first 
time even only light beer dess 
than three per cent alcohoD will 
be served, though this will re- 


vert back to full strength 
brands on days two, three, four 
and five. Even so the caterers 
expect to shift well over 250,000 
litres of the stuff along with 
10,000 litres of Coke. 

Meat pies are also some- 
thing of an institution at the 
MCG and 20,000 are expected to 
have been shifted by stumps on 
the first day. During the same 


Test in 1982 one of them found 
its way into Ian Gould’s hair as 
he patrolled the boundary. 
Gould, who was England’s 12th 
man and fielding in front of the 
then infamous Bay 13, managed 
to keep his codL Turning to fece 
his tormentor; and feeling hu- 
mour was perhaps the best op- 
tion, he said: “Steady on mate, 
I only had me barnet done the 


Taylor to lead Australia in Caribbean 


MARK taixor yesterday vowed 
to extend one of the most suc- 
cessful stints 1? an Australian 
cricket captain on next year’s 
tour to the West Indies. Taylor; 
34, had previously onfy commit- 
ted himself to the current Ashes 
series against England. 

But while preparing for the 
fourth Test against Englan d, he 
said he wanted to settle one 
personal challenge in an ex- 
traordinary career 

Taylor is determined to rec- 


tify a poor batting record against 
the West Indian pace battery of 
Curtly Ambrose, Courtney 
Walsh and lan Bishop. Dayton 
whose Test average is around 
44, has a batting average of 
28.11 against the West Indies in 
20 Tests - his lowest against all 
of the Test-playing countries. 

Australia tour the Caribbean 
for a four-Test series starting 
next March and Taylor said: 
Tm fairly sure ID go to the 
West Indies if the selectors 


pick me. Tm still enjoying play- 
ing and the side is playing well 
with me as captain so provid- 
ed those two things are main- 
tained I will keep playing.” 

Meanwhile, the former Aus- 
tralian Test player Dean Jones 
has said he will name an in- 
ternational cricketer who he 
claims helped organise an ap- 
proach by illegal bookmakers 
on the 1992 tour of Sri Lanka. 
Jones wifi tell a new Australian 
Cricket Board inquiry into bet- 


ting in the game the name of the 
player who was with him when 
a bookmaker offered £25,000 for 
information about team 
changes and pitch conditions. 
The cricketer is neither Sri 
Lankan or Australian, Jones 
said. He would not comment on 
whether it was Indian all- 
rounder Manqj Prabhakar, 
about whom allegations have 
been made but who has con- 
sistently denied links with 
cricket’s betting underworld. 


other day” The reply chorused 
by the rest <rf the bay, was un- 
printable, and in the true Christ- 
mas spirit of giving, several 
more pies travelled his way. 

In fact Gould and England 
had the last laugh, and he brQ- 
liantfy caught Greg Chappell at 
cover point, a dismissal that was 
crucial in helping En gland m 
spite of a heroic last wicket 
stand between Border and Jeff 
Thomson, to squeeze home by 
three runs. Incredibly about 
15,000 people turned up to 
watch what could have been just 
one ball’s cricket on the final 
morning. But then this is the op- 
timistic nature of Australians. 

When England lost to the 
West Indies in Trinidad last 
February the team watched a 
re-run of that match, partly for 1 
something to do and partly for 
inspiration. Whatever the per- 
ceived wisdom of such exer- 
cises, England won the next 
Test - an achievement they 
would give a lot to match over 
the next few days. 


Swift 

departs 

BY ANDREW BALDQCK 

STRUGGLING bath have suf- 
fered a major setback with the 
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resignation oriww 

rftih's non-executive chairman. 

The former England wing, 
one of Bath’s heroes d u ri ng 
their glory years, has stepped 
down for family and business 
reasons. He was Bath’s chief 
executive during one of the 
most turbulent times in the 


Cronje warns against complacency 


IN SOUTH Africa’s ever-chang- 
ing social and political land- 
scape, Boxing Day has become 
the Day of Goodwill. However; 
the nation’s cricketers have 
been cautioned not to take the 
new name too literally as they 
start the third Test match 
against the West Indies here 
today. 

They are already 2-0 ahead 
in the series of five Tests and, 
with their opponents in obvious 
disarray the prospects of an un- 
precedented 5-0 dean sweep 
have been repeatedly trum- 
peted in the media. 

The South Africa captain, 
Hansie Cropje, and his players 
have reason to be more wary. 
Leading 1-0 in their series in 
England last summer, they 
were only denied an extension 
of their advantage by tail-end 
resistance at Old Trafford, after 


By Tony cozier 
in Durban 

which they lost at Trent Bridge 
and Headingley. It was a re- 
versal that has served as a salu- 
tary warning. 

“They have five match-win- 
ners in their team who could 
turn any game around so we 
are not going to be compla- 
cent” Cronje said “I cant com- 
ment on their state of mind or 
the atmosphere in the camp 
since I haven’t been following 
them since the second Ttest, but 
one thing we can't afford is to 
believe they are unable to 
bounce back.” 

Cronje is about the onfy one 
who has felt constrained to ex- 
press an opinion on the plight 
of the West Indies, whose crick- 
et throughout the tour has been 
abysmal They are yet to win a 


first-dass match and, in addi- 
tion to their defeats in the two 
Tests, lost to Free State, who 
achieved a winning second-in- 
nings target of 438. 

They touched rock bottom in 
(he second Test, when they 
folded for 221 in 37.3 overs and 
141 in 3&2 overs and lost by 173 
runs in barely more than two 
and a half days cricket 

That prompted media spec- 
ulation of rifts within the team 
and angry criticism back in 
the Caribbean, where a series 
against a still all-white South 
African team in the erstwhile 
home of apartheid has impli- 
cations beyond the boundary. 

The pitiful performances of 
players whose pre-emptive 
strike over pay and conditions 
initially placed the tour in 
jeopardy has heightened the 
public wrath. 


Brian Lara’s reinstatement 
as captain after he was origi- 
nally dismissed by the Board 
was one of the central issues in 
the pre-tour dispute. He now 
feces one of the most critical 
matches of his controversial ca- 
reer following bis team's poor 
form and his own failure with 
the bat with scores of H7, 4 and 
39. 

A measure of his diminish- 
ing self-belief came in the sec- 
ond innings of the second Test, 
when he demoted himself to 
NbJ, where he has indicated he 
will stay 

He passed over the chance 
of some match practice be- 
tween Tests fry missing the 
rain-affected game against 
South Africa A. Shivnarine 
Chandeipaul, who is likely to 
take his place atNo3, is notone 
to pass 19 such opportunities 


and his chanceless 182 was a 
boost for the West Indies. 

There has not been much 
else for them to enthuse over 
as they continue to rely heavi- 
ly on their great but ageing fast 
bowlers, Courtney Whlsh and 
Curtfy Ambrose, and not much 
else. 

It win take a massive change 

of mood and form for them to 
turn things around on a pitch, 
Gke those in Johannesburg and 
Port Elizabeth, likely to aid the 
probing consistency of South 
Africa’s fest bowlers and unit- 
ed and confident team. 

South Africa (from}: G Kirsten. H 
GSjbS-JKaJDs. DCuHhan. H Crwje (cap- 
tain), J Rhodes. S Pollock. M Boucher. 
P Symrax. A Donald. D Terbrogge. P 
Adams. 

West Indies (from}: C Lambert. S 
Williams. P Wallace. B Lara (captain). 
S Ounderpaul. C Hooper. D Ganga. F 
Reifec J Murray: R Jacobs. C Ambrose. 
C Walsh, N McLean. M Dilion, F Rose. 
R Lewis. 



Brian Lara, on whose form the West Indies are reliant 
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coach Brian Ashton and direc- 
tor of rugby John Hal l left the 
' dub in quick succession two 
years ago. 

Bath are currently reeling 
from five successive Allied 
Dunbar Premiership defeats, 
their worst ever losing se- 
quence, and Swift's departure 
will be viewed as a major loss 
both byplayers and supporters. 
“Tony has decided that he 
needs to devote more time to 

his young family, as well as his 

business c ommitme nts,” said 
the Rath general manager; Bob 
Callqja. “We respect his deci- 
sion and would Bke to thank him 
for his past services. Tony has 
made it clear that he will con- 
tinue to offer his total support 
to Andrew Brownsword, Andy 
Robinson and Bath Rugby.” 

Bro w n s word, the dub’s mil- 
lionaire backet; will be anxious 
far an upturn in fortunes in the 
new year while coach Robinson 
must prepare Ms team for a 
make-or-break Tfetley’s Bitter 
Cup tie at Newcastle on 9 Jan- 
uary. If Bath lose in the north- 
east it will almost certainty end 
their quest for domestic silver- 
ware with four months of the 
season remaining. 

Leeds are almost certain to 
appeal against a four-point de- 
duction for fieldin g the Aus- 
tralian rugby league player 
Wfendell Sailor before his reg- 
istration -was accepted by 
Twickenham. The English 
Rugby Partnership are be- 
lieved to have handed out the 
points deduction and although 
Leeds are yet to have received 
official notification they are 
likely to pursue the matter. 

Leeds chief executive Gary 
Hetherington said: “If it’s true 
that we've been deducted four 
^points it’s fairly likely that we ■ 
would appeal We fed we have 
a strong case. We did every- 
thing we could and all along 
took professional advice.” 

The Tykes have not lost a 
league match since Sailor’s ar- 
rival in late October but the 
points deduction would leave 
them in relegation trouble with- 
out any hopes of promotion. 

The Brisbane Branca who is 
being forced to play as an amy. , 
ateur because the RFU refuser' 
to accept his work permit, is 
due to fly bade to Australia at 
the end of January. Meanwhile, 
Leeds have signed Jonathan 
Scales from rugby league side 
Bradford Bulls. 

The Ireland internatio nal 
No 8 Eric Miller will return to 
Leicester next Tuesday when 
the Tigers entertain the Bar- 
barians. Mfflec who left WfeMard 
Road to join Tterenure College 
in Dublin, will turn out in a team 
containing 11 frill internati onal^ 
including Scotland's Craig. 
Chalmers and Scott Hastings. J ' 

Ulster’s 
game is 
! put back 

THE EUROPEAN Cup semi- 
final between Ulster and Stade 
Franoais has been put back to 
Saturday 9 January after the 
French dub objected to pla ying 
on the previous Friday night 
The Stade Frangais presi- g- 
dent, Max Guazzmi, faxed the * * 
tournament director, Roger 
Pickering, with a letter of com- 
plaint on Tuesday, saying that 

playing on Friday 8 January 

would prevent the match being 
shown on French television. 
Guazzim also claimed that the 

RavenhiB ground was too small 

to stage such a high-profile 
game, but Pickering allayed 
those fears by announcing that 
extra seating had been 
arranged. 

‘’After protracted negotia- 
tions it has been decided to 
grange the date and kick-off 
time of the European Cup semi- 
final between Ulster and Stade 
* rangais from 7.15pm on 8 Jan- 
jjajy to lpm the following day” 
Pickering said. The changeof 
Pan means that French rugby 
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Return to France 98: Brown remembers penalties that got away but accepts his squad simply was not good enough 
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Jackie McNamara (with ball) and Simon Donnelly with local children in St Remy, near Scotland's World Cop training camp. Below: Coach Craig Brown in charge at St R£my Jeff Holmes, Scottish News and Sport/Allsport 


Scots celebrate their ‘horror mo 


& 


By Phil Shaw 


TOMMY DOCHERTY reckoned 
they would be home before the post- 
cards. The bookies rated them at 
400-1 to win the World Cup. Even the 
official song by Del Amitri bore the 
downbeat title of “Don't Come Home 
Too Soon”. At least no one could ex- 
cuse Scotland of not living up to ex- 
pectations at France 98. 

But when he led his squad off the 
flight from Marseilles to Glasgow the 
day after a horribly antidimactic 3-0 
defeat by Morocco had ended the 
dream for another four years, there 
were no rotten tomatoes or resig- 
nation demands awaiting Craig 
Brown. 

To the Scotland manager’s as- 
tonishment, the police had to hold 
back a crowd of 1.500 singing, sway- 
ing supporters in a sea of tartan. 
Heaven help the Strathclyde con- 
stabulary if the national team ever 
graduate beyond gallant failure in a 
major tournament. 

Brown had sat up until 4.30am in 
room at the Scots' base in St- 
^ -de-Provence studying what be 
describes as the “horror movie" of 
the Moroccan match. Six months on, 
he is less inclined to see the French 
adventure as something to be 


viewed from behind the meta- 
phorical sofa. 

Even Glenn Hoddle or his ghost- 
writer would struggle to present a 
record of no wins, one draw and two 
defeats as a moral triumph, but 
Brown uses the evidence of Fife's 
statistical bureau to support his 
contention that the bare figures do 
not tell the true story. 

“Going by their rankings, we 
were playing three of the top II sides 
on the planet, including the world 
champions, Brazil, who were al- 
ways going to get through to the sec- 
ond phase. None of our clubs have 
had apy success in Europe lately, 
and the World Cup, with the South 
Americans and Africans involved, is 
a far more rarified atmosphere.” 

At the opening game in the Stade 
de France, Scotland conceded a 
soft headed goal inside three min- 
utes following a Brazilian corner. 
Brown, who works hard on negating 
other team's set-pieces, was dumb- 
founded. “Everyone knew exactly 
what his job was," he reflects now. 
“The two players concerned, Gordon 
Durie and Craig Burley, were sleep- 
ing a bit” 

However, John Collins equalised 
with a penalty and Scotland actually 
had the better of the opening period 


of the second halt Brazil's winner; 
an own goal off Tom Boyd's chest, 
was seen as an example of fete 
mocking the Scots once more, 
though Brown says with candour: 
“They wouldn’t have been able to 
score a 'lucky' goal if they hadn't 
been in our six-yard box." 

In the build-up to the next game, 
against Norway in Bordeaux, the 
media clamoured for Burley to be 
switched to the central midfield 
role he filled successfully in Celtic’s 
championship change. On a swel- 
tering afternoon, the manager re- 
sisted until shortly after Scotland fell 
behind against the run of play early 
in the second half. 

“Burley did a great job in stopping 
Roberto Carlos against Brazil and 
he also attacked well,” Brown ex- 
plains. “People said I should have 
started with him in the middle but 
unfortunately I haven’t got two Craig 
Burleys." 

Moving to his preferred position, 
Burley made his point with a fine 
equaliser. The Scottish fens cele- 
brated long and loud, believing the 
point gave them a great chance to 
progress. Brown sensed it would not 
be so simple. 

“We were unlucky only to draw. 
Norway hadn't lost in 18 and we ran 



them into the ground but just couldn’t 
get the winner. The feeling was that 
if we beat Morocco and Brazil beat 
Norway we’d be through- But I brew 
that Brazil, having qualified, wouldn't 
be over-exerting themselves." 

The enduring image of the final 


group game in St Etienne is of Jim 
Leighton fishing the ball from his net; 
or of Burley hair newly bleached, dis- 
proving the notion that blonds have 
more fun by being sent off Yet it was 
not a straightforward case of Mo- 
rocco outclassing Scotland. 

“That was a weird match.” argues 
Brown. “If you show someone the 
match stats and ask them who they 
think won, toey say Scotland. Wb had 
five corners to Morocco’s one, 22 goal 
attempts to 14 by them, 14 on target 
to their nine, and a greater per- 
centage of possession despite being 
down to 10 men for the last half hour" 

The official, fly-on-the-wall video* 
shows a desolate dressing-room, 
with beads slumped on chests and 
Colin Hendry close to tears. Nor- 
way’s defeat of Brazil meant that 
even a victory would not have been 
enough for Scotland to advance 
anyway but the inquest went on until 
sleep could be stalled no longer. 

Brown had to consider whether 
his loyalty to the veteran Leighton 
bad been misplaced; and to ask him- 
self if he was right to omit Ally Mc- 
Coist from a 22 not overloaded with 
good finishers. In each case his an- 
swer is the same today as it was in 
Provence. “Leighton was out- 
standing for us in the qualifying and 


his record of 45 clean sheets in 91 
caps is exceptional. As for McCoist, 
I didn't think he was fit enough, or 
that he’d done enough in the last two 
months of the season." 

Moreover, Brown still cannot 
quite believe Scotland's “bad luck” 
in France. “In every match we had 
a penalty turned down which the re- 
plays confirm we should have had. 
I've worked at three TO)rid Cup finals 
- with Alex Ferguson in Mexico in 
'86, Andy Roxburgh in Italy four 
years later and now this one - and 
we've not had a scrap of luck. 

“But 1 don’t want it to sound like 
sour grapes. The bottom line is that 
we weren’t good enough. We're a 
small country and at the moment we 
don’t have the resources. I said at 
the time that we needed to find a 
Hamish Zidane or a McRonaldo, but 
talent tends to come in cycles. Pm 
confident that we have some fine 
young players emerging like Barry 
Ferguson and Callum Davidson. We 
just need to find some strikers." 

Brown returned to France to 
work as a radio suramariser. Suf- 
fering Norway’s negative tactics 
against Italy in Marseilles he could 
not help thinking of what might 
have been. “The Italians were there 
to be beaten. It wasn't the best side 


of theirs that I’ve seen." 

By the time England were 
knocked out by Argentina, also in St 
Etienne, Brown was back in Bor- 
deaux watching on television in a bar. 
He Is “not convinced” they would 
have won if David Beckham had not 
been sent off (unjustly in his opinion). 
“To watch the BBC Sports Review 
qfthe Yeoryou'd have thought Eng- 
land would have won the tournament 
if only Beckham had stayed on. But 
I was impressed by them and keen 
to see them get into the last eight.” 

Such sentiments will not it is safe 
to assume, be echoed by mam’ of the 
supporters whose penchant for eou - 
viviai chaos contrasted so vividly 
with the boorishness of some w-ho 
were following England. Neverthe- 
less, when Brown attended the first 
annual dinner of the Highland wing 
of the Tartan Army in Inverness 
recently he was touched by the 
warm reception. 

“There were 200 there and they 
were foil of praise for our efforts in 
the World Cup. You get headlines 
saying 'Tans in rage at Brown' but 
I haven't met an angry one yet They 
usually say: Tt was Lhe best three 
weeks of my life’." 

'Craig Broum's World Cup Diary 
f Green Umbrella Video. £14.99). 
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Romantsev wants Russia job 


OLEG romantsev, the coach 
of the Russian champicHis Spar- 
tak Moscow and wicfe(y seen as 
leading candidate to head the 
' National team after the sacking 
of Anatoly Byshovets, has said 
he wants the job. 

“If such an offer was made, 
then, of course, I will take the 
job," Romantsev, 45, said yes- 
terday. He added: “Under one 
condition - I will remain the 
Spartak coach." If chosen, Ro- 
mantsev - who wants to look at 

a new generation of players and 
make his chib a base for the na- 
tional team - will be Russia's 
third coach in less than six 
months. 

“I strongly believe that the 
Bosnian r uling is a step back- 
.wards for European football,” 
/f.lomantsev added. “I would 
like to see a constitutional de- 
cree in Russia to outlaw play- 
ers' movement abroad until 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 

Randall Cunningham, che Minneso- 
ta Vikings quarterback, has won a 
multi-year contract extension, Tenm 
of the deal were not disclosed- The 
vikings also gave a multi-year ex- 
tension to one of the men paid to 
protect Cunningham, offensive tack- 
le Korey Stringer. The 35-year-old 
Cunningham, who was out or foot- 
ball before last season but is now 
a top candidate for Player of the Yaar 
honour?, has led the Vikings to a 
league-best and franchise-best 1 u- 
1 record while becoming the nfls 
top passer with a 107.3 raong. 
The Green Bay Packers right tackle 
Earl Dotson, a starter for the last 
four years, has signed a four-year 
contract extension worth nearly 
SI 5m j£9m). 

The Green Bay Packers linebadter 
Jude Waddy 23. has been suspended 

Jtr four games, in accordance with 
league rule books, by the NFL 
for steroid use. 


OVERSEAS 


thqy reach the age of 24 or 25." 
Romantsev has already had a 
two-year stint with the nation- 
al squad, which ended with a 
disappointing display at Euro 
96. Meanwhile, Byshovets, 52, 
has reportedly received an offer 
to coach the Iran Olympic 
squad The Russian Football 
Union’s executive board will 
name his successor on Monday. 

There was good news for 
Romantsev yesterday with the 
announcement that his Spartak 
Moscow midfielder \fegor Titov; 
22, had been chosen Russia's 
player of the year in a poll by the 
football weekly RxribalL This 
year; Russia have lost six 
straight matches, including all 
three of their European quali- 
fiers, forcing Byshovets to step 
down last week. 


Spanish football fens caused 
more than 30m pesetas 
(£132,000) worth of damage to 
the Montjuic Olympic stadium 
after Catalonia's 5-0 thrashing 
of Nigeria on Tuesday. 

The pitch was left in a poor 
state by an invasion of around 
2,000 celebrating supporters, 
more than 1,000 seats were 
broken, and some toilets were 
wrecked stadium managers 
said on Thursday. The First Di- 
vision club Espanyol use the 
ground and emergency repairs 
are underway before their next 
home game on 17 January. 

All 26 dubs in China's first di- 
vision falsified financial records 
this year to hide payments for 
thrown games and bribes to ref- 
erees, according to the Liber- 
ation Daily in Shanghai 

“Many figures seem to be 
false,” an official with the 
finance department of the 


SPORTING DIGEST 


FOOTBALL 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE: 
Re-Arranged Dates: Itae Jan 26 : 

Bournemouth « Preston (ex Tue Jon 12): 
Macclesfield v MfllwaQ (ex SatJan 2). Prt 
Feb 12: Rochdale w Hull City fe» Sal Feb 
13). Frt Feb 19: Sheffield Utd v Brad- 
ford City (ex Sal Feb 20). San Feb 21: 
Birmingham w Bolton (ex Sat Feb 20). Frl 
Feb 26: Watford w Swindon (ex Sat Feb 
27). Sun Feb 28: Crystal Ralace v Barns- 
ley (ex Sat Feb 27). 

BRAZILIAN CHAMPIONSHIP Final 
thins tar Corinthians 2 (Edilson 65. Mar- 
cellnho Canoca B3J Cruzeiro O (Corinthi- 
ans mrfn league). 

ICE HOCKEY 

Steve Carpenter and Rick Brebant 
have become che lacest Sekonda Su- 
perleague players to be penalised by 
the I5L Disciplinary Committee. The 
forward Brebant. who plays for lead- 
ers Manchester Storm, was given a 
three-match ban and a £250 fine af- 
ter the committee felt that he 
failed to control he stick In a match 
at Bracknell on 12 December. The 


Nottingham Panther" defenceman 
Carpenter has been handed a two- 
match ban and a £250 fine, after the 
committee increased his two-minute 
high sticks punishment against Lon- 
don on 15 December to a match 
penalty. 

NHL: Buffalo 2 Tampa Bay O. Boston I 
PtdadetpMa 2: Baida D Washington 4: New 
Jersey 6 5t Louis 2: New Wvk Rangers 0 
Carolina I; Ottawa 3 Montreal 1; Dallas 5 
Toronto 1 : Nashville 5 Detroit 3: Chicago 
A Phoeni* 3; San Jose 5 Edmonton 3: Van- 
couver 5 Calgary 2: Detroit 2 Phoenix 6: 
New Ytxk Islanders 3 St Louis 3 (orj: Pitts- 
burgh O Los Angeles 3; Calgary 3 Vancou- 
ver 5 : Colorado 0 Anaheim I. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

The Welsh international forward 
Mark Pterrett has signed for the First 
Division club Oldham after beine re- 
leased by the Super League ade Hal- 
ifax Blue Sox. 

SPEEDWAY 

Wolverhampton Wolves have signed 
the World Under-21 finalist Nick) 


Chinese Football Association 
told the newspaper 

CFA rules require proof, in 
the form of receipts, for all ax- 
penditure by the clubs, but 
every club turned in false re- 
ceipts to cover up their real fig- 
ures, claimed the official. 

The former Dutch interna- 
tional Jan Everse has been 
named as the new coach of 
Dutch First Division side Spar- 
ta Rotterdam, replacing Hans 
van der Zee. 

Morocco's World Cup strik- 
er Mustapha Hadji, who came 
to the world's attention with 
some fine performances this 
summer in France, has been 
named African Footballer of 
the Year. 

The poll, run by African 
FbotbaH Magazine, saw Leeds’ 
South African captain Lucas 
Radebe finish seventh in the 
voting. 


Pedersen, of Denmark. Pedersen 
topped the Premier League averages 
on his debut season last year. 

SUMO 

The yokozuna (grand champion) 
Akebono will sit out next month’s 
Grand Sumo tournament to recov- 
er from a hernia. Akebono returned 
on Thursday from Hawaii, where he 
was efiagnased with a hemla and was 
cold it needs another six weeks to 
heaL The New Vbar Grand Sumo bout 
in Tokyo will be Akebonp’s second 
missed tournament in a now. He sat 
out the Kyushu Grand Sumo Tour- 
nament In November because of the 
same injury. Akebono. formerly 
Chad Rowan of Hawaii. Is the first 
foreign wrestler to reach the rank 
of yokozuna. sumo's top position. 

TENNIS 

Japan’s Takao Suzuki and South Ko- 
rea's Sung-Hee Park were named as 
the Asian wildcards for next month s 
Australian Open at Melbourne 


NBA may 
end season 
in January 


BASKETBALL 


THE national Basketball As- 
sociation in the United States 
is ready to cancel the season on 
7 January if no agreement is 
reached with the players over 
the 17-day labour dispute. 

The NBA deputy commis- 
sioner, Russ Granik. has de- 
clared the League would 
recommend to their Board of 
Governors it should vote to 
ca n cel the season on 7 January. 

However, he also said he ex- 
pects to meet again with the 
Players' Association before 
then. It is the first definitive 
“take it or leave it" date an- 
nounced by the League. NBA 
commissioner David Stem had 
avoided mentioning a definitive 
date, claiming it would hamper 
negotiations and, without an 
agreement, the season would 
cancel itself. Some players have 
indicated they are ready to 
agree to the owners’ latest offer 


Two Birmingham 
players get the b 



THE TRAUMA continues at 
Birmingham Bullets where 
coach Mike Finger sacked two 
of his players on Christmas 
Eve, just a week after the Bas- 
ketball League took control of 
the club from its' former owner 
Harry WrublewskL Bullets go 
into tomorrow's Budweiser 
League game against Leicester 
City Riders at the NEC without 
American Chuck Gutter and the 

former England International 
Mark Considine. 

Finger said: “I want the 
team to win more than any- 
thing, but I'm not going to have 
anyone on my side who is not 
100 per cent committed to the 
Bullets. There have been times 
this season when we looked as 
though we lacked heart on 
court The majority of the play- 
ers know how much this club 
means to its fans and feel just 
as committed themselves. I 
needed to make sure we are all 
of that mind. When you are in 


By Richard Taylor 

a tight situation that can mean 
the difference between a win 
and a loss." 

Last season Birmingham 
were league runners-up and 
went on to win the play-offs at 
Wembley, but this season they 
are only fifth after nine wins and 
seven defeats. 

Uncertainty over the club's 
future ended last week when 
Mr Wrublewski announced his 
imm inent return to Australia. 
The League will handle dub af- 
fairs until a new owner is found 
for the franchise, one of the 
most financially stable, best 
supported and attractive in the 
league. 

Finger said: “The new board 
have given me the go-ahead to 
look for replacements, and I 
want guys who can prove to me 
they have enough heart and 
commitment to call themselves 
a Birmingham Bullet” 


Another player with an un- 
welcome Christmas surprise 
was Brad Wedel. who was 
ditched by Edinburgh Rocks to 
make way for American 
Michael New, who previously 
played for coach Jim Brandon 
at Manchester Giants. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


864 


The ii und er a\ st’inW 
feet ball 5,1 mrs played by 
Stenlii'U i fin :i i r "i 42 • v«m r- 
olj central defender 
G raeme Armsiro iig . 

<za5u unrig he nans io>ia\ ’< 
Scottish League Third 
Division •’time against F.ast 
Stirlingshire. It mil be a 
British record lor an 
outfield player, eclipsing ike 
mark set by the f. timer 
Scottish rnft»rij«j,’it>Ki?/ 
Tommy Hu relit son 


WEDNESDAY’S LOTTERY UPDATE. 


Total Sales: 

£30.084,118. Prize Fund: £1 

3.537.853 [45% of tic 

ket sales). 

Match 6 (Jackoot) 


£1.030.840 

£4.123.360 

1 Match 5 plus bonus ball 

17 

£74.630 

£1.268.710 1 

Match S 

75.2 1 

£1.054 

£792.606 1 

Match a 

33.227 

£52 

£1.727.804 

Match 3 

560.831 1 

£10 

£3.608.310 

TOTALS 

594,831 i 


£13.520.792 i 


O Canwict Group pic . Pljwrs musl Be 16 im over. 


BwaMCf lp»«es rounded doom to neAievt 11 L 17 061 
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THE NATIONAL LOTTERY" 


Maybe, Just maybe. 
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Shayler: I’m no 
‘smog chomper’ 


. MIDDLESBROUGH PAN 

i 1A and former ML5 agent 
" ™ .J David Sb^yier has ad- 
mined that it was only 
Boro's capacity for 
“snatching defeat from due jaws of 
victory,’’ and “good old fashioned su- 
perstition" which prevented him 
from wearing a Boro shirt at his court 
hearing in France recently, when he 
successfully fought the British Gov- 
ernment's plea for bis extradition. 

His plan was to bear off his outer 
shirt, Superman style to reveal a 
Boro away top (“I was playing away 
from home"; upon hearing the 
court's verdict, but changed his 
mind at the last moment 
Had it followed last week's un- 
scheduled win by Bryan Robson's 
side at Old Trafford he might have 
thought differently. 

Instead he wore the top when re- 
leased from La Sante prison as a 
way of thanking those fens who had 
supported him throughout his or- 
deal. He was, though, somewhat 
irked by a letter he received while 
in prison from the Independent 
Manchester United Supporters As- 
sociation , who had heard he was a 
“smog chomper”. 

“They even had the cheek to ask 
me if I was a J ohnny -cu m-lately- 
glory. seeking Boro fen because I 
haven't got a Teeside accent,” he 
said. “Imagine that, being accused 
of being a glory-seeker by a Man 
Utd fen. I think that shocked me 
more than my arrest, imprisonment 
and subsequent release put to- 
gether." 

CLUTCHING A piece of 

H L \ paper in his hand, 
" J Neville Chamberlain 
promised anything but 
“peace for our time" for 
the poor opposition defenders of 
the Hanley and District League last 
week. The former Stoke winger- 
cum-strikec now player-joint man- 
ager of Birches Head Gardeners, 
was holding the freshly-signed reg- 
istration form of his brothez; Marie, 
whose pace once dazzled the great 
Brazilians themselves. As come- 
do wns go, the Maracana stadium to 
a recreation pitch in the Pbtteries is 
a drop of beaven-to-earth propor- 
tions, but the Chamberlains - Neville 
is 38, Mark 37 - are just happy to be 
reunited for the first time since 
they were players together at the old 
Victoria Ground 15 years ago. 


SHOULD PAOLO Di 
! ▲ \ Canio’s strained rda- 
f ^ J tions hip with Sheffield 
Wednesday and English 
football in general lead, as 
expected, to a move abroad he could 
do worse than consider Brazil. Not 
onjy would bis flair be appreciated 
in the home of the beautiful game but 
so, too, would bis not-so-beautiEul 
temperament, because in Brazil it’s 
not just referees who get assaulted 
but also pfeyers - by referees. 

In a recent tense championship 
quarter-final between Corinthians 
and Grexnio, most of the rough 
stuff came from the referee. Mar- 
do Rezende de Freitas. He shout- 
ed and argued with players and 
when two of them clashed he liter- 


A touching festive message 
from Pompey fens to their 
Saints counterparts 

** Jingle Bells, 
Jingle Bells, 
Scum can^o to hell, 
^*&ii what fun 
it'll be to win. 




Next season 

I 

at The Dell 1 
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; V. .i~ ' / Tune: Jingle Bells 


ally collared the pair of them, yank- 
ing them towards him by the scruff 
of their shirts. And when a third 
player approached, he saw him off 
with a Di Canio-style shove in the 
chest Come to think of it a dose of 
his own medicine might do the er- 
rant Italian some good. 

GIANT KILLERS they 
| \ may be. but Conference 

* w . dub Rushden & Dia- 

monds have dedded 
they may be better off 
with a Goliath on their side if they 
are to defeat David next Saturday 
in their dassic FA Cup third round 
encounter with David O'Leary’s 
Leeds United. Hence the decision 
to sign 6ft Tin American Ian Jfeuer 
following injuries to their two first- 
choice keepers. Furthermore, he is 
this young dub’s first internation- 


al signing, his “19 minutes of feme” 
coming against Morocco in 
Casablanca six years ago. Fbuez; 
who has had past spells with Wtest 
Ham, Luton and Peterborough, is 
the latest in a long line of American 
goalkeepers to come to these 
shores - a case perhaps, of many 
are called, fteuer are chosen. 


***=*. DESPITE WIDESPREAD 

| objections towards the 

f “ J appointment of the un- 
tried David Platt as 
“coach" of Sampdoria, not 
everyone has been critical of his se- 
lection. The former England coach 
Don Howe is in no doubt that Piatt 
possesses the right credentials to 
be a success. He also points out that 
his old playmate Bobby Robson 

has gone on record several times as 
saying that he wished he bad man- 
aged abroad before managing in 
England As for coming in at the top, 
David O'Leary said only last week 
that he thought there was nothing 
to be gained by starting at the bot- 
tom. and would, no doubt, endorse 
the former Highbury man’s ap- 
pointment Particularly if Platt takes 
Lee Sharpe off his bands. 

STEPPING UP from the 
| dressing room to the 

Z W J! manager’s office has 
always been one of foot- 
ball's trickier career 
moves, but David O'Leary seems to 
have negotiated it less awkwardly 
Plan most since succeeding George 
Graham as Leeds manager last 
month. No longer “one of the lads”, 
he is now afforded proper respect 
by players like Dutch striker Jimmy 
Floyd Hasselbaink, who has ceased 
to call him “Paddy”. Instead he now 
calls him “Paddy Gaffer”. 

CHELSEA'S LAST Cham- 
| ^ ^ pionship success may 
f " J have been as long ago 
as 1954-55 but it would 
be a mistake to suggest 
that they therefore don’t know what 
it takes to win one. No fewer than 
nine of the current first-team squad 
have won championships in other 
countries, and there is a tenth in the 
reserves. Who are they and what 
teams were they titiists with? The 
first all-correct answer to be sent or 
taxed <0171 293 2894) wins a bottle 
of something festive. Answer next 
week. Merry Christmas, one and all 
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COULD THIS possibly be the Best footballing Santa Claus ever (above) asking a young Michael 
Owen; “Are you sure you want a pair of football boots for Christmas, sonny? Wouldn’t you rather 
have a six-pack of strong lager and a little black book lull of beauty queens’ names? I know a thing 
or two about football genius, and that’s what you’ re after ” By George, it most certainly isn’t First- 
ly. Liverpool’s Wunderkind wasn't bom until 1979. a good few years after the picture was taken. 
Secondly, no-one can imagine George Best (today, left) ever recommending just the one six-pack 
And thirdly the youngster on Santa's knee is actually Cal am. his son. 


The price is right 


A GOAL away from 
more glory last 
• ^ ' week, but there’s 
plenty of ammo left in 
the locker. Manches- 
ter United have two hopes (Bob 
Hope and no hope) of beating In- 
temaaonale in toe European Cup. 
but hapless Nottingham Forest 
are more their cup of tea and the 
Red Devils and Wimbledon 
(home to doomed Chariton) can 
provide the linchpins for some 


four-timers. Sick of forecasting toe 
home win. draw, or away win out- 
come of live games only to do our 
dough when correct scores and 
first goals corers elude us. The 
Price Is Right is henceforth tak- 
ing advantage of toe single bet fa- 
cility So get on Aston Villa to beat 
Blackburn in tonight's sell-your- 
soul-for-a-sateliite-dish clash on 
MurckxfoviskxL And Arsenal, with 
a full strength squad again, are 
worth a title Sutter. 


THE SWEEPER’S BOXING DAY BANKERS 


■ UBERO WAGERS 

(T5 x £1 four timers with William Hill): 
Coventry to draw with Tottenham 
(IT-5); Everton to draw with Derby 
(9-4): Manchester United to beat Not- 
tingham Forest (2-5); Newcastle to few 
with Leeds (9-4); Sheffield Wednesday 
to draw with Leicester (9-4); Wim- 
bledon to beat Chariton (8-1 1 J. 

| BOXING DAY SKY MATCH 
Blackburn v Aston Villa 


Aston Villa (£2 at 5-4. William Hill fi 
Stanley). 

■ ANTE-POST ACTION 
Arsenal to win Premiership (£3 at 
5-1, Coral & William Hill.) 

ORIGINAL BANK: El 00. 

TODAY'S BETS: £2 1 .80 (including 
£1.80 tax paid on). 


Goalposts Of 
Christmas past 


Five famous matches played on 25 December 


CHRISTMAS DAY 1894 

Bolton beat Liverpool 1 -O. a defeat that helped send 
Liverpool down to the Second Division come 1 895. 


CHRISTMAS DAY 1912 

Manchester United won 4-1 at Chelsea. United fin- 
ished the season fourth, and the Blues 1 8th oF 20. 


CHRISTMAS DAY 1914 

English and German soldiers stopped fighting the 
First World War to play football in no man's lands. 
It cannot be confirmed the Germans won on penal- 
ties. but recent history suggests they probably did. 


CHRI5TMAS DAY 1946 

Barnsley drew 4-4 with Southampton at Barns- 
ley. 5ome claim it was the last excitement either 
side has given their fans over a festive period. They 
drew again the next day, 1-1, in Southampton. 


CHRISTMAS DAY 1959 

Blackburn won 1 -0 at home to Blackpool in 1 959, 
the last year Football was routinely played on Christ- 
mas Day at the highest level in England. 
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Father Christmas 


GSS Nuuk 

Chief Yuletide gjft-giver, northern hemisphere 
“GSS Nuuk my local team in Greenland, are hop- 
ing to play in toe Greenland Champions’ League next 
season, providing their squad are old enough. Most 
of the team are children - although they’re still big- 
ger than Liverpool’s back three -but they still have 
a popular following. We rarely have any crowd trou- 
ble, although there was a nasty incident last season 
when some visiting Innuit fens had a bit of a run-in 
with a couple of my reindeer outside toe ground in 
a dispute over who had the reddest hootec” 


IN T’NET 


Found on the Web: Quotes from 1998 and before 
"To play Holland, you have to play the Dutch." 

- Ruud Gullit talks sexy footballs. 

“England now have three fresh men, with three 
fresh legs.” - Jimmy Hill talks maths. 

“There’s Bergkamp standing on the halfway line, 
with his hands on his hips, flailing his arms about" 

- John Scales talks about toe Netherlands’ octopus. 
“(Phil Neville] was treading on dangerous water 
there.” - Ron Atkinson talks mixed metaphors. 
“The Croatians don’t play well without the ball." 

- Barry “The Hair' Venison talks tactics. 
http://www.geocities.com/SouthBeach/PaI 
ms/6687/pundits.htmI 

Seen but not 
bought 


NEWCASTLE UNITED'S Premier Collection Xmas 
Hamper (price £205.00, what a bargain) has all 
manner of NUFC booze, tea bags and other stuff 
in it not to mention some lumps of WensJeydale 
cheese. For the devoted Magpie, however, a bet- 
ter bet might be a pack of 24 NUFC Christmas 
cards, bearing such wildly amusing slogans as 
“Ha 'way in a manger" and “Santa is a Geordie," 
Bury now for next yean Or not. 


They’re Not 
all Dennis 
Bergkamp ^ 


Unsung foreign 
legionnaires No 19 
LARUS 

SIGURDSSON: jjY 

The 25-year-old Aft 

Icelandic 

international wr 

central defender 
joined Stoke in 1994 from Thor 
after a former Potters player, 

Toddy Oriygsson (his cousin) had 
recommended him. After a 
somewhat shaky start, he became 
a first team regular and a steady 
performer. Powerful in the air. 
quick and said to be a good reader 
of the game, he was an ever-present 
in the side in the 1995-96 season, 
missed only one game in the 
1996-97 season and only two last 
season. ‘Lari', as he's known to his 
team mates, has won 15 full 
international caps. 


Elton John’s uncle was all Dwight by me 





in THE secure, cosy carapace 
that is our modem existence we 
look to football to provide us 
with life on toe edge. There is 
no football welfare state to pro- 
tect the weak, the careless or 
the merely unfortunate. To toe 
victor, all the spoils of con- 
quest, to the defeated only de- 
spair desperation and utter 
failure. Never were the highs or 
lows of the game felt more 
vividly than in just 23 minutes 
in the life of one player 40 sea- 
sons ago. 

When Roy Dwight walked 
out onto the sun-drenched 
Wembley turf with his Notting- 
ham Fbrest team mates to face 
Luton Tbwn in toe 1959 FA 
Cup final he must have be- 
lieved that he had tasted al- 
ready toe extremes of human 
experience. Just four months 
previously the Reds bad en- 
dured the most humiliating of 
defeats at the hands of Tooting 


and Mitcham. Fbreed to play on 
a treacherous, frost-rutted sur- 
face on which no modem ref- 
eree would tread, even to 
perform the most cursory of 
pitch inspections, Forest were 
2-0 down and staring ignominy 
between the eyes. Ravenous 
journalists were turning over in 
their minds toe headlines that 
would announce the cup upset 
of the decade. However, a fece- 
saving draw was achieved and 
the replay duly won. Now 
100,000 joyous voices welcomed 
the players onto the ultimate 
field of dreams. 

Nine minutes into a game 
whose early stages Fbrest had 
dominated Stewart Imlach 
pulled back toe ball and Roy 
Dwight volleyed a thunderous 
toot into toe roof of toe net The 
Fbrest end of toe ground erupt- 
ed. A 12-year-old watching my 
first “away" game, I remained 
silent The whole Wembley ex- 


FAN'S EYE 
VIEW 

ROY DWIGHT 

By Stephen Shaw 


perience had been just too 
much to take in. My mind sim- 
ply could not accept the fact 
that Fbrest were winning. The 
goal had to be disallowed. Why 
were all of these fools cheering? 
Could they not understand that 
there must have been a foul or 
an offside flag. Even the play- 
ers were celebrating. Were they 
mad? Slowly, toe truth dawned 
and I exploded like a delayed- 
action bomb. What Roy Dwight 
must have felt at that moment 


is beyond comprehension. Five 
minutes later and Tommy Wil- 
son added a second. Forest 
were coasting. Oh dear, some- 
one went down injured. Who 
was it? It seemed to be Roy 
Dwight Then he was getting 
up, thank God Now who was in- 
jured this time? It was Roy 
Dwight again. They were bring- 
ing on toe stretcher Just 32 
minutes gone and Dwight's 
game was over his leg broken. 
What depths of despair he must 
have brawled as he was taken 
to hospital, leaving his col- 
leagues to scrap it out to de- 
fence of their lead for another 
hour. Later, as he watched 
them parading toe cup around 
the stadium from his hospital 
bed he must have been able to 
put “mixed feelings” into a new 
realm. 

My abiding memory of Roy 
Dwight, however, is not of that 
day of triumph at Vfembley, 


Early the following season I was 
waiting outside the changing 
room in the pursuit of auto- 
graphs. The last one to emerge 
was known to be rather difficult. 
He pushed past us, met his wife 
and strode out of the ground. 
Wie followed at a discrete dis- 
tance. As luck would have it be 
boarded the same corporation 
bus as us. Eventually a brave 
soul crept forward and asked 
for his autograph. 

“No, son," the player 
snapped. Two points reflect the 
gulf that separates toe modern 
game from that of yesteryear. 
Firstly if being asked to sign an 
autograph after a game was an 
unwelcome intrusion into that 
player’s privacy, then what 
would he have made of toe 
sort of media attention the 
likes of Paul Gascoigne en- 
dure? Secondly, can we imag- 
ine a Premiership footballer 
going home by bus? 


Half an hour before this in- 
cident occurred Roy Dwight 
had emerged from the chang- 
ing room, stOi using his post- 
Wembley crutch. Immediately 
be was mobbed by young fans. 
Spotting his plight, a policeman 
moved in. He sensed that he 
was not needed 

"Alright, Roy?” he asked 
“Flne, H our hero replied as be 
set about our autograph books. 
What a playec and whata great 
bloke. Today's footballer is as 
big a celebrity as the greatest 
pop star. Four decades ago that 
was not toe case. Even Roy 
Dwight's greatest admirer 
would agree that he was not as 
big a name worldwide as his 
nephew although young Reg 
Dwight had to change his name 
before he found feme in the 
world of popular music. In Not- 
tingham, howevec older folk will 
still ask “Elton John! Isn't he 
Roy Dwight's nephew? 


Quotes of 
The Week 

It is absolutely ridiculous and monevfor odSn laugh - 
see toe playera' attitudes - 

around the pitch! y “ d 
Elton John, Watford chairman. 

When you’re inside an ambulance with a ours* 

GrahZ Tajlon “ “* *■*■» Le^e. 

hospital with a“hroa t a tec^ e ' Se0<5, ‘ riP *° 

he would Sy mo ut ^ et f ° r 8 <*"■ 
Middlesbrough captain wV b ? ana 
requirements of his team-matTSta 

I just wanted to be able to fait c™,, i l 

!j l °' 1 !, 8ive a monkey* how we did it 

after the I 
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Festive feats and feasts of goals 
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Boxing Days 
down the 
years have 
regularly 
served up 
healthy 
helpings of 
enjoyment. 
By Steve 
Tongue 


1935 
Tra n mere 
Oldham 


FOR MANY years tradition dic- 
tated that teams played each 
other twice at Christmas, gen- 
erally (until Christmas Day 
football finished in the late- 
1950s) on the 25th and 26th. 
Whether or not winning teams 
tended to overdo the celebra- 
tions. there were some extra- 
■ jdmaiy reversals in the two 
j^ffnes, including this one. 

Having beaten Tranmere, 
who were top of the table. 4-1 the 
previous day Oldham must have 
arrived at Prenton Park for their 
Third Division North game full 
of good cheer Whatever else 
they were full o£ Thanmere took 
advantage by scoring six times 



TODAY 


FOOTBALL 

3.0 unless stated 

FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

1 A/senalv West Ham (13.0) 

Blackburn v Aston VUta (6.0) 

2 Coventry v 'foaeraiarn 

3 Evert on v Derby 

A Manchester Ueri v Noam Forest ... 

* WdoiesKrwig)) v Liverpool 

6 Newcastle v iwm ... 

7Sr>efhel0Wed«/lretester 

8 Southampton v Chelsea (l 2.0) 

9 Wimbwdon v Charlton 

NATtONWDE LEAGUE 

msr dmsktn 

10 Birtrwigham v Sheffield Utd 

1 1 Boiicw • Bradford Ory (1 .0) 

12 Crewe v Bury 

1 3 Huddersfield v Grimsby 

1 A Ipswich v Ftortsmouth 

1 5 Onlord Utd v Crystal Palate. 

16 OPR v Norwich (12.0). 

17 Stockport v Barndey (1.0) 

1 8 Swindon v WDftfc. _ . . 

19 Tranmere v Sunderland . . . 

“ « Bristol Otyd 2.0) - 

21 WVte»omw«r*ftxtV0le (I.Ol ... 

SECOM) DIVISION 

22 BtatefMtrf v Wigan (1.0) _ 

73 Bristol Rarer* « GHWgnam 

2A Chesterfield v oJcfeyn 

25 Fulham v Colchester (12 0) - 

26 Untom ary v Matttesfleid... 

« Luton v Reading in m „ . 

If J^J* Boumen w u *(»2 0) 

- 

31 Walsall y Wyromty. ! ' 

!’i 

.. o. 1?“® WVISON 
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Roendate » Carfete 

ViinihorpevHanJeflool" 

Alh.hn a moek*»2^ en -- 
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Oldham 

3 ^ , 

Manchester 

Utd 6 


Roy Bailey, the Ipswich goalkeeper, saves a shot from Graham Leggat against Fulham in 1963. However, Gary’s dad let in 10 goals that Boxing Day Monte Fresco 


in the first 20 minutes. Bunny 
Bell (pictured), the centre-for- 
ward who would later follow 
Dixie Dean across the Mersey 
to Everton, claimed three of 
those and added two more be- 
fore half-time at which stage the 
visitors staggered back to the 
dressing-room 8-1 down. 

The home side reached dou- 
ble figures before Oldham got 
’■ ‘^second and at 11-4 there 
• were fully 20 minutes left. But 
there was no further scoring 
until the last two minutes, when 
Bell having missed a penalty, 
defied the ankle-deep mud by 
striking twice more to set a new 
individual record of nine in a 
match. Bizarrely, that stood for 
only four months, Luton Itawris 
Joe Payne switching from 
wing-haif to score 10 against 
Bristol Rovers in his first senior 
a centre-forward. 

ThLrxmere failed to gain pro- 
motion and finished only four 
places above Oldham. The 
missed penalty prevented Ban- 
mere standing alone as the 
only side to score 14 in a 
League match, but the match- 
aggregate of 17 goals stands to 
this day. 

Tranmere: Bell 9. Unnson. MacDonald. 
Woodward 2. OkQiam: Wfalsh 2. Davis. 
Brunsklli. Attendance! 12,000. 


26 DECEMBER 1963 was the 
day it rained goals, with 66 
scored in 10 First Division 
games. 

Ipswich Town's epicurean 
chairman. John Cobbold, had 
a characteristic explanation 
for the result at Craven Cot- 
tage: “Only our goalkeeper 
was sober!" 

Roy Bailey, whose son Gary 
would later play in goal for 
Manchester United, was the 
unfortunate man betwen the 
sticks on this occasion, against 
a Fulham side that was also 
near the bottom, but had play- 
ers of the -quality of Johnny 
Haynes, Bobby Robson, Alan 
Mullery and the England full- 
backs George Cohen and Jim 
Langley. 

It was a Scot who did most 
of the damage, Graham Leg- 
gat recording the quickest 
ever hat-trick at this level in 


the space of three minutes, 
and later adding a fourth. 
Three goals also came from 
possibly the least heralded 
member of the side, a left- 
winger called Bobby Howfield, 
who was in his only season 
with the club. 

The sequel was as unex- 
pected as the result, even by 
the unpredictable standard of 
these two dubs. Teams still 
played each other twice over 
Christmas and in the return at 
Portman Road 48 hours later, 
Ipswich won 4-2. 

Champions only 19 months 
earlier, their ageing side were 
nevertheless on the way to rel- 
egation. They eventually con- 
ceded 121 goals in 42 games, 
which induded losing 9-1 at 
Stoke and 7-2 at home to Man- 
chester United. 

fxdhren: Leggat A. Howfield 3. Cook. 
Mullery. Robson. I ps retch: Baker. At- 
tendance: 19.37A. 


WITH THE score level at l-l 
after almost half-an-hour's play, 
and Johnny “Budgie” Byrne 
having just hit the bar West 
Ham followers had no reason to 
believe that a Cockney Christ- 
mas was about to be ruined by 
the dub's worst-ever home de- 
feat 

Byrne had equalised an 
early goal by Fred Pickering, 
but thereafter Blackburn's 
tricky little England winger; 
Bryan Douglas, ran amok in the 
mud. By half-time he had 
scored one goal and laid on two 
others, for Andy McEvoy and 
Mike Ferguson. In the second 
hall goalkeeper Jim Standen 
and a defence including Bobby 
Moore were beaten four times 
more as McEvoy and Pickering 
both completed hat-tricks be- 
fore Byrne scored his second. 

After the game West Ham's 
manager Ron Greenwood de- 


liberately stayed away from 
the dressing-room, going to his 
office instead to write out a 
team for the return match. He 
initially made nine changes, 
then eventually decided on just 
one, replacing Martin Peters 
with the more combative Eddie 
Bovin gton. In the second game. 
Douglas was curbed and goals 
by Byrne (2) and Geoff Hurst 
gave the London side enjoyable 
and unexpected revenge. 

The only unhappy Eastender 
was Peters, unable to reclaim 
his place for the rest of a sea- 
son that took West Ham all the 
way to Wembley and victory 
over Preston in the FA Cup 

final. 

Blackburn slipped to sev- 
enth, despite scoring 89 League 
goals, 32 of them by the Irish in- 
ternational McEvoy. 

HfeK Ham; Byrne 2 Blackburn: Picker- 
ing 3,McEvciy 3. Douglas. Ferguson. At- 
tendance: 20.500. 


EVENTFUL ENOUGH in itself, 
this game was even more sig- 
nificant for what followed two 
days later - the sacking of Wilf 
MoGuinness as United's man- 
ager. Promoted to take on the 
daunting, if not impossible, task 
of succeeding Sir Matt Busby, 
the likeable McGuinness had a 
reasonable first season in 
which United finished eighth 
and reached the semi-final of 
both domestic cups. The second 
one was harder, even with 
Charlton, Law and Best still 
playing regularly. 

They went to the Baseball 
Ground in danger of slipping 
into a relegation struggle, on 
the back of embarrassing home 
defeats by Manchester City 
(4-1) and Arsenal (3-1, in front 
of only 33.000), foDowed by a 
League Cup semi-final defeat 
against Aston Villa, then in the 
Third Division. 


Derby were not yet at their 
peak, but had the nucleus of the 
following year’s championship 
side in players like McFarland, 
Gemmill Durban, O'Hare and 
Hector. So on the face of it an 
away draw, after trailing 2-0 at 
the interval did not look a bad 
result. United came back 
strongly to enthral a crowd 
close to capacity and earned a 
useful point with goals by Brian 
Kidd, Best and Law (2). 

McGuinness was therefore 
shattered to be called into 
Busby’s office the following 
day and told: “The directors 
have asked me to take charge 
again." The team improved 
considerably to finish eighth 
once more: McGuinness re- 
verted briefly to his old job 
with the reserves, then went to 
Greece, where his hair fell out. 

Derby: Mackay. Hector. Wlgnall. Gemmill. 
Manchester Uttfc Kidd, Best. Law 2. At- 
tendance: 34.06B. 


TWENTY-ONE years on. United 
finally appeared to hare anoth- 
er manager capable of winning 
the League championship. A 
free-wheeling victory up the 
road at Boundary Park in a raid- 
day kick-off took Alex Fergu- 
son's team to the top of the table. 

It was a huge game for Joe 
Royle’s Oldham, playing in the 
top division for the first time in 
their history and cramming al- 
most 19,000 into their ground. 
They saw United take a 2-0 lead 
at half-time, with their former 
full-back Denis Irwin (pictured) 
among the scorers. Graham 
Sharp halved the deficit but as 
a rousing second half wore on, 
Irwin scored again, and with 
Andrei Kancbelskis. Brian Mc- 
Clair (2) and Ryan Giggs ia sub- 
stitute for Bryan Robson) also 
contributing. United led 4-1 
and 5-2 before finishing com- 
fortable winners. 

When United drew l-l at 
Elland Road three days later, 
they were two points ahead of 
Leeds, having played two 
games fewer, and were there- 
fore strongly fancied to take the 
title after a 25-year wait. 

Winning away to Leeds in 
the FA Cup and the League 
Cup should have provided a 
further psychological boost 
and with four games to go 
United were still favourites. 
They then contrived to lose at 
home to Nottingham Forest 
and at West Ham and away to 
Liverpool while a certain Eric 
Cantona inspired Leeds to 




Andy McEvoy scores for Blackburn at West Ham in 1963 (left), while David Webb plays the whole game in goal for Chelsea v Ipswich in 1971 


Monte Fresco: PA 


three wins in four games and 
the championship. It had 
seemed a highly unlikely out- 
come on Boxing Day. 

Oldham: Sharp. Milligan. Bernard. Man- 
chester Utd: irvwln 2. Kanchelskis. Mc- 
Ciair 2, Giggs. Attendance: 18.9**7. 


1931 Manchester United suffer their 
|oint-r«ord defeat. 7-0 at Wolues in 
a Second Division game. 

1952 18-year-old England youth In- 
ternational Johnny Haynes makes his 
League debut for Fulham ac home to 
Southampton. 

1954 Chelsea's 1-0 defeat at Arsenal 
leaves them fifth in the table. Out they 
eventually win the championship for the 
only rime - so far. 

1962 Oldham beat Southport 11 -0 in 
the Fourth Division, scoring nine times 
In 42 minuces. with six from centre- 
forward Ben Lister. 

1971 Chelsea defender David We 00 
plays the whole game in goal against 
Ipswich because of injuries, and keeps 
a dean sheet. 

1979 In a critical meeting of the top 
two at An field, Liverpool beat Man- 
chester United 2-0 (Hansen, Johnson) 
and go on to win Che ride by two points. 
1983 Charlie Nicholas, who had not 
scored since August, comes good at last 
in an eventful north London derby as 
Arsenal win 4-2 at Tottenham. 

19B7 Liverpool pass Christmas un- 
beaten in 20 matches after a 3-0 win 
at Oxford (Aldridge. Barnes. McMahon). 
1997 Arsenal. 1 3 points behind Man- 
chester United in sixth place, beat 
Leicester 2-1 with Steve Walsh's own 
goal to launch an unbeaten run of 1 8 
games culminabng in the ntle. 


SCOTTISH THIRO DnnsiON 

Albion v Oueens Parti . .. ...» . ... 

BrecNn v Mom mse 

Dumbarton v Berwick .... 

Boss County v Cowdenbeath 

Stennousemutr v Cast Stirling 

FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 

Doncaster v Leek . - ... .... 

Farnbwough v Mayes 

Forest Green v ’tort 

Kettering x Hedneslord ...... 

Kidderminster * Hereford (12 30) 

toigstontanvWo»dng(i7.0). _ ............. 

Northvochv Morecambe — ............... 

Southport v Barrow ........... 

Stevenage * Rushoen ............... .... 

leUonl v Cheltenham ..... ... 

Wetftng v Dover (12.0) 

HYMAN LEAGUE Premier DhfMoo: St Al- 
bans v Bishop's Stanford (1 1.0). 
UNIBOND LEAGUE Premier DMsIok 
B amber Bridge v Lancaster Blyth Spartans 
v Gateshead 0 1 301; ChorJey v Winjford Uid; 
Coiuvyn Bay v Leigh RMI; FrttWey v Whitby; 
Gainsborough Trinity v Worksop: Gufeetey v 
Emlev Hyde v SiaNbrWge: Maine v Ac- 
crington Stanley: Runcorn v Altrincham; 
Spennymoor v Ben op Auckland. First DM- 
stew Alfreton v Matlock: Ashton Utd v Srocfs- 
bridge; Bradford Park Avenue v Lincoln Utd 

II of: Cdfreteton * Burscough: Ftocton v Traf- 
ford! Greet Harwood v FarSy. Grem v Whtt- 
lev Bay ll.O): Harrogate town v Eastwood 
SaLmI v eSpcr: NetherfieW v 

Droytsden; Radcllffe v WItton. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier DMskm: 

Both Gey v Salisbury: Bromsgroue v Worces- 
ter City. Burton Albion v Gresley Rovers 

I I I 30). Cambridge Cry v Roth well (l.O); 
filoicester Gty vMerdiyr Tydfil: Grantham 
v Ilkeston Town (12.0). Hastings v Crawley 
•Itt^Lym v Boston U«t Nuneamn w Ather- 
sone (12 0): Tamworth v Hale sowen To wn 
1 1 2.0): Weymouth v Dorchester Mdtod Df- 
ibloa: Bfixenali v Bkamvfch (1 . 0): On der- 

n?3§): ReddKeh v Solihull Bwwgh ( 1 2^: 

bedv Stourbridge v Moor wee« l 1 ' -Mj-Sut; 
con Coldfield v Pag** R angers. 

Wesron-super-MarevGevedon (1.0) SoaKb- 

iSwvfaS: Andover v WImey: Ashford v 

(1 2.301: Brack iavBat - 

docA; Cirencester v VUte: Erlth & Berveoere 

v Chelmsford: £ 


M(11jD): Utdehampton v Wk* (1 1 .0): Rlng- 
mer v Sal mean <119); SeKey v Pagham 

(1 1 .0): WNiehmA v Shorenam. 
SCREWF1X DIRECT UEA6UE Premier Di- 
rt sl o n: Barnstaple v Bideford; Bishop Sut- 
ton v Key ns ham (1 1 01. 8risllngton v 
Bad. well; Bristol Manor Farm v Mangotsfletd 

(1 1.0): MeJkshamvCNppenham: Odd Down 
v Pauton (11.0): Tiverton v Elmore: Wesi- 
bury v Caine Yeovfl v Brldpon. 

NORTH WESTERN TRAMS LEAGUE Hrst 
DMsfan: Atherton CoMenes v Atherton LR; 
Cheatfc v UauxhaO GM: Kldscrove v Newcastle 
Town; Maine Road v Salford. Mossiey v Glos- 
sop: Nantwich V Leek CSOB: Presccc v Boo- 
tle; Ramsboctsvn v Roseendaie: Skrtmersdale 
v St H elens. Workington v Holkei (1.0). 
NORTHERN COUNTES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier DMsfetc Arnold v ttonndracr. Derv 


' --diflErf?'--- 

0-.de wftnSr- 


Leonards , 

DMsioa: Beckenham v Crcckenhlll (1 1 3UL 
moGpogr UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE 
p,. n union- Boston Town v Holbe** 

vFeitJ Sports Northampton Spencer 

(TWf«ich v Scot/oW ( i 

ley (l 0): Stewarts & Uoyas 
IxitSugh V 1 3o\. r 

PMthnr Biuadbrtjge v EagPreston -O ^; 
ester v 

HABBmv Eastbourne Utd (l i 
Burgess Hill (1 1 01: Horsham VMCA v Red 


Sheffield. Ossett town v Sefey (1 2.0): Stave- 
ley v Pickering (12.0): ThacWey v Garforth. 
INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND AL» 
LJANCE: BarweH v Sandnrell (12 0); Hales- 
owen Harriers v Rer shore. Kmgs Norton v 
Bckbnere; Krrypersley v Bridgnorth: Ptisafl 
v Stourport: Rushall v OWbury. Shi rival v 
Chaserawn; Srapenhill v wmenhrti: Stratford 
v Rocester West MltBands Police v Vifednes- 
fidd 

JEWSON W ESSE X LEAGUE: BAT Sports 
v Totton (1 1 .0): Bemerton Heath v 
Whitchurch (12 0); Christchurch v 
Bournemouth (12.0); Cowes v East Cowes 
(«1 30): Ea5t1eudiv Hamble(1 1.01; Fareham 
v Gosport (1 1 .30): Lymlngton ti New MBton 
u Brockenhurst (1 .0): Moneyflelds v 
Portsmouth ra< (11-30): Tnatcham v New- 
bury: Wlmbome v Down ton (1.0). 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Fbse DMsfon: BedUtKton v Con- 
setc BUUngfiam Town v Blllmgham Syntho- 
rxa (11.0); Chester- le- Street v Easing ton 

(1 2.0). Gulsborough v Marske (1 1.0): New- 
casUe Blue Scat v Morpeth: Penrith v fan Law; 
Seaham v Dunsion (11.0): Shlldon v West 
Auckland: South Shields v Jatrow (11.0): 
Stockton v Crook. 

LEAGUE OF H0UE5C Abenpsxwyth v Haver- 
rordwest (2.30): Bwigor Oty v Caernarfon 
p. 30); Barry v Inter OMI Cartfiff (1 1 30); 

Carmivthen vAfan Udo (2.30F. Conwy v Rhyl 

(2.30); Holywell v Connah's Quay Nonutt 
(2 30); Newtown v Caetswe (2.30): TNS 
UansantffraM v Rhayader p JO) 

PRESS S JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEM3IE 
Brora Rangers v Wick Academy: Ctodi- 
nacuddin v Fort Wnflam; Deveromale v 

BucMe Thrsde: Rates Mechanics v Naim Coun- 
ty: Fraserburgh v Fbterhead: Hundy v Cove 
Rangers; Losaemouthv Elgin: Rothes v Kei- 
th. 

SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Premier «- 
vision: Coleraine v Ballymena. Crusaders v 

Clifuatvilfe: Gtoiawn v BprtadihwtijJ UnflekS 
v Gientoran; ChTagh v Newry Rise iXuljInn- 
Baneor v Ards: Dtetfllery v Carrlck: Lame » 
Baliyclare: Umavady v Dungannon Swifts. 
HARPNATIOHAL LEAGUE OF W HLANP 
Piwnler DMstoii: Ftan Harps v SMoRooere 
(7.30|: SheJboume v Deny Oty ( 3 15). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

FRIENDLY MATCHES: Fearnerstone v 
Cajflefwd (1 1 30): LeerlsvHalifJ* (U-30). 


RUGBY UNION 
ALLIED DUNBAR P HEM IE RS fflP ONE: 
Leteester v Bedford (3.0); RKhmond v Lon- 
don Irish (3.0). 

JEWSON NATIONAL LEAGUE Ora: Btrm- 
ihghamandScfirnJlvNottlivjiamp.lS):Hv- 
rpoee v VMtar fedate p . 1 5): Newbury v Lydney 
13.D): Otiey v Money (2.15). Leone TWo 
North: Aspaoia v Kendal |2.30). 
ANGL04BELSH FRIENDLIES: North- 
ampton v Caitiff (3.0): Swansea v Bath p-30). 
waw NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier Dt- 
vtstoa (2.30 unless stated): CaerphtOy v New- 
port: Ebbvt \aie v Aberavorc Neath v LbnHii; 
Pontypridd v Bridgend. HntDMsJon: Bbck- 
vwod v UW1C (Cardiff msdaue): Dureant v "biv 
du: Llandovery v Cross Keys; Pontypool v 
Bonynuen; Rumneyv South Wales ftJhce. Tre- 
degar u Merthyr. Treorchy v Maesteg. 

BANK OF SCOTLAND BORDER LEAGUE: 
Gaia v Mdrosc (2 01: H a w f ck v Peebles (2.0j. 
Jed- Forest v Kelso (2 0). 

BASKETBALL 
UNI-BALL TROPHY Gre^p A: Manchester 
Giants v Thames valley Tigers |7 01. 

ICE HOCKEY 
SENONOA SUPERLEAGUE: Nottingham 
ftnthers vCanSff Devfis (3.0); Sieffleld Sted- 
ers v Manchester Storm (3.0): Newcastle 
fouertdrtgs v Ayr Scottish Eagles (6.30) 

TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL 

SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

Dundee v Celtic (6.05) - 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
SECOND DltnSION 

East Fife v Inverness CT (1 .A5) — 

Queen of the South v LMngston t3 0) 
HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 
MELA19D Premier DMdsn: Bohemians v 
Shamcck Rovos (3 . 1 5| : Dtn&flt v Bray Vtsi- 
derers (3 15): UC Dublin v Sr Patrick's AU»- 
lenc (3.15): Waterford v Cork Ot y (2.30). 

RUGBY UNION 

A11MH DUNBAR PREMIERSHIP ONE: 
Harlequins v Sate (3.0): Newcastle v West 
Haruepool (3.0): Saracens v London Scottuh 
(3. 1 5); Wasps v Ooucesrer (3.0). 

JEMSON NATIONAL LEAGUE IWo North: 
New Brighton v Preston Grasshoppers 
g.15). IMnn in gtcn PartvSedgiev Fark (230). 
tWoSeuihe Barking vTabatU (2 1 SI; Eshet 
v MetiopoUian PoHee (3.0). 

ICE HOCKEY 

SXONSASUPEIBEAGUE: Ayr ScotbSh Ea- 
gles v No u fc i g h am Panthers (6 JO): Brack- 
nell Bees v Sheffield Steeters (6.0): Cardiff 
Devils v Newcastle Rrveridngs (6 0): London 
Knights v Manchester Storm (6 0). 

BASKETBALL 


Thames Valley Tigers 15.0): Newcastle Eagles 
v Worthing Bears (5.30). 

UNI-BALL TROPHY Groop A: Sheffield 
Sharks v Manchester Giants l«.0). 

MONDAY 


FOOTBALL 

3.0 unless stated; Pools coupon and 
cither League matches only 
R\ CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

1 Aston Villa v Sheffield Wednesday 

2 Charlton v Arsenal 

3 Derby v Middlesbrough 

* Leicester v Blackburn (7.45) 

5 Liverpool v Newcastle 

6 Nornn Forest v Southampton 

7 Tottenham v Everton 

8 West Ham v Coventry 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

FIRST DIVISION 

9 Barnsley v OPR 

10 Bradford City v Tranmere 

11 Bristol Oty v Swindon (12.0) 

12 Bury v Birmingham 

13 Crystal folate v West Bromwich 

1h Gnireby v Stockport 

15 Port Vale v Bolton (12 0) 

16 Portsmouth v Oxford Utd 

17 Sheffield Utd v Huddersfield 

1 8 Sunderland v Crewe 

19 Wolves v Ipswich (1.0) 

SECOND DIVISION 

20 Bournemouth v Luton 

21 Burnley v Lincoln Oty 

22 Colchester v Bristol Rovers (1.0) 

23 Macclesfield v Blackpool 

26 Manchester Oty v Stoke 

25 Northampton v Fulham 

26 Oldham v Stork 

27 Preston v Wrexham 

28 Reatkng v Notts County 

29 Wigan v Walsall.. 

30 Wycombe v Chesterfield 

THIRD DIVISION 

31 Brentford v Cart* ff 

32 Carlisle v Cambridge Utd 

33 Chester v Mansfield 

34 Darlington v Leyton Orient 

35 Hartlepool v Rochdale 

36 Peterborough v Brighton 

37 Plymouth v Exeter 

38 Rotherham v Halifax (12 0) 

39 Scarborough v Scunthorpe 

40 Shrewsbury v Hull 

41 Swansea v Barnet 

42 Torquay v Southend 

FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 

43 Barrow v Nortfwvith 

44 Dover v Kingston an 

45 Forest Green v Hereford . 

46 Hayes v Welling 

47 Hednsford v Doncaster . 

48 KddenTVAster v Cheirennam — 

49 Leek V Telford 

Morecambe v Southport , 

Rushden v Woktng 

Stevenage v Kettering (7.4S| 

Yeovil v Fa m i>o rough 


Mayhem at Merthyr 
as money runs out 


A DESPERATE financial pre- 
dicament and a long-running 
struggle for ownership have 
combined to ensure that there 
has been little to celebrate this 
Christmas at Merthyr Tydfil 
Football Club. 

The south Wales outfit, who 
have in the past enjoyed the 
fame and fortune of European 
competition, are in danger of 
going out of business. This week 

supporters of the aptly-nick- 
named Martyrs interrupted 
their preparations for the festive 
holidays to try to raise money to 
pay ttie players’ wages- 

The fans have bad to take 
such emergency action to en- 
sure that tomorrow's Dr 
Martens League Premier Di- 
vision match at Gloucester City 
goes ahead. Last weekend the 
players only travelled to fulfil 
their fixture at Ilkeston Town 
after a whip-round among dub 
officials came up with enough 
money to pay part of the pre- 
vious week’s wages. 

Flrnds to cover the weekly 
wage bill of over £2,000 had not 
been provided by the club's 
owners, Charles Stanley, a Mil- 
ton Keynes sofidtoi; and his 
wife Sharon. The Stanleys have 
been tangled up in a protract- 
ed takeover battle for much of 
this campaign with Eugene 
Caparros, a Bridgend hotelier 

Caparros has been investing 
in the club this season - but he 


NON-LEAGUE 

NOTEBOOK 


By Rupert Metcalf 

has said he is not providing any 
more funds unless he gains con- 
trol of the dub from the Stan- 
leys, whom he has threatened 
to sue to recover the £200,000 
he claims he has invested in 
Merthyr since the summer. 

Such has been the confusion 
at Penydarren Park that earli- 
er this month the team effec- 
tively had two managers - one 
appointed by the Stanleys and 
one by Caparros. 

Colin Addison, the experi- 
enced former Newport County, 
Hereford United and Derby 
County manager was in charge 
in the summer but he was re- 
placed at the start of the sea- 
son by another former Newport 
manager John Lewis, who was 
appointed by the Stanleys. 

Earlier this month Caparros 
launched his first, unsuccess- 
ful takeover bid, sacked Lewis 
and replaced him with Eddie 
May the director of football at 
the League of Wales club 
Haverfordwest County and a 
former Cardiff City manager. 

However the Stanley camp 
claimed that Caparros had no 
authority to hire and fire man- 
agers and re instated Lewis - 
who resigned within a week 
after the Stanleys had failed to 


pay the players' wages. “I am 
finished with football" Lewis 
said at the time. “I feel I have 
been badly used and don’t need 
all this hassle." 

This week Merthyr sold the 
former Swansea City player. 
Shaun Chappie, to Forest 
Green Rovers for a four-figure 
fee, which will help to pay the 
wages over the holiday period. 
Overall the club is about 
£300,000 in debt. 

May is apparently bads in 
charge of the team while Ca- 
parros tries to complete his 
takeover. “I am not putting an- 
other penny into the dub until 
I have ownership, Caparros 
said this week. Meanwhile, Bob 
F*hillips, a director of Cardiff 
City, is acting as a mediator be- 
tween the two sides in the 
takeover saga 


FULL TRANSFERS 

Free transfers or undisclosed lets 
unless stated 

Steffen Freund |midfiektei| Borusste Dort- 
mund |Gei) to Tottenham |£7S0.000|: 
Stefan lOos (goalneeper) Borcisso Dcnmind 


Stefan lOos (goaUewper) Botcissd Donmuid 
(Get) to Rangers |E7uO.OOO). Tony Rough- 
er iior warm Hibernian to Port Vale 


er (forward) Hibernian to Pore Valt 
(El 75.000): Patrick GoOeter (ttef enter) Mar. 
seines (Ft) to Southampton (£150.000): Ire 


i (defender) Start [Won to Sheffield 


LOANS/TRIALS 

Brian OuallBf | forward) West Bromwich 
Atom to Exeter Ory. Gerry Hrertcoa imid- 
firtderj Sunderland to Luron Town: Anders 
Oper (forward) Flora Tallinn (Est) to Arsr- 
nal (trial). 
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Curbishley 


aims to raise 


the spirits 


Charlton Athletic’s shoestring squad are 
hoping they can emerge from a bad spell of 
form. Glenn Moore talked to their manager 


A TELETUB BY? A home com- 
puter? A Manchester United 
away kit? No, none of the usual 
Christmas stand-bys would do 
for Alan Curbishley this Wile- 
tide. Anew player or two would 
certainly come in handy but 
more than anything, the Chari- 
ton manager says he wants ‘a 
result’. 

After eight matches without 
a win, and five defeats on the 
spin, goodwill appears to be the 
only thing going Chariton's way 
and they badly need at least a 
point at Wimbledon this lunch- 
time. The same applies to the 
home game against resurgent 
Arsenal on Monday. 

Their current position, two 
points off the relegation zone 
and very much among the 
stragglers, seems a long way 
away from the heady days of au- 
tumn when, as newly-promot- 
ed tyros, they put five past 
Southampton and gained 
draws at Highbury and An- 
field. Curbishley's manager of 
the month award for August is 
gathering dust and, he admit- 
ted when we met at the club’s 
spruce south-east London 
training ground, “it is hard to 
relax at the moment”. 

Llewellyn Charles Curbish- 
ley is the Premiership's third 
longest -serving manager hav- 
ing taken charge at Chariton, 
initially in tandem with Steve 
Gritt, in 1991. The present run 
is the worst in that period. 

"When you go into the Pre- 
miership as a newly promoted 
side a bad run is on the cards 
somewhere," he said. “This. I 
hope, is ours and the sooner we 
get out of it the better." 

On the positive side, though, 
this only makes the defeats 
more frustrating. Chariton are 
not “getting annihilated, we’re 
not far away from what we did 
in the early part of the season. 
But we didn’t give away such 
howlers then." 

Sloppy mistakes and lapses 
at set-pieces are at the heart of 
Chariton’s drift down the table. 
As so often for newly-promot- 
ed sides they can match others 
from box-to-box, the difference 
is in the two areas. 


Monday's home defeat to 
Aston Villa was a typical ex- 
ample. At half-time Chariton 
had had seven goal attempts, 
none were on target Villa had 
had four, three of which re- 
quired saving. The match also 
reflected another truism for 
struggling sides - bad luck. 
The game opened with a 
bizarre Villa goal deflected in off 
Ri char d Rufus, it ended with 
Chariton hitting the bar twice. 

The late rally suggested 
team spirit was as good as 
Curbishley claimed following 
two ‘clear-the-air’ team meet- 
ings the previous week. It 
needs to be as Chariton are 
neither willing, nor able, to buy 
themselves out of trouble. After 
the financial crises of the eight- 
ies, and the years is exfleatSel- 
hurst Park and Upton Park, this 
is a club which takes the long- 
term view. 

“We’ve been there,” said 
Curbishley, “with no ground 
and everything else, and well 
not live beyond our means. I've 
been there when directors have 
written their own cheques out 
to keep things going. We’ve all 

worked so hard to get where we 

are we aren't going to jeopar- 
dise our future though a lot of 
dubs wifi and a lot of dubs have. 

“Only five years ago we 
couldn't pay our way and were 
selling players to pay the 
wages, we never want to get 
back in that position. The last 
thing I want tf we are unsuc- 
cessful is for them to come to 
me and say I’ve got to sell half 
the side. I don’t think that is a 
lack of ambition, 1 think that is 
being sensible, perhaps not too 
many dubs now are being sen- 
sible." 

The upshot of this is that 
Chariton (spending since pro- 
motion: £2^m) are competing 
with the likes of Villa t£2lm in 
that time). But Wimbledon have 
done it “What they have done 
is incredible and I think people 
take what Joe Kinnear does for 
granted now,” said Curbishley. 
“It’s something we’ll always 
lookup to. But I do think it was 
easier to establish yourself 
then - and we came up with 


them Qn 1986] - than it is now. 
The financial gap is so big be- 
tween the divisions.” 

Nefl Redfearn appears after 
his post-training shower to con- 
firm this analysis. Last year he 
was at the heart of Barnsley’s 
unsuccessful attempt to survive 
their first season in the Pre- 
miership. Notv he hopes for bet- 
ter fortune at Chariton having 
become their first - and only - 
£lm player in the summer. 

“In this division it is vital you 
get the first goal” he said, “sides 
don’t give you a chaiice, they are 
ruthless. If anything the stan- 
dard is higher than last year but 
we’ve not been getting drubbed. 
We're frustrated rather than 
despondent, we've let ourselves 
down at important times." 

Redfearn’s own form has 
been patchy. He and Curbish- 
ley agree the chang e to a more 
defensive system, brought 
about by injuries to Shaun New- 
ton and John Robinson and a 
desire to stem the goals- 
against have affected his Op- 
portunities to get forward in the 
way he did for Barnsley. With 
the wide players returning 
Chariton were back to 4-4-2 on 
Monday and Redfearn re- 
sponded with several shot 

Having been on the wrong 
end of six-and seven-goal de- 
feats with Barnsley, Redfearn 
admitted: “Away from home 
you are better off playingit tight 
but at home you've got to open 
up and try to break teams 
down. You are bound to lose 
some games, there are good 
teams in this division, but at 
Barnsley after Christmas we 
decided we might as well by to 
stay up getting at people and 
giving them something to 
worry about, especially at 
home. For a while we beat 
everyone and teams did not 
want to come to Oakwell." 

A return to form by Redfearn 
would be a valuable asset to 
Curbishley, who also has to 
contend with the dips in per- 
formance by promotion heroes 
Sasa Die and Clive Mendonca. 
Mendonca, another casualty of 
the defensive emphasis, has 
been rested but Die, despite 



Alan Curbishley (right) and his captain Neil Redfearn discuss tactics during Monday’s defeat by Aston VQla 


David. Ashdown 


some recent errors, remains in 
the side. The goalkeeper was in 
Israel playing for Yugoslavia on 
Wednesday but, if fit will play 
today with Curbishley pledging: 
“I feel he deserves a little more 
loyalty after all he’s done and 
I’ve not thought about dropping 
him. But I have said if he is un- 
able to pick his head up we will 
have to move on." 

In the wings wait the pro- 
duce of one of the country’s best 


youth systems. Chariton top the 
reserve league but it is a big 
step up to the Premiership. As 
the teenagers clattered past 
after finishing training. Cur- 
bishley said: “One or two have 
been stifled this year because 
we came up. Paul Konchesky 
became our youngest ever play- 
er last year [at 16] but we 
brought Chris Powell in. They 
realise. . . if they're good enough 
they’ll get in." 


Curbishley’s own youngsters 
were resigned, like all football 
folk, to the usual truncated 
Christmas. “Alot of their friends 
have gone on holiday. Pve told 
them the only time we will be 
able to do that is ifl get the sack. 
Maybe they’re sitting there at 
home with fingers crossed.” 

That is the black humour of 
the struggling manager. But 
there is still optimism at The 
valley. It is not so long ago a 


player. John BumsteadL had to 
run from the Canning flyover to 
Upton Park to hand in the team 
sheet for a match as the team 
coach was stuck in traffic and 
the dub could not afford the 
fine. Inddents like that have 
taught Curbishley, 41, a sense 
of perspective, as did a spell as 
a roadie in the United States 
with his brother Bill a manag- 
er of rock acts like the Who and 
Led Zeppelin. “You see how 


hard they work;" said Curbish- 
ley. 'It's not all a bed of rosps. 
no-one gives you anything! • 
That is much like the Pre- 
miership. It is important for the 
game that newly-promoted, 
well-run dubs like Chariton, 
with a feel for their communi- 
ty, youth and the future, pros- 
per. Their fans will not be the 
only ones hoping the Robins 
have a merry Christmas, fol- 
lowed by a happy New Year. 


Klos completes Ibrox move Todd h °P es to ste P up 

promotion challenge 


DAVID MURRAY the Rangers 
chairman, hopes his club’s 
goalkeeper, Stefan Klos, will 
be worth the wait 

Murray has revealed that the 
Ibrox club have waited since the 
summer to finalise the signing 
of the German custodian - a 
deal which was completed on 
Christmas Eve. 

Klos may make his Premier 
League debut against St John- 
stone today after sealing his 
£700.000 move from Borussia 
Dortmund. Murray said: "It is 
tiie longest transfer I’ve been 
involved in during ray 10 years 


SCOTTISH 

FOOTBALL 


BY JAMIE MCCANDUSH 


at the dub. I shook Stefan’s 
hand last summer and we 
agreed a deal. It was as simple 
as that He has shown he is a 
man of his word and has shown 
his commitment to Rangers 
by making a contribution to the 
transfer fee. He is only 27 yet 
has a wealth of experience and 
we are delighted to welcome 
him to Ibrox.” 

Rangers' Dutch coach, Dick 


Advocaat, could drop the cur- 
rent No l Antti Niemi to make 
way for Klos. although Niemi 
was outstanding in the 3-2 win 
against Hearts last weekend. 

Advocaat said: u We need two 
or three top beepers at this club. 
That is very important But 
you will have to wait and see if 
Stefan plays. It is a difficult de- 
cision for me to make. Howev- 
er it is a squad game, not just 
about the II players cm the field 
and I want people to be happy. 
If they are not then, they know 
what they can do.” Rangers' 
other senior keeper is the 


injured Frenchman, Lionel 
Charbonnier. 

Celtic, who travel to Dundee 
tomorrow, will be without Craig 
Burley. The midfielder was aim- 
ing to return after two months 
out because of a groin problem, 
only to suffer a breakdown in 
training. The match may also 
come too soon for both Jackie 
McNamara (knee) and Marc 
Rieper (ankle). 

St Mirren have appointed 
Tom Hendrie as their new man- 
ager, after they agreed a com- 
pensation deal with Alloa. 

Hendrie, who brings his as- 


sistant John Coughlin with him 
from the Second Division dub, 
has signed a two -and-a -half 
year deal with the Paisley side. 

St Mirren turned their at- 
tention to Hendrie after ad- 
mitting they were not in a 
financial position to make the 
former Hull City player-man- 
ager Mark Hateley an offer. 

Hendrie will take charge of 
the First Division club for the 
first time today against Hamil- 
ton. He takes over at Love 
Street following the departure 
of the previous manager, Tony 
Fitzpatrick, earlier this month. 


■ 
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Home 




Away 


5-game form 




PI 

Pts 

GD 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Most recent on nght Upcoming matches 

1 

Aston Villa 

.18 

36 

+ TT 

6 

2: 

1 

.17 

.11 

4 

4 

1 

10 

6 

DDLWW 

■RKSBJ BUtfxm [/$ Monday Hvtt YKsi |H); 

9 tei MfUesbcugn |A}. IB Jan Evertan (H] 

2 

Chelsea 

18 

33 

+12 

6 

3 

0 

15 

5 

2 

6 

1 

14 

12 

DWDDW 

ttday Southampton |A) Man Utd [H|. 

9 Jan Newcastle (A): 16 Jon Coventry ihj. 

3 

Man Utd 

18 

31 

+13 

6 

■3". 

1 

24 

12 

2 

A 

2 

12 

11 

WDDDL 

Mar Nottm Fores (Hi; Tbesday Oiefcea (Aj. 

10 Jaa West Ham |H):16 Jaa Leicester (A). 

4 

Middlesbrough 

18 

30 

+9 

4 

5 

0 

15 

7 

3 

4 

2 

15 

14 

WDDWW 

Ibday Liverpool (H); Monday Derty (A|: 9 

Jan Aston Villa (H):T 6 Jan Leeds (A). 

5 

Leeds 

18 

29 

+12 

6 

; 2 

r 

16 

3 

i 

6 

2 

13 

14 

WUNWL 

‘Baby fevestie (W; Monday Vfcrtjiai* (hj. 

9 Jam Bbdfcum (Aj: 16 Jan Kocflesbroiigh (Hj. 

6 

Arsenal 

18 

29 

+9 

5 

4 

0 

14 

4 

2 

4 

3 

6 

7 

LDDLW 

Ibday West Ham (H): Monday Charlton 
(At: 9 Jaa Liverpool (HJ: 31 Jaa Chelsea IHJ 

7 

West Ham 

13 

29 

0 

5 

3 

i 

.14 

10 

3 

2 

4 

8 

12 

UflMLUN 

Tbdw Arsaul (A]t Hoaday Coventry (Hi : 1 0 
JM Manila} (A); 16 Jan Shell Wed )H). 

8 

Wimbledon 

18 

26 

-6 

5 

3 

i 

14 

9 

2 

2 

5 

9 

20 

LWLWW 

MR Chari ton (Hi: Monday Leeds (Ai: 9 

Jaa Deity (HJ. 16 Jaa Tottenham fA] 

9 

Liverpool 

18 

25 

.+7 

4 

3- 

2 

17 

10 

3 

•1 ' 

: 5 

12 

12 

WUTLLW 

Way MtUesbou^i (« Monday Newcgfc 
’ (NK 9 Jaa taH fll: 16 Jm SoAianptw (ML: 

10 

Newcastle 

18 

24 

+ 1 

5 

2 

2 

14 

10 

1 

4 

4 

8 

11 

LWDDW 

May Leeds |H): Monday Liverpool (A): 9 

Jaa Chebea (H). 1? Jan Chariton (A). 

11 

Leicester.. 

18 : 

24 

+1 

5 

-2 

2 

14 

9 

1. 

4 

4 

' 7 

11 

LDWWL 

Monday QAStaen 

(HJ: S-ha Everton (A); 16 Ja Mat Utd (HJ. 

12 

Derby 

18 

24 

+ 1 

2 

5 

2 

6 

B 

3 

4 

2 

10 

9 

LWDDD 

May Ererton (A}; mantay Mtttsteugti (H): 
9JaaWknUedon(A) 16 Jan Haddaen (H). 

13 

Tottenham 

18 

23 

-5 

4 

3 

2 

15 

15. 

2 

2 

5 

8 

.13 

WUIVDL 

Tafri twwiry |AJ ; Moed» E*mn (HI : 9 
■JaBShettWe4(Aj;16toWWAsk«(Hl. 

14 

Sheff Wed 

18 

22 

+1 

5 

2 

2 

13 

5 

1 

2 

6 

7 

14 

DLUtfWL 

Mar Leicester (H): Monday Aston vaia |A|: 

9 Jaa "fcao+am (HI.16 Jaa West Ham (A|. 

15 

Everton 

IS 

22 

-5 

2 

5 

2 

3 

5 

3 

2 

4 

9 

12 

WWDWL 

■today Derby (Ht Monday Tbaerfam (A). 9 

Jan Lecesor p] ; 16 Jaa Aston VSb (A). 

16 

Charlton 

18 

16 

-6 

2 

3 

3 

13 

9 

1 

4 

5 

9 

19 

LULL 

Ibday WimWedon (A), Monday Arsenal (HJ. 9 
Jaa Southampton (A|:I7 Jan Nereasde (HJ 

17 

Coventry 

h 

16 

-11 

3 

3 

y 

10 

.11 . 

1 

1 

7 

5 

15 

LDLLD 

Xafty'fcnertiam (HI. Monday Wfea Ham |A|; - 
9 Jtai Norm Foot iW; 16 Jan CIctea [AJ. 

18 

Blackburn 

18 

14 
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10 

10 
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3 

6 

7 

16 
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Ibday Aston vna (H); Monday Leicester (A); 

9 Jan Leeds (Hj. 16 Jaa Derby (A) 

19 

Southampton 

18 

13 

-20 

2 

2 

5 

12 

18 

,1 

2 

6 

3 

17 
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May Chases (HJ: Monday Nottm Forest (A). 

9 jaa Chariton (HJ: 16 Jaa Liverpool (A). 
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Nottm Forest 

18 

12 

-15 

1 

5 

3 

8 

11 

1 

1 

7 

9 

21 

LDLLD 

Today Mm Utd (A): Monday Scumampun (Hi : 

9 Jan Coventry [A). 16 Job Arsenal (H). 


Football 
‘pricing 
kids out’ 


CHEAPER PREMIERSHIP foot- 
ball tickets for children are at 
the top of the Fbotball Thsk 
Force's agenda this Christinas. 

The Thsk Fbrce found that 63 
per cent of schoolchildren who 
responded to a survey about the 
game felt top-flight dubs some- 
times price them out of at- 
tending matches. 

A Task Fbrce spokeswoman, 
Alison Pilling - who is also the 
new chairman of the Fbotball 
Supporters’ Association - be- 
lieves children up and down the 
country will be unfairly denied 
a Christmas trip to see their 
favourite team over the next 
few days. “Our survey provides 
startling new evidence of the 
extent to which children are 
being shut out of our football 
grounds,” she said. “The game 
must set now if it is to save the 
fans of the future." The Task 
Fbrce plans to encourage a 
countrywide pricing structure 
based on what is currently the 
“best practice" among dubs. 


COLIN TODD, the Bolton man- 
agec believes that victory over 
third-placed Bradford City at 
the Reebok Stadium today 
would be a major incentive for 
his side in their quest to win 
promotion back to the Pre- 
miership. 

The Bantams are just a point 
ahead of Wanderers and Todd 
recognises the importance of 
securing three points from the 
game against Paul Jewell’s 
side. “It’s a very, very good 
game for us to play at the mo- 
ment,” Todd said. “Bradford are 
doing very well right now and 
it's a fantastic opportunity for 
us to leapfrog them and move 
into the top three or at the very 
least go level” 

Trevor Francis, the manag- 
er of one of the other promotion 
contenders, Birmingham City, 
hopes his team will carry on 
where they left off against Sun- 
derland last week when they 
take on Sheffield United today. 

Francis was delighted with 
the way his team held firm 
against Sunderland. “All around 
the field the way that we played 
was very, very pleasing," Fran- 
cis said. “The backing the sup- 
porters gave us was fantastic 
and hopefully we will be able to 
get the goals to reward them.” 

The Sunderland manager 
Peter Reid, is boosted by the 
news that his captain, Kevin 
BaU, wiD be available for the trip 
to Tr anm ere after a foot injury. 

Reid now believes that his 
team have a great chance of en- 
tering the Premiership. “It 
takes something very serious to 
keep Kevin Ball out of action," 
Reid said. “I drought he was ab- 
solutely outstanding at Birm- 
ingham, where he did a real 
captain’ s job." 

Alan Ball is under no illu- 
sions about the size of tire task 


NATIONWIDE 

LEAGUE 


BY IAN RODGERS 


bis financially struggling 
Portsmouth side face at second- 
placed Ipswich, and he admits 
that financial worries have af- 
fected their recent perfor- 
mances. 

“It has been very hard for the 
players to concentrate on play- 
ing when there are so many 
things going on off the pitch," 
Ball said. “Ipswich are without 
doubt a very good side in this 
division but we have to ap- 
proach the game with the right 
attitude and commitment." 

Graham Taylor ends an 
emotional week watching his 
Watford side entertain Bristol 
City. Taylor onty returned to the 
dub on Tuesday after admitting 
that he nearly died from a se- 
rious throat infection five weeks 
previously. “I will remain work- 
ing part-time until I get the all- 
dear Taylor said. 

Bruce Rioch is still a con- 
tented man as Norwich City 
remain comfortably placed in 
the play-off positions, ahead of 
the Garrow Road manager's re- 
turn to Queen’s Park Rangers. 

If you d asked me back in 
August Td have settled for fifth 
place in the table and 40 points 
on the board,” said Rioch, who 
was assistant to Stewart Hous- 
ton at Loftus Road. “The trick 
now is to keep it going." 

Peter Jackson, the Hudder- 
sfidd manager, is desperate for 
a Uttle more consistency from 
fos side for the game gainst 
Gnmsby at the McAlpfoTsta- 
dium to regain the momentum 
of their promotion challenge 

.P* P^ng well one 
match then losing the next" 

Jackson said. “We need to put 


some sort of run together but, 
haiing said that, we are only 
three points off third place.” 

Barnsley travel to Stockport 
hoping to forget about last 
week’s 3-1 defeat at home to 
Swindon, which left their play- 
er-manager. John Hendif in 
no doubt who was to blame. 
“I'm very disappointed with 
the defence. They have to take 
some responsibility at times," 
Hendrie said 

Elsewhere Swindon Town 
aim to capitalise on that 3-1 win 
over Barnsley when Wolves 
visit the County Ground West 
Bromwich Albion will try to 
shake off the disappointment of 
last week’s 2-0 home defeat by 
T^anmere with a victory over 
Port Vale. 

Oxford United will try to put 
a run of three defeats behind 
them when Crystal Palace visit 
the Manor Ground (f/'ig 
Moore should return for pksce 
after a hamstring injury How- 
ever, Attilio Lombardo's come- 
back is likely to be delayed 

The Football League, mean- 
while, has suggested that dubs 
rearrange their fixtures on 27 
March to avoid clashing with 
England's European Champ- 
ionship qualifying match 
against Poland The League 
fears that attendances wOl be 

tot tf games kick off at 3pm - the 
same time as England’s tele- 
vised match at Wembley. 

poM Association and 
me police turned down re- 
quests from the League to 
jock-off of England's 

r^,^ lth 5 lpm The 

hastherefore written to 
all its clubs warning them 

^ t f h efi ^ c lasLtt i snow 
up to the clubs to rearrange 
their games for thTlSday 
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ng Day guide to the Premiership 


MATCH OF THE DAY 



Middlesbrough v Liverpool 




Last season: No fixture 


BRYAN ROBSON should really be full of fes- 
tive cheer as he welcomes Liverpool to 
fortress Riverside this afternoon. But al- 
though his Middlesbrough side - unbeaten 
in their last ll league games, unbeaten at 
home for twice as many, and placed fourth 
in the table after last week’s surprise 3-2 win 
at Old 'lVaS'ord - seem to be sitting pretty, all 
Robson can talk about is avoiding relegation. 
Then again, he knows all too much about the 
subject and his cautious approach is possi- 
bly making his players more determined to 
prove wrong those who'd written them oft, 
“We need another 12 points and then we’ve 
got the 42 that we set out to get aL the start 
of the season," Robson said this week. 

' We're still building at the club and we've still 


By nick Harris 


got a long way to go to get up there with the 
likes of the Arsenals and Man Utds. but we 
feel that we’re going the right way. 

“If somebody bad said to me that we were 
going to be a point behind Man Utd and above 
Arsenal at this stage of the season, I would 
have snapped their hands off at the start of 
the season." 

The win at Old r D~affbrd was achieved with- 
out the presence of Paul Gascogne (left), who 
was serving a one-match ban but he should 
return today. “That’s a good boost for us, the 
way Gazza’s been playing of late," Robson 
said Gary Pallister is rated as having a bet- 
ter than 50-50 chance of recovering from a 


heel injury, but Robbie Mustoe is almost cer- 
tain to miss out both today and on Monday 
at Derby because of a hamstring problem. 

Steve McManaman has played himself back 
into contention for Liverpool but manager 
Gerard Houllier will not say whether he will 
start today. The side have lost six of the nine 
games that McManaman has missed, and 
Houllier knows he can’t do without the 
winger's talents. As the French manager will 
also not be able to call on his compatriot, re- 
cent midfield signing Jean-Michel Pern 
(ankle), Macca's chances may have improved 

“The best present we could give our fans 
is to win the two games over Christmas," 
Houllier said. “If we do that we have a chance 
to come back and play in the top third of the 


table, which is very important. The team is 
better, playing with more confidence. At the 
moment I'm happy the team is working well 
and becoming more confident in its defen- 
sive abilities.'' 

One player not lacking confidence should 
be Michael Owen (right) and if nothing else, 
todays match will offer him - and Paul Gas- 
coigne - another chance to demonstrate why 
(or why not) they have glittering England ca- 
reers ahead of them. 

HODOLESBROUGH I from | : Schwarzer. Fesca. Cooper. Vick- 
ers. Paiiiscer. Gordon. Musroe. Maddaon. Gascoigne. 
Townsend. Deane. Rlcard. Beck. 

LIVERPOOL i from i : James. Hcggem. Carragher, Sraunton. 
Babb, Bforneoye. Berger. I nee. Redknapp. McManaman. 
Owen. Fovjfer, Rojdle. Matteo. Fried eL Thompson. Kvarme. 
McAretr. Leonfurtfsen 
Sns pensions: None. 

Referee: G Poll. 


Arsenal 
West Ham 



(12 noon) 

Lasr season: 4-0 


ARSENAL ARE close to having a fully fit squad as they prepare 
to welcome the former Gunners Ian Wright and John Hartson 
bad: to Highbury for today's visit by the Hammers. Manager 
Arsine Wbnger’s injury problems have eased over recent weeks, 
and now Nigel WInterbum (hamstring) and Ray Parlour (ankle) 
could be ready to rejoin the squad after missing last Sunday's 
3-1 win against Leeds. Captain Tony Adams is the only re mainin g 
long-term injury but even he is expected to be back in train- 
ing soon and may make a return to the team early in the new 
year. 

West Ham manager Harry Redknapp is likely to stick with 
Wright and Hartson - even though they have managed only 
one goal between them in the last seven games - today. Red- 
knapp does not want to risk Paul Kitson, who has bad a bro- 
ken toe, though he could be push into the fray on Monday against 
Coventry if he has an injection. John Moncur returns after a 
one-match ban but Neil Ruddock is still suspended 

ARSENAL (from): Seaman. Maniunger, Lukic. Dixon. Wlnterburn, Vivas. Keown. 
Boufd, Mendez. Upson, Grlmandi. Ljungberg. Petit. Vieira, Overman,. Boa Morxe. 
Rarlour, Bergkamp. Anelka. Wreh. 

WEST HUM (from): Hislop. Breacker. Dicks. Potts. Keller. Sinclair. Hartson. Lomas. 
Wngtic, Ferdinand. Moncur. Lazarldis. Lampard. Pearce. Forrest. Omoyini, Coyne. 
Berkovlc. Margos. 

Suspensions: West Ham: Ruddock. 

Referee: P Jones. 


...And statistics 

A footballing Christmas carol 

MANAGERS ARE keen to set out cheir defensive stalls. They may even 
make the collection of clean sheets their No 1 priority. There are those 
that become Scrooge-like, bringing back everyone behind the ball, man- 
to-man marking, meanly denying space. And when presented with che 
old adage of attack being the best form of defence, mutter 'humbug!* 
and tighten their lines. Perhaps they should heed The Ghost of Football 
past. 

Only once in six Premiership seasons has the side wirh the meanest 
defence won che championship, Manchester United in the inaugural 
season of 1992-93. 




Coventry v 
Tottenham 

Last season: 4-0 


COVENTRY MANAGER Gordon Strachan w31 field the side that 
drew with Derby last week as he looks to drag his struggling 
Sky Blues a few points dearer of the four sides below them. Nod 
Whelan and Darren Huckerby will be the strike partnership this 
afternoon, leaving new signing John Alois! from Portsmouth on 
the bench. Strachan has revealed Darren Jackson's lack of con- 
fidence has kept the striker on the bench thus far at Highfidd 
Road “I know that our supporters must have been perplexed 




jfo see him on the substitutes' bench but I had no alternative,'' 
'^Strachan said “It is a slow business building up self-esteem, but 
he tells me be is getting better every day. He enjoys it down here 
and he says we have a great bunch of players." 

George Graham is likely to name an unchanged Spurs team 
for the trip to the Midlands. The injured trio of John Scales. 
Ramon Vega and Steffen Iversen are all making progress but 
are not yet able to return. Tottenham have won three of their 
last four league visits to Highfidd Road although the other game, 
last season's visit ended in a 4-0 defeat for the London side. 

COVENTRY (from): Hedman. Nilsson. Shaw. Williams. Ed wore hy. Teller. McAllis- 
ter. Boa Ceng. Froggan. Huckerby Whelan. Soltvedt. Aioisi. Jackson. Boland. Breen. 
Daish. Shilton. Ogrtcovic 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR (from): Walker. Carr. Caiderwood. Nielsen. Fo*. Ander- 
tr-n, Ferdinand. Armstrong. Edinburgh. CSnola. Wilson. Dominguez. Allen. Simon. 
— Clemence. Young. Baardsen. 

Suspensions: None. 

Referee: K Burge. 

Everton v 
Derby 

Last season: 1-2 

WALTER SMITH has nearly a full Everton squad to pick from 
today. Back from suspension come Richard Dunne and Michael 
Ball,* while Craig Short, Dave Watsoa John Collins, John Ostep 
Ibrahima Bakayoko and Nicky Barmby are all dear of injury 
or Alness. It means Smith will not have to patch up his squad 
with youth team players like Adam Hurley who sat on the bench 
for last week’s 2-1 defeat by West Ham. It could also mean that 
Mjckael Madar will once again be consigned to the bench. 

J Deity's Croatian captain Igor Stimac could be back in con- 
tention for his dub’s Christmas matches. The Croatian has 
not played since the end of October and returned home to Split 
last week for treatment on an ankle injury. Manager Jim Smith 
will have to make a change for today's game because both Left- 
backs Tony Dorigo and Stefan Schnoor are injured. Robert Koz- 
lufe could play having recovered from an ankle knock, and may 
operate at right wing-back, with the versatile Rory Delap mov- 
ing to the left. Midfielder Lars Bohinen is suspended, Stefano 
Eranio has recovered from flu but now has a calf injury. 

EVERTON (from): Myftre. Cldand. Bllic. Marerarri. Unswortii, Decourt. Hutchi- 
son, Grant. Cadamartwi. ward. Barmby. Collins. Branch. Madar. Short. Simonseti. 
Watson, Osier. Bakayoko. Dunne. Ball. 

DERBY COUNTY [from): Poom. Prior. Carbonari. Laursen. Elliott. Kozluk. Pow- 
ell. Caisley, Eranio. Delap. SturrWge. Wanthope. Harper. Houlr. Stimac. Christie. 
Hunt, Bndge-WHkmson. 

Suspensions: Derby: Bohinen. 

M Riley. 

Man Utd v 
Nottm Forest 

Last season: No fixture 

[AAP SIAM and Dwight Yorke are both doubtful, despite good 
jrogress in training this week. It was thought they would be 
jack to face the Pre miership ’s bottom chib, but manager Alex 
ferguson said on Christmas Eve they are still struggling Both 
nissed Saturday’s home defeat by Middlesbrough and Stain is 

rc - £ u. nlnla Uirta hoc a rrmin nmhlam 



1992-93 

Man Utd 

31 

Man Ucd 

31 

1993-94 

Arsenal 

28 

Man Utd 

38 

1994-95 

Man Utd 

28 

Blackburn 

39 

1995-96 

Arsenal 

32 

Man Utd 

34 

1996-97 

Arsenal 

32 

Man Utd 

44 

1997-98 

Man Ucd 

26 

Arsenal 

33 




On three occasions the champions have let In at least a third more goals 
than the Premiership Scrooges. On three occasions it has been Arsenal 
playing the part of Scrooge. Last season, they reversed the roles wirh 
Manchester United, let in seven more goals - and edged the 
championship. 

Over the longer term, however, defensive attributes count for much. 
Thirteen dubs have played ail the six completed Premiership seasons. 
Here are their total dean sheets out of their 240 games. 




Total Premiership clean sheets 
1992-1998 

Man Utd 

Arsenal 

Blackburn 

Leeds 

Aston Villa 

Liverpool 

Everton 

Chelsea 

Coventry 

Wimbledon 

Tottenham 

Sheff Wed 

Southampton 


112 
101 
88 
87 
81 
79 
72 
70 
70 
67 
62 
59 
5 * 


Arsene Wenger, whose Arsenal side proved last year chat 
being tight does not pay. In the year they won the Double, 
Manchester United stole their 'meanest defence* dele. 


More immediately, any Premiership club tempted to become too 
Scrooge-like must heed... The Ghost of Football Present. With almost 
half the current season gone, che most miserly defence Is not ruling che 
Premiership. 


Team 

Home 

Goals 

conceded 

Away 

Total 

Current 

position 

Arsenal 

4 

7 

11 

6 

Chelsea 

5 

11 

16 

2 

Aston Villa 

11 

6 

17 

1 

Derby 

8 

9 

17 

12 

Everton 

7 

10 

17 

15 

Leeds 

3 

14 

17 

5 

Sheff. Wed 

5 

14 

19 

14 

Leicester 

9 

11 

20 

11 

Middlesbro' 

7 

14 

21 

4 

Newcastle 

10 

11 

21 

10 

Liverpool 

10 

12 

22 

9 

Man Utd 

11 

11 

22 

3 

West Ham 

10 

12 

22 

7 

Blackburn 

10 

16 

26 

18 

Coventry 

11 

15 

26 

17 

Chari con 

9 

19 

28 

16 

Tottenham 

15 

13 

28 

13 

Wimbledon 

9 

20 

29 

& 

Nottm Forest 

11 

21 

32 

20 

Southampton 

18 

17 

35 

19 


Statistics: Brian Sears/Nick Harris 


Everton - who have let in 17 goals in their 18 games - 
are as low as 1 5th in the Premiership while 
Wimbledon - with 29 goals conceded - are as high as 
eighth. Manchester United have let in as many as 22 
goals but still are managing third. 

Arsenal would seem to have reverted to type with 
their splendid defensive record being too Scrooge-like 
to allow goals going in at the other end. Fans at 
Highbury have only had to endure four opposition 
goals ail season and at Eiland Road it has been only 
three, in contrast at White Hart Lane and The Dell. 
Tottenham and Southampton have let in more goals 
ar home than they have on cheir cravels. That's due. 
too. of Villa to the extent of almost two goals at 
home for every one away - they have let in their last 
four home games. Not even clean sheets are proving a 
sure guarantee of success. Too often for some clubs 
clean sheets are leading to no-score draws. 

Keeping clean sheets 1 998-99 

(number of O-Os in brackets) 

9 dean sheets 

Everton 
Arsenal 

8 dean sheets 

Leeds 
West Ham 
Aston Villa 

6 dean sheets 

Blackburn 
Chelsea 
Derby 
Newcastle 
Sheff Wed 
Middlesbrough 

And what of the Ghost of Football Future? 

Statistics can help us no further, in the story. 

Ebenezer Scrooge was transformed, and if anyone 
knew how to celebrate Christmas It was he. May that 
be said of all in football - from the most miserly 
defender to the most prolific goalscorer. 


(6) 

5 clean sheets 

Chariton 

(3) 

(5) 

Liverpool 

(2) 

Man Utd 

(2} 

1*1 

(4J 

Leicester 

(1) 

Tottenham 

(1) 

13) 

4 clean sheets 


Wimbledon 

m 

(3) 

3 dean sheets 


(3) 

Coventry 


(3) 

<3> 

12) 

m 

2 clean sheets 


Nottm Forest 

Hi 

Southampton 

(D 
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ill far Sat-tirrby a nri vpg*ne just going to have to assess that one. 

Ini ted are anxious to have both back and in particular Stain, 
ecause his cenlral defensive partner Gary Neville is suspended. 

Nottingham Fbrest have sent Jesper Mattsson hom etoS we- 
len for five weeks due to a badly bruised spleen, s uffer ed in 
*st Satnrdqy’K g-a draw with Blackburn. Alan Rogers is eapeded 
3 be fit after being kept out of that game by a back injury. Nigel 
luashie returns to the squad after a bout of flu but Dave Bas- 
etrs side will be without banned Pierre van Hooijdonk. Por- 
st are looking look for their first win in 16 League games - a 
efeat or dra w would equal the dub and 

IANCHESTER UNITED (from): Schmdchel. Ww 

ihnsen, Stain. Be»g. Keane, Butt. Scholes. Beckham. Giggs. Btomqwst. vorke. Cole, 
lertngham. Solskjaer. 

0TT1NGHAM FOREST (from): Beasanc, HJekte. 

rmg. Rogers. Stone. Johnson. Ouashle. Gemimli. Bart-Williams. Freedman, smp- 
m Harewood. Dorchevflle. Gray Crowley. 
ud&nslonK United; G Neville. Forest: Van Hootjdoi*. 
afttree: J Winter. 



EVENING GAME (KICK-OFF 6.0) 


Blackburn v Aston Villa 

Last season: 5-0 




KEVIN GALLAGHER could present new 
manager Brian Kidd with a selection 
headache today after recovering from a 
hamstring injury. The Scottish striker's 
hopes of renewing his partnership with 
Chris Sutton, which last year brought 41 
goals, are for from guaranteed as Kidd 
would find it difficult to leave out Nathan 
Blake after the former Bolton striker’s two 
goals as Rovers came back from 2-6 down 
to draw at Nottingham Forest last week- 
end Gallacher may have to make do with 
a place on the bench - which could even 
leave record £7.25m signing Kevin Davies 
with no part to play at all Keith Gillespie 


is competing with fellow Irishman Damien 
Johnson for the wide-right position while 
Jason Wilcox seems certain to frustrate 
Damien Duff’s hopes of returning on the 
opposite wing- Central defender Dairen 
Peacock is another likely to be named 
among the subs with Kidd keeping forthwith 
the Stephane Henchoz-Christian Dailly 
partnership at the heart of defence. 

Aston Villa's central defender Gareth 
Barry could be recalled today. The England 
Under- 2 i international was left out of 
Villa’s l-O win at Chariton on Monday, but 
Villa manager John Gregory could start the 
mafah with three central defenders against 


Newcastle 
v Leeds 

Last season: l-i 

NEWCASTLE STRIKERS Alan Shearer and Duncan Fterguson 
stand 3 good chance of being fit enough to link up for the first 
time today. Shearer has suffered no negative reaction to his 
35 minutes of action as a substitute during the l-O victory over 
Leicester last Saturday, while Fterguson (heavy flu) is back in 
training and expected to be in contention for this afternoon. 

Leeds manager David 0 Leary beads to Newcastle with in- 
jury problems that are threatening to undermine the club's sea- 
son. Centre-back Robert Molenaar has been ruled out until May 
or later with cruciate ligament damage, less than a month after 
fellow defender Martin Hiden suffered the same injury. Leeds' 
influential captain Lucas Radebe is also out with a twisted knee. 
There may be a return to St James' Park for midfielder David 
Batty just two weeks after his £4. 4m move to Eiland Road. He 
sustained a cracked rib during his second debut for Leeds but 
trained on Thursday and said: “I never want to miss any match, 
and this one is a bit special. In the end it will be down to me 
to decide whether I’m fit enough to play.’’ 

NEWCASTLE UNITED (froml: Given. Harper. Barron. Charvet. Howey. Dabuas. 
Hughes. Lee. Speed. Glass. Georgiadis. Solano. Harrunn, Shearer. Ferguson. An 
demon. Ketsbaia. 

UNTIED (from}: Mjrtyn. Haalanti. Wetheralf. VWjnhard. Hasselbaink. Ribeiro. 
Boivyer. Hopkin. Granville. Halle. Kewell. Harre. Woodgate. McFhali. Smith. Jack- 
sen. Robinson. 

Suspensions: None. 

Referee: G Willard. 

Sheff Wed v 
Leicester 

Last season: 1-0 


SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY’S Danny Wilson will be without both 
his Italian strikers today. Paolo di Canio was expected to re- 
turn from an 11 -match suspension following his push on ref- 
eree Paul Alcock, but is now AWOLin Italy, and in dispute with 
the Owls after they suspended him for two weeks without pay. 
Compatriot Benito Carbone is suspended. “Paolo has a deci- 
sion to make but I don't know what that's going to be," Wilson 
said. “Whether he plays [ever again] for Sheffield Wednesday 
or not I don’t know. We will have to wait and see. It’s a situa- 
tion we could do without but we are in it so we just have to 
get on with it" 

Martin O'Neill is trying to cope with a flu epidemic among 
his Leicester players. O' Neill is waiting on the fitness of mid- 
fielders Muzzy Izzet and Neil Lennon, who are both suffering 
from the bug and have not trained all week. Veteran defender 
Steve Walsh will return to the side after missing last weekend's 
d efeat at Newcastle through illness but Tony Cottee is fit to play. 

SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY (From): Srnlcek. Atherton. Jonk. Walker. Boom. Hyde. 
Sanettl. Cobian. Humphreys, Bnscoe. Hlnchdirfe. Sedlwki. Emerson. Magilron. Rudi. 
So finer. Alexandersson. Clarke. 

IFhri icfl CITY (from): Keller. Arphexad. Wtobh. Sinclair. Taggart. Guppy. Ullathot ne. 
Elliott. Savage. Lennon. Izzet. Impey. Zagorokls. Kaairvark. Heskey. Cottee. Wilson. 
Oakes. Parker, Fenton. 

Suspensions: W e dnes day Carbone. 

Referee: M Reed. 

Southampton v 
Chelsea (12 noon) 

Last season: 1-0 

SOUTHAMPTON COMPLETED the signing of French full-back 
Patrick Colleterfrom Marseilles on Christmas Eve and he might 
go straight into the side to face Chelsea today. The 33-year>-old 
impressed Saints manager Dave Jones during a trial period 
and could boost an otherwise depleted team. Old Blues boy Mark 
Hughes wiD not be able to face his old club as he is suspend- 
ed For two matches. Jones had 16 senior players unavailable 
last weekend as his side hauled themselves off the foot of the 
Premiership with a third win of the season over Wimbledon. 
Stuart Ripley, Matthew Oakley, Jason Dodd and Ken Monkou 
are all now close to full fitness. Francis Benali. Scott Marshall 
John Beresford, Dave Hirst and David Howells are all still miss- 
ing and young defender Gary Monk, who stood in for Monkou, 
is also suspended. 

Gianluca Vialli welcomes Marcel Desaiily back into his 
Chelsea squad. Bernard Lambourde is also expected to be fit 
while Gustavo Poyet was due rejoin his team-mates on Christ- 
mas Eve after playing for Uruguay in Spain. Dennis Wise and 
Roberto di Matteo are suspended, so youth-team captain John 
Terry and Andy Myers are both added to the squad. 

SOUTHAMPTON (from): Jones, hfitey. Lundekvam. Monkou. Bridge. Palmer. KacNoui. 
Oakley. Le Testa. Beanie. Os tens rad, Dodd. Ripley, Warner. Stensgaard, Basham. 
Dryden. Williams. 

CHELSEA Ifromi: De Goey. Penescu. Baboyaro. leboeur. Poyer. Vialli. Duberry. 
Ferrer. Lambourde. Zola. Morns. Goldbaek. Flo. Hitchcock. Nicholls. Terry. Desail- 
ly. Myers. 

Suspensions: Southampton: M Hughes. Monk. Chelsea: Wise. DI Matteo. 
Referee: D EHeray. 



Rovers. Recalling Barry would also leave 
Gregory with the dilemma of who to leave 
out of his attack with Stan CoQymore and 
Julian Joachim vying to join Dion Dublin 
upfront Paul Merson is stiD struggling with 
a back injury that looks certain to keep him 
out of the Bank Holiday game against 
Sheffield Wednesday on Monday. 

BLACKBURN (fromj: Rfen. Kema. Hendioz. DnBy. David- 
son. Gillespie. Sherwood. McKtnlay. Wilcox. Sutton. Bloke. 
Johnson. Duff. Davies. Peacock, rents. Gallacher. Perez. 
Broomes. Marcohn. 

ASTON VILLA (from): Oakes. Watson. Emogu. Soutti- 

S te. Barry Wright. Thompson. Taylor, Hentine. Joachim. 

tUln. Coiiymore. Sclmeca. Grayson. Uasseil. Charles. 
Rachel. 

Suspensions: None. 

Referee: D Gallagher. 


Wimbledon v 
Charlton (12 noon) 

Last season: No fixture 


WIMBLEDON 1 JOE KENNEAR has the chance to recall six-goal 
striker Jason Euell today. Hie England Under-21 internation- 
al was banned for last week’s 3-1 defeat at Southampton. Michael 
Hughes is holding off a double hernia operation unto the end 
of the season so Kixinear has a foil-strength squad to select from. 

Paul Mortimer is out of both Charlton's Christmas fixtures 
with the ankle injury that forced him to miss the last two games. 
The midfielder picked up the knock in the game against Black- 
burn on 5 December and, although X-rays revealed no break, 
he has been unable to train since. Eddie Youds is available a g ain 
after suspension for the short trip to Selhurst Park but man , 
ager Alan Curbishlqy is still without several players. Mark 
Bright, Kevin Lisbie, Anthony Barness, Matt Holmes and Mark 
Bowen are still all out with injury and Curfaishley maybe forced 
to give debuts to youngsters Scott Parker and Paul Konchesky. 

WIMBLEDON (from): SulUvan. Cunningham. Kimble. Pery. Blackwell. Thatcher. 
C Hughes. Earie. Ekoku. Roberts. Gayle, Ardley. Leobum. M Hughes. Kennedy 
Euell. Jupp, Core. Ainsworth. Fear. Cos decline. 

CHARLTON ATHLETIC (from): Uic, Betcerson, Mills. Powell, Tiler, Redfcam, Youds. 
Rufus. KmseHa. Robinson. Newton. Hunr. Mendonca, Brown. S Jones, K Jones, Park- 
er. Royce. Konchesky 

SmpaBrioHV None. 

Referee: N Barry 
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ON WHAT is arguably the most 
“English" day in the football cal- 
endar, when huge crowds revel 
in the holly and the rivalry in a 
manner alien to continental 
Europe, the most English of 
championship challengers 
have a score to settle. 

The score in question is the 
5-0 drubbing which Aston Villa, 
the home-grown Premiership 
leaders, suffered at Blackburn 
in their first away fixture of 
1998. Their last, which takes 
them back to Ewood Park as 
the campaign reaches the half- 
way point is one of those end- 
of-year occasions for reflecting 
upon how rapidly things can 
change. 

At the time of the January 
meeting, a Blackburn side 
under Roy Hodgson's man- 
agership held second place as 
opposed to today's 18th. Villa’s 
embarrassment exacerbated 


FOOTBALL 


by Phil Shaw 

by a spitting incident involving 
Save Milosevic, saw them slip 
to 12th position and led Brian 
little to offer the resignation 
that was accepted a month 
later. 

Now in the respective 
charge of Brian Kidd and John 
Gregory, the clubs reconvene 
with vastly different agendas. 
When Villa trailed Arsenal 2-0, 
they resembled the pacesetting 
distance runner who is burned 
off long before the belL The sec- 
ond wind that brought victory 
■ that day and another at Chari- 
ton have gone a long way to- 
wards convincing the sceptics 
that they have the capacity to 
stay the distance. 

Blackburn are unbeaten in 
three games since Kidd’s ap- 


pointment yet remain in a 
group of five who are in danger 
of being cut adrift at the bottom. 
The appearance of Dion Dub- 
lin, who spurned Rovers in 
favour of Villa, is likely to gen- 
erate enough hotair to supply 
Branson's balloon. Keith Gilles- 
pie, on whose crosses he would 
have thrived, makes his home 
debut 

The late kick-off at Ewood 
means that Chelsea, who oc- 
cupied the summit for two days 
until Monday night, are likely to 
return there for at least three 
hours should they win at an- 
other of the queasy quintet, 
Southampton. 

The Saints produced their 
best display of the season 
against Wimbledon last week- 
end, but the suspension ofMark 
Hughes deprives them of a strik- 


mer employers. To tilt the 


balance further towards 
Chelsea, who are now unbeaten 
In 17 Premiership games, Mar- 
cel Desafllyisin line to return, 
as might Graeme Le Saux. 

With the top two both away, 
Manchester United will view 
the visit of the bottom dub, Not- 
tingham Fbrest, as a chance to 
regain ground lost in the home 
defeat by Middlesbrough. Unit- 
ed know from bitter experi- 
ence the folly of projecting 
ahead from the Boxing Day po- 
sitions. 

Exactly 12 months ago they 
had collected 46 of a possible 60 
points after a sixth successive 
win. In their next game. Unit- 
ed led Coventiy with four min- 
utes left, only for collective 
complacency to cost them all 
three points. Arsenal it tran- 
spired, sensed that day all was 
notlost 

A Fbrest victory would pro- 


voke calls for a stewards' in- 
quiry Dave Bassett’s side could 
not stop United's second string 
in the Worthington Cup, and 
only a shock to match any this 
season will prevent their 
equalling a dub record of 16 
League matches without a win. 

Middlesbrough's success, 
which has put them in fourth 
place just 18 months after they 
plunged into the First Divi- 
sion, has been as refreshing and 
unexpected as Villa’s ascen- 
dancy. To add the scalp of Liv- 
erpool to that of United albeit 
an emasculated version com- 
pared with Airfield's finest, 
could tempt Teesside into de- 
claring UDI. 

However, as Villa discov- 
ered to their cost, Liverpool's 
form fluctuates wildly. The re- 
turn of Paul Gascoigne, whose 
renaissance proves that absti- 
nence makes the heart grow 


fonder; may not be quite what 
Boro need to counter Michael 
Owen and Robbie Fowler es- 
pecially if Gary PaJIister fails a 
fitness test 

Arsenal's followers, having 
greeted George Graham and 
David O'Leary with varying de- 
grees of warmth lately wel- 
come another Highbury legend 
"home" when Ian Wright steps 
out with West Ham. This time 
last year the eventual Double 
winners stood fifth compared 
with sixth this morning, 13 
pouits off the pace. Tonight (hey 
could be as few as four behind. 

Another man going back is 
David Batty, whose recovery 
from cracked ribs may enable 
him to face Newcastle, the club 
he served until this month. 
But, with Duncan Ferguson 
and Alan Shearer primed to 
launch a potentially fearsome 
partnership, the visitors might 
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28 Country comer’s Boxing 
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Ward unhappy with 
Rovers’ wage offer 
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The Brst^con^sohttkHistDtius week's opened next Thura- 

day receive hardbacked copies of the Oxfora Dictionary of Quotations 
. Answers and 'winners’ names will be published next Saturday. Send 
solutions to Saturday Crossword, £ Q. Sen 4018, Tbe Independent, I 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5BL, Please use the box 
number and postcode and give yonr own postcode. Last week's win- 
ners win be announced in January 


ASHLEY WARD’S £>L5m move to 
Blackburn Rovers is in danger 
of collapsing over his personal 
demands. 

The big striker has been 
discussing terms with Rovers 
for the past 48 hours, after 
Barnsley finally consented to 
the sale. However Ward and his 
advisors, the Professional Foot- 
ballers' Association, have been 
unable to agree on his salary at 
Blackburn, and Brian Kidd's 
planned capture could be off. 

Ward is looking for around 
£Im per year; but Blackburn’s 
offer foils well short of that fig- 
ure. They are thinking in terms 
of £650,000 per year. Rovers' 
owner, Jack Walter; has a pay 
ceiling and no one is allowed to 
earn more than fun at Black- 
bum. Only Chris Sutton comes 
dose to that figure. 

The PEA negotiated Sutton’s 
latest contract and know the 
pay stele he is on. ^ird will not 
sell himself short and could now 
go to another dub. Leeds, 


By Ajlan Nixon 

Leicester, Sheffield Wednes- 
day and even Ward's old dub 
Derby County are in tbe hunt 

Tottenham Hotspur have 
completed the signing of the 
German international mid- 
fielder; Steffen Freund, from 
Borussia Dortmund, accord- 
ing to German sources. 

Borussia have confirmed 
that Freund had signed for 
Spurs in a deal which is thought 
to be worth £750,000, with the 
player signing a contract until 
2003. The Spurs manager, 
George Graham, and his di- 
rector of football David Heat 
held talks with the 28-year-old 
Freund at White Hart Lane on 
Tuesday. 

Newcastle have pulled out of 
a £5 .2m deal to bring the Milan 
winger, Ibrahim Ba, to St 
James' Paris after the French- 
man foiled a medical. The 25- 
year-old international was on 
Tyneside on Wednesday after 


the tw o dubs agreed terms, but 
stringent tests revealed a long- 
standing knee injury and scup- 
pered the prospective move. 

Southampton have com- 
pleted the signing of the French 

full-back, Patrick Colieter; from 
Marseilles. The 33-year-old's 
transfer is expected to cost the 
Saints around £150,000. 

Sheffield United have signed 
the Norwegian centre-back, 
Anders Jacobsen, from Start for 
a nominal fee. The Blades com- 
pleted the five-month deal for 
the 30-year-old on Christmas 
Eye, after being held up by pa- 
perwork. 

The Blades' manager; Steve 
Bruce, wfi] not include Jacob- 
sen in his plans for today’s fix- 
ture at Birmingham CHy. Bruce ; 
said; “The Norwegian season 
finished five weeks ago - it 
would be wrong to pitch him in 1 
straight away. He's a big, tyni- 
caljy English type of centre- h^lf 
and well see how he goes until 
the end of the season.” 


Gol 

‘treat 


comfo] 
and joy 

Festivities at sea 
include flannel bath, 
cup o f wine and a 
telephone call. By 
S tuart Alexander 

IJKE all good sons not able to 


family Mite Golding 
home yesterday. His u 
and dearest had 
family home in tLc 

village of Dorchester and Gold- 
ing wished them a merry 
Christmas. 

However; once aS the pleas- 
antries had been exchanged. 


Teeton Mill, one of the leading contenders for today's King George VI Chase at Kempton Park, walks back to his stables after morning exercise at his Herefordshire stables near 
Ross-on-Wye. Teeton Mill is hoping to follow In the tradition of Desert Orchid and One Man, two other grey horses to enjoy success in the King George VI Chase Peter Jay 

Villa aim to take revenge 


have chosen to have either of 
the stricken centre-backs, Lu- 
cas Radebe or Robert Mole- 
naan fit instead 

Flying in from Norway; like 
some on-loan Santa, the Molde 
goalkeeper Morten Bakke goes 
straight on to Wimbledon’s 
bench as cover for the in- 
creasingly excellent Neii Sulli- 1 
van at home to free-felling 
Chariton, a meeting of Selhurst 
Park’s reluctant tenants, past 
and present 

Coventry’s recent record 
against Tbtteaham is as good as 
it was against Leeds during 
George Graham’s time there. 
Spurs’ position in the lower 
edhelons does not reflect their 
resurgent form under new 
management so the outcome 
at Highfield Road could have a 
significance beyond the Sky 
Blues' customary bid to beat 
the drop. 


to ask. “When is Michael going 
to get a proper job?” she said. 

Fbr the moment Golding's 
“proper job” is single-handed 
ocean racing and the British 
sailor made his tall yest e rd ay •• 
- as fe becoming the custom for 
one of Britain's leatfing longds- 
tance yachtsmen - from the 
other side of tbe woaid. 

He is taking part in the 
Around Alone Race and yes- 
terday his 60ft Team Group 4 
boat was sailing south-west of « 
Tasmania, still with a difficult .• 
1,500 miles to run to the finish 
of the second leg of the race 
from Cape Town to Auckland. 

Hus fc Golfing's fourth cir- 
cumnavigation since 1992-93, 
and all four have seal hnn at sea 
for Christmas. Nat that he lets 
the <foy pass by fifee any ottos 
His Christmas treats to himself 
i yesterday included a complete 

flamelbathfoDowedbyluiKiof 

cured ham and crackers, 
washed down with a cup of 
wine, rounded offby a miniature/^ 
Christmas cake from Harrods.'* 

Golding started this ^800- 
mile leg as overall leader, but 
by only two and a half hours 
from France’s Isabelle 
Autissiec Now she has again 
been hit by gear problems and 
is heading for Tasmania forre- 
pairs, which will give Golding . 
valuable breathing space. 

But he is being chased by 
Autissier’s compatriot, Mare 
Iheincelin, over whom G 
had a 12-hour advantage 
bank when they left; Cape 
Both of them had been c 
between two weather 
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Mike Golding takes time 
oat to open Chris tmas 
presente on board his 
yacht In the Tasman Sea 

which had allowed the second 
leg leaden Giovanni Soldrni of 
Italy, to stretch away by near- 
ly 300 miles. 

But yesterday Goldin® 
thought he had escaped into bet- 
tor breeze ahead of Thiercelin 
and opened up a 50-mite gap. “So 
I plan to enjoy Chris tmas when 
I get to New Zealand,” he said. . 

Golding is not under pres- 
sure to try and dose down Sol- 
dini because he had a five-day 

advantage from the first leg,bot 

he expects to reduce the deficit 
over the last 1,500 miles. But, 
while he is now out of the dan- 

gar zone as for as being rescued 

in the southern ocean is con- 
cerned, there are problems 
ahead. “There is a low forming 
up north which could give me 
bad headwind," he said, 
^hese boats don’t like those 
conditions and I have already 
suffered shedloads of minnr 
jktoiage.” Going the other way, 
toefleet was assembling in 
gtiney for this morning's start 
of the classic 600- mil er to I® 
barf; hoping that Goidinlf 
weather does not leave than 

with a lot of mess to sort out 
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Sir Gawayne and the Grene Knyght 


\ 


by Martin Newell 


. - The Kyng’s crewe chilled, at Camelot that Krystmas 

.^f$th many tasty geeserez, gottevpm good geare 
blokes with a reppe, tpell-rayted in a rukke. 

People who culdepartiewith a vengeance 
The do went onne jbr dayes and dayes 
■ _ : Arthur ’s burde mucked-aut the place some momynges 

Emptied ashetrays, c hexed out cock and Cannes 
_ Hoovered-up the roachez and the rvbishe 

Come midday it all went raydeo rentals agapne 
For they were as a MiUwaUe posse bygge style 
AHcfthemmeon Stella beere and shortes 
aUdaye. 





Laddes drunkke and stinkeing 
Loades afbooz and scqffe 
Everybody thtnkkmg 
Somethynge myghte go off 


New Yere had harddy hide home 

When Arthur tdefbnedejbr a Thai Takeaway 

Loude cryed the laddes Jbr more lagere 

Arthur shoutede: “ Shutte itte-the sprogges are sleepen. 

Queene Brenda has gotte the arseayke over this 

She must go to B&QJyrste thyngefor the Sayles. 

Sir Gary, see if there's any signe ofthatscranne yet" 
But scarcely had Sir Gary got to garden gayte 
When a bigge bastards on a byke bur ste inne 
Strayght up the halle, oil on the Axminstere 
Queen Brenda’s Ykea lamps lyeing jtotte. 

No kydmgge. This was a honey-monstre. 

.Gj vme leather, grene leggynges, grene skidAidde. 
idrm&s lyke legges. Legges lyke tuggebotes. 

Bigge bushey beard down to his belie buckle. 

Strayght uppe 

On his bakke a Death’s hedde 
Manneres very rude 
And thenne Sir Gavin said: 

" Yowftmd cf hospital foode?” 

The verdant knyght gayve it summe verbal 
“Who’s the guzr’nor? You bimche cfhayre-dressers.” 

The Kyng was not beste p leased about this 
And lookked about for backuppefrom die Laddes. 

But nobody wantez a rukke bifore thenosebagge arrives 
You ever tried Thai Takeaway wythe brokken teethe? 
“Anybodye loante summe?" Asked the Grene Byker 
“I thought you teas supposed to be a horde crewe.” 



You culde see Arthur was just about to lose itte 
Quietly spoke Sir Gawayne: “Outsyde. Right nowe.” 

Arthur said: “No leave itte Wayne.” but too layte. 

This almyghty boundle begarme wythe the berque. 

Wayne wellied the wkmke with a wheel brayce, 

Dogges barkeing. Nayghbour's lyghts come on. The lotte 
Thence came the Pytthe. Blues and turns. 1 Jfyth back-uppe. 

The Grene Knight - and full credite to hymme - told the Fylthe 
Itte was a miscmderstandmg. So offe they trottede. 

Thenne he turned hymrounde to Gawayne and sayde: 

“You? Retume matche. Years’* tyme. My turfe. Be there. 

Or else. ” 

Helmet nowe wyth dente 
Bloodeon daygloe veste 
Offe the toeragge roared 
Somewhere to the weste. 

Gawayne slinges his Benne Shermarme in the Zannussi 
Breakes open a Becks and belches lyke a bastarde. 

“ Thisse is weQe bloddie seryious—Tm goner nede a motore. ” 
Kyng Arthur said it would be sortede. Saye no more. 

Wynter draggede onne thene Springe and the FA Grad 
MUhoaUe didn't gette a lookke-in they waz robbede. 

So the entyre crewe. Arthur. Sir Gawayne, Sir Daerrenn 
Sir Wdrrene, Sir Lee, Sir Shaun, Sir Kevin of New Crosse 
And aUe the others Johns ftewe to Ibeethajbr ajarirtyght’sfurme 
Muche drynkeing, fyghteing and horizontdjoggeing teas theyr. 
Then after, was deportayscheon and some payeing of fynes. 
Soone cayme Autumne and thenne soddynge Wynter agapne. 
Wayne, his yeare near uppe, must tacorme thyss tossere. 

The laddes had a whippe-rounde bijbre-hande. 

Gawayne was gotte in orders by the boyse. 

Eighteen-hole Dokke Martyn's. dodgey Mayce gasse 
Combatte kecques, welle-sharpenede Stanleye Knyve 
Numbers two croppe. Crombie, Fforde Cyortina. 

The cattles knackeres! For he was welle-toolede uppe. 

“Putte the bastarde oute of business!” Cryed the Kfrng. 

“Itte’s weile in hande. The gytte’s gotte it comemg. ” 

CaUes backe Gawayne. 

The trippe to the norfhewest as bade as it could be 
CoTitrqftoioe. roadeworks andasmacke-upby Stoke 
Gawayne, as it goes , endemg up neare Norths Wayles 
Hitte was Krystmas Eve and he was cremecraquered. 

By stroke qflucke, Gawayne mette anothere mayte, 

BertHak, who ran a garage wyth knyghtdubbe tacked orme. 
Weil apo irdede, as it happened. Usede to name wyth Arthur 


What a gaffe! Coquetayle bane. Faery lyghts. Opticces 
Raised a cryliq sheepeskinne dais, smokede glasse tabiL 
Waterebedde. And thys was juste the gueste bedroom. 

“ Stage here as longe as you lyke Wayne,” said BertHak. 

“7 knowe the mushe you’re oftere. A ryghte yaa-hoo. 

He lives notte two mylesfrom here. Helpe yourselven. 
Drynkes - whatevere. My lady Lynnette will looks after you ' 
Gawayne culden't believe it and gratefule he gaspes. 

“Tbppe geezere!" 

Krystmas was kepte in a blur of beere and Bacardie 
Gawayne laye in bedde layte loakeing at Loadede 
Many a lockke-in he hadde in Bertilak’s bane 
Drynking. He gotte completdey Schindleres Lists 
Thenne three dayes bifore the bygge battle, BertHak sayed, 
“Oute of Bacartiie. Tve gotte to go to Cashe and Caerrie. 

TO. be back layter. Mynde the missus for me.” 

That momynge, Lynette came into Gawayne 's chamber 
A handsome tarte, feisty and fitte-lookemg. 

She was tryemg it orme but Gawayne kepede coole. 

Whene BertHak was back he said, "Awryght thenne ?” 

‘‘Sweet as” sayes Wayne. u Sweet as.” 

BertHak bunges Gawayne a bottele of Bacardie 
"Ibppe man. Give it summe lewinski thenne.” 

WeUegoode. 

Come the nexte daye, BertHak drove to Droiturich 
7b see a marine about the manifolds on his motore. 

Same driUe. Chille oute dude. Helpen yourselve. 

Gawayne was ivaykened wyth a wet tongue in hys eare 
“Leave it oute Lynette. Yow are Bertilak’s beste burde.” 

By evenevng, BertHak is backe wyth hys wajty Y-Reg 
“Anythynge happened lyke?” He looked at Lynette. 

Gawayne buttoned itte. notte wysheing to saye nuthinne. 
BertHak bunges hym a bore cfBeckes beere. 

“Sortede thenne.” 

The thyrd daye, BertHak beckons Gawayne, going. 

“Tve gat a little tyckie going offe with some tomfoolery. 

Locke oftere Lynette - there'll be a longe drynk layter.” 
Gawayne is abed tohenne Lynette comes inne 
Ful beautifulle, hayre jblleing doume, uxmderebra 
Legges withoute ende ande some crqftie c ontryvance 
Begot fromme Janetreger , ; crotchdes camiknickeres 
Thiss was almoste too muche. Gawayne was gaggeing 
But by prayer to St Clmtaune he kept his wingknut onne. 

He begged* one thynggjrom hys mayte's missus: 

Batteryes jbr his Gaymeboye, flatte synce Boxeing daye. 


Thys she gives him ande he setlesjbra snogge. 

Wythe no rwntie-tumtie. For thatte was ryght oute. 
Thenne BertHak poppes inne and poures a Pernod 
He gives Gawayne a gold signet ringejbr good lucke. 
Lynette lowngeing Uissede oute to Teddie Penderegrasse 
“ Worde in your sheU-lyke Wayne. Did she trye it orme?” 
“No chaunce.” 

Nowe daumede the daye of the retume rukke 
Gawayne got into gears, wobbHe but weHe uppe Jbr itte. 

A myle uppe the roade he sees a signe sayemg 
Private Dryve Keep Oute. Bye nowe he's brickyng itte. 
The Grene Knyght's garage ivas huge - a hoogstraaten. 
Heareing bangeing from wythinne. he worries: 

'’Come over here fffe yow thynk you're horde enough.” 

“ You slagge.” Thegrbba was giving it alle of thatte. 
“Botteled oute? Ybu>, snowedroppe!” Goes Gawayne. 

This i oas takeing the pyssejbr die Grene Knyght 
He sunmge at Gawayne’s bounce with bayseball battle. 
Turyce more he twattedehym. Wayne woulden't go downe 
Whene Wayne mayced hym, it seemed to slowe hym uppe 
Butte backe he come with a kicke to the cryckette sette. 
Whych caused 'e Wayne’s eyes to weUe watere 
Hade enoughe have yow? Had enough e yow bastarde? 
Gawayne gritted his teethe. “Do you tayke Swytch ?” 

They backkede off 

The Grene Knyght tooke his helmet off his heade 
Undemeathe itte iras BertHak, Gawayne's host. 

Got uppe lyke a grebo - the fude maunty. 

Gawayne, gobbesmackede a tie being setuppe 
Kickede a tie hys Cyortina doore, sroeareing stUle. 

BertHak said: “ This vxisn't dowen to me, Wayne 
The Kyng had beared it said you was alle mouthe 
He toantede to see howe you cayme uppe in the wash e 
But since you're sounde, well calle thys a rezulte.” 

Wythe thatte. the Grene Knyght shmge a can of Stella 
At Wayne who stashede his Stanleye Knyve awaye 
Thence oftere they repairede to Gabrieli a’s 
A nearbye knyghtdubbe knownefor lappedauncmg 
Whereupone theye gayve the shortes a severe earning 
Residteing in a rukke wythe seven bounceres 
And anothere runne-in wyth the LocaUe ByUe 
Baled oute by Lynette onn Mondaye momynge 
StUle singeing “ No one lykes us. We donte cayre. ” 

As itte goes. 
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Brian Horns 


Taming tyrants 

Sir As a humanitarian, I feel 
obliged to assist David 
Aaronovitch in finding a non- 
military solution to the Iraq 
crisis (“Unfortunately, there 
really was no alternative to 
bombing Iraq”, 22 December). 

During the eight-year Iran- 
Iraqwar, Ayatollah Ehomeni 
needed to be “kept in his cage” 
with nota whimper from the 
British or the Americans when 
Iraq invaded its neighbour, 
and used chemical weapons 
against Iran. 

Now it seems that recently 
Saddam Hussein has become 
a brutal dictator. The Anglo- 
American definition of a 
ruthless dictator Is one who 
no longer foils Into line with 
Washington's diktat 

There is another state 
within the region which has 
defied the will of the 
international community This 
state continues to threaten its 
neighbours, indeed has 
illegally occupied the 
territories of not one but three 
countries. It has abused the 
rights of citizens firing under 
its rule and has been a serial 
breaker of promises in the 
peace process. It has amassed 
a stockpile of nuclear weapons 
and refoses to sign up to the 
nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty. This state is Israel 

Saddam Hussein is a 
tyrant He should be made to 
comply with Security Council 
resolutions and should be 
prevented from acquiring 
horrific weaponry. Israel must 
also be made to comply to UN 
resolutions. It must also be 
open to weapons inspections. 

There are over 1 billion 
Muslims in the world Islam is 
the fastest growing religion, 
with an increasing political 


influence in Asia, Africa, the 
Middle East and the former 
Soviet republics. 

The leaders of the Arab 
countries represent a foiled 
nationalist ideology The 
leaders of the Western world - 
would do well to realise that 
the kings and self-appointed 
presidents in the Arab world 
will not remain In power for 
long. A bitter and resentful 
Islamic world, suspicious of 
the West and the United 
Nations, is the last thing that 
Britain and America would 
wish to create. We are, I feai; 
fast approaching its birth. 

The alternative to bombing, 
Mr Aaronovitch, is a 
comprehensive and just . 
Middle East peace process. 
Only then are the tyrants 
exposed and isolated 
JSARWAR 
Edmonton, London 

Sir. I believe the British and 
US bombing of Iraq has been 
unethical and ineffective in its 
objectives. Saddam is a 
vicious ruler; but how can 
ordinary Iraqis in a weakened 
state do anything to change 
their rulers? 

If sanctions against Iraq 
were lifted Saddam would no 
longer be able to use the font 
that sanctions imposed by the 
West are stopping sufficient 
imports of food and medicine. 
Thirty per cent of the money 
received from the sale of oil 
has to be paid to creditors, not 
used to buy food Why not let 
the Iraqis sell as much oil as 
they wish and import anything 
except armaments? 

The Iraqi government 
would no longer have any 
excuse for refusing entry to 
Unscom inspectors. 

JOAN HUGHES 
London N16 


Clinton’s wisdom 

Sin The ability of some 
politicians and most of the 
media to misread the public 
mood is breathtaking. 

There are maqy in this 
country who are uncertain 
about the effe ctiveness and 
morality ofbombing Iraq, but 
none theless understand the 
complexities faced by those 
who take such strategic 
decisions, and that doing 
nothing was not an option. 

In the United States Clinton 
is pifloried by Republicans and 
press alike, yet has the highest 
approval ratings of any 
president since the Second 
Wbrid War His recent advice to 
his demoralised staff revealed 
the positive side of a complex 
indfeiduaL He told them to do 
their best and put their trust in 
the good sense of the American 
people. The wisdom of those 
words witt be beseen over the 
coming months. 

JAMES MALUNSON 
London NW3 

Sin As a direct result of its 
persecution of President 
Clinton, the Republican 
Parly has lost not one, but 
two of its leaders. 

It has got itself into a 
situation where two of the 
articles of impeachment 
recommended by its majority 
on the House Judiciary 
Committee were defeated 
with the help of its awn 
Congress members. It seems 
the real story in the US is the 
self-immolation of the 
Republican Party. 

As so often happens, 
hatred and bitterness have 
eaten away at those who 
perpetrate them. If 
Shakespeare were alive 
today he would already be 


sharpening his quill to 
dramatise the ‘“split-screen” 
presidency, complete with 
the slaughter of the 
innocents in Iraq. 

PAUL WALTER 
Newbury. Berkshire 

Sin What would we thinkif 
Had to the Chief-were played 
everj r time Blair appeared and 
we all stood to attention, 
knowing that he couldn't get 
his Bills through Parliament 
(“Cruise missiles won’t stop 
the dangers facing US 
democracy”, 19 December)? 

The stuffy old British may 
be lumbered with hereditary 
peers, a monarchy and an 
ancient non-constitution but 
our system is more efficient 
than the American one: we 
are not locked in a late 
eighteenth-century colonial 
time warp. You can’t have 
strong leaders with an 
American-style constitution 
and you need strong leaders 
if you want to be world 
policeman. 

State -of- the art smart 
bombs are useless without 
decisive leadership. The 
Americans need a prime 
minister based on a majority 
in the House of 
Representatives, a less 
powerful senate, a dignified 
non-executive president and 
some form of PR encouraging 
a wider range of parties. 

Then they’d have stronger 
government based on more 
active voter participation. 

KEN CLARK 
Bedford 

Star of wonder 

Sir: What is the point of trying 
to explain the Star of 
Bethlehem by investigating 
contemporary astronomical 


events, as reported by Roger 
Bighfield (Saturday Essay, 19 
December)? The relevant 
passage in Matthew’s Gospel, 
for from giving useful 
evidence, raises more 
questions than it answers. 

What “magi” would come 
from “the east”, and why 
would they go to Jerusalem? 
Bow could they know that a 
rising star belonged to "the 
king of the Jews”, when there 
already was one? 

Rather than search for 
contemporary appearances of 
comets or novae or 
conjunctions or occultations 
of planets, why not just put the 
story of the star In the same 
categories as the stories of the 
sun standing still and 
darkness covering the earth - 
not astonomy, or even 
astrology but mythology? 
ANNA FREEMAN 
Leighton Buzzard, 
Bedfordshire 

Sir In a recent school project 
we investigated the cost of 
Christmas. 

We discovered that the cost 
of an average family 
Christmas is about £800 and 
believe that much could be 
saved if people became more 
aware of what they were being 
persuaded to buy. 

One of our teachers 
introduced us to a friend who, 
on a visit to the Gambia, had 
been hospitalised. She was so 
appalled by the conditions 
that she now spends much of 
her time raising money for the 
hospital in Ban sang. We 
worked out that it would be 
possible for a family to have a 
very happy Christmas and 
save at least £200. This would 
provide a reconditioned 
wheelchair for a child in the 
Gambia. A cannula, which is a 


means of giving life-saving 
medication, costs only 82p, the 
equivalent of three Mars bars. 

For three days we raised 
money at school and then 
presented our findings to our 
parents at the school carol 
service. Our friend foxed the 
hospital and, as we sang our 
carols, a candle was lit in 
every ward in Ban sang. Our 
parents dug into their pockets 
and we will be sending enough 
money to provide four wheel 
chairs and 385 cannulas, one 
for each day of 1999. Our 
enterprise lasted only five 
days and involved a relatively 
small effort but its impact will 
still be enormous on people 
the other side of the world. ; 

BEN SUMMERS 
DAVID TTBBETS 
AH Saints C qfE t Aided) 
Middle School 
Northampton 

IN BRIEF 


Sir At 77, 1 walk with a stick, 
having osteoporosis, diabetes, 
varicose veins, occasional gout 
and 50 per cent deafness. I £# 
admit to the odd doddery spell 
(after my five or six daily pints 
of Pedigree bitter). But 1 
cannot recognise the “ordeal” 
of Jack O'Sullivan's 75-year-old 
(report, 21 December). Shame 
on Age Concern for being a 
party to such a caricature. life 
is for living. 

CLAUDE VERjRIER 
Brightlingsea, Essex 

Sin Mr Hague and his fellow 
Europhobes clearly have a 
vision of Britain free from rule 
by Brussels, thus leaving us -t 
free to carry out the wishes of** 
Washington. 

WA WALSH 
Gravesend, Kent 


the Weasel 

Mrs W marks her birthday by purchasing a truffle at huge expense, but unaccountably the delicacy fails to appear... 



SORRY TO harp on about grub on St Dys- 
pepsia’s Day, but at least the following 
vignette does not concern Christmas. As 
I remarked last week, Mrs Weasel has just 
notched up a significant birthday. 

By way of celebration, she decided to 
hold a small brunch. This American in- 
vention has long held an almost mystical 
appeal for my wife. She has never quite for- 
given me for spoiling Sunday brunch in a 
fancy Miami hotel a few years ago, when 
severe gastric problems prompted my 
rapid departure before we'd had a single 
bite. Last Sunday, I managed to avoid an 
repetition of this mishap by taking strin- 
gent efforts not to consume any uncooked 
Mexican sausage beforehand. 

Shopping for this wing-ding commenced 
in an Italian cornucopia in Soho. After buy- 
ing a ruinous quantity of prosciutto and a 
Dolomite-sized chunk of Parmesan, Mrs 
Ws restless eye alighted on a hand- 
written notice announcing the arrival of a 
consignment of white truffles. “Now, that 
would be something different,” she an- 
nounced. The deli went all swimmy before 
me as Mrs W commenced negotiations 
over the stratospherically-priced fungi 

The transaction took on an engagingly 


illicit quality when an assistant produced 
a box filled with small tissue-wrapped pack- 
ages. 

She disinterred a few smallish, gnarled, 
grey lumps. Though Elizabeth David 
writes of seeing “white truffles as large as 
tennis balls” in Turin shops, the examples 
presented to us looked exadty like well- 
worn rubber erasers. After befog approv- 
ingly sniffed by the manager our selected 
fungus was put in a tiny tub and surrounded 
by rice for protection. “Have it on scram- 
bled eggs. Use a small grater” yelled the 
manages as we scooted off clutching our 
10-quid deal 

On the day of the brunch, our patch of 
south-east London was transformed into 
a comer of New York’s Upper West Side. 
I prepared a precarious mound of smoked 
salmon and cream cheese bagels, while 
Mrs W began a production line of eggs 
Benedict, that most qiantessentially Amer- 
ican of breakfast dishes. There were also 
potato latkes. hash browns, Mini with 
lumpfish roe, fresh fruit kebabs and a huge 
bowl of blueberries. 

The consumption of this Mount Rush- 
more of stateside provender was irrigated 
by vats of Buck’s fizz and bloody Mary- It 


was only when the last of our guests had 
burped their farewell, that Mrs W suddenly 
clapped a hand to her forehead: “The 
truffle! I forgot all about It" Now there’s 
a pity isn’t it? 


ODD THINGS are happening at Time. This 
Wpek, the ma gazin e gained much attentio n 
by its somewhat self-contradictory choice 
of Bill Clinton and Kenneth Starr as joint 
“men of the year". Bizarre as this schizo- 
phrenic split is, it is not nearly as off-the- 
wall as an opinion expressed in Time the 
week before. 

This appeared in an essay by someone 
called Rod Usher Under the cringe-mak- 
ing headline “The Hair of the Dogma”, he 
expounded the proposition that "tyrants 
tend to facial hair". In support of his view 
that “face hair is camouflage, and despots 
are typically men of disguise" Usher sup- 
plied a long list of unpleasant generalissi- 
mos who had sported a variety of 
moustaches: Hitler; Stalin, Franco, Sad- 
dam, not to mention our Christmas guest 
Augusto Pinochet 

Adding the even more barbarous ex- 
amples of Ho Chi Minh, Lenin and Khome- 


ini, Usher concluded: “the ultimate proof 
of this theory is Fidel Castro." 

By the hairs on my chinny-chin-chin, I 
mused, the blighter's on to something. I bet 
you anything you like that the phizogs of 
Attfla the Hun, Tamerlane and Ozymandias 
ware all strangers to the razor. On the side 
of beardies, Abe Lincoln, WE Gladstone 
and Benjamin Disraeli were all pillars of 
enlightenment while the virtually hairless 
Mussolini might be regarded as the dic- 
tator’s dictator But surely the most sig- 
nificant example to disprove Usher’s case 
is still very much with us. The last Tbiy 
prime minister but one was the most dog- 
matic leader we've had since the wan and 
she had no beard to speak o£ 


HEAVEN KNOWS, I'm no nit-picker - but 
when you spot a glaring anachronism in a 
display mounted by a learned body, there 
is an obligation to engage in a spot of 
whistle-blowing. A couple of years ago, I 
gave a smallish warble after visiting the 
Geffiye Museum in Dalston, London E2. 
Nowit’s time to give a full-breathed blast 
Dedicated to English domestic interiors, 
this excellent institution re-creates the sp- 


unes in a senes of converted almshouses. 
Each Christmas, the museum decks out its 
displays with decorations and foodstuffe ap- 
propriate to the various periods. 

My particular gripe concerns a tableau 
devoted to the 18th century, which at this 

time of year is augmented by the aftermath 

of a Christmas feast, including a number 
of empty oyster shells. Nothing wrong with 
oysters being part of an 18th-century 
meal, of course. As everyone knows, they 
were a favourite snack of the time. Dr John- 
son even bought them for his cat, Hodge. 
Except that, as I pointed out in an ostreo- 
historical aside two years ago, the shells 
an display come from the wrong kind of oys- 
ters. They are deep-shelled rock oysters 
from the Pacific, which would surely have 
been a bit whiffy by the time they arrived 
on a London dinner plate. The type eaten 
by Dr Johnson and his pals was the flat- 
sbetled native oyster. 

Fbr the first time in two years, I hap- 
pened to be passing the Geffiye the other 

day, so I popped in to see its festive displays. 

Now I don’t want to give the impression that 
I’m some sort of obsessive nutcase - per- 
ish the thought -but I couldn't resist steal- 


- jl fluun. ■ 

ters were still there. As far as I could 
ttety were exactly the same shells as 
tone. Since the Geffrye is not a million rr 
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LOOKING BACK over the year, Peter Mandelson's period 
in office shed as much light on the nature of this govern- 
ment as did his sudden leaving of it In just 150 days in 
the Cabinet he symbolised the emergence of New Labour 
from the dark into the light When a whisperer-in -ears 
becomes Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, he has 
to make real decisions. Mr Mandelson defined himself, and 
the Government of which he was briefly a member as 
pragmatic, pro-European and with his liberal heart in the 
right place. 

He faced, for example, an important test of the Gov- 
ernment’s commitment to a competitive free market when 
he had to make a highly technical decision about the future 
of the Post Office. He fudged it. He was not interested in 
producing the best economic solution, but in balancing the 
political forces: so we were treated to a rhetorical mixture 
of public service and the free market New Labour is not 
then, realty dedicated to competition - but neither of course, 
were the Conservatives, transferring monopolies lock, stock 
and pork-barrel to the private sector. 

The Independent feels strongly about competition, not 
simply because this newspaper was launched to give read- 
ers choice or because we have felt the rough edges of 
Rupert Murdoch's monopolistic tendencies. We believe that 
one of the reasons for Britain's relative economic under- 
performance is its unenterprising culture and the feeble- 
ness of governments in dealing with the anti-competitive 
instincts of large corporations. The machinery of trust- 
busting is far. far too slow in this country. 

However, we do not want to give the impression - which 
can easily arise from the instant commentary of day-to- 
day journalism - that this Government is a miserable fail- 
ure. Tony Blair has done much of which we approve, 
starting in Northern Ireland, and across a broad front in 
beginning to reverse the social division of the Thatcher 
years. The minimum wage, set at a level that will not 
destroy jobs, the raising of child benefit the attention to 
finding work for the unemployed and lone parents, and the 
>*, focus on the causes of social exclusion are all welcome. 
Above all, in its stewardship of the wider economy, the 
Government has not yet made aery obvious mistakes, which 
must be counted as an achievement of some magnitude 
- and a historic one for the Labour Party. It was right to 
make the Bank of England independent although there 
is a problem with the asymmetry of the Bank's inflation 
target, which gives the monetary policy committee an 
incentive to keep interest rates too high. And, in practice, 
although we have quarrelled with the speed of its response 
to evidence of the economy slowing down, the committee 
-^eeras sensitive to the dangers. The Government's real 
Terror has been a political one - that of promising to “end 
the cycle of boom and bust?', which is bound to feed a sense 
of betrayal when the business cycle reasserts itself. Above 
and beyond this lies the question of how soon the British 
cyde will converge with continental Europe’s, and how soon 
Britain will join the euro. 


Europe 

ONE OF the most important of the Government’s positive 
achievements is to mark a turning point in the histoiy of 
our erratic relations with our neighbours. Mr Blair; to his 
great credit, has begun a long zig towards Europe after 
the unsteady zag that was taken in the opposite direction 
during the late M^jor years. 

Mr Mandelson was important, not just as an exemplar 
of New Labour’s hollow morality, but as a pro- European 
who said some suggestive things which ought to be included 
in any instant anthology of quotations. In January, he said: 
“Europe can be a superpower without being a superstate." 
Wfell, can it? Agree with it or not -and, broadly, we do agree 
-it was a provocative statement that asked the fundamental 
questions about the purpose of the European Union which 
ought to be asked at this point, six days away from the 
formal launch of the euro. We want the EU to be neither 
a superstate nor a superpower in the Cold-War sense, but 
we want it to have influence in the world, to be a force for 
democracy, and the rule of law independently of the United 
States. Ebr that reason, Mr Blair's plans for greater defence 
co-operation are as welcome as his closeness to the US 
over Iraq is suspect An EU defence force would not be a 
“European army" any more than Nato forces are a ‘'North 
Atlantic army”; in that respect, the Eurosceptic spectre 
of the federal superstate cannot be invoked. 

For most of this century, a currency has been as potent 
a symbol of nationhood as an army, but the world is chang- 
ing From next Friday, we will experience an intensifica- 
tion of the forces that render the idea of national monetary 
sovereignty either illusory or counter-productive. We will 
be a middle-sized economy on the edge of a huge single- 
currency zone that is bigger than the US. We are already 
following interest rate changes across the euro zone within 
days. We have to come to terms with a new idea of national 
sovereignty. If the constitution of the European Central 
Bank worries us - and it should, because it is secretive 
and undemocratic - we are only going to be able to change 
it from the inside. It is true that, in a large, unified mar- 
ket, there will be a constant gravitational pull towards 
political union - but that should be a good thing, provided 
that it always proceeds at the speed of the most reluctant 
member of the convoy. 

It is the very endlessness of pro-European rhetoric - 
4|the “ever-closer union” of the treaties - that is a problem, 
because any sceptic horror can be placed convincingly 
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somewhere down the track. That is why the urgent busi- 
ness of the EU is to entrench the notion of consent so that 
citizens have a real say in what matters to them and the 
language of “imposition from Brussels” is expunged Rad- 
ical notions, such as directly-elected EU commissioners, 
are needed, especially as the Union grows. But we have 
to embrace the future in a more confident frame of mind 
The economic changes of the information age will trans- 
form - are already transforming - the significance of the 
nation state. Britain should be leading the charge, if for 
no other reason than that, alone among Europeans, we 
do not have to park our language in a museum of national 
heritage in order to speak to the future. 

At least, after years of dithering, of accepting large steps 
towards European integration on the basis that they were 
technical free-market measures and then bitterly regretting 
them afterwards, we now have a Prime Minister who - it 
became clear during this year - is prepared to act on the 
understanding that Britain’s future lies in Europe. 

Our democracy 

IF THE renewal of democracy in the EU has yet to begin, 
Mr Blair made useful progress this year in reforming 
Britain’s own dated constitution. His coup in forcing the 
Tory hereditary peers to roll over was a triumph of 
instinctive politics, knowing where to apply pressure and 
keep it applied It was an important step, but a limited one 
- it is a strange reform of the hereditary principle that 
leaves an unmodemised monarchy What is more. Roy 
Jenkins 1 report on electoral reform, less than two months 
after publication, seems to be gathering the very dust its 
author vowed would not be allowed to settle. 

Our criticism of Paddy Ashdown has been that he has 
failed to promote liberal values aggressively, which is the 
only argument for plural politics worth having Instead of 
playing footsie with Mr Blair in the hope of delivering an 
electoral system to the Liberal Democrats’ advantage, he 
should have been voting against the illiberal Terrorism 
and Conspiracy Act passed in a dangerous parliamentary 
spasm after the Omagh bombing. 

Mr Blair is devolving power to Scotland, Wales, North- 
ern Ireland and London, and yet he is an unconvincing 
pluralist But when we accuse him of being a control freak, 
it is only an expression of our sympathetic concern for his 
self-interest It does him no good to be trying to fix inter- 
nal party elections or, worse, to impose a system of elec- 


tions for the European parliament which will tend to 
strengthen party machines. And what possible purpose 
was served by preventing Labour MPs registering their 
protest against the bombing of Iraq? 

Rule of international lam 

IF THE bombing of Iraq was the right thing to do, as we 
reluctantly accept it was, then it would not weaken Mr 
Blair's authority to allow Tony Benn - who conspicuously 
failed to offer any alternative means of restraining Sad- 
dam Hussein's murderous intentions - to vote against it 
The US/British attack on Iraq has been an imperfect 
instrument of justice, but 1998 has never the less been a 
hopeful year in the development of international law against 
tyrants and war criminals. 

The Nuremberg doctrine - that some crimes are so ter- 
rible that countries have the right to intrude on the 
sovereignty of others in order to bring perpetrators to 
justice -has been advanced significantly. The ad toe courts 
set up at The Hague to try Bosnian war criminals could 
now be imiversalised in the form of the International Crim- 
inal Court set up this year despite US opposition. If Pres- 
ident Clinton had backed the court, his moral authority 
in Iraq would have been the greater 

The passivity and bluster of European leaders over 
Kosovo, the Serbian province still being “cleansed" of eth- 
nic Albanians, has been one step back. But one step for- 
ward was taken by a heroic Spanish magistrate when he 
applied for General Pinochet’s extradition. Like Woody 
Allen’s Zelig, Mr Mandelson was there, too, opining that 
General Pinochet was a “brutal dictator” and that the idea 
of diplomatic immuni ty for him was “gut-wrenching”. He 
was tactically unwise to show his feelings - but they were 
not the wrong feelings to have. More seriously. Lord Hoff- 
mann was truly daft to overlook his connections with 
Amnesty International - but Amnesty’s arguments were 
right, and it is to be hoped that they will prevail when the 
five new Law Lords come to deliver their verdicts next 
month. Any thing which strengthens supra-national 
jurisdiction over crimes against humanity is right, even 
if its main effective sanction is only to exile retired dicta- 
tors from Harrods. 

Quality of liFe 

THIS WAS also the year in which the Government first 
published an index of the “quality of life” in this country. 


Anything that focuses on measures of national well-being, 
other than that of Gross Domestic Product, must be a good 
thing. But the Government has hardly begun to take those 
real “tough choices needed to secure our environment in 
trust for tomorrow”, as Labour ringingly declared before 
the election. 

Never the less, our impression of the past year is that 
the quality of life for most people in Britain might have, 
on balance, improved a little. To be sure, our lives are 
blighted unnecessarily by Chris Evans and the National 
Lottery. But as a people, we are a little healthier, and the 
Government shows some sign of taking better schooling 
seriously - although it is far too prescriptive for the 
youngest children. We take a livelier than ever interest in 
the arts and the Internet: far from killing the book, has 
given it a new lease of life. 

Nor has a better quality of life for the majority blinded 
us to our responsibilities to others. One of the best surprises 
of the year was the extraordinarily generous response from 
our readers to the appeal for the victims of the flooding 
caused by Hurricane Mitch in Honduras and Nicaragua 
We have also been concerned about deprivation at home: 
we reported Sir Donald Acheson’s findings of the persis- 
tent links between economic inequality and ill-health, and 
our Christmas appeal focused on the needs of one group 
in poverty in particular, namely the less fortunate among 
the old. As we promised in our first edition: “Our cam- 
paigning will emerge from our reporting rather than the 
other way round.” 

Wb hope to look back on 1998 as the year in which The 
Independent, having secured its financial future, regained 
the confidence of its founding spirit This newspaper was 
created, above all to serve its readers with “journalism 
of the highest standard", and we promised: “We wifi both 
praise and criticise without reference to the party line." 
We hope that that was as true over the pastyear as it was 
when the paper launched in 1986. 

We also said something else to our readers in that first 
issue: “Your relationship with us will finally determine 
what sort of newspaper we are.” Although we believe our 
values are stiff essentially the same. The Independent 
looks and feels very different from Issue No 1, largely in 
response to what you want us to be. We depend on an 
active, opinionated and independent readership to sur- 
vive, and look forward to your support, brickbats and in- 
volvement in the year to come. 
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ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 

Peter Mandelson • The bombing of Iraq • Benjamin Netanyahu • Bill Clinton • Pan Am flight 1 03 


THE BOMBING OF IRAQ 


Opinions about the outcome of United States and 
British military action against Saddam Hussein 


Sing Tao 

China 


THE OPERATION Desert Fox assault 
against Iraq has not produced any 
meaningful results. The action failed 
to win support from other countries 
and has proved unable to shake Sad- 
dam's power. Instead, the attacks 
have united the people there and 
sparked anger in other Islamic 
countries. On the other hand, 
Peking has tackled this issue skil- 
fully. It urged the US and Britain to 
end the military action and seek 
ways of continuing the weapons in- 
vestigations through diplomatic 
channels. China has thereby struck 
a chord with many other countries 
around the world and has strength- 
ened its diplomatic hand. 


Blair’s government is so entranced 
ty Clinton that it cannot ask the US 
Administration directly, then the 
British Opposition should start to 
ask questions of Blair. 


Jordan Times 


the NEW YORK 
Times 
us 


THE ARAB world needs to get its act 
together by adopting a dear and co- 
herent stance on the Iraqi situation 
in the aftermath of last week’s bom- 
bardments of the country. The 
Lower House of Parliament in Jor- 
dan has taken due notice of the bold 
declarations and actions of Moscow; 
Peking and the Vatican on Iraq, and, 
rightly, lamented Arab inaction. 
This is as good an occasion as any 
for the major Arab capitals to co-or- 
dinate their efforts with Paris, 
Moscow and Peking to return san- 
ity and compassion to the conflict 


THE CHALLENGE dow for the Sec- 
urity Council is how to contain Iraq. 
Clinton has not ruled out future 
bombings, but this is no solution, and 
no one wants a permanent state of 
war. The Administration also wants 
to bring down the Iraqi govern- 
ment but Saddam Hussein seems 
remarkably resilient and the oppo- 
sition divided and weak. 

What is required is some creative 
thinkin g, but the Security Council is 
polarized. Chances have to be taken, 
and perhaps now is the time to con- 
sider a provisional lifting of sanc- 
tions - not to reward Iraq but to 
provide an incentive for it to accept 
monitoring. Failure to comply would 
result in the reinstatement of sanc- 
tions. Through a combination of 
carrot and stick, it is possible that 
Iraq could be brought back to the 
community of nations. 


KOREA TIMES 


THE STRIKES have done irre- 
versible damage to the United Nat- 
ions security council’s effective 
mechanism to check Saddam Hus- 
sein’s evil designs. By far the great- 
est loss is that the air strikes may 
have prompted a vast number of 
people in the Arab world to sympa- 
thise with the Saddam Hussein 
regime. Surely, a long-term psych- 
ological warfare campaign aimed at 
turning Iraqis against their nrthless 
dictator may be the most far-sighted 
option in terms of strategies to 
replace the present military action 
President Clinton's Administration 
so foolishly embarked upon last 
week. 


Syria Times 


Gulf Times 
(ME 


BOMBING IRAQ was a mistake. To 
do so with so little consultation 
with other countries was a disaster 
to do so without fresh authorisation 
from the United Nations Security 
Council was even worse. Britain 
must recover its balance, and start 
to question what is being done. If 


THE WHOLE world condemned this 
aggression on Iraq which was car- 
ried out to fulfil political objectives 
and personal ends. Hundreds of in- 
nocent Iraqi victims fell to satisfy 
President Bill Clinton’s needs. He 
killed many civilians and destroyed 
many educational, economic and 
medical facilities. It is only part of 
the evidence of the criminal policy 
pursued by the only superpower in 
the world, run under the so-called 
“new order”! 


A Victorian morality tale 


THE GUARDIAN 


THIS WAS not Neil Hamilton or Tim Smith - 
style sleaze. F&r from it Our view remains 
that Peter Mandelson was guilty of vani- 
ty rather than venality and that since the 
source of his funding -a loan, not a gift - 
was from a ministerial colleague rather 
than an outside businessman, it hardly 
plumbs the depths of the Tory years. 


THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 


IN HIS forewefl letter to Mr Mandelson, Mr 
Blair quoted his old friend as saying: “We 
can’t be like the last lot” They are not like 
the last lot: they are for worse. Ibiy 
“sleaze” took almost 15 years in office to 
become a serious problem. New Labour 
has managed it in as many months. 


THE MIRROR 


THIS IS a defining moment in politics. Peter 
Mandelson exemplified everything New 
Labour stands fog and today he is ruined 
The downfall of the Trade Secretary tells 
us many things, chief among them that 
politicians should not cut themselves off 
from the people. (Paul Rout] edge) 


Daily mail 


MR BLAIR came to pow er promising an end 
to even the appearance of sleaze. Yet from 
the iFbnnula One imbroglio to Geoffrey 
Robinson’s labyrinthine financial affairs 
and Mr Mandelsotfs bizarre mortgage 
arrangements, that “purity” has often 
seemed less than pristine. 



Dear reader you can guess ^ere their 
pride leads them. (MaiyAnn Sieghart) 


EVENING STANDARD 


MANDELSON will now probably lie low 
fora while. But supporters of Blair’s vision 
of “New Labour” should hope that Man- 
delson will return soon, at least in an in- 
formal role. In Blair’s 1394 leadership 
cam paign. Mandelson played a vital back- 
ground role, operating under the pseudo- 
nym “Bobby”. We shouidnot be surprised 
if be starts playing a similar role in the 
months ahead as Blair starts to map out 
his campaign to win the next general elec- 
tion, which may be little more than two 
years away Nor should we be appalled De- 
spite his lapse of judgement, Mandelson 
is a powerful force for good He will, and 
should, be back. (Peter Kellner) 


THE SUN 


IF THERE is one lesson from the case of 
Mandys loan, it is this: honesty is not just 
the best policy. It is the only polity when 
you are in public life. And what does all this 
tell us about Tony Blair? We will never 
know if Mandelson resigned or was sacked 
But one thing’s sure. If Blair is strong 
enough to say goodbye to Mandelson, 
then ndbody in government can rest easy. 


The Wall Street 
JOURNAL EUROPE 
Brussels 


PETER MANDELSON’S RESIGNATION 


Financial Times 


BORROWING MONEY - even a large sum 
- was nothing to be ashamed of Allega- 
tions that Mandelson misled the press 
about the source of funds for his £475,000 
house can be dismissed as pique. But as 
one who was in the vanguard of criticis- 
ing Tory MPs for financial sleaze, he 
should have been super-sensitive to the 
need for a scrupulous adherence to pro- 


Verdicts on the career of the Secretary of State for Trade and 
Industry, who resigned over a loan from a felloiv minister 


priety, especially after he joined the Cab- 
inet in the summer reshuffle. 


The Times 

IT HAS all the ingredients of a great Vic- 


torian novel. The talented middle-class 
man who ingratiates himself with the rich 
and famous, and becomes the favoured 
weekend guest of the heir to the throne. 
The businessman on the make who uses 
his nouveau richesse to grease his assent 
to power. Success turns both their heads. 


IT is instructive that what forced Mr Man- 
delson (and his friend Geoffrey Robinson) 
out of government yesterday was the mere 
appearance of impropriety. Indeed, any- 
one who finds Mr Clinton’s impeachment 
hard to swallow ought to choke over the 
Mandelson affair. 

Mr Mandelson's resignation may leave 
Tony Blair without a trusted ally and ad- 
viser in government, and it may give 
Labour's left new impetus to push an old 
agenda. But his resignation preserves the 
sense that this Government takes seri- 
ously its commitment to probity and ac- 
countability. Americans might profitably 
take note. 



•■A 


BENJAMIN NETANYAHU 


Views on the record of the Israeli Prime Minister, 
who lost a vote of confidence in the Knesset this week 


JERUSALEM POST 
Israel 


UNTIL THE revolution wrought 
by Benjamin Netanyahu, it 
should be remembered, the 
peace debate was split between 
those who favored territorial 
compromise and those who be- 
lieved that the Arab world 
would not make real peace, 
but only take advantage of Is- 
raeli concessions. That debate 
is now over the argument is no 
longer over the principle of 
slicing the pie, only which party 
will negotiate a better and hig- 
ger piece for Israel. 



San Francisco 
Chronicle 

us 


IN THE Knesset, hard-line con- 
servatives, nationalists and re- 
ligious leaders were furious 
that he had signed a deal with 
Arafat granting territory to the 
Palestinians, even though 
Netanyahu has balked at im- 
plementing it. Knesset leftists 


and moderates, seeking ac- 
commodation with the Pales- 
tinians. objected that the 
premier refused to carry out the 
Wye compact in good faith. 
Playing both sides against the 
middle and seeking centrist 
support, too, Netanyahu was 
caught in the crunch and lost 
the majority’s confidence. 


gaged the Americans in a cat- 
and-mouse game. He juggled 
the peace process, hoping to re- 
tain the support of the religious 
right Domestically, too. he ap- 
peased them with funds for 
their special schools and spe- 
cial religious laws. Now he is ex- 
posed. Israelis and the 
Palestinians deserve a better 
Israeli prime minister - one 
committed to peace, not a 
chameleon who plays with a 
peace process in order to stay 
in power 


Denver Post 

us 


Canberra Times 

Australia 


NETANYAHU HAD no long-term 
vision or commitment to peace. 
He fumbled. He delayed. He en- 


EN HIS two -and-a-half years in 
power; Benjamin Netanyahu 
proved himself more of a prag- 
matist than an ideologue, but 
was unable to overcome the 
chronic instability of Israeli 
politics. 

It is to be hoped that who- 
ever forms the next govern- 
ment can attract a broad 
enough majority to build a solid 
foundation for a lasting peace. 


THE TRIAL OF BILL CLINTON 


The press considers whether the United States 
Senate should convict or censure the President 


the Washington 
post 

us 


the Boston 
Globe 


us 


the SENATE should censure 
him. He needs to be forced to 
acknowledge, as he has not 
thus far notjust what he did but 
why it matters- that ties of the 
sort he told under oath and oth- 
erwise raise a legitimate ques- 
tion as to the fitness of a 
president to serve. Censure is 
the least harmful of the im- 
perfect alternatives, and the 
Senate should find a way to get 
to it 


THE OVERWHELMING major- 
ity of Republican senators will 
vote for conviction, so the pres- 
ident’s fate rests in the hands 
of 45 Democrats. They must de- 
cide whether to condone or 
condemn. It is said that enough 
votes to convict Clinton cannot 
be found in the Senate chamber 
Do not believe it i John EUis) 


The Times Of 
India 


The Straits 
Times 

Singapore 


CLINTON HAS vowed to re- 
main in the job. But once the 
trial gets under way he wiU find 
he has to divide his attention be- 
tween the hearings and the 
goings-on in the rest of the 
world. No prize for guessing 
which of the two will require 
closer attention. 


EVEN NOW it is not too late for 
Mr Clinton to quit. Americans 
by and large increasingly feel 
that the episode has assumed 
the macabre overtones of a 
witch hunt and do not want to 
bear witness to Mr Clinton’s im- 
peachment they would rather 
that he demit office on his own, 
thereby preserving at least a 
shred of dignity for a White 
House repainted in the prima- 
ry colours of lies and lust 


PAN AM FLIGHT 103 


Reflections on the tenth anniversary of the 
explosion of a passenger aircraft above Lockerbie 


The Daily 
record 


TEN YEARS on, Lockerbie is 
again the reluctant focus for 
feelings and memories. Bitter- 
ness is only natural Especially 
from the relatives who have re- 
ceived neither apology nor ex- 
planation for the failings which 
led to the deaths of their loved 
ones. And especially when, on 
the anniversary of their loss. 
Colonel Gaddafi resumes his 
cat-and-mouse game over the 
trial of the Libyan suspects. 


bad little or nothing to do with 
the case, but was made a 
scapegoat for political reasons. 
The best way to dear the air 
over this is to go through with 
the trial of the two Libyans. If 
prosecutors fail to establish 
guilt the Syrian -Iranian angle 
will have to be reopened. 


THE TIMES 


The Daily 
Telegraph 


The behaviour of the US gov- 
ernment in the Lockerbie case 
has not inspired confidence. 
The Justice Department has 
pursued a persecution cam- 
paign against those who have 
challenged the official version 
of events, especially those who 
subscribe to the view that the 
bombing was an Iranian-Syrian 
plot Their claim is that Libya 


We are still attempting to iden- 
tify the perpetrators of that 
outrage, the worst single act of 
terrorism since the war. Or 
rather; we have decided in- 
stead to find a scapegoat. The 
two Libyan suspects are only 
bit-players, small cogs in a far 
larger terrorist machine. As the 
intelligence services of Britain, 
the US, and probably Israel, 
know full well foil responsibil- 
ity for the bombing of Pan Am 
flight 103 ties elsewhere. Libya 
was not even the prime mover. 
If it had been, Colonel Gaddafi 
would not now be contemplat- 
ing the risk of allowing two sus- 
pects out of his country. 


THE VIEWS OF THE WORLD 


MISCELLANEOUS 



Toronto Star 
Canada 


Baltimore Sun 
US 


Stories from around the world 


ANCHORAGE 
Daily News 
us 


will help moose save energy 
and get it on its way. 


MOOSE COULD die off in dra- 
matic numbers this year if the 
snow continues or the weather 
warms. Roughly three feet of 
snow has fallen in the area 
since the beginning of Decem- 
ber, but so far the snow is light 
and powdeiy making travel for 
the moose relatively easy. If 
warm weather comes and a 
crust covers the snow, walking 
in search of food will become 
more difficult 

If more snow comes, the 
willows become covered and 
food becomes scarce. If the 
snow gets deeper and someone 
wants to aid a struggling 
animat packing a trail with a 
snow machine or snowshoes 


South China 
Morning post 


while DOING an impers- 
onation of Freddy Mercury in 
a bar, I was asked to desist Ap- 
parratly such an expression of 
gratitude to music was unlaw- 
ful in Hong Kong as in the 
eyes of the constabulaiy it con- 
stituted “dancing". As the bar 
did not have a dancing permit, 
I was fencouraging] the man- 
agement to permit it All would 
have been well had I stayed 
rooted to the spot but mv path- 
etic attempts at Freddy's body 
gestures crossed the line What 
happened to the right to harm- 
less self-entertainment? 


research by Sally Chatterton 


quotes of 
the Week 



“The way I see things 
is that at 50, your 
body guarantee runs 
out. At 60 you are into 
heavy maintenance 
and. at 65, injury time 
or worse” 

Shirley Conran, 
novelist 


“This is a tremendously 
sad day for Hartlepool" 
Peter Barron, the 
editor of 'The 
Hartlepool Mail’, 
reacting to the 
resignation of Peter 
Mandelson 


"Consumer 
capitalism has eaten 
up the Church, the 
state, trade unions, 
extended families 
everywhere that 
people learn 
morality" 

Irvine Welsh, novelist 
and playwright 


"It’s made the United 
States the laughing 
stock of the world and 
our political 
atmosphere 
ente rtaining, silly 
and sad” 

Woody AUen,fiLm 
maker, on the 
President Clinton 
affair. 


“I would hate the 
public to think that all 
MPs insist on having 
half a million- pound 
houses.” 

Diane Abbott. 
UibourMP 
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the Saturday Essay 


There’s no going back to 
the golden age of sport 



Riders in last summer’s Tour de France staging a strike in protest at their treatment during the doping scandals that dogged the race Jacky Naegelen 



Richard 

Williams 

To talk about the good 
old days in a tone of 
nostalgic yearning is merely 
to waste valuable time 


HERE IS the sports news. A leading tennis 
player has been fined after a positive result 
from a drugs test at Wimbledon. In 
Australia, two world-famous Ttest cricketers 
have been instructed to appear before an 
official inquiry looking into an illegal 
betting operation. 

And that, on Radio 4's Today 
programme one morning this week, was 
that. No results, no overnight scores, no 
deeds of heroism or uncommon skill to 
arouse the reluctant spirits in a bleak mid- 
winter dawn. Just business as usual - the 
latest in a litany of sleaze, smear and 
scandal that has virtually submerged 
what is supposed to be the real business 
of sport throughout this year, with 
examples generated in practically every 
conceivable register and dimension. 

An England footballer is hung in effigy 
outside an Essex pub. His manager writes 
a book betraying his players' confidences. 
The Tbur de France, an institution watched 
by more spectators than any other live 
sporting event, is crippled by police 
investigations into systematic drug abuse. 
England's most successful rugby captain 
suddenly becomes a national hate figure, 
in belated revenge for his perceived 
arrogance. A German racing driver dashes 
along the pit lane intent on accusing a 
Scottish rival of trying to Mil him and, 
apparently, looking for appropriate 
revenge. An Italian footballer pushes an 
English referee to the ground. A boxer who 
bit a chunk off his opponent’s ear during 
a world title fight is allowed to resume his 
career of making millions for himself and 
even more millions for those who promote 
him. An Irish swimmer is finally found 
guilty of drug-taking after a wearyingty 
protracted investigation, devaluing her 
three Olympic gold medals (pending 
appeal, inevitably). An English swimmer 
fails in her campaign to have her silver 
medal transmuted info gold by the removal 
. . from the records of an East German 
~3fcapponent now known to have abused 
illegal substances. A players' lock-out 
paralyses the professional basketball 
league in the US, which means that the 
game is wantonly withholding itself from 
the young fans whose addiction it has so 
assiduously and lucratively encouraged. 
Multinational corporations attempt to buy 
some of the world’s oldest and most 
illustrious football clubs, their only inter- 
est in the game the profit it can generate. 

But tennis? And cricket? Those white- 
clad games of summer, bom in a world of 
sunlit garden parties, the traditional 
emphasis of which on good manners - the 
etiquette of the anguished “Sorry, partner'’ 
and the gruffly acknowledged “Good shot” 

- was woven into the conduct of the sport 
as firmly as the rules of play? Well maybe 
tennis long ago forfeited its good name, 
thanks to the unpunished gamesmanship 
of Connors and the poisoned genius of 
McEnroe. And in cricket, although a warn- 
ing shot was fired when the words 
"Marsh”, "Lillee” and "bookmaker" 
appeared in the same sentence, perhaps 
it all went to hell in the instant it took Mike 
Atherton, England's longest-serving cap- 
tain, to decide not to follow the tradition 
of walking when caught behind at Trent 
Bridge, and the fate of last summer’s Test 
series turned favourably on his refusal 

No sensible observer can consider 
these events, and the overarching 
phenomenon that they represent, without 
■f sooner or later being drawn into raising 
the question of exactly what sport repre- 
sents in our time, and what in fact it is 


for. Beyond, that is, its recently assumed 
function of ensuring the further enrichment 
of the owners of multinational communi- 
cations networks and the manufacturers 
of £100 training shoes. 

Almost anyone old enough to be a par- 
ent will remember a time when the 
answers were dear and threefold. Sport 
existed primarily for the benefit of the par- 
ticipants, to provide them with a vehicle 
for the development and exercise of certain 
special instincts and skills in a healthily 
competitive environment. Secondly, it 
existed to provide fun and excitement for 
spectators, offering an outlet for the 
human capacity for unreasonable loyalty 
and unreflective enthusiasm, additionally 
enriching the store of collective experience 
and shared memory. Finally, it provided 
young and unformed minds with a series 
of behavioural models: not just how to win 
and how to lose with symmetrical equa- 
nimity but how to oppose and bow to col- 
laborate. how to hold an advantage and how 
to recover from a setback, bow to lead and 
how to follow. 

All these lessons came under the head- 
ing of “Sporting Behaviour", but they 
were generally accepted to have a wider 
application in the development of individ- 
ual character And do matter how regularly 
or cynically they were flouted by profes- 
sionals in the public eye. the principles 
stood unchallenged. Players and officials 
and spectators alike, everyone knew where 
he or she stood in relation to the under- 
lying ethic. 

But in recent years the position of 
sport in society has changed almost beyond 
recognition. As leisure time and disposable 
incomes have generally increased, sport 
has become part of the vast entertainment 
industry developed to service the demand 
for recreation. Sports stars, soap- opera 
actors and members of the royal family 
have assumed equal status in the new 
democracy promoted by the strategic 
Synergy of television and newspaper 
interests. This exaggerated interest in 
private lives places the existence of promi- 
nent sports people in an entirely different 
(and. for some of its subjects, unen- 
durable) perspective, creating an artificial 
appetite for news about the love life of a 
golf champion or the addiction of a gifted 
footballer. All the old attitudes - not least 
the nature of what might be called petty 
patriotism in contemporary life, as evi- 


denced by the immoderate support for 
British tennis players at Wimbledon - have 
had to be readjusted to take account of this 
commercially induced shift in perception. 

The earlier reference to parents was not 
accidental To the surprise and dismay of 
many that old belief in the character-form- 
ing function of games has been overtak- 
en by another exemplary use of sport, 
embodied by the necessity to spend a high 
proportion of breakfast-time conversa- 
tions explaining to children exactly why the 
two men who run English football are in 
disgrace, what it is that the man whose leg- 
breaks we were copying in the park last 
summer is supposed to have done, why two 
women are allowed to put on gloves and 
punch each other for money and why the 
boy who goes out with a Spice Girl and 
whose poster is on your sister’s wall is 
being treated as though he had committed 
high treason. 

Fbr some of us, this new experience 
began five years ago, with Eric Cantona's 
intemperate physical response to the 
verbal goading of Matthew Simmons on 
that notorious night at Selhurst Park. 
“Indefensible!” roared the headline the 
next morning in LEquipe, the daily sports 
newspaper of Cantona's home country. It 
was the obvious instant reaction to the 
player's assault on the fen, but even by tbe 
time the paper reached the news-stands 
it seemed less than adequate. Although 
Simmons had slandered Cantona’s mother 
in terms that might have seemed barely 
exaggerated from the usual run of terrace 
insult, the Frenchman refused to turn a 
deaf ear. His dramatic hung fu kick stirred 
a fascinating and perhaps ultimately con- 
structive debate about the extent to which 
Britain's small army of Simmonses could 
be indulged before someone came to the 
conclusion that it was time to make an un- 
mistakable gesture of disapproval. 

This debate found its most important 
level at the breakfast table, wbere young 
attitudes were being shaped in the crucible 
of moral ambiguities. At the other end of 
a very specific and narrow spectrum from 
the Cantona incident, the product of Paolo 
Di Canto's utterly stupid assault on referee 
Paul A1 cock was refreshingly unequivocal; 
in any imaginable circumstances, laying 
a hand on the ref is a bad thing and brings 
condign punishment 

Ftew people will have a problem with the 
question of drug use in sport All bad, not 


just in terms of fairness towards all 
contestants but in terms of the health of 
the abusers - mostly predicated on so-far 
unknown side-effects of products that 
have not been around long enough to 
undergo adequate testing programmes. 

However, you would have to be hard of 
heart not to extend some degree of 
sympathy toward cyclists whose teams 
impose drug-based training regimes and 
who welcome the short-term reduction in 
sheer physical pain brought about by the 
various illicit injections and ingestions. 
From the saddle, bicycle racing is bitterly 
hard and im glamorous work, and its 
tradition of chemical assistance goes back 
to its very origins. 

Tbe same cannot be said for swimmers 
and athletes, victims of the steroid 
syndrome in the last quarter-century. But 
sympathy for those who take drugs merely 
in order to avoid having to give the rest of 
the field a 10-metre start, and who do so 
with the greatest reluctance, should not be 
allowed to obscure the unacceptability of 
their habit, even in a world where recre- 
ational drug use is a commonplace in every' 
stratum of society. 

Most of the incidents discussed so far 
would have been unlikely if not effectively 
impossible, in previous generations. In 
most cases, the difference is created by the 
opportunity to make big money usually 
from the proceeds of the sale of television 
rights or from its associated revenue- 
streams, such as sponsorship or product 
endorsement The staggering prosperity 
of top-level football appears to be the 
sporting equivalent of a victimless crime, 
despite the sterling efforts of the Newcastle 
United board to alienate virtually every- 
one in sight. But the wholesale takeover 
of rugby union by millionaires - including 
members of the Newcastle United board 
- has been a disaster, at least in the 
medium term; a formerly amateur game 
has been intoxicated by the illusion of 
prosperity, drunk on nothing more than the 
fumes from the next table. 

As for individuals, no one who knows 
much about human nature would fell for 
a suggestion that well remunerated 
players will necessarily be more contented 
and therefore better behaved. In the vast 
majority of people, athletes and non-ath- 
letes alike, the most powerful effect of the 
sudden acquisition of large amounts of 
money is the strengthening of the desire 


to acquire even more, with the consequent 
corrosive effect on such thing; as scruples. 
A secondary effect is the creeping 
assumption of superiority to the rest of 
mankind and a consequent exemption 
from its most basic rules (although this, 
as we have learnt from the front pages of 
this week’s newspapers, is a phenomenon 
not wholly confined to the world of sport). 

And yet, in a seeming paradox, this year 
also witnessed a piece of sporting behav- 
iour as immaculately unselfish as anything 
within living memory. The fact that it took 
place during an international cricket 
match made it only slightly less surpris- 
ing. By dedaring an innings dosed against 
Pakistan while his own score stood at 334 
not out, the Australian captain, Mark 
Taylor left himself tied with Don Bradman 
for the highest Test score made by an 
Aussie batsman, denying himself a solus 
position at the top of a list of numbers but 
winning a special place among the 
immortals for his refusal to claim a 
spurious statistical superiority to the 
greatest practitioner of his craft Triumph 
and modesty went hand in hand; it was like 
being in a time-warp. 

But to talk about the good old days in 
a tone of nostalgic yearning is a waste of 
breath. We don’t and can't live in them. We 
can learn from history, certainly but we live 
in our own time, with its own kind of 
evolution, its own pressures and impera- 
tives. and we should get on with confronting 
the reality of what that means. Rather than 
attempting to impose some idealised 
model drawn from an imperfectly 
remembered past far better to invent a 
new set of responses in which imagination 
is blended with common sense. Hard to 
achieve, certainly, in the present over- 
heated climate. But each discipline has its 
strengths and weaknesses, and its value 
in the developing market place. Players, 
owners and administrators need to apply 
realism to an assessment of their stand- 
ing and to use that knowledge to create 
organic growth without running the kind 
of risk - that of total ignominy and poten- 
tial obliteration - from which British rugby 
union dubs are struggling to extricate 
themselves. And to recreate a sense of 
ethics within that changing framework, to 
reimpose a sense of right and wrong that 
does not rely on the ever-feinter memory 
of Corinthian precepts, represents the 
biggest challenge in sport 


DAYS LIKE THESE 


Ian Irvine 



26 December 1932 


JULIAN GREEN. 
novelist (pictured), writes 
in his diary: 

“My wounded knee obliges me 
to lie on the drawing-room sofa 
most of the day. 1 read Sense 
and Sensibility before a big log 
fire. Delightful day! A feeling of 
deep security, very near to that 
peace that passes all 
understanding mentioned in 
the Bible. I put down my book, 
from time to time to watch the 
flames and smell the odour of 
the burning wood. Jane 
Austen's method consists in 
contrasting one moral quality 
with another - which quality 
she strives to personify - and 
although I find the method a 
trifle mechanical I surrender 
to the charm of a writer whose 
smile is never a grimace and 
from whom emotion never 
draws a scream, for well-bred 
people don’t scream. Jane 
Austen always remains a little 
within the bounds of what she 
wants to say, with the exquisite 
reserve that she alone 
possesses, but none the less 
her delineation is admirably 
dear. Compared with her, 
Charlotte Bronte seems wildly 
dishevelled.” 


26 December 1918 

SIR EVELYN WRENCH, 
diplomat, records in his diary: 

"St Stephen’s Day 1918 will long 
be remembered as one of tbe 
landmarks in the history of the 
English-speaking world. It was 
an historic moment when 
President Wilson, the 
successor of George 
Washington, stepped on to the 
platform of Charing Cross 
railway station to be greeted by 
His Majesty King George V, the 
lineal descendant of George HI. 
As I watched the two men 
shake hands and noted tbe 
warmth with which they 
greeted each other I felt that 
history was being made before 
my eyes. Two minutes later the 
King introduced Mr Lloyd 
George to the President, and 
all eyes were focussed on the 
two leaders of the English- 
speaking Democracies... All 
shades of political opinion on 
this side of the Atlantic were 
determined that the official 
head of the American Republic 
should receive such a welcome 
as was never before extended 
to any visitor to these shores. 
The cordiality and warmth of 
London's welcome to Mr Wilson 
will long be remembered by 
those who saw it. But the 
outstanding impression in my 
mind is the picture of that tall 
smiling man talking animatedly 
to the little Welshman on the 
railway platform. These two 
men are between them very 
largely moulding the destinies 
of mankind at the Peace 
Conference. It is gratifying to 
know from their lips how 
identical are the aims of our 
two peoples and how close is 
the spirit of co-operation which 
exists between us. How 
fervently can we all re-echo the 
prayer of the King in his speech 
of welcome that the same 
brotherly spirit which has 
animated Great Britain and 
America in the war may inspire 
and guide their united efforts to 
secure for the world “an 
ordered freedom and an 
enduring peace’." 



HE CAME, be gave and. as is tradi- 
tional at this time of yean he was 
roundly abused for his pains. 

Consider this. If someone were to 
dress up as, say, Mike Atherton or 
Tina Turner and rob a sub-post 
office, you would not find a headline 
reading; “Mike Atherton robs post 
office." At the very least the words 
“Mike Atherton" would be safely 
encased in quotation marks. Yet 
every year various unspeakable 
deeds committed by Santa Claus 
impersonators are reported in the 
newspapers as if perpetrated by the 
great man himseUL 

Only this week in Michigan, a 
scheme in which volunteers reptyto 
letters that children have sent to 
Santa was sabotaged by a renegade 


Father Christmas threatening in 
his reply to kill the child’s pet dog. 
“IT kfll your dog - love Santa" was 
the newspaper headline. No quota- 
tion marks to be seen. Nor were 
there any in the story of the Santa 
snoring soundly in a department 
store grotto after lunching too well 
nor in the one that crops up every 
year about the Santa who either 
mugs or exposes himself to a passer- 
by in Fifth Avenue. 

Judging by the terrible press 
Santa Claus gets, you might suppose 
him to be a murderer or a game 
show host rather than a gjver of gifts 
and a bringer of joy. It is not even as 
if he asked for the role - we imposed 
it on him. He heroically shouldered 
the burden and now finds himself the 


ACCIDENTAL HEROES OF THE 
20th Century 

20: Santa Claus 


unfortunate focus of our discontent 
when we are dissatisfied - as many 
of us were yesterday - with the 
baubles he has brought us. 

In the fourth century, of course, 
when Saint Nicholas was Arch- 
bishop of Myra, in Asia Minor the 
consumer society was not quite as 
developed as it is today. Good deeds 
and saintly ways were his speciality 
rather than electronic -games con- 
soles with arcade-quality graphics. 


News of his goodness spread 
across the Mediterranean to 
Holland, and the Dutch adopted 
Saint Nicholas, or “Sinteridaas”, as 
the patron saint of Amsterdam. 
Every December the good saint 
would bring the children of the city 
simple gifts from across the seas, 
exotic fruits such as oranges, 
unavailable in northern Europe. 

It is not recorded how pleased tbe 
Dutch children were with their 


edibles, but it is doubtful whether 
dissatisfaction levels were anywhere 
near as high as they were yesterday 
as we unwrapped our booty. 

Students of capitalism will know, 
of course, that dissatisfaction is 
crucial in keeping the system going. 
If the stuff we acquired made us 
happy; we wouldn't desire any more 
stuff and sheep might just as well 
safety graze on the sites of our won- 
derful out-of-town shopping malls. 

But Santa, bless him. has never 
read a word of Kail Marx and con- 
tinues to bring his simple gifts of 
pullovers and questionable perfume 
in the heroically misguided belief 
that they will make us happy. 

And how do we reward him? Fbr 
most of the year, starting today, we 


forget all about him. Then, next 
December, we start again with the 

bad jokes - “T don’t care who you are, 

get those reindeer off my roof" - the 
records that portray him as a cross 
between a child molester and the 
CIA -“He sees when you are sleep- 
ing, he knows if you're awake" - and 

the execrable movies in which, if he 
is Iucty. he will find himself 
portrayed by Dudley Moore. 

As if that were not enough for one 
person, saint or no saint to hoa r, we 
top it all off by fuelling him on his 
annual mission with tooth-shorten- 
ing, artery-dogging mince pies and 
the kind of sherry normally enjoyed 
al fresco wrapped in a sturdy hrovm 
paper bag. I tell you, if the guy were 
not such a hero, he would jack it in. 
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Louis Freedman 


LOUIS FREEDMAN was a self- 
made property millionaire and the 
owner-breeder of the 1987 Derby 
winner Reference Point A natural 
a dminis trator who served on the 
Race Relations Board and numer- 
ous health authorities, he was also 
one of the country’s most success- 
fid bloodstock breeders and was the 
last British owner to win the Derby. 

It was bis passion for the thor- 
oughbred and the great success 
with which be ran his Cliveden Stud 
at Taplowin Berkshire that brought 
him into the public eye, though he 
was always at pains to stress that he 
was not keen on the publicity which 
surrounds the highly successful 
racehorse owner 

For a man who rose to some- 
where near the top in almost every- 
thing he tried to do there was no 
outward hint of a ruthless streak. 
The genial Freedman retained a re- 
freshing outlook on life and was 
particularly fond of humorous un- 
derstatement He was happy to 
chat about his horses and their 
chances -which inevitably he played 
down - and he clearly enjoyed his in- 
volvement in what started as a re- 
laxation and turned into a 
success-driven breeding business. 
He rose through racing's corridors 
of power to become President of the 
Racehorse Owners’ Association 
from 1972 to 1974 and Deputy Senior 
Steward of the Jock^r Club be- 
tween 1981 and 1983. 

Educated at University College 
School in London, Freedman served 
in the Royal Artillery TA during the 
Second World War In 1946 he setup 
Ravensfield Properties, which was 
taken over by Land Securities pic in 
1955. He was chairman of Land Se- 
curities between 1958 and 1977. It 
was during this period that he de- 
veloped a hankering to own race- 
horses, which was his idea of a 
relaxing pastime to take him away 
from the stresses of business. 

Freedman’s boundless energy 
ensured that he pursued an active 
role in public life. This took him on 
to the Race Relations Board be- 
tween 1968 and 1977, and he was ap- 
pointed CBE in 1978 for his services 
to race relations. Once asked what 
a racehorse-owning property deal- 
er was doing on the Race Relations 
Board, he replied; “Had it occurred 
to you that I might be interested in 
the dignity of mankind?" 

In addition he was President of 


the National Association of Proper- 
ty Owners; Special Trustee of St 
Bartholomew’s Hospital in 1974; 
Vice-Chairman of the North East 
Thames Regional Health Authority, 
1975-79; Chairman of the Camden 
and Islington Area Health Authori- 
ty, 1979-82; and Chairman of City & 
Hackney Health Authority 1982-81 

Freedman’s first taste of suc- 
cess at the top level in racing 
was with a colt called I Say. who fin- 
ished third behind the mighty Sea 
Bird Q in the 1965 Derby and 
went on to win the following year’s 
Coronation Cup. 

On the advice of his great friend 
Peter Willett, who is acknowledged 
as one of the great authorities on 
bloodstock breeding, Freedman 
bought the fillies Lucyrowe and 
Seventh Bride. Luqyrowe carried all 
before her to win a string of top fil- 
lies’ races including the Coronation 
Stakes, Sun Chariot Stakes and the 
Nassau Stakes, in which die beat Sev- 
enth Bride in a memorable finish. 

In 1966 Freedman bought Clive- 
den Stud, which had been estab- 
lished back in 1906 fay the second 
Viscount Astoi; and started his own 
breeding operation. Two years later 
he purchased Beech House Stud in 
Newmarket from Lady Sassoon. 

Attica Meli, whom he had ac- 


e Had it occurred 
to you that I 
might be 
interested in 
the dignity of 
mankind?’ 



(pared from the Sassoon bloodstock, 
won the Yorkshire Oaks, Park BOH 
Stakes and the Princess Royal 
Stakes in 1972. Freedman’s first 
Classic success came with his home- 
bred fity Pbfygaroywbo won the 1974 
Oaks and was a wonderful example 
of her owner’s great flair for nam- 
ing his horses, being by Reform out 
of Seventh Bride. 

During that same year another 
fifty. Mil’s Bomb, carried the yellow 
and black silks with great success, 
winning the Lancashire Oaks, Nas- 


sau States and Park Hfll States. 
With his horses well to the fore 
Freedman decided to sell Beech 
House and concentrate his breeding 
interests at Cliveden. 

By this time Henry Cedi had 
tatenover the training of the Freed- 
man horses from Peter Vfelwyn and 
in 1986 he produced Reference Point 
to run away with the William HID Fli- 
turity, one of the top races confined 
to two-yearolds. 

Freedman, something of a tradi- 
tionalist, had harboured dreams of 


winning the Triple Crown - the 
2,000 Guineas, Derby and St Leger 
In Reference Point he was con- 
vinced that if ever there was a 
modern-day Triple Crown winner he 
was iL Then in the spring of 1987 Ref- 
erence Paint contracted a serious 
sinus infection which precluded him 
from taking part in the Guineas. 

But the colt was back to time to 
win York's Dante States before 
leading all the way fora famous vic- 
tory to the Derby under a master- 
ful ride from the American jockey 


Steve Cauthen. Reference Point 
went on to further glory in the King 
George VI and Queen Elizabeth 
States at Ascot and duly won the 
St Leger 

The following year Freedman 
tr ansfer red the ownership of all 
his bloodstock to Cliveden Stud 
Company when his younger son 
Philip, a merchant banker and chair- 
man of the Thoroughbred Breeders^ 
Association, took over the reins of 
the operation. At the time he said 
that his breeding and bloodstock 


would benefit from being run by a 
younger man, though it transpired 
later that Freedman had become 
disillusioned after an article in 
The People newspaper earlier in 
1988 had made allegations that he 
had been party to an illegal deal 
with Lester Piggott about the 
jockey's retainer 

Louis Freedman was so upset by 
the whole affa ir that he reduced his 
public involvement in racing. At the 
subsequent label case with The Peo- 
ple an out-of-court settlement was 


agreed, with Freedman receiving -- 
substantial damages and costs . i 
which were believed to be in the - 
region of £300,000. 

Tim Richards 


Louis Freedman, property dealer 
and mcehorse owner and breeder 
bom 5 February 1917; CBE 
1978; married 1944 Cara Abra- 
hamson (one son, one daughter; 
marriage dissolved ), i960 Valerie 
Clarice (one son); died Cliveden. 
Berkshire 21 December 1998. 



Quiet interjections 


PHILIP BARLOW moved into art 
and design education from the 
museum services in the early Six- 
ties, at the time when the recom- 
mendations of the Coldstream 
Report on advanced courses to art 
and design were about to be imple- 
mented. One of the recommenda- 
tions required that studies in 
history of art and complementary 
(academic) studies were to form a 
fundamental element of all courses. 

In 1962 Barlow was appointed to 
be the first Head of the School es- 
tablished to provide these studies at 
Birmingham College of Art and De- 
sign - which in 1970 became Birm- 
ingham Polytechnic, and is now the 
University of Central England. Fbr 
him it was amove that was to be im- 
mensely rewarding and which was 


Philip Barlow 


to occupy Him in building up the 
school, its staffing and its work and 
eventually full-time courses, over the 
next 20 years. 

To this work he brought a re- 
freshingly different approach at the 
onset of this unique period of change 
in art education. No one could have 
been better qualified to introduce the 
new ideas necessaiy or to create the 
working relationships with staff in 
other departments essential for the 
success of these studies. 

Gentle, likeable and with great un- 
derstanding, he expanded the ex- 
perience and perception of both 
students and staff through his in- 
fluence. Hfs particular teaching in- 
terests were in 19th-century FVench 
painting, Ear Eastern art, the history 
of graphic design (he researched 


19th-century illustrated magazines) 
and art since 1920. His ability to in- 
stil his love of learning in others was 
remarkable. He could propound and 
develop broad ideas in terms which 
were pitched with precision to de- 
velop students’ understanding; while 
his quiet interjections solved many 
seemingly intractable problems 
during staff co mmi ttee meetings. 

Bora in St Helens, Lancashire, in 
1924, Barlow read Philosophy at 
Birmingham University. His studies 
were interrupted by service in the 
Second World War in which he was 
wounded Completing the course 
after the war he obtained his degree 
in 1949 and took an academic diplo- 
ma in History of Art in 1952 at the 
Courtauld Institute in London. 

He was briefly Assistant Keeper 


of Art at Birmingham Museum and 
Art Gallery; and became Assistant 
Keeper of Art at the National Mu- 
seum of Wales, Cardiff to 1953, a 
post he held until his appointment 
to Birmingham College of Art and 
Design. 

He was a member of the History 
of Art and Complementary Studies 
Subject Board and of the Creative 
and Performing Arts Board of the 
Council for National Academic 
Awards, and was a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Asso- 
ciation of Art Historians and chair- 
man of its Art Education Group from 
1973 to 1977. 

Among his many publications 
were “Haydon and the Radicals" for 
the Burlington Magazine (1957); 
“Richard Wflson” for The Connois- 


seur (1957); “Complementary Stud- 
ies” for Liberal Education (1968); 
contributions to the Oxford Junior 
Encyclopaedia (passim, 1954 and 
196©; Catalogue of Oil Paintings, 
National Museum of Wales (1954, 
with John Steegman); and exhibition 
catalogues for the Arts Council 
Welsh Office (Dutch Genre Point- 
ings. 1956. How Impressionism 
Began, 1956, British Art and the 
Modem Movement, with Alan Bow- 
ness. 1962) and the National Muse- 
um of Wales (Ideal and Classical 
Landscape, i960). 

By the end of the 1970s the cares 
and stresses of departmental man- 
agement at Birmingham proliferat- 
ed. and beset him with problems 
which took him away frequently 
from his teaching. By now. too. he 


was sufferingfrom indifferent health 
and he retired early, to 1982. This en- 
abled him to enjoy once again his 
academic pursuits and travel and, 
more particularly, his beloved gar- 
den, magnificently set high on the 
Lickey Hills- TTiis he tended with the 
same loving care that he had devoted 
to his teaching and to his students. 

Peter L. field ^ 

Philip John Barlow, art historian 
bom St Helens, Lancashire 11 
August 1924 ; Head of the School of 
History of Art and Complemen- 
tary Studies, Birmingham College 
of Art and Design (later Birming- 
ham Polytechnic) 1962-82; married 
1951 Eve Young (one daughter); 
died Redditch, Worcestershire 21 
November 1998. 
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CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

TODAY: The Household 
Cavalry Mounted Regiment 
mounts the Queen’s Life 
Guard at Horse Guards, 
liam; 1st Battalion The 
Duke of Wellington's Regi- 
ment mounts the Queen’s 
Guard, at Buckingham 
Palace, 11.30am, band 
provided by the Welsh 
Guards. TOMORROW: The 
Household Cavalry Mounted 
Regiment mounts the 
Queen’s Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, I lam. 


BIRTHDAYS 

TODAY Mr Earle Brown, 
composer 72; Mr Stephen 
Brown, ambassador to 
Korea, 53; Captain George 
Barnet Lord-Lieutenant of 
Midlothian, 71; Professor Sir 
Cotin Campbell, Vice- 
Chancellor; Nottingham 
University, 54; Sir Christo- 
pher Hewetson, former 
President of the Law Society, 
69; Mr Rohan Kanhai, for- 
mer Whst Indian cricketer; 

63; Mr Eric Kinder, chair- 
man, Smith and Nephew, 71: 
Professor Thea King, 
professor; Guildhall School 
of Music, 73; Miss Jane 
Lapotaire, actress, 54; Mr 
David Perry, chairman, 

John Waddington, 61 ; Mr 
Denis Quilley, actor, 71; 

Mr Richard Skinner, disc 
jockey, 47. 

TOMORROW. Mrs Irene 
Adams MP, 5L Mr Hugh 
Arbnthnott, former ambas- 
sador to Denmark, 62; Mrs 
Anne Armstrong, company 
director and former US 
ambassador to Britain, 71; 
Viscount As tor, former gov- 
ernment minister 47 ; Sir 


Gordon Bran ton, company 
chairman, 77; M Gerard 
Depardieu, acton 50; Lord 
Griffiths of Fforestfach. 
ha n {ring and finance authori- 
ty 57; Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Derek Hodgkmson, former 
Air Secretary 81; Mr Mick 
Jones, rock musician, 57; 
Viscount Knotsford, former 
SW Regional Director; Bar- 
clays Bank; 72; Miss Pat 
Moss, former rally driven 64; 
Professor Donald North- 
cote. plant biochemist, 77; 
Mr Mike Pender, rock 
singer; 56; Dr Ernesto 
Zedillo Ponce de Leon, 
President of Mexico, 47; Sir 
William purines, chairman J 
Midland Bank, 67; Mr Peter 
Quaife, rock musician, 55; 
Professor Brinley Rees, 
classical scholar 79; Sir Nor- 
man Reid, former Director 
of the Tate Gallery, 83; Dr 
Edward Salthouse, Master 
University College, Durham, 
63; Lord Sterling of Plais- 
tow, chairman, P & 0. 64; 
Miss Janet Street-Porter, 
broadcaster, 52; Miss Polly 
Toynbee, journalist and 
broadcaster; 52; The Right 
Rev Michael Ttirnbull, 
Bishop of Durham, 63. 
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0171-293 2012 or fax to 01 71-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


Even martyrdom is a family affair 


FOR AS long as I can remember, 
Christmas Day and Boxing Day have 
been cosy days. In the little Yorkshire 
village where I was brought up the 
Me&odist Chapel was the only place 
of worship, and in those days, in com- 
mon with most such chapels, there 
was no service on Christmas Day. So 
there was not even the obligation of 
attending a service to drive us out of 
the family home. We ate together and 
afterwards sang carols in four-part 
harmony around the piano in the sit- 
ting room. My favourite carol, then as 
now, was “Christians Awake”, by the 
18th-century poet and hymnist John 
Byrom, whose final verse begins: 

Then may we hope, the angelic hosts 
among, 

TO sing, redeemed, a glad triumphal 

song. 

On these two days of the year the 
warmth of family excluded almost 
anything else. 

It was while Iwas still at school that 
I began to wonder whether it was quite 
proper that as a Christian I should 
markthelncarnatfonoftheSonQfGod 
in such an indulgent sort of way. I read 
TS. Eliot’s Murder in the CaSiedrol, 
where, in his Christmas Day sermon, 
the Archbishop talks about celebrat- 
ing, in the Mass, the birth and death 
of Jesus cm the same day. if this baby 
in Bethlehem was bora to die, then 
perhaps Christmas was not the time 
to feel cosy after all Of course, by the 
time Christmas Day and Boxing Day 
came round, such mid-year scruples 
were forgotten and I enjoyed the 
days as ever. 


Meanings of 
Christmas 

Bruce Deakin 

The cosy nature of this 
season’s celebrations is not 
some secular deviation 
from a true theology. 
For blood is a bond, as 
well as a price to be paid 

The next serious challenge came 
from the radical preachers of the Six- 
ties. They told us very strongly that 
there was nothing nice about the 
birth of Jesus. The child was bom out 
of wedlock, no one wanted the hapless 
parents, the manger was a s tinking 
bole round the backand the shepherds 
were a rotten bunch of outcasts, that 
is, ifyou believed any of ftanyway. Per- 
haps the proper way to celebrate 
Christmas was in sackcloth and ashes, 
not in the comfort of a family party. 

Even so, there seemed no reason, 
as a teenager to have any qualms 
about the indulgence on Boring Day 
however There was nothing religious 
about that to disturb my equilibrium. 
Until, that is, I tookan interest in Lee- 
tionaries and discovered that Boxing 
Day is the Feast of St Stephen. What 
perverse thinking could have led those 
early Christians to celebrate the 


stoning of the first Christian martyr the 
day after celebrating the birth of his 
Lord? Stephen had been brought be- 
fore the Sanhedrin on a trumped-up 
charge of speaking against Moses and 
against God He does his cause little 
good by accusing the authorities of 
being “stubborn, with heathen hearts, 
and deaf to God’s message”. Then, to 
cap It all, he tells the Council, “Look, 
I see the heavens opened and the Son 
of Man standing at the right-hand 
side of God.” In their anger they 
proceed to butcher him by stoning. 

Initially I supposed that the placing 
of the celebration of St Stephen’s Day 
the day after Christmas was a histor- 
ical coincidence. But, of course, this is 
not the case. The commemoration of 
the death of the first martyr is not a 
sort of minor Good Friday which the 
lectionary has slotted into a conve- 
niently quiet day And its emphasis is 
not on the “suffering” of martyrdom. 
It is true that the prayer of the dying 
Stephen, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them”, echoes the prayer of 
Jesus upon the Cross but the, em phaciq 
of today’s liturgy is of that vision of 
Stephen's and his prayer; “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit” This is the cele- 
bration of one who arrived at the ulti- 
mate home wearing the martyr’s 
crown and who rests welcomed in his 
divine Father's arras. Compare this 
with the interweaving of salvation 
and rqjoldng in that Byrom carol 
and one sees a dear link between 
Christmas and the feast of St Stephen. 

The Christian apologists, who em- 
phasise the harsh, even cruel, side to 


the Bethlehem story, have not got it 
wrong It is about God struggling to 

find a place in a harsh world that has 

little time or space for Him But at the 
end of the day the baby did find 
warmtii, comfort and a family to sup- 
port him, otherwise he would never 
have survived. Which is why it is, in- 
deed, a fitting tradition to mark Christ- 
mas Day with a family celebration. 
StStephen’s Day celebrates a final 
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Loch, stalk and smoking barrels 



George Coyne: ‘We’re not trying to stop people coming into the hills. But deer can be an estate’s survival. If we don’t have a herd, I might not have a job* 


Colin McPherson 


Hillwalkers and red-deer stalkers are clashing on the estates of the Scottish Highlands. By Stephen Goodwin 


T wo rifle shots rupture 
the blusterysoundofa 
stiff breeze through 
dead grasses. Three 
hours of hunched 
stalking, crawling and 
lying flat on cold, boggy ground 
come to an end Emma Paterson has 
bagged her first red deer of the hind 
season, an eight-year-old “yeld”, 
without a calf this year, and a 
scrawny youngster of a few months 
that George, the stalker, thinks 
would not have lasted the winter. 

i^was not exactly a day of glori- 
uu^port in the imagined high Vic- 
torian tradition; more a 
demonstration of an all-weather 
rural skill, like shepherding. Mrs Pa- 
terson, 46, did not leap up exultant, 
though she took a quiet satisfaction 
in achieving two dean kills at a 
range of about 120 yards while hav- 
ing a newspaper reporter and pho- 
tographer just over her shoulder 
Fbr a few minutes after the shots 
we barely moved George Coyne, 55, 
stalker on the 18,000-acre Auch- 
lyne estate in Glen Dochart for the 
past 25 years, was anxious we keep 
low so the rest of the herd only hes- 
tly moving away would not as- 


sociate the lethal shots with human 
figures on the skyline. 

“If anybody says we’re cruel, 
they don't know what they're talk- 
ing about" George said with a de- 
gree of repressed anger at what he 
feels is a general misunderstanding 
of the ways of sporting estates. “It 
was a wee thing and would have died 
a lingering death when the weath- 
er turned cold. We did it a mercy.” 

Bouncing back across the boggy 
lower slopes in the eight-wheel 
drive Argo - an all-terrain buggy - 
with the two carcasses between 
the seats,. he gestured at the bleak 
hillside and asked what, besides 
sheep and shooting, is it good for? 
It is a question various interested 
and often opposing groups have 
been turning over in recent months 
and one that wflJ come into sharp- 
er focus when Scotland gets its 
own parliament The fete of George 
Coyne, archetypal stalker to his 
light brown tweeds and eponymous 
hat may be bound up in its answer: 

The Edinburgh parliament will 
have several emotive rural issues 
high on its agenda when it begins 
work next summer - setting up na- 
tional parks for Loch Lomond and 


parts of the Highlands, a right to 
roam over the hills, and land reform, 
giving communities a bigger say to 
how the estates which dominate 
their lives are managed All the 
strands are linked and landowners 
fear they are about to be “got at". 
They probably are. The parliament 
will want to demonstrate early 
vigour. Striking at the preserves of 
aristocrats and nouveau-riche 
landowners sounds radical while not 
being much of a drain on scarce pub- 
lic funds. Inevitably most MSPs 
(Members of the Scottish Parlia- 
ment) will be from urban areas, yet 
even urban Scots hark back to some 
mythical “Eeflan' Hame" and regard 
estate owners as direct descen- 
dants of the perpetrators of the 
Clearances. Some are. 

With reform staring them to the 
face, the lairds have become re- 
markably emollient The Scottish 
Landowners' Federation has signed 
up to a proposal that the parliament 
“should introduce a right of access 
to land and water, exercised re- 
sponsibly for informal recreation and 
passage”. This would enshrine in 
law a liberty held dear by hillwalk- 
ers and climbers but occasionally 


disputed by landowners with a fond- 
ness for tottoiidatoiy warning no- 
tices about high-velocity rifles. 
National parks are no longer anath- 
ema, and landowners seem content 
to relinquish archaic feudal rights 
over tenancies. 

Auchlyne estate will watch de- 
velopments with interest Bought 
from the Earls of Breadalbane in the 
1880s by Emma's great-great-grand- 
fother with a fortune founded on 
Crabbie's ginger wine, it straddles 
Glen Dochart from the flanks of 
shapely Stob Binnein (1165m) and 
Ben More (1174m) on the south side, 
to Sgiath Chuil <9l9m> on the north. 
All three hills are significant to 
George Coyne, as each is over 
3,000ft high and therefore a target 
of “Munro"- bagging hillwalkers. 
Emma owns the north side of the es- 
tate and acts as “ghillie" - labour- 
er and carcass collector - when 
George is stalking with a client Her 
mother, Judy Bowser, owns the 
south and runs the home farm. But 
cattle, sheep and modest grouse 
shooting and stalking cannot keep 
the family in the splendour to which 
it grew accustomed to its heyday of 
ginger wine and whisky receipts. 


To keep things the way they are, 
Mr Coyne and his employers are 
keen to strike an accord with hill- 
walkers and amend the public view 
that estate owners have let the red 
deer population explode to provide 
easy stalking. 

There are 350,000 red deer to 
Scotland and numbers are still ris- 
ing. In its recent annual report, the 
Deer Commission hints at using its 
statutory powers to intervene di- 
rectly and shoot deer if peer pres- 
sure among landowners does not 
boost the hind cull. To George, this 
language smacks of Scottish Natural 
Heritage, the Government's dis- 
trusted environment adviser. “SNH 
wants to cover the whole country in 
bloody trees," he grumbled. 

Over-grazing by red deer has 
stopped natural regeneration of 
Scots pines on the slopes of the 
Cairngorms, where SNH would like 
to see the recreation of the ancient 
forest of Caledoa When the National 
Trust acquired the 75,000-acre Mar 
Lodge estate on the southern Cairn- 
gorms it began a massive five-year 
cull, aiming to cut the herds from 
3,000 to 1,650 by the millennium. “I 
wouldn't say we are struggling, but 


we are having to work hand at it from 
dawn to after dusk." said Stewart 
Outlining, who heads a team of four 
stalkers. Auchlyne, like much of 
the west of Scotland, is in better bal- 
ance, though with mild winters, en- 
abling deer to graze high on the hills 
and weaker animals to survive, 
numbers have to be checked. Forty- 
seven stags were shot on the estate 
to the autumn and George is hoping 
fora total of about 70 hinds this sea- 
son <21 October to 15 February). 
Thirty-seven have been shot so fee 
whenever possible with fee-paying 
clients. Mainly English farmers and 
middle-class professionals, they pay 
£100 for a day's hind stalking. 

Hillwalkers can be a curse to 
stalkers. The “Munroist" may be 
oblivious to the cluster of deer in the 
next hollow, and the stalk of sever- 
al hours it has taken the hunters to 
approach them. But the instant a 
happy wanderer breasts the ridge, 
the deer take off. Uncomfortably for 
the landowners, there is no doubt 
who is more important to the High- 
land economy. Stalking brings in £5m 
a year and supports 350 jobs. Veni- 
son sales are worth another £5m. 

In contrast hillwalkers and 


mountaineers contribute about 
£l50ra and help support literally 
thousands of jobs. Auchlyne is a 
leader in the “Hill Phones" scheme, 
providing information to walkers on 
where stalking is taking place. 
Emma is the co-ordinator for estates 
to Glen Dochart and Glen Loehay. 

"We are not trying to stop people 
coming into the hills," said George, 
who has given up stalking in one 
popular corner. “But they need to 
realise the effect it could have on 
somebody's employment Deer can 
be an estate's survival- If we 
don’t have a herd, I might not have 
a job here.” 

Coexistence has become the 
order of the day for the lairds and 
their employees, though not all yet 
heed it In the van, George Coyne 
and his friend Stewart Cumming 
over at Mar Lodge, are having to 
many conservation and access to 
the hills with an attitude and way of 
life on tiie sporting estates that has 
barely changed since Queen Victo- 
ria roamed Balmoral with John 
Brown. Maybe the eyebrow-rais- 
ing friendship of monarch and ghillie 
is a lesson; surprising accommo- 
dations are possible. 


Six grandparents and one happy family 



Divorce needn’t kill off the family Christmas. You just get more relatives. By Jack O’Sullivan 


ihnen, Matthew and Aaron decorate their Christmas tree Keith Dabney 


AT FIRST sight Aaron Middleditch's Box- 
ing Day seems no (Efferent from that of any 
other six-year-old. His grandparents will 
arrive, laden with presents, to spend the 
day at his home to Essex. But while death 
has robbed some contemporaries of a 
granddad or a grandma. Aaron has the hill 
quota plus a few to spare - to feet, sue 
grandparents will be there. 

This is a very modern tale of what 
happens when relationships break down. 
Fbr years Aaron and his mother, Carmen, 
spent Christmas with her mum. Carmen 
had been abandoned by her partner when 
she became pregnant, but her story has 
a happy ending, and this year she married 
Matthew Middleditch. 

The extended family united today is the 
result of that union. Aaron will see Matt- 
hew’s parents, his adoptive grandpar- 
ents, John and Susan Middleditch. Since 
the wedding to August they have already 
started a savings account for Aaron's 21st 
birthday. He is their only grandchild and 
they have made a huge fuss of him - 
although the idea of a “ready-made" 
grandson took a little getting used to. 

“Normally you have time to prepare,” 
says John, a 53-year-old army officer 
“But I was dealt &fait accompli. At first 
we didn’t even know the kind of toys he 


liked It takes a while for two old fogies like 
us to get on the same wavelength." 

But by today, they will have made toe 
transition. They have already had Aaron 
to stay at their Hampshire home, building 
a gingerbread house together. Today they 
will be bringing a duvet set and Lego. 

“Dad will be down on the carpet for 
hours building Lego like he was with me 
and my brother;” says Matthew, 26, also an 
army officer. Carmen is also delighted: 
“Whereas I spend 10 or 15 minutes with 
Aaron on some activity and then get on with 

something else, they will spend a whole 
afternoon playing with him." 

Carmen’s parents are also dropping by: 
Gloria, who runs a sheltered housing 
scheme, and Roland But here things get 
even more complicated Carmen's parents 
divorced 15 years ago, so both are bring- 
ing their new partners. Gloria, from 
Enfield, to north London, will be with John, 
who worked for BT until he retired Roland 
from nearby Walthamstow, is a manager 
in a local factory and will bring his new wife, 
Laraia an office manager. 

Understandably it hasn't always been 
easy. “When they split up, it was awkward,” 
says Carmen. “But now mum and dad are 
really happy. They all get on really well. I 
have four siblings, so mum and dad are 


often together for family events. And their 
new partners get on well. And all the 
parents on my side get on well with 
Matthew's parents. They am I 116 same age 
group and like to talk about the Sixties, 
miniskirts and stuff like that My mum had 
one of those peroxide beehives in those 
■ days. They also chat about the anpy - Mura 
was in the army when she bad me." 

So that’s Aaron's six grandparents. But 
hang on, there’s another complication. 
Carmen, like Aaron, has acquired a new 
fetoer. Although Roland has always been 
“dad” to her, he is not her natural father. 
“My mother split up from my natural father 
when I was eight" she says. “We didn't see 
him again. Then my mum married Roland 
and they had a child Corinne, who will also 
be here on Boxing Day. I've never thought 
of her in that way - just as if Matthew and 
I had another child, he or she would just 
be a brother or a sister to Aaron.” 

So there will be absentees from Carmen 
and Matthew’s open house today - 
Carmen's natural father and Aaron's 
natural fetoer But Aaron is not com- 
plaining. He may have six grandparents, 
only one of whom, Gloria, is a blood rela- 
tive, but he has three granddads in 
Matthew, John and Roland who could not 
be more enthusiastic and committed. The 


same is true of the women in his life. 

All of which brings us back to the new 
nuclear family which was created around 
him when Carmen and Matthew got mar- 
ried Vbu can tell on meeting them this is 
a wonderful love match, albeit one that has 
overcome a few obstacles. Fbr a start, there 
is a difference in age between 35-year-old 
Carmen and 26-year-old Matthew. 

And you might not immediately have 
teamed Matthew, public school and county, 
with Carmen, a single mum raising Aaron 
on a secretary's salary. And those differ- 
ences have not been completely van- 
quished - Aaron got football boots for 
Christmas, so Matthew's desire to intro- 
duce him to rugby must wait 

For Carmen and Matthew, today's open 
house is a way to bring everyone together 
while offending nobody. Carmen plans to 
bring out their wedding photographs to 
look over the amazing year that has 
changed so many lives. 

On toe day they were married, Aaron 
was christened in the Hampshire 
church where Matthew had been chris- 
tened And Aaron came with them on 
their honeymoon. 

“This year’s Christmas holiday will 
make everything complete," says Carmen. 
“This is everything I ever really wanted." 
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From Havana, trailing sparks 

Carlos Acosta once thought ballet was for sissies. Not any more. Just watch him fly. By Nadine Meisner 


Pirates 
are all 
at sea 



Carlos Acosta: ‘Here yon are on your own. If yon want to work, it’s fine. If you don’t, it’s up to you’ Emma Boom 


W inter in London 
seems colder 
when you were 
raised in Cuba 
and have spent 
the last five 
years of your career in the soupy 
bayou climate of Houston, Texas. In 
fact, Carlos Acosta seems to be hav- 
ing difficulty adjusting, not only to our 
weather, but also to the Royal Bal- 
let Stifl, he knows it is early days. He 
will probably feel better once he 
plants his feet on the Royal Festival 
Hall stage and takes on his first 
major role, as Colas in Ashton's La 
F&e Mai Gardee. 

lb an outsider he looks the anti- 
thesis of British drizzle. He evokes 
sunshine and pleasure with his 
grammatically relaxed, consonant- 
slurring Hispanic En glis h, his sud- 
den gleeful laughter as he describes 
an enthralled visit to the V&A, his 
warm brown skin. He is that rarity, 
a black ballet dancer; one of only two 
(with Jerry Douglas) in the Royal 
Ballet Where modern dance has 
both attracted and accepted all 
human shades, ballet - middle-class 
and rarefied - has deterred black 
children, and ballet companies have 
failed to welcome black dancers. 

New ballet is tentatively trying to 
become colour-blind; and in an art 
form where talent - especially male 
talent - is scarce, directors can dis- 
cover the advantage of enlar ging 
their pool of choices. Acosta, who 
joined this season, is a real star for 
a company that has become more 
a collection of black holes than a 
galaxy of heavenly bodies. 

We wait to see how wen he will 
suit the gentle filigree of Ashton's 
Fide, although he has briefly dipped 
into Ashton before, with a sec- 
ondary part in English National Bal- 
let's Romeo and Juliet. But, during 
the Royal Ballet's October-Novem- 
ber programmes at Sadler's Wells, 
he astonished audiences in 
Raymonda Act in, partnering the 
axquisite Miyako Yoshjida. 


They saw a dancer who slashes 
across space foster than anyone 
else, who lacerates the air with 
shapes so clear and sharp they 
seem to throw off sparks. He is no 
mere step-trickster, either, his 
Russian-derived Cuban training 
has given him elegance and subtlety 
In a country other than Cuba, 
where the population is racially 
mixed and vocational dance train- 
ing is free, all the odds would have 
been against him. Born 25 years ago 
in a poor district of Havana, he was 
the youngest of 11 children, a kid 
with excess energy who played 
football break-danced on the street, 
and stole fruit But his father; a truck 


driver; had a neighbour whose two 
sons were at ballet school. He real- 
ised that such an establishment 
would not only curb his nine-year- 
old son’s hyp era ct ivity , but would 
also educate and feed him. 

“So he enrolled me,” Acosta 
says. “And, of course, I started to 
have problems because I thought 
ballet was sissy. I skipped the 
classes and exams, and when I 
was 13 they fired me.” His perse- 
vering father found another ballet 
school where he could become a 
boarder this time and the teachers 
could keep a closer watch on him. 
And soon afterwards, Acosta had his 
first sight of the superlative National 


Ballet of Cuba. Proud of his own 
physicality, he was awe-struck by 
die dancers' honed athleticism and 
determined to be like them. 

At the National Ballet School of 
Cuba he won four competitions, in- 
cluding the prestigious Lausann e 
and Paris contests. He joined Eng- 
lish National Ballet for the 1991-2 
season, but his stint was cut short 
by a bone spur in his ankle. After an 
operation, he became a member of 
the Cuban Ballet, guested with the 
Houston Ballet and eventually 
transferred there permanently. 

Houston, one of the US's leading 
companies, gave him widely varied 
roles. American audiences and crit- 


ics went wild about him; Houston's 
director; the choreographer Ben 
Stevenson, encouraged and fine- 
tuned him. 

Dancers may be grateful disci- 
ples, but they are also greedy 
prowlers, scanning the horizon for 
fresh challenges. Acosta's eyes 
alighted on the Royal Ballet In 
Houston, talking in a bozzy sushi 
ban he had been full of excitement 
about his move, which included his 
girlfriend Tiekka Schofield, another 
Houston principal who has opted for 
a freelance careen In London, at the 
Royal Ballet School silting in a 
maths classroom g rimly crammed 
with empty desks, he swn« anxious 


-as well be may be. Since arriving, 

he has been glad to learn new 

roles; it is what he came foe But just 

three - Raymonda, Fide and a sup- 
porting part in Forsythe’s In Ac 
Middle, Somewhat Elevated - a 
total of 11 performances in three 
months, hardly a crushing sefaed- 
ule. “I didn’t expect the special 
treatment I bad in Houston,” he 
says. “But I came to London to 

dance, and Fve not had much so foe” 

He realises things may improve 
and is impressed by the company’s 
lar ge selection of teachers, each 
with a different input But he misses 
Ben Stevenson's unifying presence. 
Stevenson is the Houston Ballet, a 
fafWgirirfmg flnd driving his close- 
knit family while the Boyal Ballet 
is a looser; more international and 
grown-up ensembl e. “In Houston 
everybody had to be in class every 
day and Ben would show you how 
he wanted things, how to improve. 
Here you are on your own. If you 
want to work, it’s fine; if you don’t, 
it’s up to you. 

“Its OK for me; I know how to get 
on with things. But it could be dif- 
ficult sometimes, because if you do 
something wrong, its much more 
hard foryou to realise than for other 

people watching I still have a lot to 
learn - 1 don't want to be the same 
dancer five years from now. I would 
like to have different tools and to find 
nourishment through as many roles 
as possible.’' 

lake all dancers, he is preter- 
naturaHy aware of the dock ticking. 
He has - what? - 10 or 12 years left? 
He has arrived at the Royal Ballet 
in turbulent times. Perhaps the 
company’s recent flamboyant male 
defections will bring him more per- 
formances. If the Royal Ballet, in 
this New Labour era, are to be a 
People’s Bafid, they would be crazy 
not to capitalise on the politically 
ami artistkally impeccable presence 
they now have in their midst 
Tja Fide malgardee' opens at the 
Rayed Festival Had on 29 Jan. 


The year In Radio 

Robert Hanks 


THE NAME of Theodore 
Sturgeon is unfamiliar to 
most people - a few will 
remember him as the 
author of the classic saga of 
man versus malign 
machine. Killdmer - but in 
the late Fifties he 
formulated one of the most 
important intellectual 
principles of this century. 
Defending science fiction 
against its detractors, he 
admitted that 90 per cent of 
the genre was crap. But, he 
pointed out. “90 per cent of 
everything is crap”. This 


worrying truth has 
sometimes been called 
Sturgeon’s Law; and it is 
something reviewers and 
readers of reviews should 
always bear in mind. 

When you come to make 
your list of the higbs and 
lows of the radio year, the 
lows, naturally, will vastly 
outnumber the highs. 
Excellence is hard to 
achieve; mediocrity and 
idiocy come cheap. So what? 

But, slice it anywhere you 
like, this does seem to have 
been a particularly bad year 


for radio. Radio 1, having 
briefly enjoyed the most 
creative tine-up for years, 
succumbed to a bad attack 
of the ratings collywobbles, 
shot Kershaw off to the wee 
small hours and signed Zo€ 
Ball as its headline act 
Similarly Talk Radio 
experimented briefly with a 
slightly more intellectually 
challenging approach before 
Kelvin Mackenzie took over 
and propelled it into a new 
blokishness. Radio 3's 
daytime schedules saw 
music in full retreat from a 



barrage of anecdotes and 
interviews. 

Most depressing of all 
has been Radio 4, where the 
cleaning out of the old 
schedules - a worthy 


ambition in itself- was 
accompanied by a ludicrous 
new commissioning system 
and an extraordinarily 
wasteful attitude to talent 
and knowledge. 

Not everything this 
system has produced has 
been bad - looking through 
the files. I realise I never 
proclaimed publicly that 
King Stupid was a brilliant 
panel game. Against that, 
though, you have to set the 
mindlessness of Only 
Connect and Vm Glad You 
Asked Me That. And surely 


no serial drama has been as 
relentlessly dreary as 
Under One Roof, no phone- 
in as pointless or 
disorganised as Veg Talk. 

Even the best things 
have sometimes had their 
disheartening side: no 
original radio drama has 
had one quarter the impact 
of Conor McPherson's The 
Weir or David Hare's 
monologue. Via Dolorosa, 
which both transferred from 
the West End to Radio 3. 

Towards the end of this 
year there have been signs 


of a change for the better - 
notably the appointment of 
Roger Wright as controller 
of Radio 3- But it has been 
an anxious year; one that 
has shown the BBC running 
scared of audiences and 
governments, and 
commercial radio, by and 
large, unwilling to play 
anything but safe. 

So farewell to 1998; and 
for me. farewell to writing 
about radio. As of the new 
year I'll be on the back 
page, turning square-eyed 
in front of the television set 


SAVOY OPERA 

THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE 

THE QUEEN'S THEATRE 
LONDON 


A SHABBY makeshift pelmet hangs 
over the stage of the Queen’s 
Theatre, photographs of Gilbert and 
Sullivan ignominious^ displayed in 
crumpled papier xn&che frames. So 
much for the preservation of our 
national treasures. Snubbed by the 
Arts Council of England, the future 
of the D’Oyly Carte Opera Company 
- self-proclaimed guardians of the 
G&S tradition - has been in doubt 
Questions have been asked in the 
House. Which is why the people's 
nhampinn, Raymond Gubbay, has 
ridden to the rescue. 

So how come this tatty seasonal 
revival of The Pirates qf Penzance 
looks and behaves as if it’s arrived 
about a century too late? How come 
extinction suddenly seems like a bet- 
ter bet than preservation? Is this the 
shapelessness of things to come, or 
one final reminder that the financial \ 
situation is indeed desperate? ** 

Gubbay knows better than to 
serve up something as obviously 
penny-pinching as this to a West-End 
audience. For mise-en-scene read 
miserly-en-scene. Roger Kirk is 
credited as designee but scenery like 
this istft designed, it’s discarded. Act 
TWo is indeed “a draughty old ruin" 
but of what? The 1886 production of 
Ruddxgore, as seen from behind? 

Now. I love every last syllable 
and semi-quaver of the Savoy operas 
and it pains me to see them dragged 
out of hock in this way. \bu have two 
choices when mounting G&S today: 
either you preserve absolutely the 
style, texts, and traditions -in which 
case only the superlative will do - or 
you find ways (as witness the mar^ * 
veHous Mfiler Mikado at ENO) oy 
sharpening up the ironies for a mod- 
ern audience. Stuart Maunderts pro- 
duction manages neither Rather, he 
recycles every cliche, every bad 
sight gag, in the dog-eared D’Oyly 
Carte manual. How fenny the knee- 
bends of the constabulary could have 
been, if only the gag had been better 
choreographed. There were too 
many more where that came from. 

The company were fall of good 
intentions, though Jill Pert’s Ruth 
and Richard Suart’s Major-General 
should have been better. As Mabe.v 1 
Anna-Clare Monk’s soubrette was 
pretty enough, while Christopher 
Saunders gave us a sweetly sung 
Frederic. TheirActltoo duet was the 
musical highlight of the evening- by 
which time our ears had adjusted to 
the somewhat weedy, though well 
deployed, nine-piece orchestra. 

Biggest laugh of the evening 
“With all our heart, we love our 
House of Peers." Not for much 
longer. Be warned, D’Oyiy Carte^ 
Edward Secker^A 
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The Independent’ 

The Booker Prize nominee begins 
his new radio column on next 
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The fairy tale 
comes true 


HERE'S ANOTHER Nutcrack- 
er arrived for Christmas, and 
a jolly good one too. Every pro- 
duction has Tchaikovsky’s 
music as its starting-point and 
greatest asset, but this one, by 
Birmingham Royal Ballet has 
the benefit of the Royal Ballet 
Sinfonia in the orchestra pit 
with Barry Wordsworth to 
conduct them, and you might 
be surprised what a difference 
that makes. 

Advantage number two: 
there is not a gimmick in 
sight, unless you count the 
conjuring tricks interspersed 
throughout the action, and l 
reckon they are a bonus to 
Peter Wright’s beautifully 
straightforward staging. He 
makes more sense of the 
simple story than most pro- 
ducers, and even keeps emo- 
tional interest going through 
the generally plotless second 
half by letting the heroine. 
Clara, take part in almost all 
the dances. 

There is real choreography 
too, the kind where the steps 
mate attractive and meaning- 
ful patterns that relate to each 
other and to the music. Not to 
mention bold and apt designs 
by John Macfariane. 

Having just completed a 
successful run in its Birm- 
ingham home, the company 
arrives in London to show 
how apt the Lyceum is for 
ballet, even though it has not 
been used as such since 1931. 
To move about within the 
building proves complex, and 
redecoration has been done 
too much on the cheap, but the 
stage looks good. Are the 
Covent Garden companies 


-ex ; jix . '!/. •• 

fYPWYi 
-* “••• *’ / • 


Dance 

THE NUTCRACKER 

BIRMINGHAM ROYAL 
BALLET 

LYCEUM. LONDON 

kicking themselves for reject- 
ing it as a temporary home? 

BRB, widely thought the 
best ballet company in Britain 
now, offers a multiplicity of 
casts during its three-week 
London season. Fbr an idea of 
its present strength, I hope 
you watched its alternative 
production. The Nutcracker 
Sweeties (to the jazz adapta- 
tion of Tchaikovsky by 
Duke Ellington and Billy 
Strayhorai on BBC 2 yester- 
day afternoon. 

The liveliness and zest 
these dancers brought to tele- 
vision is equally apparent on 
stage in the real Nutcracker. 
Sandra Madgwick took the 
lead on opening night as the 
most adorable, fresh and viv- 
acious Clara I can imagine. As 
the Sugar Hum ffairy. Sabrina 
Lenzi had a brief but very 
pretty entry at the ballet’s 
end, dancing her duet and 
solo with lovely assured line 
and a radiant smile 
Joseph Cipolla brought 
charm and perfect timing to 
the magician Drosselmeyer, 
and others who stood out were 
Timothy Cross as Clara’s 
dancing partner, Robert Park- 
er as a bounding Jack-in-the 
Box, and the four delicious 
Mirliton girts. But this is a 
company strong from top to 
bottom, worth seeing who- 
ever is dancing. 

JOHN PERCIVAL 








A Nor Easter b ang on Christmas Day and the in-laws are comin for dinner. First time in thirty years they’re 
gonna sit a t my table. They figure that at forty-five Fm mature enough to handle the responsibility* 
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get these 
in 

England, 
feet of 
; 20 below 
plus the 
factor. Arctic air that 
freezes the inside of your nose so's 
it hurts to breathe, and your face 
feels like it's in a plaster cast. 

Nineteen eighty-seven’s a doozie. 
A Nor’Easter bang on Christmas 
Day and the In-laws are comin for 
dinner. First time in 30 years they're 
gonna sit at ray table. They figure at 
45 I’m mature enough to handle the 
responsibility. And I'm a grand- 
mother for Christ's sake. 

There’s Crowley's Uncle Frank 
and Frank’s sisters Lizzie and Sadie, 
plus Minnie, Sadie's best friend. 
The Aunts live with Lizzie's husband 
Fat in a lug old house in Portsmouth. 
I tease Pat about his har^eem. Three 
pint-sized women who went into the 
factories at 13 and came out at G5. 
which explains their take on life. 
That and the Catholic Church. Min- 
nie's a little cutie but deaf as a post 
She and Sadie shared an apart- 
ment then moved into Lizzie's house 
to save money. 

Lizzie's a lot nicer since she went 
crazy. Like a giggly little girl; loves 
everyone and laughs at every- 
thing. . . Don't care if she don't know 
what day it is. Sadie's a spinster 
j. real religious and a pain in the butt 
She's kep her sanity all right Re- 
members ever} thing you want like 
hell to forget 

Well that's the Aunts and there's 
poor Pat tryin to stay out the way of 
their dust mops. He's a sweetheart 
always been my pal. Never held my 
little Ricky against me like them 
other prudes. 

Pat's no beauty, bless his heart 
with that big bald head and four 
missing teeth and one leg shorter'n 
the other so's he has to wear a black 
boot with a humungus four inch heeL 
Had to leave the police force because 
of it but he got what he called a “po- 
sition” as attendant at the public 
conveniences on Washington Street 

He's always settin in his arm 
j^phair; the orthopedic boot crossed 
«jver the good foot dulling out with 
a fat cigar and blowin smoke the 
length of the parlour. He keeps real 
dear of the “Mutterin Zone” where 
the women say their rosaries while 
they watch the news and soaps and 
quizshows. They all sing along with 
the commercials which is kinda 
sweet but that mutterin drives Pat 
bananas. And no more cigars since 
the cancer Crowley hardly talks to 
him cept about ball games. No gen- 
erosityof spirit But it ain’t aO his fault 



^ENYWAYS. HERE I am. It’S 11:30 
Christmas morning and the dinner's 
steamin and bubblin in the dream 


kitchen I waited 13 years for. Crow- 
ley’s in a grump sbovelin out the 
driveway. Snow's blowin sideways, 
nearly horizontal, and that’s a real 
bad sign. 

Bmrog. The telephone goes. 

“That you, Gerry?" 

“Well hi there Sadie. Merry 
Christmas.” 

.“We ain’t comin.” 

“Ifcfthat?” 

TSaveyou looked outside?” 


“Course I looked." 

“You seen that snow? " 

“I seen it" 

"Well Pat ain’t drivin in that stuff 


His stomach's not too good this 
mornin anyways.” 

Pat’s got a apparatus, which is 
what you’re supposed to call a 
colostomy bag these days. 

“But what’ll you guys eat?” 

“We got a loaf of bread and some 
cream of mushroom soup. You 
watch the mass from the \htican this 
mornin?” “Yes,” I lied 
^■“Wasn't it grand? Just beautiful." 
' "“Sadie, I got all this food here.” 

“Well we ain’t riskin our lives.” 

“Yeah, but -** “Merry Christmas." 

I try real hard to love Sadie, but 
sometimes rd like to wring her 
chicken neck. 

Enter my husband, covered in 
white and stem pin his big ugly boots 
all over the carpet 

“Hey Crowley!" I yells. 

“What's matter now?" 

“I just vacuumed that" 

“Christ it's only water." 

“It is not There's all mud in It 
Look.” “Can it Geraldine." 

I tell him Portsmouth ain’t comin. 
It don’t improve his mood none, and 

locks himself in the bedroom and 
d?tens to old Dylan records. Michael 
Emmet Crowley cannot handle 
rejection. Well he’s a poor orphan 


Turkey on White 

A NEW SHORT STORY BY MARY FLANAGAN 



boy who don't know who his real 
Daddy was and that's a tough one. 
Never shows much gratitude to 
Lizzie and Pat though they raised 
him like he was their own instead of 
the fatherless babe of their distant 
cousin who died of TB. They doted 
on their Mikey. Suckers for them 
blue eyes and brown curls, sayin he 
looked like the Christ Child. “The 
Light of the World”, ho, bo, ho. Well 
there ain't many curls now and he's 
weighin in at 230. 

I CALL Frank case he ain't comin 
□either. 

“Don't you worry, Ger. well give 
you a hand with that turkey." 

He's pretty cheerful considerin 
Nora died last June, poor little bird, 
and Frank ain't cut out to be a wid- 
ower: Won't eat Won’t socialise. And 
Moira's in New York most the time. 

So I'm admiring my 20 pound 
turkey and feelin kinda proud. 
Thought I’d by something different 
this year; maybe along Tex-Mex 
lines. I like to experiment. Keeps me 
young. I found this recipe for ham- 
burger stuffin in Family Circle and 
sorta improvised. (Crowley’D moan 
about the chillies, but that's too 
bad.) I used Worcestershire sauce, 
I mean a lot Then on an impulse I 
added sugar, only the bowl slipped 
outa my hand, so I balanced out the 
sweetness with some vinegar and 
that was bettec I poured in a can of 
tomato soup, but the mixture looked 

awful loose, not like Nora’s or lizzie’s. 

Well, I won't tell you what it re- 
minded me ot But I says to myself 
no regrets, Geraldine, and went on 
merrily rammin it into the cavity. 

In the end it looked pretty good. 
Only wish Nora could see it She 
never thought I had the equipment 


She looked down on me a little 
cause I come from a measley old 
farm upstate and talk like a hick and 
got pregnantat 15. Oh yeah, they all 
blamed me not Crowley. But Nora 
was a lady. Always good to me and 
the kids. She was a tad jealous 
cause I had five and she only pro- 
duced Moira, which is why Moira's 
spoiled like Crowley but she’s a good 
kid reaDy. Likes me. Thinks I'm a riot 
and a half; and that burned her moth- 
er up as well. 1 was a little too down 
to earth for Nora. 


WELL, IT’S two o’clock and we’re 
all settin round the table, Frank and 
Moira, Kevin, my second, Kathy, my 
third, and Kelly my ten-year-old 
baby. Then comes my big moment 
and I bring on the turkey, fit was all 
red around the bones, so I covered 
it up with some mashed turnips, only 
the red's showin through now, but 
that don’t matter mud).) Conversa- 
tion ain't exactly lively cept for 
Moira and me, but it improves with 
Crowley’s red wine. Can’t stand the 
stuff myself. Tastes like wet ashes. 

I notice people ain’t exadfy tuckin 
into the food like they normally do. 
Frank’s hardly touched his, but I put 
it down to a bad Nora day. I keep 
askin if they want seconds and no 
one does, so I help myself. Tastes 
pretty good to me. What’s the 
matter with everybody? 

Brrrng. Telephone. Crowley an- 
swers. Sadie wants to speak to her 
brother: “Are you sure about this 


Sadie?” Frank don’t sound too 
pleased. 

Everyone's listenin, tense like 
we’re waitin for an H Bomb to hit 

“Well check pgain.YUh,m wait.. 
Hi there Lizzie. And a Happy Christ- 
mas to you too. \bh... j'uh. Mikey ’s 
eaten all his dinner Oookay. Merry 
Christmas, Sweetheart... Sadie? 
Well? Okay well be right down. 
Course I got snow treads. Get era 
every year, first of November You 
know that" 

He hangs up. I can hear him 


breathing. He looks at us all. 

“Pat died." 

Frank collapses into Crowley's 
chair “Can you beat that?" 

Nobody says anything. The lump 
in my stomach’s risin up to behind 
my eyes when Crowley starts blub- 
berin and sobbin like I never seen 
him. Grand Coulee Dam, I swear. 
Me and the kids all hug him and 
blubber along and I feel real bad for 
him. Then something mean in me 
says I betcha Crowley thought Pat 
would tell him one day about his real 
father’s grave an all those two 
buttoned- up bitches won’t never 
spin the beans. Ashamed of the 
scandal. Fbrgive me God. 

Portsmouth's only twelve miles 
from us, but in a blizzard that’s a 
ways away. We’re followm Frank’s 
Galaxy at about 25 miles an hour I’ve 
got my legs crossed tight, my fists 
bunched and niy teeth grit. Crowley 
keeps cryin till he slews off the 


road and I grab the wheel and he 
pulls hisself together. 

“Crowley, this is gettin hairy." 

“TU drive Dad,” says my Kevin in 
the back seat with Kelly and the 
turkey. “The hell you wilL” 

When we get to Lizzie’s house Tm 
shakin like a leaf, part from the cold, 
part from the drive and part cause 
I’m spooked out by corpses. 

Inside the hea tin's at 82 degrees 
and the TV’s blastin out carols. 

The girls are at the kitchen table 
sayin their rosaries. 


up and starts waving her arms in the 
air and kissing everyone. Then she 
goes and gets a big box of chocolates 
and starts hanriin them round. She 
sure is bavin a flamboyant senility. 

"What you come all this way for?” 
Sadie barks at Frank. “You coulda had 
an accident then whafd we do?” 

Frank sighs. “Where is he?" 

“Upstairs. On the bed.” 

“Bow’d you get him up there?" 

"I told you. He went l?y hissell He 
wouldn’t eat no lunch. Said he was 
gonna lie down. At two Min went to 
check on him and he was gone." 

“Where’s Pat? Pat, you want a 
chocolate?” 

“Lizzie don't know?" I says. 

“She’s knows all right, only she 
can't keep nothin straight in her 
brain.” Sadie pretty wound up. Her 
mouth's a ti ght white line and her 
hands a tremhhn. “Lizzie, for the last 
time, Pat’s dead.” 


“He is?" “You seen him Lizzie." 

"Well why didn't nobody tell me? 
Fat! Fat!” She’s off up the stains two 
at a time with the box of chocolates. 
Frank's right behind her, then Moira. 

My Kelly’s eyes are like saucers. 
“Jeeze. Ma. Old People. K 

Crowley’s real morose. Probably 
wants a beer, but Sadie keeps a dry 
house. Course he’s not liftin a finger 
to help poor Frank who’s in charge 
whether he wants to be or not Just 
sits there like a big helpless kid. And 
the rest of us ain't much better. 
Shock, I guess. Sadie's makra coffee 
as usual No wonder them three are 
so damned wired. 

I ask does anyone want some 
turkey, but no one’s innerested. 

"Pat liked turkey sandwiches on 
white bread," Minnie pipes up. 

"With lots of mayonnaise.” Sadie 
corrects her Hbe she done for 50 years. 

“He liked cranberry relish too.” I 
puts in my two cents. 

“Not on turkey sandwiches!" 
Sadie acts like I called him a child 
molester 

“He liked his turkey” says Min in 
a little sing-song voice. “And he liked 
his relish." 

"Yes. but not on sandwiches, 
Minnie.'' “What, dear?" 

Think Tm better off upstairs with 
the deceased than down here in 
Wonderland. I pull myself together 
and climb the creepy stkrs. I can hear 
Moira sountfin pretty stressed-out. 

“Please, Aunt Lizzie, don’t do that 
No, no. stop it, please." 

I'm standin in the bedroom door- 
way and oh boy there's poor Pat gone 
to the last roundup, wearing his or- 
thopedic boot and a white undershirt 
with purple suspenders. Lizzie's 
bendin over hoi din his eyelids open 
and Moira’s behind tryin to drag her 


'The snow's still blowin ... Face it guys , we're 
stuck here for the night with a turkey, a corpse 
and a loony tune ' 

Merry Christmas!" Lizzie jumps 


off Frank’s on the phone to the 
undertaker who’s passed out in 
front of Indiana Jones. Lizzie's 
yellin into Pat's face. “Speak to me, 
Pat," over and over. Then she starts 
mutterin into her Missal. Moira 
doses Pat’s eyes. 

Outside the snow’s swirlin 
around the streetlights and cars look 
like hibe matin polar bears. There's 
that weird quiet you only get in snow 
storms. Meanwhile Lizzie’s at Pat’s 
eyes again. “Wake up, Pat It’s tune 
to go home.” 

“Please. Aunt Lizzie. He’s dead" 

Then Lizzie's fiddlin with the 
curtains, sayin she's gonna shorten 
era two inches. Moira doses her 
unde’s eyes, cept Lizzie only opens 
em again and Moira starts crying. 
The situation's pretty hopeless, then 
suddenly Frank gets hold of the un- 
dertaker. My heart’s pounding so’s 
it hurts when I kiss Pat goodbye. 

WELL WE’RE all back at the kitchen 
table waitin for the undertaker and 
starin at that miserable lookin turkey 
carcass. Nobody’s talking cept Lizzie 
who keeps askin do we want sand- 
wiches, coffee, a Coke, a chocolate, a 
warm sweater, then goes off the par- 
lour and comes back. 

“Pat, come watch the ice skating." 

“Pat's dead, Lizzie," Sadie hollers. 
“You seen him upstairs lyin on 
the bed." 

“I did? Was he takin a nap?" 

“No he wasn't he was dead. God 
took him." 

“Where’d he take him?" 

“lb heaven, Elizabeth." She just 
ain't gonna lay off She thinks if she 
just keeps on badgerin Lizzie the 
poor little bird'll remember. Which 
makes me wonder who’s the crazy 
around here. 

“Hey Sadie,” says Crowley, “cool 
it” “Yeah, give her a break, “Frank 
agrees. 

Sadie's lookin pretty desperate. 
“But she’s gotta understand.” 

“She won’t never understand.” 

“Then God help us.” 

Everything's real quiet cept for 
the snowplough goin past and I 
thinks what the bell and starts 
pickin at the turkey and next thing 
I know Frank's at it too then Minnie 
and my lads and Crowley and even 
Sadie. Lizzie yanks off a leg and 
takes it up to Fat cause he ain’t eaten 
nothin since breakfast Sadie puts 
her face in her hands. 

The snow’s still blowin. It’s level 
with the window ledge now. Face it 
guys, we’re stuck here for the night 
with a turkey, a corpse and a loony 
tune. But hey, there’s a knock at the 
door and it’s Tom the undertaker. 
Sadie jumps up. “Come on in, Tom. 
Merry Christmas. You gonna have 
some turkey with us?” 

“I won’t say no. Sadie. I’m awful 
sorry about Pat” 

Sadie gets out the Wonderbread 
and the large economy size Hell- 
man's, and what do you know, we’re 
all makin sandwiches. Tom says he’ll 
have some coffee, so everyone has 
coffee and pretty soon we're tellin 
stories about deaths and wakes and 
funerals, and some of them are 
pretty funny and even Sadie laughs 
a couple times. “You know, Gerry,” 
she says, “this is real good turkey." 

ms THE day of the funeral and the 
sun’s shinin bright and cold. Father 
Roach is mutterin over the grave 
and Lizzie's starin at the casket and 
I think maybe just for a minute she 
knows she’s a widow. Crowley's 
starin at it too, thinkui maybe about 
the other grave, the one he was so 
gung-ho to find, only now he under- 
stands Pat was more his father all 
along, so he'll be stewin in his own 
juice over that for a while. 

They’re only pretending to bury 
Pat cause the ground’s too frozen 
hard to dig, so he'll have to stay in 
the mausoleum til April Don’t like 
the thought of him stacked up with 
all the other unburieds. I'll sure rest 
easier when he's six feet under He 
had a good death spite of the rum- 
pus he caused, God love him. An 
easy death for a good man. There's 
some justice anyways. 


Mary Flanagaris latest novel is 
‘Adele’ (Bloomsbury, £6.99 J 
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COUNTRY & GARDEN 



•" 1 

The Independent 


By heavens, when do you plant? 

Should you sow by the light of the moon or plan according to the rhythms of the sun? Anna Pavord gazes skyward, intrigued j* 


I tidied the duster box re- 
cently. Don’t ask me why. I 
can only think that it was a 
way of putting off the more 
gruesome tasbs that took me 
to the duster box in the first 
place: blackleading the grates, 
cle aning the brass. But as a symbol 
of the transitoriness of things, noth* 
Lag could be more potent 
Take Shaky. There was a time 
when one of the children's bed- 
rooms was a shrine to the pop star 
Shakin’ Stevens. In the duster box 
was embarrassing proof of her 
obsession: half of a red sweatshirt, 
with "Shaky” emblazoned on the 
front She must have been very 
young at the time (at least that win 
be her excuse) because it is a very 
small sweatshirt 

The remnant of a hideously 
shaming dress was my own. Well, the 
Seventies were weird, but were 
they really this weird? And yet this 
dress, with its brilliant psychedelic 
swirls of shocking pink, magenta and 
orange, was once the star of my 
wardrobe. Now it was one of the few 
rags in the box that actually looked 
better encrusted with Brasso than 
it did in its original state. 

There is nothing more transitory 
than fashion. That is the point of it 
that it moves on an the time. Clothes 
and pop stars are more at its mercy 
than gardens, tho ugh there have 
been some high-spirited attempts to 
subjugate gardening to the cause. 
The difficulty is that gardens won't 
stay where they are put This is a 
nightmare for stylists. The only way 
out is to get rid of anything that 
grows, and spread crushed car 
windscreens where the gras should 
be. Crushed car windscreen is the 
gravel of the Nineties. 

TVansitoriness provides excite- 
ment and freshness in a garden. 
Sometimes it is a style thing, a 
craze fora certain cotouc such as the 
brilliant blue that is in vogue in gar- 
dens at the moment There are 
styles in plants. Hostas used to be 
stylish, but aren't any more. Helle- 
bores are certainly stylish. So are 
certain sorts of primroses. Daffodils 
have never yet made the leap. 

There is an inbuilt transitoriness 
in gardens, too, created by the ebb 
and flow of seasonal plants. Jasmine 
and viburnum have taken over from 
the summer’s roses. New views 
open up as leaves from the 
trees. And each year gardeners in- 
troduce different pie;- is into the 
garden picture, some of them per- 
haps never intended as permanent 
fixtures. Marigolds, for instance, 
flowered spectacularly • mong the 
beetroot in our vegetable garden this 
year. I enjoyed that sluw, but it is 
more fun to plan a different perfor- 
mance there next year than to re- 
peat the old one. 

But underpinning these fleeting 
effects in a garden is a foundation 
of enormous strength and stability. 
The resilience and timelessness of 
gardens, the slow growth of trees, 
the immutable change of autumn 
into winter and winter into spring. 
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the consequence those changes 
have on plants - no one can garden 
and remain unaware of these. In- 
deed. they may be why we took to 
gardening in the first place. 

Tapping into this underlying 
strength is one of the things that 
makes gardening important to me. 
This, of course, is not a conscious 
feeling. When I wander out through 
the back door to do some casual 
weeding I do not say, “Ehncy that I 
am part of the great diurnal round.” 
I just get on with the job in hand. But 
while you are there, gazing at the sil- 
houette of the mahonia in the dusk 
and the sun sets, bleeding across the 
sky with the savage intensity that 
only happens on winter afternoons, 
you feel a lot better than you do in- 
side. Colder but better: 


I don’t feel I have to burrow 
around in my subconscious for rea- 
sons to garden, Fortunately. nobody 
else seems to feel the need either. 
Psychologists and psychiatrists 
leave us alone with our happy 
mania. My own theory about this 
(you have to have a theory in the 
psych-business) is that the act of 
gardening itself is what keeps you 
out of the hands of the shrinks. 

For some gardeners, the greater 
scheme itselfbecomes ah-importanL 
Instead of underpinning the calming 
chores of pruning and sowing and 
harvesting, it becomes the driving 
force of everything they do in the gar- 
den. Over Christmas, I puzzled over 
Gwydion's Planting Guide by JR 
Gower, which describes itself as 
"the definitive moon-planting man- 


ual”. The guiding principle is not dif- 
ficult to grasp. Root vegetables 
should be sown, planted or trans- 
planted in a period that starts two 
days before a full moon and ends 
three days before the following new 
moon. All other fruits and vegetables 
should be sown, planted or trans- 
planted in a slot that starts two days 
before a new moon and ends three 
days before the following full moon. 

Now, you don’t necessarily have 
to go along with these rules (which 
have long been a part of gardening 
lore), but at least you can under- 
stand them. JR Gower adds a fur- 
ther complication: signs of the 
zodiac. The beneficial signs for sow- 
ing and planting are Thunis, Cancel; 
Virgo, Scorpio. Capricorn and 
Pisces, all either earth or water 


signs. The trick, says Gowen is to get 
the phases of the moon working 
properly with the movements of 
the zodiac. 

. That means, according to the 
example he gives, that tomatoes 
should be sown between 14 January 
(22.04 hrs) and 17 (8.42 hrs) or 19 Jan- 
uary (2l.22hrs) and 22 (9.35hrs). I 
enjoy the thought of JR standing 
with seed packet in hand, waiting, 
when most of us are thinking about 
bed, for the hand of his watch to 
creep round to the 04 position. 

Nick Kollerstrom's Planting by 
the Moon is a much fuller and bet- 
ter designed guide to the same sub- 
ject, though still wonderfully arcane 
There is a generous day-to-day 
diary in this book, with foil instruc- 
tions on the state of play up there in 


the heavens. On 5 January, "The 
Moon has readied its north node 
which is usually a stressful time but 
Is quickly followed by the trine as- 
pect, which is more harmonious. 
Work only in the afternoon.” Oh! if 
only I could. Afternoons are so won- 
derfully short in January. But, dear 
Mr Kellers trom. afternoon-only 
hours just aren’t an option. Will a 
thunderbolt strike me if I dig com- 
post before noon? 

1 do hope not because I am in- 
trigued (though not persuaded) by 
this book. It tells about cycles of the 
sky. and how the moon may affect 
fertility and crop yield. It explains the 
rhythms of the sun and sets out sen- 
sible principles of organic garden- 
ing. It includes a modern-day plan 
of work for a productive kitchen gar- 


den, which appears alongside its 
18th-century equivalent garden 
notes taken from Martha Bradley’s 
The British Housewife, which was 
first published in 1756. “December ; , 
is a dead season of the year for gar- 
dening,” says the sensible Mrs 
Bradley. That’s all the excuse I 
need to stay by the fire. 


‘Gwydion’s Planting Guide' is writ- 
ten and published by JR Gower 
(£3.75). It is avadablejrom the au- 
thor at 11 Summerhouse, Orchard 
Cottages. Bove 1 bum, Glastonbury, 
Somerset BA6 8JA. You con also buy 
the book from Counter Culture at 
BCM Inspire, London WC1N 3XX, 
(01823 698895). • Planting by ih% 
Moon ; by Nick KoQerstrom, pub- 
lished by Prospect Books . £9.99 


The merry nuns of Gloucestershire 


YOU MIGHT imagine that Christmas 
in a nunnery would be a low-key 
a ff air But I am prepared to bet that 
yesterday’s celebrations in the Con- 
vent of Poor Clares at Woodchestec 
near Stroud, were as merry as any 
in the land. Of course, I did not take 
part, for the convent is a dosed ordeq 
and outsiders are not admitted to its 
inner sanctum; but a briefing from 
the Mother Abbess, Sister Mary 
Anthony, earlier in the week, left me 
in no doubt about her community's 
high spirits. 

Our talk took place in the guest 
parlour and for an hour the small, 
plain room rang with peals of laugh- 
ter as she and Sister Mary Therese, 
in their black veils and dark-brown 
habits, described their life. Most of 
their time is spent in silence, be- 
cause this is their way of “being with 
God". There is normally no conver- 
sation at meals, during which one of 
the company reads - from the scrip- 
tures, from the martyrology from a 
book of travel or education. 

So what were they planning for 
Christmas? The festival began with 
an early midnight Mass, starting at 
8pm on Christinas Eve, to which 
parishioners were invited Accord- 
ing to the Mother Abbess, these out- 
siders always pack into the extern 
chapel, which is registered for pub- 
lic worship, separate from the nuns’ 
chapel, and “sing their hearts out”. 

On ordinary mornings the nuns 
get up at 5am and prostrate them- 
selves on the wooden floors of their 
cells, renewing the dedication of 
their lives to God. But on Christmas 
Day they had a lie-in until 7am. Then 
came the Office of Readings and 
morning prayer; another Mass at 
8.30am, then midday prayer, then 
Christinas lunch. And what did they 
eat? “Turkey and Christmas pud- 
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ding, of course!” And wine? “Oh 
yesr The turkey had been given by 
“good people”, relations of a sister 
long deceased, and the wine by an- 
other benefactor: Not that any of the 
nuns over-indulged: having no suit- 
able glasses, they drank from tiny 
china cups, which they believe are 
of Flemish origin. 

In tile afternoon they said the 
Rosary together, at 4.15pm had 
Vespers, and in the evening held a 
party in a big room upstairs, deco- 
rated with pretty papers and can- 
dies. Two sisters in fancy dress 
brought in the accumulated pre- 
sents. some delivered by well- 
wishers, others brought practical 
gifts like wool or writing paper 
bought by the nuns themselves. 

They also- treat of treats -had 
television. Although the convent 
sports an aerial, the nuns have no 
television set, but at Christmas and 
Easter they borrow one and watch 
carefully chosen programmes, to- 
gether with any videos (also given) 
that are deemed suitable. 

Their order named after Saint 
Clare of Assisi, was founded on the 


Continent in 1621, when the Catholic 
religion was still banned in England, 
and the epithet “poor” reflects their 
determination to follow the frugal ex- 
istence led fay their mentor Saint 
Fraaos. The convent atWbodchester 
was built in the 1860s; at its zenith, 
after the Second TOrid Wan it housed 
30 nuns, but now the community is 
down to 12. and the average age is 
high. The Mother Abbess has been 
there fbr52 years, and her ace read- 
ec Sister Frances Agnes, is 89. 

The building -in Gothic style, and 
finely built of Cotswold stone - is a 
formidable size, stretching for more 
than 100 yards along the side of a 
steep valley. Eight acres of land go 
with it; when tee community was 
larger and younger, tee sisters kept 
cows, which gave them their own 
milk and butter. Until a fox MDed tee 
lot they had chickens, and, until last 
summer, bees: Sister Frances 
Agnes, the resident apiarist was dis- 
mayed when she found that her 
colony had flown away. She is still a 
dab hand at growing artichokes, and 
most of the asters lend a hand in the 
vegetable garden and orchard. 

Their main work, and principal 
source of income, is tee production 
of altar breads, which they sell not 
only in the diocese but as Ear afield 
as the Channel islands and Ger- 
many. The ingredients - flour and 
water - could not be simpler; but to 
achieve the right texture demands 
skill and experience. 

The dough comes out of the 
bakery in sheets, which have to be 
damped before they can be cut by 
machine. The pieces are teen sort- 
ed, counted and packed in purpose- 
made boxes, before being wrapped, 
addressed and stamped, afl by hand. 
Many of tee orders are large - 
Swindon’s is for 8,000 a month, and 



The main source of income for the sisters is the production of altar breads Margaret Lister 


double that at Christmas and East- 
er - and the sisters' annual output 
is about five million pieces, which 
earns them £25,000 a year 
As tee Mother Abbess merrily ad- 
mits, “We don't pay any wages.” So 
that income goes a good distance. 
But the nuns are not allowed to hold 
any capital, and for major repairs to 
the building, or large improvements 
such as a new boiler to heat the 
chapel, they survive on gifts or 


legacies. “We depend on divine 
providence," she says. “It sounds ex- 
traordinary, but when we really 
need something, tee Lord does pro- 
vide." Every six weeks she and the 
cook go off in a borrowed van to the 
cash-and-carry in Stro ud, to stock 
up with essential food (they eat meat 
twice a week, and fish once). But 


This does not mean they are out 
of touch with world events. “That 
dreadful bombing of Iraq!” ex- 
claimed the Mother Abbess with a 
shudder “Saddam’s so awful to his 
own family and his people. I'm pray- 
ing for his conversion.” 

Even a short time spent in her 
company was extraordinarily cheer- 

inn T had . 


a ".cco, tUiU nsn u mxi. out wwuipnu; <YCK) CAU CUMUlIianiy cneer- 

otherwise the nuns rarely venture ing. I had expected to find faith and 
into the outside world, except to visit dedication, but not such high spir- 
the sick. its, not half such a sense of fun 
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HOLLY HAS for centuries 
been credited with the 
power of warding off evil: 
the reasoa no doubt for its 
dose association with 
Christmas. A versatile 
evergreen, it sheds surplus 
foliage in summer, and 
during the winter its 
berries provide valuable 
food for birds - which is 
why, by this time of year, 
most of them have usually 
disappeared. Browsing 
animals relish its dark- 
green, shiny leaves, their 
needle-like points 
notwithstanding. 

Every winter in the New 
Forest hollies are 
pollarded - cut off short so 
that they will shoot again - 
to provide fodder for the 
semi-wild ponies. So well 
trained are the horses that 
they gather from for and 
wide the moment they hear 
power-saws start up. 

In the old days a 
decoction of holly leaves 
was used as a cure for 
chilblains, and birdlime 
was made from the baric 
boiled down, it would end 
up as a thick, gluey paste, 
which could be spread on 
branches so that birds’ feet 
stuck in it when they 
landed. Today the hard, 
wtiite wood is much sought 
after by turners: when 
polished up, it takes on the 
texture almost of ivory. 
Young, straight stems 
°teke excellent walking- 
sticks. Like yews, hollies 
can live for several 
hundred years. 

Duff Hart-Davis 
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• - - all you need are a sturdy pair of boots and this encyclopedic list of hundreds of walks organised by the Ramblers Association 


5COTLAND 

Aberdeen - 3 January; Ab- 


berlandi - 30 December: 
Durham dty 1.30pm, Lord Lon- 


erdeen City llam, Hazlehead donderry’s statue in market. 


Park CP 6 mis 


5 mis 10191 3066886). Barnard 




- "-A •i*;'* V 


ss&p- 

fe®& 


^ ^ 52 


Ayrshire (South) - 27 De- Castle 10am, Primrose Bus 
cember: Troon 10am, Railway Point, Prudloe Place, Newcas- 
Station (west side), 8mls (01292 tie. 8 & 26 & I3mls <0191 
314573). Troon 9.30am, North 4694293) 
shore CP adjacent to swimming Humberside - 26 December 
baths, 9mls (01563 850406). Bran tin gham 10.30am. Pond, 
Maidens 10am, CP Maidens 8mls (01904 61240D. Beverley 
Beach. 6mls (01505 502977) llam, Morrison's Supermar- 
East Lothian - 27 December: ket CP amis (01904 612401). 29 
Dalkeith 9.30am, Indoor bowl- December: Welton 1 0.30am, 
ingclubCPTmls (0131 6639335). Pond, 6ml (01904 612401). 1 
Musselburgh 1pm, Mall Av- January: Burstwick 10am, Pin- 
enue CP 5mls (0131 6653549) fold Lane, 8mls (01904 612401). 
Edinburgh - 27 December: Northumberland (see also 
Edinburgh 9.30am, Hillend Durham) - 27 December: 


lower CP 9mls (0131 334 5868> 
Fife - 27 December: St An- 


Moipeth 9.30am, CP next to 
Morpeth library, 7 mis (01670 


(irews 1.30pm, Petherum CR 5 18031 ). 29 December Blanch- 
4mls <01334 657573). Leslie land 10.30am, main CP, 9mls 
1 0am, HoU Reservoir off A911 <0191 4887693). 30 December: 

between Leslie and Auch- Haltwhistle 1 0.30am, Walter 
muirbridge, 8mls (01592 Wilson CR7mls (0191 4773478). 
873297). Thornton 10am, Ro tilbury 9.30am. Prudloe St, 
Lomond Centre Cp4mls (01592 Newcastle - coach must be 
773146) booked, 8-14mls (0191 5490832) 

Glasgow- 27 December Glas- Tyne & Wear - l January: 
jow 10am, Bunhouse Rd, nr Whickham 1pm, Junction 
rCehin Ha ll, 9mls (0141 4290893) Broadway/Fellside Rd, 5mls 
Moray - 26 December Elgin (0191 4887693) 

10am, Elgin Cathedral. 5 mis Yorkshire (North) - 27 De- 
<01542 886134) cember: Reeth 1030am, Village 

Perth & Kincross - 1 Jan: green, 8 mis (01748 822845). 30 
Dunkeld llam, North CP 6mls December: Grassington 

<01350 727708). 2 January: 10.30am. National Park CR7mls 
Alyth 10am, Square. 6mls (01282 816795). Fountains 
(01828 632263) Abbey 10am, Visitor centre, 

Stirling -28 December Biair- lOmls (01904 612401). 1 Janu- 
logie 10am. Linden Avenue CP ary: Pateley Bridge 10.15am, 


5mls (01259 742306) 


CP Brimham Rocks, 9mls. 


Tayside - 27 December Kin- (01943 873197). Helmsley 10am, 
ross 10.30am, Sunnyside CR Tbm Smith's Cross, on A170 
3mls (01383 722843). Kirriemuir 6kms W of Helmsley I2mls 
llam. Den CP 5mls <01382 (01904 612401) 

623052). Yorkshire (South) - 26 De- 

West Lothian 29 December cember Mexbo rough 1020am, 
Livingston 10am, North Rail- Harlington Rd Day Centre, 
4gay Station, 7mls (01506 4mls (01709 571169). Rossington 
*0493). 3 Jan: Linlithgow - 10am, St Michael's church, 
9.30am, Station, 9mis (01698 6 mis (01302 742771). 27 De- 
881761). 4 Jan: Castlegate cember Doncaster item Hex- 


1 lam, Mercat Cross. 5 mis. thorpe Park Gates, tails (01302 

856976). Barnburgh 10am, 
WALES Barnburgh church, tals (01709 

Carmarthenshire - 26 De- 571169). 1 January: Conisbor- 
cember Llandovery 1 lam, CP ougb 10am, Castle Inn, 4mls 
4mls (01550 721699). 27 De- (01709 571169) 
cember: Newcastle Emlyn Yorkshire (West) - 27 De- 
llam, market CP (football field cember Whkefield 2pm, Denby 
end!>, 5mls (01239 711057). Lam- Dale Rd, Holmeield CP 32mls 
peter lpm, picnic tables, lUfoiL (01924 784752). Hebden Brigde 
Cwmann, 4mls (01570 422181). 10-30am. Canal Marina, 12mls 
December Llandeilo (01422 885329). 29 December 
10.30am, CP, 4mls <01558 Hkley 1020am, Station, 6mls 
822960). 1 January: Llanelli (01943 863786). 1 Jan: Eldwick 
llam, Bridgend Inn PH CP llam, Dick Hudson’s PH, 
Llangennech, 8mls (01554 73mte (0113 2639951*. Whkefield 
759280). Llandybie 10.15 am, llam, Newraillerdam CP 5mls 
Red Lion CP 4.5mls (01550 (01924 820732). 2 Jan: Adding- 
777623). ham 130pm. Memorial Hall 

Ceredigion - 26 December 6mls (0113 2403889) 
Aberystwyth 2pm, Bryn Rd, nr 
Welsh Books Council, 4m Is NORTHWEST 
<01970 612012). 1 January: SQ- Cheshire (see also Staffbrd- 
ian lpm Rookry CP 5mJs shire* Derbyshire)- 26 De- 
422369) cember Macclesfield 10am, 

Conwy - 20 December Betws Trentabank Reservoir CP by 
y Coed 10am, Railway Station Rangers but, 6mls (01625 
CP 8mls (01248 430654). 27 De- 572445). 27 December Dun- 
cember Betws y Coed ham Town 1030am, Massey 
10.30am, Railway station, 5mls Hall, NT CP 8 mis (0161 


(01745 824611) 


7667775). Congieton 130pm, U- 


Glamorgan - 26 December brary CP 5 mis (01606 832236). 
Barry 10.30am, Porthkerry 29 December. Congieton 
Church, 5mls <01446 734686). 27 llam. Library CP (car share to 
December Penarth llam, Lach Dennis/Northwich), 5mls 
Clifftop CR 5mls (01222 705530) (01477 537905). 30 December. 

Gwent - 26 December P only- Congieton 1030am, Library CP 
pool 930am, Old Station CP on (car share to Godstrey), tails 
A4043, Pontaewynydd, 8mls (01477 534238). Cuicheth 

(01416 772109). 29 December: 10.30am, Pack Horse Inn. 
AWgavenny 10am. Fbxhunter Church Lane, lOmls (01925 
■CSm Blorenge off B4246, N of 762472). Cuicheth 10.30am, 
Blaenavon, lOmls (01495 773495) Pack Horse Inn, Church Lane, 
Gwynedd -27 December Dol- tails (01925 763512). 31 De- 
gellau llam, Ganlhvyd NT CP cember Congieton llam, Li- 
5mls (01766762618). Beaumaris brary CP (car share to 
llam, Gian Yr Afon, nr Llan- Haslington/Crewe), 5mls (01606 
goed, 7mls (01248 810208). 832197). Shotwick 9.30am, 
Chwilog llam, Lon Goed, 5 & church, 7mls <01244 810166). 1 


amis (01766 522238) 


Jan: Congieton 10am, Library 


Merthyr Tydfil - 29 Decern- CP (car share to Macclesfield), 
ben Merthyr TydfiU0.30am, 8mls (01606 832236) 

Garwnant Fbrest centre (top- Cumbria - 26 December Gils- 
end Uwyn-On Reservoir), 6mls land 930am, Sands CP Carlisle 
(01443 223470). 1 January: or 1030am, Gflsland Station CP 
Pontstirill llam. Red Cow PH, 7mls (01228 74746). Distington 
6mls (01443 834175) 2pm, Myers & Bowmans old 

Monmouthshire - 26 Decern- garage, 6mls (01946 831624). 27 
ben Chepstow 9.45am, leisure December Walney Island 
rltre (share cars to Tintem). 1 0am, Earnse Bay CP 5 mis 
s s mis (01594 530928). 29 De- (01229 824190). Ambleside 
cember Chepstow 9.30am, 930am, Sands CP Carlisle or 

leisure cenbe (share cars to Ly- llam, main CpAmWeside, finals 
dbrook), 8mls (01594 530928). 1 (01228 74746). 29 December 

Jan: Chepstow 9.45am, leisure Thursby 9.30am, Sands CP, 
centre (share cars to Red- Carlisle or 9.45am, Thursby, 
brook), tails (01594 530928) grid ref NY3275Q2. Suds (01228 
Powys - 27 December 74746). 1 Jan: Crosby Raven- 
Aberedw 10am, Seven Stars scrofi 930am, Sands Cp Carlisle 
PH, 6mls (01597824866).! Jam or lOJOam, Centre, 9mis (01228 
Welshpool 10am, Churdi Step 74746). Distington 2pm. Myers 


6mls (01938 552622) 

Swansea - 26 December Pbn- 

tarddulais 1030am, Lay-by on 


* Bowmans old garage, tails 
(01946831624). 

Lancashire - 26 December 


bill nr Fbuntain Inn PH, 6mls Skelmersdale 10am, Beacon 
(01792 883426). 1 Jam Gower Park Centre, 5 mis <01772 
10am. A4118: Rose Cottage, 812034.). Penwortham lpoxCP 
Penmaen, 7mls (01792 367188) next to Fleece Inn, 6mks Chip- 
Wrexham - 28 December ping 10.15am mam CR 6mls 
Minera 10.30am. Lead mines (01254 822851). 27 December 


CR 7mls (01978 755406) 

NORTHEAST 


Rawtenstall 10am, Kay St CP 
near centre, tails (01706217577 

or 228681). Nelson 1030am, Vic- 


Cleveland - 27 December: toria park CR Can- Rd, 6mls 
sSra 130pm, Station. 6mls <01282 613721 2« December 

Eklgeworth 930am, Bartow It 
1 S^ ^alsoNorthum- stitute, tails (01257 263841). 1 


Jan: Ormskirk lpm. Vicarage 

■ Lane, Ruff Wood, 5mls (01695 
576199*. Rivington llam, hall 

I bam, 9 mis (01772 736467) 
Manchester - 30 December 

■ Littleborough llam, Holling- 
worth Lake visitor centre. 5 mis 
<0161 6438346). 28 December 
Romiley 10 am, Railway sta- 
tion, lOmls (0161 4949918) 
Merseyside - 28 December 
Thurstaston 1030am, Wirral 

• Country Park, Station Rd, tads 
<0151 6089472). 30 December 
Spital 1030am, Railway station, 
6mls (0151 6483070) 

CENTRAL SOUTHERN 

Hampshire - 27 December 
Shawford llam, Shawford 
Down CP 6.5mls (01703 769640). 
Alton 930am & 130pm, Manor 
CP (behind Duxour Store), 10 & 

5 mis (01420 564124). 28 De- 
cember Wickham 10am. Wick- 
ham Square, 5mls (01329 
284556). Bream ore 10am, 
Breamore House CP 5mls 
(01722 330214). 29 December 
Fritham 10am, CP on edge of 
woods, nr Royal Oak pub, 7mls 
<01703 769640). 30 December 
Ashurst 10.40am, Railway Sta- 
tion CP 5mls (01703 769640). 31 
December Ringwood 10am. 
Moyles Court, Stalls <01202 
519791). 1 Jan: Bassett 10.30am, 
Sports Centre, by Bowling 
Green, 53mls (01703 769640) 
Isle of Wight - 28 December 
Arreton 10am, Arreton 
Schoolsl, 3 & 5 mis (01983 
296954) 

Oxfordshire - 26 December 
Banbury 10am, Red Lion (site 
oO, Upper Wardington, 5.5mls 
(01295 266979). Nettlebed 10am. 
Crocker End Green, 9mls 
(01491 574065). 27 December 
Henley 1030am, Greys Rd CP 
4mls (01491 411011). 28 De- 
cember Abingdon 10am, Rye 
F&rm CR 8 mis (01235 202784). 
30 December Stratton Audley 
10.30am, The Church. 7m Is 
(01869 244436). Cbildrey 10am, 
Church, 7tails (01235 751280). 

1 Jan: Woodstock 10.30am, 
Hensington Rd, Stalls (01606 
642360). Nuffield 10am, Homer 
Farm, 5mls (01491 574065) 
Wiltshire 26 December Brad- 
ford on Avon 10am, Railway Sta- 
tion CR 5mls (01225 867620). 
Bratton 10.30am. CP at top of 
Westbury White Horse Hill, 

7 mis (01380 725457). 27 De- 
cember Corsham 10.30am. 
Newlands Rd CR 4mJs (01249 
650725). 28 December 

Wroughton 10am, Barbury Cas- 
tle Country Park CP 6mis 
(01793 740450). 31 December 
Avebury 10pm, A4, Overton 
HU 6mls (01793 616346) . 1 Jam 
Salisbury 9.30am. Salt Lane 
CR llmls (01722 324949). Urch- 
fbnt 1030am, Top of Redborn 
Hill 7mls <01380 725457). Ave- 
bury 10am, A4, Overton Hill, 
tails (01793 616346). Box 9.30, 
Selwyn ball CP 9.5 mis (01380 
859676) 

MIDLANDS 

Derbyshire - 27 December 
Brackenfield 10am, High Or- 
dish CP llmls (01629 583883). 
Belper 10am, Field Lane CP 
lOmls (01332 662534). 28 Dec: 
Sandiacre l lam, Library, 6mls 
(0115 9392554). Taddington 
9.30am, Congieton Library CP 
9.5mls (01260 274248). 29 Dec: 
Matlock 1030am, Railway Sta- 
tion, 6mls (01629 583883). 
Hartshome, nr Swadlincote 
1030am, CP opp. Bull’s Head 
(Dethick Hall), 7 tails (01332 
551552). 1 Jan: Whaley Bridge 
1030am, Whaley Bridge canal 
basin, 8mls (01663 732706) 
Hereford & Worcester - 27 
December WQlersey. nr Broad- 
way 10am, CP at rear of village 
hall 5 mis (01386 49938). Red- 
ditch 930am, King’s Norton 
Park CR Wfest Hill Rd, King's 
Norton, tails (0121 445 1884). 
Clent 10am, Lay-by NE side of 
A491, 1/4 mile N of Fbur Winds 
restaurant, 7mls (01527873441). 
Dinedor 930am, Village Hall, 
tails. 28 December Malvern 
830am, Co-op CR High St, Bo- 
ston (car share to Malvern i, 
lOmls (01902 671449). 29 Dec: 
Bewdiey 10am, Blackstone pic- 
nic area, 6mls (01299 405166). 
Malvern Link 10.30am, Link 
Top CR 23 & 43 mis (01684 
560989). Cotwall 1015am, Station 
yard, 5 & 8mls (01684 560989). 30 
Dec Broadway 10am, Leam- 
ington Rd CR 5mls. (01386 
841791). Lackey Hills 10am, vis- 
itor centre, tails (01926 776363). 
Hagley 10am, station, 6mls 
(01384 395692). 1 Jan: Dodford 
10am, Dodford Inn CR 6mls 
(01214765420). 

Leicestershire - 26 Decern- ! 
ber Woodhouse Eaves ! 
10.30am, Main St CP, 6mls : 
(01509 413801). Anstey 2pm, : 
Tbp Green, tails (0116 2682415). i 
27 December Knossington . 
10.15am, Village Centre, Bmls > 
(01572 755742). Cold Newton i 
10am, Burleys Way (The ; 
Pineapple), Leicester, 9mls , 


(01664 812771). 1 Jan: 
Queniborough 10am, ^JBpi 
Burleys Way (The 
Pineapple), Leicester, 

7mls (0116 2418887). 

Coalville 10am, rear 
CP NW Leicestershire 
Council Offices, 6mls 
10116 2365789). Hinckley 
10.30am, Brunei Rd, Bmls 
(01455 220418*. ■ 

Northamptonshire - 26 

December I sham 

10am, Post Office, 

South St, 43mls 
(01536 726588). ' 

Isham lpm, 

The Lilacs PH. ^ 

4m Is (01536 

511162). Earls 

Barton 

1030am, 

Earls Barton 
Square, 6mls 
(01604 

810259). Scald- 

well Sam. “ ■. Jr% 
church, 63mls f-.. ;• fci 

(01604492265). y 

27 Dec: East T . 7 II 

Carlton 930am 7 
12 & 6mls. S' 

9.45am V'.fc . V 

lOmls. 10am 1 ' . B 

4mls, 130pm 
43 mis, Coun- 

by Park (01933 460373). 28 ^ 
Dec: Earls Barton 930am. 
Square, 6mls (01604 811199). 

1 Jan: Grendon 10.30am, nr 
Village hall, 5.5mls (01933 . 
663603). 

Nottinghamshire - 26 De- 
cember Misterton 10am, Pack- \ 
et Inn. 7mls (01427 838789). ' 
Retford Ham. CP off Chaple 
gate, 5mls (01777838763). 27 De- 
cember Stapleford 930am. 
London Rd CP Newark & 9.45, 
North CR Stapleford Woods, 
3.5mls (01636 700824). Strelley 
10.15am, Church, 9mls (0115 
9821022). Eakring 10.30am. En- 
trance ofRedgate Wbod, Whites- 
tub Lane, tails (0115 B204066). 

30 December Kingston an Soar 
10.15am, Village Green, Trnls 
(0115 9254066). l January: 
Lowdham 1030am, North end of 
Main St, 8mls (0115 9623560). 
Strelley 10.30am, Broad Oak 
PH CP 6mls (0115 9254066). 

New Clipstone 10.30am, .*.] 

Clipstone Drive, Bmls .<&} 
(0115 9892075). 

Shropshire - 27 De- 
cember Craven Arms 
10.30am, CR off 
Corvedale Rd, 8mls (01694 
781465). 28 Dec: Wellington 
10am, Forest glen CP Clud- 
dley fane, 9mls (01952 299297). 

29 Dec: Broseley 9.30am, ( 
Health centre CR llmls (01952 ( 

882228). 30 December Church ! 
Stretton 10am, Carding Mill < 
Valley (before cafe CP), Bmls i 
(01743 244922). 1 Jan; Qswesby < 
10am, Central Cp 93mls (01691 1 

623026). < 

Staffordshire - 26 Decern- i 
ber Biddulph 10am, Congieton 1 
Library CR8mls (01782 512545). ! 
27 December Aldridge 9am, l 
South Parade Cp Sutton Cold- i 
field, 8mls (0121 3293733). San- < 
don 930am, Slip Rd opp. Dog & ] 
Doublet PH at junc. of Sandon \ 
Lane & A51, 5 mis (01785 < 

662237). 28 December Meer- 1 
brook 10am & 1.30pm, ( 

Tittesworth Reservoir Amesni- S 
ty Area CP 5mls & 5mls <01782 ] 

512851). 29 December. Stone ( 
9.45am. Westbridge Park CP 
63mls (01785 815141) 5 

Warwickshire -26 December l 
Cherington 9.30am, In lane op- l 
posite Weston Mill, 9mls (01608 ( 
662279). 27 Dec: Henley in 2 
Arden 10am, Prince Harry's Rd 1 

CE7mls (0121 779 4456). 30 Dec 3 
Umington 10am, Layby on Dm- ( 
mgton-Darling scote Rd, 9mls I 
(01789 295426). Edgehill 10am, 1 
Ratley Rd, 6mls (01608 &12360). 2 

1 Jan: Kenilworth 10am, Cas- 1 
tie CP 5mls (01203 621649). I 
Stratford on Avon 10.30am, Tbp \ 
of Maidenhead Rd, 7mls (01789 I 
299337) 6 


5V , 




Rd, 5 mis (01189882674). 
Buckinghamshire - 27 De- 
cember Bourne End 1030am, 
CRMoorholme Lane, Well End, 
5mls <01628 483430). Bourne 
End 130pm. CP Moorholme 
Lane, Well End, 5 mis <01494 
881543. 29 December Brill 
8am, Windmill, 15mls 
^ <01869 601452). 30 Dec 
Dorney llam. Main 
gates to Dorney Court, 
amis (01753 642740). 

Hadenham 10.30am. 

Village Hall CP (cor- 
k ner of Bank's Rd 

\ ^ and Churchwav;. 

| It \ Gmls <01296 
L\ . 427717). 1 Jan: 

■- S token ch urch 
llam. Kings 
Arms. 8.5mls 

528381). 

jpfc Princes Ris- 
borough 

■ .V 10.30am, The 

- / Mount CP (cor- 

ner of Church St 
& Stratton Rdi, 
L •' s 6mls (01296 
ffe V 427717) 

||A. ; Essex - 26 De- 
cember Rochford 
10am, Rail Station. 
9mls (01702 
X 582230). Biller- 
^ icay 10am, CP 

3^9 % off High St at 




^ (01634 3 

•W| - i. X* i'k. 7.5ml 

; •%; > **-.• > . :•* • ' 8i90). 




Grandstand, West Common, 
Carholme Rd, 8 mis (01522 
522534). Broughton 1030am, 
CP on Ermine St, lOmls. Spald- 
ing Ham, Ayscoughfee Gar- 
dens, 5mls (01406 362885). 
Norfolk - 26 December Bran- 
caster llam. Beach CP 6mls 
(01945 587443). 27 Dec King’s 
Lynn 1030am, CP Park Fhrm, 
Snettisham, 4mls (01553 671829) 
Suffolk - 26 December Hor- 
ringer 10.30am, Community 
centre, 5mls (01359 250 815). 27 
Dec Stowmarket 1030am, ICI 
works CR Needham Rd, 5mls 
(01449 721121). Sudbury 

10.30am, The Croft N of St 
Gregorys Church, 5mls (01787 
371880). 1 January: Clifford 
1030am, Culfbrd School Sports 
Centre CR 8 mis (01359 250815). 


• rear of Wbotworths, 

V 7 7mls (01277 654626). 

South Woodhara Fer- 
rers 10.30am, The Bell 
PH, lOmls <01245 609064). 

Rochford 10am, Rail Sta- 
tion, 5.5mls (01702 582230). 
Lough ton 1030am, Central line 
station, 8mls (0181 5307303). 27 
December Hadieigh 10am, 
John Burrows recreation 
ground CP Rectory Rd, tails 
(01702 540662). Maldon 1030am, 
Butt Lane CR 5mls (01245 
609064). Loughton 10.30am, 
Central line station, 6mls (0181 
989 5116). Wrabness 1030am, 
RSPB CR Stourwood, 5mls 
(01255 432027). Wrabness 
RSPB CR Stourwood, 
5mls (01206 8542981. 28 De- 
cember Bo re ham 10.30am, 
Sainsbiuy’s CR 7mls (01245 
609064). 29 December East 
Hanningford 1 030am, Rear CP 
Windmill PH, The TVe. 4mls 
(01245 223657). Kelvedon Hat dr 
10am, The Green Man PH, 
Navestock Side, 5mls <01708 


523513). Danbury 1030am, NT 
CP Danbury Common, Gmls 
(01245 609064). 30 December 
Broomfield 10.30am, Commu- 
nity Centre CR 7 tads (01245 
609064). 31 December Writtle 
10.30am, Hylands Park, 9 mis 
(01245 609064). 1 January: Ter- 
ling 1030am. The Raleigh Arras 
PH, 6mls (01245 609064). 
Waltham Abbey 1030am, Lee 
Valley Park Highbridge CP off 
A101, 4mls (01277214684). Sible 
Hedin^ram llam, Christmas 
field, nr school, 7 mis (01376 
331909). Chingford llam, BR 
Station. 6mls (0181 527 3938) 
Hertfordshire - 26 December. 
Hertford/Hoddeson 10.30am, 
Bayford Station CR tails (0181 
360 0268). 30 December Hinx- 
worth 10am. High St tails 
(01234 353704). 31 December 
Reed 9.30am, Heath Sports 
Centre CP Baldock Rd, Roys- 
ton, 5mls <01763 242677). 1 Jam 
South Minims 10.30am, Black- 
horse Lane. 7 mis <0181 4492139) 
Kent - 26 December Teston 
10.30am, Picnic site, 5.5mls 
(01732 851310). 27 December 
Sandgate lOam, CP nr castle. 
7mls (01843 596249). Tonbridge 
1030am, Watergate big bridge 
over the Medwav. by castle, 
5. amis (01732 851310). 28 De- 
cember Yalding 1030am, Sta- 
tion, 5 mis (01732 851310). 
Charing 1030am. Church (Mar- 
ketplace), 6rnls (01622 891277). 
29 December Selling 10am, 
Perry Wood CR Gmls. 30 De- 
cember: Lambert urst 

10.30am, CP in village centre, 
5 mis (01892 525948). West 
Mailing 10.30am, CP behind 
Tesco, 4mls (01732 851310). Ten- 
bridge 1030am, Dene Park CP 
4 miles N of Tonbridge, 73mls 
(01634 711734). Westerham 
10am, Green, 8mls (0181 
4622215). 1 Jan: San dling, nr 
Maidstone llam. Old A229 
) Rd, near Tyiand Bam (off 

k Bluebell HID, southbound 
carriageway), 5mls 
(01634 364855) 

London - 26 Decem- 
ber: East Finchley 
10.30am, Under- 
ground station, 
1 -V-, 7.5mls (0181 883 

8190). Keston 10am, 
?>i-: Common side CR 

5mls (0181 857 0300). 
28 December Hayes 
10am , Station, 9mls (0181 462 
1168). Woodford Green 1030am, 
Hawkey Halt Broadmead Rd, 
6mls (0181 504 5267). 29 De- 
cember Hainault lOam, CP 
by lake, Hainault Forest 5 mis 
(0181 5303020). l January: Ke- 
ston lpm, Rmds CP Westerham 
Rd. 5mls (0181 467 4698). 
Surrey - 26 December Shal- 
ford liii5am & 1.45pm, The Par- 
rot PH, park in side road 
leading to Industrial Estate. 
5mls & amis (01252 657741). 
Reigate lOam. CP top of 
Reigate Hill off A217, 6mls 
(01737 833155). Elstead 10am, 
The Moat CR 5mls (01428 
682842). Headley 10am, Heath 
main CP (opp. cricket ground), 

5 mis (0181 3372485). 27 De- 
cember Wootton 10am, Friday 
St CR 8mls (01932 341463). 
Egham 10 am, Bishopgate En- 
trance to Windsor Great Park, 
Trnls (01344 776621). Cbobham 
1030am, Village CR 7 mis (01483 
768548). 28 December Oxshott 
1030am, Station, 7mls. 


EAST ANGLIA 

Cambridgeshire- 26 Decem- 
ber Huntingdon 10am, River- 
side CR 6mls (01480 458249). 27 
December Swaffham Prior 
10.30am, Village Hall, 5mls 
(01638 665949). Helpston 2pm, 
Church, 3mls (01733 222880). 28 
December Ely 10am, Cathe- 
dral CP Barton Rd, 6mls (01223 
833417). Marholm 2pm, Village 
HaD, tails <01733 577482). 31 De- 
cember Peterborough 130pm, 
Ferry Meadows, Visitors Cen- 
tre, 5mls (01733 810303) . 1 Jan- 
uary: SnaflweD 1030am, park nr 
church, 5mls (01638 665949). 
Peterborough 10am, Key 
Theatre CR tails (01733 
577482). 

Lincolnshire - 26 December 
Horscastle 10am. Market 
Place, 5mls <01507 527358). Lin- 
coln 1030am, The lions in the 
Arboretum, Monks Road, 4mls 
(01522 5229341. 28 December. 
Homcastie 1030am, Swimming 
POOL 83 mis (01522 792172). 1 
January: Lincoln 10.30am, 


SOUTH EAST 

Bedfordshire - 26 Decem- 
ber Old Warden 10.30am, 
Church, 7mls <01234 353704). 
27 December Amp thill 
10.30am, Park CR 7mls (01234 
353704). Barton-le-Clay 10am. 
Old Rd, 7mlS (01582 883252). 28 
December Stotfold 1030am, 
The Green, 7mls <01234 353704). 
29 December Potton 1030am, 
BuD St cp 6rnls (01234 381508). 
Luton lpm, Copt Hall (off 
Wheathampstead, Lower 
Harpenden Rd), 3mls (01582 
662944 evenings). 30 Decem- 
ber Hinxworth 1030am, Cen- 
tre, 9mls (01234 353704). 
Bromham 1030am, Miff, 5mls 
(01234 301027). Leighton Buz- 
zard 930am, Woburn village 
CP (opp. church), 5xnls (01525 
377599). 31 December Sundon 
Hills 1030am, CP 7mls (01462 
700501). l January: Oakley 
10am, Bedford Arms, 6 mis : 
(01234 823075). Shffiington 
1030am, Musgrave Arms, 7mls 
(01234 353704). Dunstable 
10.30am, Downs wsitor centre, 
tails (01582 668824). 

Berkshire - 26 December 
Chapel Row 1 lam, Bucklebury 
Common CP 5mls (0118 
9617972). 27 December Maid- 
enhead 10.25am, NT CP 
Pinkneys Drive, 4mls (01628 
622991). 29 December 

Hungerford 10.05am, Station 
CR llmls (01635 32842). 30 De- 
cember Cookham Dean 
10.15am, Winter Hill NT CP 3- 
5mls (01628 62299D. 1 Jannary: 
Hurley 1030am, CP nr church. 
5mls (0118 9403158). Pang- 
bourne 2pm, Public CP Station 


SOUTH WEST 

Avon - see Gloucestershire 

and Somerset 

Cornwall - 27 December 
Holywell Bay 1030am, NT CR 
Bmls (01637 875199). Godophin 
10am, garage, park in village or 
Gwedna Woods. 7 mis. 28 De- 
cember Polzeath 1.30pm, CR 
4mls (0120873489). Constantine 
130pm, Village CP 4.5mls. 1 
January: Gorran Churchtown 
10.30am, 6 mis (01726 842101). 
Gweek 10.30am, Bridge at 
Gweek, Nr Helston, lOmls 
(01326 340728) 

Devon - 26 December Bick- 
leigh llam Devonshire Centre, 
Mill CP 6mls <01392 413073). 
Barnstaple 10.30am Arlington 
Court NT CR 5mls <01271 
376274). Tbtnes. 10am Borough 
CP 10.30am, Wools ton Green, 
5.5mls (01803 862829). 27 De- 
cember Bovey Tracey 10am. 
Lower CR Bmls (01392 413073). 
30 December: Bampton 
10.15am CP (next to Swan 
hotel). 4.5mls <01398 323456). 
Dartington 10.30am Meadow- 
brook CR 53mls (01803 863355). 
1 Jan: Chawleigh llam Egges- 
ford Forest. 7mls (01271 
342703). Morchard Bishop 
10.30am CP nr school, Bmls 
(01392 413073) 

Dorset - 27 December Dorch- 
ester lpm Stinsford. at top of 
lane, 4.5mls <01305 784672). 28 
December Milton Abbas llam 
& 2pm Milton Abbey school CP 
4mls & 3mls (01258 8202091.1 
January: Sandbanks 10.30am, 
South Haven Point, Shell Bay, 
8mls (01202 470543). 
Gloucestershire -27 Decem- 
ber Willersey. nr Broadway 
10am CP at rear of village hall, 
5 mis (01386 49938). Gloucester 
item Trading Standards Office. 
Denmark Rd, 6mls (01452 
855909). 28 December Chel- 
tenham 9.30am, layby at foot of 
Cleeve ffill nr Southam Gmls 
(01242 522840). 29 December 
Amberley 10am, Reservoir, 
5mls (01453 832077). Stone 
llam, church. 6mls <0117 
9315033). 1 January: Winch- 
combe 10am Abbey Terrace, 
5mls (01242 604268). Cirences- 
ter 10am, Waterloo CP (share 
cars to Minchinhampton). 
4.5mls (01285 650012) 
Somerset - 26 December: 
Kingston St Mary 10.30am & 
2pm Travellers Rest PH. 8mls 
& 4mls (01323 257030). Clevedon 
10am, Salthouse Fields CP, 
5 mis (01275 872894). 27 De- 
cember Yeovil ioam Old sta- 
tion CP 5mls (01935 424424). 
North Currey 1.30pm, The 
Square, 5.5mls (01823 324185). 
28 December. Dulverton 
10.15am, CP 4.5mls (01398 
323456). 29 December Alsholt 
10.30am Lydeard Hill CP 
4.5mls (01823 442509). Bur- 
lington Ham 10.30am Cp 
6.5mls (01934 513714). Wells 
l.45pm Bishops Bara 4.5mls 
(01749 67B710). 30 December 
Norton Fitzwarren 10am , Hill- 
fort CR 65mls (01 B23 324185 ). 3 1 
December Wells 10.30am Ash 
Lane, 8mls (01749 670019). 
Minehead 2pm, Webbers Post, 
4mls (01643 703986). Minehead 
10am, Webbers Post, 6mls 
(01643 703986). 1 January: 
Clevedon 10am, Salthouse 
Reids CR 5mls (01275 871236). 
Midsomer Norton 10.30am, 
Safeway CR 4mls <01761 436398) 
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The Cheny 
Berry or 
Gaaltheria 
Procurabens is 
a creeping 
ground cover 
evergreen 
shrub with 
glossy pointed 
green leaves 
sometimes 
referred to as 
wintergreen. 

The leaves, 
when crushed 
in winter, have 
a strong 
fragrance. 

In summer uni 
shaped flowers 
of white or 
pale pink are 
produced. 

These are followed in autumn and winter by aromatic scarlet fruit of 
about diameter which persist until early spring. 

The fruit has an appearance and vibrance of colour si miliar 10 a ripe 
cherry and is liked by birds. The shrub only grows 6" tall but can 
spread up to 3' making it an excellent, attractive ground cover. 

You can buy 3 of these lovely shrubs for jus! £9.95 or buy 6 for jus) 

; £16.90 - saving you £3. 

! Both prices include postage and packing. 
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Shopping 
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1999: a space odyssey 


Boxing Day is designed for lounging at home - but first there are some serious purchases to be considered. 
If you want to know just where to put all those presents, Rhiannon Batten has the answers. 


Toiletries: 

WIch the fine packaging - and poseur 
attributes - of a good toiletry gift set. it’s 
tempting to leave your Christmas bubble 
bath out on display, if you don't want to 
come home one day to find that greedy 
fingers have been helping themselves to 
your sensuous massage oil. though, keep 
them safely out of harm's way in a neat and 
sleek bathroom cabinet. 



Bathroom 

cupboard 

with one 

shelf, 

£125, 

House 

(01258 

454884 for 

mail 

order) 



Ekenas 

low Quit, 

£299, 

Habitat 

(0645 

334433 

for 

nearest 

store) 



Bathroom 

trolley, 

£109.95, 

The 

Holding 

Company 

(0171-610 

9160) 


CDS: 

For anyone with a bulging CD collection, 
Boxing Day is D-Day - or should that be CD- 
Day?. Blitz your Boyzone and have a 
Massive Attack on the organisation front 
with some serious CD storage equipment. 
Whether it's a walk-in musical wardrobe you 
require or the proportional equivalent of an 
elfin shoe box, make sure you give yourself 
room to expand. 



Three- 
drawer 
CD case, 
£18, Muji 
(0171-323 
2208 for 
nearest 
store) 



Cecchi 

CD bos, 

£7.50, 

Habitat 

(0645 

334433 

for 

nearest 

store) 



Travel 
CD bag, 
£12.50, 
The 

Holding 

Company 

(0171-610 

9160) 


Cards and Letters: 

if you admit to finding unscrupulous 
magpies infuriatingly difficult to live with 
(recycling's great but does anyone really 
remember to use their Christmas cards to 
cut down into eco-friendlier gift tags next 
year?), brute force is the only way out. Have 
done with chaos - it's never organised - and 
take charge with some stylish but pleasingly 
functional filing equipment. 



Mark 

Garside 

Digital 

Grass 

letter 

holder, 

£12.99, 

Same 

(0171-247 

9992) 



Forest 

letter 

rack, 

£8.95, 

Ocean 

Warehonse 

Shop 

(0171-670 

1222) 



Set of 
two Emu 
boxes, 
£9.50, 
IKEA 
(0181-208 
5607 for 
nearest 
store) 


Books: 

Books should not be hidden away under 
tables, inside desks and next to beds. 
Colour-coded, subject-themed, or 
nonchalantly shoved together, truth is they 
make the perfect display objects - eye- 
catching. impressive (if you read the right 
books, of course) and easily changed to suit 
the mood - so be brazen and create a 
library in the literary wilderness of your 
front room. 



Penta 

occasional 

beech 

table, £89, 

Habitat 

(0645 

334433 

for 

nearest 

store) 



Lack 
shelf unit, 
£89, 

IKEA 

(enquiries 

and 

nearest 

store, 

0181-208 

5607) 



Granite 

bookends, 

£14J)5 

per pah; 

Ocean 

(0870 

8484840 

for mail 

order) 


TOYS: 

The thing about toys - whether they are of 
the adult or the juvenile sort - is that they 
were designed to be played with so keeping 
them in enforced order is always going to 
be an uphill struggle. But, even if the 
scattered-around-the-carpet habitat is their 
home of choice, at least try to tempt your 
toys into confinement with some stylish 
storage options. 



PP Clip 

handle 

boxes, 

from £6.95, 

Muji 

(0171-323 

2208 for 

nearest 

store) 



Plywood 
storage 
Unit 
with PP 
drawers, 
£135, Muji 
(0171-323 
2208 for 
nearest 
store l 



Stair 

basket, 

£45.95, 

Shaker 

(0171-724 

7672 for 

mail 

order and 
enquiries) 


Kitchenware: 

The very culinary tools that are given to 
make your fife easier - blenders, matching 
60-piece dinner sets, steamer pans and so 
on - usually just end up by leaving you with 
a Krypton Factor-style obstacle course every 
time you step into the kitchen. To make 
your meetings with the midnight toast fiend 
easier and your path to souffli success a 
little less messy, clear the decks with some 
clever kitchen cupboardry. 



Maximus 

tall 

cabinets, 

from 

£895, 

Colour 

Blue 

(0171-820 

7700> 



Oliva 

beech 

kitchen 

units, from 

£599, 

Habitat 

(0645 

334433 

for 

nearest 

store) 



Butcher’s 

block 

trolley, 

£179.95. 

The 

Holding 

Company 

<0171-610 

9160) 


Wine bottles: 

If you fancy yourself as something oF a wine 
buff - and you have a portly-enough post- 
Christmas wine cellar to merit such a label - 
forget sniffing, sipping and spitting your 
way to the top and start caring for your 
bottles with the appropriate stacking. 

And For those who have no such lofty 
aspirations, at least treat your supermarket 
plonk to a change oF image by leaving it on 
a stylish shelf. 



Bottle 

.. 

Polished 

^ J Jj~ 

Tower, 

£99, 

Diverti- 

menti 

(0181-246 

4300) 


aluminium 
6-bottle 
stand, £33, 
Millen- 
nium 
(07071 

880760) 

|ta|gg!|pH 





Country 

cupboard, 

£149, and 

wine rack 

insert, 

£29.95, 

Ocean 

(0870 

8484840) 


Clothes: 

OK, no-one actually likes to see people 
ironing their knickers or colour-coding their 
t-shirts but. even for the less-obsessed with 
neatness, it's time to sharpen up and do 
away with the heap-on-the-floor school of 
wardrobing. With the number oF Funky 
hangers you can organise your clothes 
around, there's no excuse for letting them 
Ire around gathering dust - whatever state 
your wardrobe is in. learn to dress it well. 



Giant 
padded 
Sloppy Joe 
laundry 
bag, 

£29.99, The 

White 

Company 

<0171-385 

7988) 



Adjustable 

steel 

hanging 

rail. £32, 

Muji 

<0171-323 

2208 for 

nearest 

store) 



Mesh 

chrome 

metal wire 

linen 

baskets, 

from £29, 

Habitat 

<0645 

334433) 
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SIX OF 
'“THE 



BEST 


CHAMPAGNE 

FLUTES 



Niro stemmed hand- 
blown flute. £6.50, 
Habitat (call 0645 
334433 for details) 



Encore flute, £77 each 
or £140 for two. Royal 
Brierley Crystal 
(01384 70161) 


Videos: 

Video nasties are literally just that for 
anyone struggling with their Feng Shui 
tendencies - all those garish plastic boxes, 
stray capes without their covers and, of 
course, the humiliation of having labels that 
tell everyone else exactly what you're 
watching. Do your aesthetic side a Favour 
and invest in some suitably sophisticated 
casing for your home entertainment. 



Wire video 
rack, 
£29.95, 
Ocean 
Warehouse 
Shop 
(0171-670 
1222) 



Kelly 
Hoppen 
lacquer 
video box, 
£30. 

De ben- 
hams 
(0171-408 
4444) 



Chocolate 
brown soft 
woven 
leather 
baskets, 

from £25. 
The 

Holding 

Company 

(0171-610 

9160) 



HoDow-ste tamed 
champagne flutes, £12.95 
for two, Divertimenti 
(0181-246 4300) 



S (k 
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Wine Gourmet flutes 
with chocolate truffles, 
£15 for two, Debenhams 
(0171-408 4444) 


•‘--teMi 





Sterling silver flutes 
decorated with heart- 
shaped leaves, £304 for 
two, V&A (01672 542288) 


Otto flutes, from £io 
each, lsa International 
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The New Beetle is set to become a design classic, but can its performance live up to its looks? By John Simister 

The Bug 
is back 
- and 
it bites 






* 




Y ou must have heard of the New Beetle. 

Derived from a concept car created by 
designers in Volkswagen's Californian 
creativity outpost, and bang on target for 
America's youthful sensibilities, be they 
actual or wishfuL the automotive insect idea has gone 
down a swarm in Lhe States. And now the Mexican- 
built New Beetle is coming to Europe. Britain’s first 
batch of 1,000 cars, all left-hand drive and costing about 
Cl (1200 with lashings of equipment, arrives in Janu- 
ary, right-hand drives following at the end of 1999. 

The New Beetle, as it is official!}’ known, is based 
on underpinnings shared with the VW Golf and Bora, 
the Audi A3 and TX the Skoda Octavia and the new 
Seat Toledo. That means it has a front-mounted, water- 
cooled engine and front-wheel drive, instead of an air- 
cooled, flat-four rattier at the rear. But that doesn't stop 
the shape from being truly Beetlish, almost a cartoon 
of the original but with modem detailing. 

It's inspired by a past car, one which has been repli- 
ca ted more than any other (22 million and rising as it 
is still being made at the Mexican factory), but oth- 
erwise there's not much that's slavishly retro apart 
from two looped, plastic grab-handles. Everything else 
is a cleaned-up. topological distortion of before, in- 
cluding bash-proof plastic mudguards so it no longer 
matters that you can't see them from the driver’s seat 
So why has Volkswagen produced such a foil}’? The 
Concept One show’ car, unveiled in Detroit in 1994 as 
a bit of fun, surprised Volkswagen with the strength 
of pent-up demand. So the company looked into mak- 
ing a production version, and here it is. The original 
Beetle was a functional people's car, but it became a 
symbol of youth and universality against excess and 
obsolescence. The new one reinterprets what the orig- 
inal became, rather than what it was conceived to be. 
Rover's upcoming new Mini has the same job to do. 

You might have seen a New Beetle here already, 
but it will have been a US-specification car, imported 
privately or by a specialist Word has spread however, 
and imaginations are fired up. My daughter (11) has 
begged, demanded, and implored me to bring one home 
on test so that she and her friends can go to school 
in it Nothing is currently cooler than a New Beetle. 

After all this, it's actually a bit of a surprise to sit 
in one, ready to drive off into a flower-powered sun- 
set Fbr that's the pant Volkswagen is pushing a dream 
made modem reality, sponsoring an Andy Warhol ex- 
hibition at its Wolfeburg. Germany home to coincide 
with the Beetle's launch, and supplying every New Bee- 
tle with a faeia-mounted flower vase in the manner of 
a Sixties American Beetle accessory. 

There are two engines available, a U5bhp. 2.0-litre 
petrol and a 90bhp, l .9-litre turbodiesel A petrol V5 



The New Beetle - it combines Sixties flower-power design nostalgia with the practicality and performance of a Nineties Golf 


G50bhp, 2.3 litres) will follow. Undoubtedly the engine 
to have is the TDI diesel, because the petrol engine 
feels and sounds too, well, ‘‘normal”. The diesel's clat- 
tery sound and low-revving nature better suit the ex- 
pectations that the Beetle's shape generates, even if 


Sportier, more powerful and with 
better hatidling than the 
original , the New Beetle is a 
dream made modem reality 

the sound does emanate from the wrong end. And with 
a hefty 1551b ft of torque, the Beetle TDI scuttles along 
with a good deal more verve than the original ever did 
It is also a far better bet in the bends, thanks to its 
modern engine and suspension layout It feels quite 
sporty, actually, with the tautest feel and crispest steer- 
ing of all the current generation of Golf-based cars. 


So it is fun to drive, as well as to look at and be in. 

Clearly, there is less room inside than in a Golf but 
the Beetle is still a proper four-seater and its hatch- 
back - the original certainty didn't have one of those 
- reveals a meaningful boot space. The rear seat folds, 
of course, but so did the old one's. The driver is con- 
fronted with a typical Beetle instrument duster 
based on a huge, round speedometer: inset this time 
with a little iuei gauge and an equally small rev-countec 

The seat fabrics echo the body colour <a vivid cit- 
rus yellow/green in my car), and plastic panels below 
the window line are designed to look like painted metaL 
Dimpled textures and mock-aluminium abound, and 
the only leatbergrain-loob is to be found on the gear 
lever's gaiter. That's an error: the gaiter should be in 
black rubber and the lever should be long and spindly. 
It has the correct springy, donky action, though. 

Well, are you convinced? It’s the Disneyland effect: 
you feel cynical before the experience, but end up cap- 
tivated. It worked for me, anyway. Obviously there is 
no sensible reason to buy a Beetle instead of a Golf 
but neither has Mickey Mouse ever claimed to be a 
real rodent 


Specifications 

Volkswagen Beetle TDI Price: £16,200 
Engine: i.896cc, four cylinders, eight valves, 
direct-injection turbodiesel, 90bhp at 
3,750rpm 

Transmission: five-speed gearbox, 
front-wheel drive 

Performance: l06mph, 0-60 in 12.8sec. 
49-54mpg 

Rivals 

The New Beetle has no direct rivals. If you 
want one, nothing else is likely to do. The role 
of the old Beetle has been taken over by 
successive generations of the Golf and the 
new one is designed for a different and less 
serious job. Rover’s new Mini, due in 2000. is 
inspired by the 3959 original and comes the 
dosest to the New Beetle idea. 


. . . but the prototype is still crawling along 

If you fancy Beetle style, but not the new price tag, hunt down an original. Just be waiy of the year, warns James Ruppert 


i k 


BEETLEMANIA. THERE is no Other 
explanation for if The queues for 
the all-new Volkswagen Beetle are 
stretching into the next millennium, 
both in the UK and worldwide. 
When it finally arrives in Britain in 
the new year, it will be expensive 
and left-hand drive. No wonder po- 
tential buyers after some style and 
fun are starting to take a closer look 
at the original model. 

No other car this century has cul- 
tivated such devotion, passion and 
sales, the latter in excess of 22 mil- 
- lion. Surety 22 million buyers can't 
.*%t e wrong? An objective opinion 
would be that it was slow, cramped, 
noisy and had potentially lethal han- 
dling. Then again, it was relatively 
cheap, had simple mechanics and 
was well built, easy to drive with 
light controls and an unburs table, 
air-cooled engine. 

Never mind all that no other car 
looked so distinctive and lovable, or 
remained in constant production for 
more than 50 years. A survivor; style 
icon and design classic, it doesn't 


matter wbatyou call it just say the 
word Beetle and everyone knows 
what car you are referring to. 

If you've decided that a Beetle is 
for you, and I would drive one first 
before making a final decision, be 
aware that there are millions to 
choose from, and it p^ys to be 
choosy- There are probably more 
bodged and broken Beetles on sale 
than any other classic, and the 
secret is finding a sound, rust-free 
original or one property restored. 

Prices have remained stable, 
which mean high. Good examples 
are rarely less than £2.000, but 
expect to pay around £3,000 for a 
very tidy and usable 1300. Most in 
demand though, are the Cabriolets 
which command prices in the 
region of £7-£9,000, providing they 
are factory originals and not an 
owner DIY hacksaw job. 

First choose your model; as a 
rule, the later the better. Til spare 
you the veiy long history lesson 
except to say that by 1980, when pro- 
duction had moved to Mexico, 



every one of the Beetle's 5,500 
parts had been changed except for 
the metal channel which contained 
the boot and bonnet sealing rub- 
bers. So although they look similar. 
Beetles have changed. 

Enthusiasts will hanker after 
split rear-window models built until 
1953, then the oval window models, 
whidi stayed in production until 


1958. Trimble is, those models, and 
anything up to 1966, had barely- 
adequate six volt electrics. There 
were five different engines used in 
the Beetle and the larger 1300ec and 
1585 cc units from the late Sixties 
and early Seventies are best for 
keeping up with modern-day traffic. 

So leave the realty early versions 
to the purists. Nostalgia isn’t what 


it used to be, and neither are old 
Beetles. When in doubt, buy from 
an established specialist, use the 
guidance of the owner's clubs and 
get an expert to help you check a 
potential Beetle out 

In the first instance, though, 
even the novice can spot whether 
a Beetle is worth taking seriously. 
Not surprisingly, rust is the model's 
biggest enemy. Look everywhere: 
pull up carpets and look closely 
around the wheel arches, wings, in 
the boot and around the suspension. 
The engines are reliable but prone 
to oil leaks and overheating. Inte- 
riors are generally hard wearing. 

The good news with mechanical 
failures is that parts are relatively 
cheap and plentiful Body panels, 
especially for the later models, are 
not a problem either. However: a full 
restoration by an expert is going to 
cost a lot of money. It is better to 
buy a a Beetle with sound bodywork 
but a failing engine, rather than the 
other way around. Tty and look at 
plenty of Beetles: the more you see. 


the more familiar you will become 
with their faults and the differences 
in condition. I know - I’ve looked. 

Grundy Mack, a classic car 
dealer in Huddersfield, had a great 
value convertible, imported from 
Itaty, for just £4.995. A blue 1966 
model import at Grange Classics 
near Banbury was in excellent 
condition for £2,950. So there are 
bargains. But I also saw some rub- 
bish from £800 in the local paper. 

If looking for an old Beetle is too 
much trouble, then how about a 
brand new. old Beetle fresh from the 
Mexican factory? Beetles UK Ltd 
supply the latest specification, clas- 
sic-shape examples with a modern 
1.6 litre fuel-injected engine for 
just £7.995 on the road. Why bother 
with a modern, pseudo Beetle 
which is only a rebodied Goff when 
you can buy an original in perfect 
working order at half the cost? 

Grange Classics , 01295 712777: 
Grundy Mack, 01484 450446: 
Beetles UK Ltd 01454 228999 


My Worst Car 

Andy mcnab’s 
RENAULT 5 

It started 
best when 
hit with a 
hammer 



THE FIRST Renault 5 I had was 
brilliant. It was a l.lOOcc 
version and it had a vinyl 
sunroof, was terminally rusty 
and there was a bungee rope 
holding the front wing on. Bui 
despite all that, it was a 
brilliant little runaround. 

I thought that by going to a 
Renault dealer and getting a 
loan, I'd have the pick of a 
very good crop of little cars. 

As it was. the used white 
Renault 5 that I chose proved 
to be a disaster. 

It was the exhaust that went 
first It fell off. but the dealer 
said that the warranty never 
covered it so I had to pay out 
for that. The next thing to go 
was the starter motor. It was 
knackered and the only way to 
get it working, which meant 
somehow persuading the 
brushes inside to spin around, 
was to hit it with a hammer and 
a rod of steeL 

Alternatively, I would just sit 
in the thing, if I couldn't be 
bothered to get out, and just 
rock it from side to side. That 
would get it goiug too. Within 
a year, serious rust started 
appearing just about 
everywhere. On top of all that, 
the electrics on the car were 
a right drama. 

I bought a Renault 5 
workshop manual, but that only 
meant that I made things 10 
times worse. I took the 
dashboard to pieces and ended 
up leaving it hanging open, the 
ignition switch dangling at the 
end of some wires tike it had 
been hot wired. But strangely 
enough, I must have done 
something right. The mess that 
I left behind actually made it 
work better. 

After 18 months of hitting 
this Renault with a hammer, 
and living with an interior 
which looked as though a bomb 
had hit it, I had to get rid of the 
tiling. I decided that I would get 
much more money for it by 
winding the mileage back, I 
used a Black & Decker power 
drill but made a hash of it 
because none of the numbers 
lined up. 

Luckily, a local Citroen 
garage was doing a £500 part 
exeliange deal against a 
Citroen BX. They didn't even 
want to see my old Renault. I 
just drove it onto the forecourt, 
took the keys to the BX and 
drove away. They probably 
threw the Renault in a bin. but 
the really ironic thing was 1 still 
had another year and a half of 
finance to pay off. So that 
Renault 5 didn't go away for 
quite some time. 

Andy McNab's ‘Bravo Tiro 
Zero' video, siarring Sean 
Bean is released by BBC 
Worldwide priced at £14.99. 

He was speaking to 
James Ruppert 


The pick-up - or how to be a cowboy in Clapham 


WHETHER IT'S fast food, 
motoring or bombing Iraq, 
Britain has a habit of following 
America. A few years after 
Henry Ford put America on 
wheels, Herbert Austin copied a 
trick or two in order to help 
motorise the UK 

Four-wheel drives are now 
the big thing in America, and 
have been for some time. And 
now, surprise, surprise, the 
segment of the market 
accelerating fastest here, and in 
Europe, is 4x4s. too. 

There are, of course, some 
things that are peculiarly and 
uniquely American, such as 
pastrami-on -rye sandwiches, 
baseball and Yank Tank cars. Do 
pick-up trucks fell into the same 


category? On like T-shirts, 
Disney stores and 4x4s, is this 
yet another Americanism bound 
to dilute our quaint cultural 
purity? The Yanks love 'em. So 
much so that the best selling 
vehicle in America this year - as 
with last year and the year 
before that - is the Fbrd F-series 
pick-up. 

The Ford boss, Jac Nasser, 
once told me that the Yanks like 
pick-ups because basically, they 
are the modern equivalent of the 
horse. “There is a bit of the Wild 
West in every American,” said 
Nasser. "And there is something 
very cowboy-like about the 
pick-up truck.” 

Pick-up sales are booming in 
the UK - they're up 46 per cent 


on last year, albeit from a very 
modest base. And the best 
challenger; Mitsubishi’s L20Q 
pick-up, has only just hit 
Britain's fens, moors, 
motorways and high streets - at 
surprisingly low prices. 

Before dismissing the pick-up 
as just another daft, eccentric 
Americanism, it's worth 
examining these over-sized 
Tonka Toys. Most of us may lead 
sober; sensible lives, but clearly 
when we visit our local car 
dealers we become more 
Indiana Jones-like. 

“If everyone bought cars 
purely on sensible grounds, we'd 
all be driving Ford Fiestas,” the 
ex-boss of Aston Martin, Victor 
Gauntlett, once told me. “Thank 



Gavin Green 

Pick-up sales are booming 
but unlikely to overtake 
4x4s - we fancy ourselves 
as squires, not cou>boys 


God, when it comes to cars, 
most of us show pleasing signs 
of insanity.” 

What could be crazier than 
buying vast 4x4s, with all that 
expensive off-road hardware 
and truck-like diesel or V8 
engines, and then simply using 
them around town? It's crazy, 
but true. They don’t even have 
any more carrying space, 
either for people or luggage, 
than a normal car. 

The Mitsubishi L200 has ail 
the advantages of a typical 4x4 
- high driving position. Action 
Man styling, go- anywhere 
capability. There is nothing a 
new Land Rover Discovery 
(£25320) can do that an L20G 
Double Cab “4 Life” (£19,295; 


can't To boot the L200 has the 
carrying capacity of. well a pick- 
up. This adds to its “lifestyle" 
capability, to borrow one of the 
key phrases of the 4x4 
propagandists. 

The cargo area is big enough 
to put four mountain bikes, or a 
couple of jet skis, or there is 
even enough space for snow- 
skiing equipment for a party of 
five. It's just as ideal for a major 
shopping expedition to lkea or 
the local Homebase. 

This is particularly useful in 
DlY-mad Britain. It's also great 
for horsey activities, another 
British eccentricity. A cargo bed 
cover is available to keep out 
fast-fingered felons. 

On the road, the L200 is 


surprisingly refined. It is quieter 
and smoother than the latest, 
much-improved Discovery, and 
feels less truck-like to drive. It is 
also likely to be more reliable. 
The rear bench provides 
comfortable transport for three 
adults, helped by the vehicle's 
substantial width. 

So is this the “Next Big 
Thing" in Britain? Probably not 
Unlike the Yanks, we do not 
harbour a secret desire to be 
cowboys, (instead, we fantasise 
about being country squires, 
which is why the Range Rover is 
so popular.) But if there was any 
sense in the car market - and 
there is not - more people would 
buy an L200 than any other 
large off-roader. 
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Your house may look marvellous in its festive finery, but decorations can spell disaster for prospective sellers- B y Penny Jackson 


Bring 
down the 
holly and 
the ivy 


I f putting up Christmas dec- 
orations rates as one of the 
most enjoyable domestic 
jobs, then taking them down 
comes pretty dose to the 
bottom of the ratings list So 
pity the London fiat owner who had 
to remove all evidence of her sea- 
sonal labours a day after she had 
completed her handiwork. 

“A new dient called to say that her 
South Kensington property was 
beautifully decorated and ready for 
the photographer” says Rebecca 
Read, of the estates agents Chxttons 
Daniel Smith. “1 had visions of pris- 
tine paintwork and immaculate 
walls, but instead we walked into a 
Chris tmas-card scene. It had obvi- 
ously taken hours to create. We 
then had to break it to the owner that 
everything had to come down." 

A key objective of all property 
photographers is to produce as 
unseasonal a picture as posable. An- 
other is to avoid clutter Read says: 
“There were garlands and crackers, 
cards and candles. All the presents 
had been wrapped and beautifully 
laid out It took an hour to move just 
the Christmas tree, which was huge. 

“The owner couldn’t see the prob- 
lem and thought she had done a 
marvellous job. We had to explain 
how inappropriate it would look in 


a brochure by the second week of 
January, let alone the spring.” 

It is not unusual to find Read in 
a client’s bare winter garden with 
ar m fills of silk flowers. “We dot 
them round so that buyers have an 
idea of what h. looks like in the sum- 
mer \5>u have to be careful not to use 
anything exotic.” 

Her vast bag of fiowms comes into 
its own for the interior shots. The 
real thing, though, can be a trap for 
the unwary. Jfainsettias and Christ- 
mas cactii in full flower should be 
b anis hed from the room if a photo- 
grapher is en route. And as for the 
hosts of golden daffodils that sellers 
long to share with each prospective 
buyer; they are banned from the 
sights of every camera. No one in 
September can pass off a house sur- 
rounded by dancing daffodils as a 
recent arrival on the market 

Just about everything we seize on 
to photograph for the family album 
- three feet of snow on the lawn, the 
old cherry tree in blossom and 
mantlepieces weighed down under 
boDy branches and fir cones - are 
the last pictures that any selling 
agent wants to see in the particulars. 

“You have to listen to what clients 
say because they are paying for 
photography, but they are also pay- 
ing for your advice. Ear too many 



AD dressed up: seasonal decorations - such as these adorning a house in Dundee - can hinder tike sale of a home 


things become distractions and you 
have to say if a house is over- 
dressed. The interiors should appear 
as large and inviting as possible,” 
says Edward Rook, from the coun- 
try house department of Knight 
Frank. This could well mean turning 
on the lamps, opening the curtains 
and the fires blazing all at once. 

Unless a buyer has an obsession 
with Christmas, festive decorations 
are not going to clinch a sale. Yet 
most people feel their homes look 
most inviting at this time of year. 
“There is always a chance of doing 
a deal on Christmas Eve or between 


Christmas and the New Year;” says 
Rook. “IhstefuUy placed holly and a 
lovely tree can add warmth and at- 
mosphere, but the same cannot be 
said if rooms are decked out with 
streamers and paper chains made 
by four-year-olds.” 

Knight Prank issues advice to its 
photographers with tips which in- 
clude lawns mown in stripes, stable 
doors left open, the gravel raked and 
tables laid for a meal. Chris Wood, 
a property and interiors photogra- 
pher who helped dismantle the dec- 
orafians in the South Kensington flat, 
is used to rearranging people’s 


homes. “I draw the tine at washing 
up the dirty plates, though.” 

ThecrudalartofmaMngarocan 
look as large as possible is not 
helped by the current trend for 
beige. “If you have a pale carpet, 
walls, railing and furniture, it an 
blends into an rn rhstingyrishahl ft 
whole,” says Wood “A rug, a vase of 
flowers or cushions are enough to 
break it up. Yellow always works well 
in pictures while black always looks 
terrible even if it has a Eancy finish." 

Wood tries to pot himself in the 
shoes of whoever opens the bro- 
chure. This often means turning a 


deaf ear to the seller's suggestions. 
“Even if you can stand with your 
back in the oven and see 60ft to the 
end of the drawing room, I have to 
by to explam that it wffl make a ter- 
rible picture.” 

Vendors can pay upto several 
thousand pounds fora brochure and 
their opinio ns cannot be dismissed 
out of hand “The debate with clients 
about which photographs to use 
can go on fin* hours,” says Richard 
Geyneq from the country depart- 
ment of FPD Savills. “They often fix 
on aerial shots or they want the 
house to be seen from different an- 


Fbtopress 

gles, whereas we want to show just 
enough to encourage buyers to 
jump in the car. In the country the 
sifting is the most important issue.” 

Gayner tells a story that will 
warm the heart of anyone desper- 
ately trying to keep a large house in 
viewing order. “A wealthy family 
arranged to meet an agent at a 
country house, only to tell him on 
their arrival that they didn't want to 
go in. When be asked why not he was 

told that it might put them off buy- 
ing it” Just what those of us who 
wouldn't dare let a photographer 
loose in the house like to hear 


CLASSIFIED 




House & Home 


We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See your Solas and Chairs being made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofa or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to us. 
Made to Measure 

Vhst choice of fabrics. All leading Brand names. Sandersons, Monkwelf. 
Osborne and Little, Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Upholstery 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 

Certainly! 


We will beat' any other price of a comparable quality 


Call the FACTORY SHOP at Poetstyle Ltd. 
Unit 1 Bayford Street, Mare SL. 
Hackney; London E8 3SE (Nr Well St.) 
Tfel: 0181 533 0915 3 lines Fax: 0181 985 2953 


Cars for Sale 


TAX FREE 
CARE 



SUSSEX IMPORTS LIMITED 

Save up to 30% on your T Reg. car 

We are now taking orders for New right-hand drive 
vehicles for March 1" (‘T REG.) delivery 


• Order to your specification 
* Save even more with oar 
Unique self import guide. Visit our web site 
for a full Tour of services including 
many vehicles available for 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 




SUSSEX IMPORTS LTD. 

Web site: www.sussex-imports-co.uk 
Tel: 01 424 218 084 
Fax: 01 424 218 085 


SAAB SAVINGS 



THIS NEWSPAPER AMD YOU 

If you have a complaint about an item in this 
newspaper which concerns inaccuracy, intrusion, 
harassment or discrimination, 
write to the editor about it. 


R REG SAAB 9-5 2.0 ECO 

£16.995.00 

LIMITED NUMBER OF PRIVATELY OWNED VEHICLES 
AVAILABLE UNDER 10.000 MILES 


=TeI: 01444 245577 


If you're still dissatisfied you can write to the 
~ mmissktn, 


To advertise in this 
section please call the 
Classified Team 
on 0171 293 2347. 


you i 

Press Complaints Com 
an independent organisation established to uphold 
an editorial Code of Practice for the Press. 

THIS NEWSPAPER ABIDES BY THE PCC’e DECISIONS 




I SALISBURY SQUARE LONDON EC4Y 8AE 
Telephone 0171 353 1248 FaenimleOITl 353 £555 
Thb j pace hat betn donated by the puhhther 


iCONlKX CFRONT &9DEARBAG& 

: ALARM. &BAWNCE Of SAAB 

WARRANT 

f EXCHANGE WELCOME DttWEES THOUSANDS ON 
1998 MODUS. NEWCOSL 

ictfBfflmaE 

morgqn pembridge 

EXECUTIVE CAR SPECIALJSI5 
CHILWORTH ROUNDABOUT, SOUTHAMPTON 
TEL- 01 703 292999 FAX: 01 703 769825 

30 SAAffS ALWAYS IN STOCK - PLEASE RING US 
WITH YOUR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS. 


Day the developers 
met their match 

In the Eighties, Bow Quarter was conceived as a fun 
place for young people. Now; the recession over, these 



loft-dwellers are thriving again. By Robert Liebman 


THIS VILLAGE shop has the usual staples plus 
a special range of food and videos designed to 
appeal to the locals. Gnat's piss wine. Tarragon 
and lime mayonnaise. Own-brand hand-made 
fudge. I blush to tell you the names of the videos, 
but Sheldon does San Francisco would capture 
their essence. 

The village which this particular shop caters 
for is Bow Quarter; the residential conversion 
on the site of the Bryant & May matchs tick fac- 
tory in Bow, east London. 

The original factory buildings occupy a por- 
tion of the seven-acre site, and a few years ago 
Bailymore buOt an additional 170 flats on adja- 
cent land within the estate, providing a total of 
700 flats, in seven blocks, and 18 town houses. 

In July the shop invited all residents to a 
champagne reception to celebrate its sixth 
birthday. Bow Quarter itself is 10 years old, a 
mixed community which has managed to sur- 
vive several near-death experiences. 

In the late Eighties, the developer Kentish 
Homes bad a great idea: bring New Yorfc-style 
loft and factory living to London in a historic- 
ally and architecturally distinct building in an 
affordable part of town. However; following the 
recession, Kentish Homes went belly up with 
debts of more than £ 20 m. 

In came the receivers, mostly in the form of 
KPMG’s Roger Oldfield. “When I arrived, Bow 
Quarter was a building site, and about 100 people 
had exchanged contracts. They wanted out, and 
they claimed that the brochure had deceived 
them. But the brochure didn't contain archi- 
tectural drawings. They hadn't bought off-plan. 
They bought off an artist’s lifestyle drawings." 

The brochure depicted an o u tdoor swimming- 
pool and an ice rink, but Oldfield notes that this 
was artistic licence, not elements of a contract 
“Rumours spread that we were going to put 
a prison and a hospital on the grounds,” s^ys Old- 
field. “The tenants formed the Bow Quarter 
Action Group and, to avoid having to complete, 
they fought to [make] the project foil We pro- 
duced our own brochure. We upgraded to put in 
a pool and gym.” 

The case reached the High Court which de- 
ddedin the receiver's favour The flats were buflt 
In one section of the factory and under a new 
developer; London Buildings, the remaining flats 
were constructed and sold. 

Three show-flats in three distinct styles were 
created, including Andrew Logan's upside- 
down ceiling sculpture iff a naked couple frol- 
icking on Astroturf. Marketing of the Bow 
Quarter was similar ly inventive. The marketing 
guru George Koriowski’s London Underground 
advertising campaign included more nudity 
and a promise of subsidised mortgages. 

The Astroturf gimmick attracted press at- 
tention, and the allure of free money promised 
by the Tube cards hooked the architect Martin 
Crowley: “I got nearly ten grand in subsidy," 
he recalls. “I was nearly 60, but I was a first- 
time buyer” For Crowley the subsidy made 


& 


Bryant & May’s old match factory was 
converted into residential flats 

the difference between buying and just looking. 

The basic residential unit in the Bryant & May #' 
buildings is long, narrow and talL The architect ’*■ 
Oliver Richards, who had been with the project 
fora short time at the beginning and was brought 
back in by London Buildings, designed the re- 
maining flats to be open-plan, spread across two 

and three units. 

Martin Crowley's flat is on the top floor and, 
like all fifth-floor flats, is triple height, with a bal- 
cony. “It is a real co mmuni ty," he says. “It is se- 
cure, and we live according to rules. Although 
I had six years of negative equity, I've been here 
ever since, and I’m going out feet first" 

Some residents live, love and leave. Roger 
Black is a former architect and project manager 
who worked on as well as lived in Bow Quarter 
for five years. “Our apartment was designed for 
jraung people. It had a young atmosphere about 
it. It became tiresome. It was also a bit far out & 
of town for us. We are now in Bloomsbury.” T 
Mr Ktalowski similarly notes the youthfulness 
of the place. “Properties are not expensive. You 
are not just paying for a roof over your head; part 
of the attraction is its almost college campusat- 
mosphere. Bow Quarter is great for people who 

KS 5 fflKSaKF " l00ldng 

closer to £135.000. Many tenants are renters 
Bow Quarter has a swimming-pool and a fit- 

cunty lodge and communal satellite TV and 
SfvS? The ori 8 inal buildings are list- 

R^n?l L v?l! eS L ,d 1 ents Mflectivetyown 
the * vel <W“« 1 tfortottiSoK maMgeS 

As it is, if s a major success story. 
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hot Spot 

the north pole 


Des res includes on-site 
parking for eight reindeer 
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EVERY' YULETIDE, one of the coldest 
regions on earth is a hot spot - the 
North Pole. Only one property exists 
rS'jjV. 1 at the Pole itself! and although it is Ear 
from lavish, it is a large and interest- 
ing piece of real estate which, should 
U ever come on to the market, is sure 
to attract considerable interest. 

The occupier is an elderly man who 
would seem ripe for joining the bun- 
galow brigade. Managing director of 
his own global delivery firm, he is cor- 
pulent well into the red zone, and his 
job is physically punishing, even 
though he works only one day a year. 
He nevertheless seems determined to 
see his lease out even though it still 
has about 550 years to run. 

The property itself contains -in es- 
tate agent terminology, comprises - a 
massive workshop, ample staff ac- 
commodation and on-site parking for 
a minimum of eight reindeer. 

: The lease contains a highly unusual 

restrictive covenant These covenants 
generally prohibit work altogether or 
strictly limit the kind ofwork that may 
take place in a property, but these 
^ premises must be used as a workshop 
* producing children’s toys. This high- 
ly unusual covenant is the notorious 
sanity clause. 

Several countries claim the prop- 

— . erty. The Arche Circle includes parts 

of America (Alaska division), Canada. 
Greenland. Finland, and Russia. 

_ _ Santa's familiar red and white are 

— : the national colours of Canada. Dan- 

1 s ish children address their letters to the 
“Julemanden" in Greenland, and 
receive replies. 

In fact Santa replies to children 
from many countries. Eija Tikka, 

• ¥ press counsellor at the Finnish Em- 

bassy. says: “These other countries 
don’t have reindeer; and our Santa 
post office receives 700,000 letters a 

. year, so Finland has clearly won 

that competition.’’ 

Try telling that to the Canadians. 

Lynne Boyer of Canada’s Office of 



There’s no place like it for a guaranteed white Christmas - the problem is persuading Santa to sell 


World Pictures 


Strategic Communications Planning, 
notes: “The North Pole is on Canadi- 
an territory, so Santa is. technically, a 
C anadian citizen.” 

In Finnish Lapland, Mr Claus main- 
tains an office, complete with Web serv- 
er and Internet address, at Napapiiri, 
near Rovanieral and he makes daily 
appearances in nearby Korvatunturi. 
This part of Finland has abundant ice 
and snow but is hardly the most 
northerly of Finnish towns and villages 
and, for nearness to the North Pole, 
might as well be in Ecuador. 

Canada’s northern territories are 
also closer to the Pole and contain a 
huge swathe of government-owned 
land ideal for squatters. The Canadi- 
an High Commissioner has revealed. 


almost exclusively to The Indepen- 
dent instructions for building an igloo 
based on Inuit building practices. 

For starters, says the helpful in- 
formation sheet you need plenty of 
snow and, rail officials in Britain will 
be heartened to learn, preferably 
the right type of snow - crunchy 
and hard-packed. 

The blocks are laid down in a spi- 
ral shape, and the entire structure's 
strength depends on the placement of 
the final block at the tip. Large fami- 
lies can be accommodated in several 
igloos connected by passageways. 

Crucially, “the best location is be- 
side a gently sloping hill." Even for 
igloos, location is everything. 

ROBERT LlEBMAN 


LOWDOWN 


Transport: The world’s most 
northerly railway line is at Ny 
Alesund. Norway. Otherwise, 
transport goes to the dogs. 
South-facing gardens? At the 
North Pole, they all are. 

Council tax: Fbr 1998/1999, 
Band A: Frankincense. Band H: 
Myrrh. 

“No, it’s not my vanity 
number plate”: The correct 
postal code for Father 
Christmas in the United 
Kingdom is SANTA1, and in 


Canada it is HOH HOH. His 
Finnish website address is 
http://www.santadausoffice.fi 
Furs R Us: Shopping options 
are limited. When winter arrives 
there is not much to do except 
wait six months for summer 
and daylight to return. 
Otherwise, the Arctic has 
waterfalls, geysers, sulphur; 
mud and mineral pools, dog- 
sledge races and the Northern 
Lights. Rovaniemi is a winter- 
sports resort 


THREE TO VIEW 

with Two bedrooms 




THE GRAIN Store is part of a development of an old 
village farm in Acol near Birch iugton in Kent. 

At the entrance to the former farmyard, the 
Grade H. weather-boarded grain store has been 
converted into a two-bedroom home that has bags 
of character. 

It has a 19ft 5in sitting room with vaulted ceiling, 
stripped wooden floor and period-style radiators. 

The kitchen is irregularly shaped, fitted with modem 
units, and has a built-in oven and hob and a wooden 
floor. There will be parking for two cars. The 
asking price is £85,000 through GW Finn & Sons 
101304 612147). 



THIS OLD terraced cottage, called Starboard, is just 
yards from the tidal waters of Stonehouse Pool, near 
Plymouth, and is thought to have been built as 
servants’ quarters for a big estate in 1798. It later 
became a sailmaker's premises. Now 3 two-bedroom 
home, it has a sitting room, dining room and 24ft 
kitchen on the ground floor, with a further sitting 
room on the first floor, with views over the water. 

The main bedroom on the second floor has a high 
ceiling with exposed roof trusses. Outside there's a 
rear walled garden and a garage. £93,000 through 
Punch & Roche <01752 267477). 

SHIPWRIGHTS 
COTTAGE in Sal combe, 
south Devon, is the 
kind of cottage you 
dream about when 
stuck in the city on a 
dreary winter's day. 

The renovated, eariy- 
19th-century. three- 
storey house has views 
across the estuary and 
the beaches, and is 
almost in front of the 
starting line for dinghy 
racing. The white- 
painted cottage has a 
bedsitting room on the 
ground floor, with window seat and storage under, 
and a recessed wardrobe. On the first floor, there’s a 
lift 9in sitting room with views over the water, stone 
fireplace and exposed ceiling beams. The second 
bedroom Is on the second floor along with en suite 
shower rooms. Offers over £175.000 to Marehand Petit 
(01548 844473). 

Rosalind Russell 









Stepping stones 

a writer’s Property Story 



CHILDREN’S WRITER 
Loma Read has bought 
seven properties since 
1979. Fbr her first 
purchase, Loma plumped 
for a first-floor flat 
opposite a pickle factory in 
Ealing which cost £16,000. 

Loma soon found her 
patience stretched by a 
barman neighbour who 
“played bongo drums until 
dawn”. In 1983, she sold 
for £24.000 and moved on 
to a two-up, two-down in 
west Ealing for £35,000. 

Three years later, after 
“a broken live-in romance 
and daily hell beneath 
Concorde's flight path” 
Loma sold for £59.000 and, 
for the same price, bought 
a one-bedroom flat in 
Belsize Park. Within days 
it was back on the market: 
“I found myself living 
beneath ‘the elephants’." 

A year later Loma sold 
for £75,000 and bought a 
tiny one-bed attic flat in 
Hampstead. Here she 
“churned out several 
novels" in three years. 

The Northern Line at 
the bottom of the garden 
proved a disruption, 
though, and in 1990 she 
sold for £94,000, moving up 
to a brand new house in a 
cul-de-sac in Crouch End 
for £160,000. Unruly 
neighbours made her 
regret this purchase and a 
year later she sold for 
£140.00. moving the next 


year to a £118,000 
maisonette with roof 
terrace in Dartmouth Park 
Five years later Loma 
made what she describes 
as her second big mistake: 
“Td passed 50 and yearned 
for a detached suburban 
house.” She paid £165,000 
for a property in Uxbridge 
but just two weeks later 
Loraa’s dream turned into 
a nightmare of “boredom 
and hellish late night 
journeys home from 
London". 

Last September she 
sold for £168,000, sind is 
currently looking for a 
house in north London. 
GlNETTA VEDRICKAS 

THOSE MOVES 
IN BRIEF 

1979 - bought Ealing flat 
for £16,000, sold for 
£24,000. 

1983 - bought Ealing 
cottage for £35,000. sold 
for £59.000. 

1986 - bought Belsize 
Park fiat for £59.000 sold 
for £75,000. 

1987 - bought Hampstead 
attic for £75,000, sold for 
£94,00. 

1990 - bought Crouch end 
house for £160,000, sold for 
£140,00 in 1991. 

1992 - bought Dartmouth 
Park flat for £118,000, sold 
for £215,000. 

1997 - bought Uxbridge 
detached for £165.000. sold 
for £168,000 later that year 


Bedroom, bathroom, wine store - a cellar can add a whole new room to your life. By Gwenda Joyce-Bropfay 


It’s dark, underground 
- and would like to 
enter your home 


WHEN STUART Jones, an estate agent 
with Westminster Properties, recently 
inspected a cellar in a north-west Lon- 
don property, he expected to find the 
all-too common dark, dank, rubbish- 
strewn area. Instead, he discovered 
a fully-equipped, hi-tech studio - the 
owner was a member of a band who 
had put the cellar to productive use. 

Stephen Elliot of the Basement 
Development Group <BDG), would be 
impressed. The organisation pro- 
motes the use and development of the 
underutilised space below ground. “At 
the very least a cellar is a great stor- 
age resource,” he says, “particularly 
in these minimalist times." 

Resourceful cellar owners have 
been turning their cellar into a den, 
or an extra bedroom for guests. “We 
have seen quite a few examples of cel- 
lars being used in this way," says Nick 
Goble of the estate agents Winkworths 
in Battersea. It is. unsurprisingly, 
more common in one-bedroom flats, 
where extra space is at a premium. 
“In many cases though, the owners 
have not tanked the cellar property." 

Tanking is the process whereby the 
cellar is made watertight “If the cel- 
lar is to provide living space, then you 
certainly need to protect it from pen- 
etrating dampness and mould 
growth,” says Mr Elliot. “Even if you 
are just using it for storage, you don’t 
want your stuff going mouldy.” He 
advises consulting a surveyor to 
check for signs of damp, “and if you 
decide to go ahead with any work, use 
a builder who has sound experience 
in cellar work - contact the Federa- 
tion of Master Builders for names." 


Chris Evans, a development con- 
trol manager at Bromley Borough 
Council, advises writing to your local 
authority with any plans early on. par- 
ticularly if there is likely to be any 
structural change -a term which can 
cover merely installing a window. 
“Any work will need to comply with 
building regulations," be say s. 

The BDG produces several docu- 
ments aimed at builders or rehabili- 
tation specialists, which give advice 
and specifications for the basic 
through to what Mr Elliot terms 
“pukka" conversions. “You can intro- 


Ironically, some cellars 
are too warm to store 
wine. Not to worry. 
Norcool will convert it 
into a huge fridge 


duce internal waterproofing, or 
incorporate additional ventilation 
and/or dehumidification,” he says. 

Howevec Mr Elliot warns of getting 
carried away: “You need to consider 
carefully the practicality of any work 
you da as well as the cost Finding out 
whether improvements in thermal 
performance or habitability, for 
example, can be achieved within your 
budget, is crucial”. 

While the word “cellar" is one that 
makes the eyes of many a buyer light 
up, it should not make pound signs 


flash. “We have had several proper- 
ties where the cellar has been made 
into a bathroom," says Lisa Keating 
of Bush ells estate agents in Clapham. 
However, taking into account the 
costs of tanking, tiling eta, there is 
dearty no large profit involved, putting 
around £5.000 on the price of a £120,000 
flat Nick Goble of Winkworths is cau- 
tious about such usage. “Downstairs 
bathrooms are not popular;" he says, 
“and you have the difficulty of ensur- 
ing adequate ventilation in a cellar." 

For many people, however, it is the 
opportunity of having a “real" wine cel- 
lar that lies in theiryearning fora cel- 
lar “When I bought this fiat, I had 
looted at several properties, but it was 
the cellar that clinched the decision 
to buy it," says Nicholas Richards who 
lives in east London. “I love having a 
wine collection maturing in the ceL'ar 
“Wine cellar" has a certain social ca- 
chet about it, and a well maintained 
one may impress future buyers. 

“One of the most impressive cellars 
I have seen was a wine cellar in a Vic- 
torian two -bedroom flat in Brondes- 
bury," recalls Westminster's Stuart 
Jones. “The owners were serious 
wine lovers, so they knew all about 
temperature, light, and humidity con- 
trol - and having no strong smells 
nearby. Usually I am tripping over half- 
used cans of paint and other chemi- 
cals in cellars, but this one was in 
pristine condition." 

Ironically, given their damp image, 
some cellars can. perversely, be too 
dry and warm for keeping wine. One 
organisation, Norcool produce door 
kits and refrigeration units that will 



The converted cellar can be put to all sorts of uses 


maintain a constant appropriate tem- 
perature within your existing cellar, 
“although you need to insulate the cel- 
lar". sal’s Norcool’s Christine Martin. 
“We can do this, or provide the nec- 
essary information for people to carry 
out the wort themselves”. 

Even those in upper-floor centrally 
heated apartments, need no longer be 
deprived of the joys of a cellar. Nor- 
cool will install a cooL moist “cellar" 
fbr storing and maturing wines almost 
anywhere in your property. 

But will turning your spare bed- 
room into a giant fridge mean you are 
subjected to loud humming that keeps 
you awake at night? Apparently not 
“The cooling unit has been designed 


to be low-noise”, says Ms Martin. 

And if a future buyer doesn’t share 
your enthusiasm for your “upstairs 
cellar”, you can remove the units mid 
doors and take them with you. 

Basement Waterproofing Design 
Guide, co-sponsored by the British 
Cement Association and the British 
structural Waterproofing Associa- 
tion, is available from the Basement 
Development Group. 01344 762676; 
Federation of Master Builders. 0171- 
242 7583: Norcool Appliances Ltd, 
01302 75J223. Door kits cost £250-500, 
and refrigeration units around 
El £00: Winkworths estate agents. 
0171-228 9265 
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Personal Finance 


Bargain Hunter 



PROPERTY OF THE WEEK 

Home brew 

IF THIS former brewer’s cottage was in London, it would 
cost at least twice as much as its asking price of £135,000. 
However; tbe late-lTth-century house is in Famham, Surrey 
in a conservation area near the town centre. 

The cottage has been modernised but retains the orig- 
inal oak doors, open fireplace and old beams. It has a 16ft 
Bin sitting-room, with fitted cupboards either side of the 
brick fireplace and a stable door to the garden. The 15ft 
8in kitchen/breakfast room has a modem quarry-tiled float; 
pine-fronted units and windows to three sides. There is a 
40ft, private, south-facing garden, but there is also a right 
of way over a side footpath for the people who live in the 
adjoining cottage. Details from Keats (01252 718018). 

ROSALIND RUSSELL 

CAR OF THE WEEK 

Less fs Morgan 

IT'S CHRISTMAS, so go on, treat yourself to something 
uncomfortable, old-fashioned - and rather wonderful 
There is no ^ane reason for buying a Morgan, but plenty 
of emotional ones for investing in this 1930s throwback. 
It is hand -built - actually fussed aver by craftsman’s hands 
- and its rock-hard suspension and minimal wet-weather 
protection refuse to pamper driver and passenger. Tb get 
a new one means waiting until Christmas 2005, so it’s ad- 
visable to bRy a used one. Bridge Garage (01702 296109), 
in Essex, has a 9,000-mDe model, finished in seasonal white 
and marked down from £21,995 to £19,995 - about what the 
first owner paid for it in 1994. 

JAMES RUPPERT 

DEAL OF THE WEEK 

The mortgage for non -cabinet members 

FINDING A cheap mortgage is not always easy. So here’s 
my top tip for the Christinas break: get in touch with 
Geoffrey Robinson. 

Home loans from Mr Robinson have in the past been 
set at bank base rates, a far more favourable charge than 
that operated by any mortgage lender The only drawback 
is that you must be a Labour MP to qualify. 

If you are not one of the lucky MPs, here’s an alterna- 
tive Christinas mortgage cracker Market Harborough 
Building Society is launching a five-year fixed-rate deal, 
pegged at 5.75 per cent Redemption penalties apply only 
in the fixed period. Some compulsory insurances are 
needed, but in the case of accident, sickness and unem- 
ployment cover it is - at £1.50 per £100 of monthly mort- 
gage repayments - one of the cheapest in the market 
Market Harborough also offers a two-year fix at 499 per 
cent. It may not be good enough for Peter Mandelson, but 
it will have to do for the rest of us. Call 01858 463244. 

NIC CICUTTI 
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The All-Share 
Tracking PEP that has 
performed the besP 


INVEST 

NOW 

to make tbe most 
of your final year's 
PEP allowance 
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A glance ai che table will show you 
how the Legal A General All-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP has out-performed 
ail its major All-Share Index-Tracking 
competitors since its launch. 

Il follows the FTSE All-Share Index. 

This Index reflects the performance of 
the entire siockmarker. so it reduces the 
risk of being over-exposed to shares 
which under-perform and lessen your 
return. In fact, a lump sum of .£6.000 
invested in this PEP at launch would 
now be worth compared to just 

.t‘i,366r in the average UK Growth & 
Income Trust. 

Willi no initial charges on lump sum 
investments, more of your money is 
invested at the outset for maximum 
growth potential, there are no 
withdrawal fees and with an annual 
management charge of 0.5 a, o - the value 
for money is outstanding. 

So make the most of today’s 
opportunities. For further details 
(including information on our monthly 
saving option) call now. 



NO initial charges on lump sum investments 

NO witbdratval fee 

0.5% annual management charge 


I /sit our u eb site at n ir u .LandG.com 
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DECEMBER B a strange 

month in tbe City. Traders 

are more concerned with 
Christmas parties than 
stock positions, while 
investment managers 
te»fte the opportunity to 

carry out some year^end 

window dressing. 

Given that most 
institutional funds enjoy a 
positive cashflow, this 
usually involves 
c ommitt ing uninvested 
cash to stocks - hence 
December generally 
means a positive 
performance in stock 
mar ket terms. The Santa 

effect is just weight of 

money - goodwill does not 
even feature. 

Some years have been 
quite remarkably active 
for what is otherwise a 
holiday period. In 1969, 
the Australian mining 
market received a fillip 
from speculation over 
potential winners in the 
platinu m stakes. TWO 
stocks actively traded an 
Christmas Eve reached 
heights not subsequently 
regained, causing a few 
lost fortunes. So intense 
was the trading that I was 
late for my celebratory 
Christinas lunch. 

1998 has been much 
quieter. Part of the reason 
is the euro - due in just a 
week's time. Trading in 
European issues - both 
bond and equity - had 
pretty much evaporated 
mid-December It seems 
no one wished to get 
caught out by settlement 
problems once the new 
currency was in place. 

The euro effect is 
unquantifiable. Business 
and commerce well know 
that the relationship 
between the dollar and 
the euro will be all 
important in the new year. 
Maike DO mistake, the 
euro uriH be an important 
currency. Europe is 
arguably tiie biggest 
trading bloc in the world, 
with considerable ground 
to make up as it chases its 
transatlantic rival 

This makes the 
assumption, of course, 
that you treat the EU - or 
that part of it embracing 
the euro - as a single 
trading nation. While not 
strictly true, there is little 
doubt that many analysts 
are taking this view. If this 
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In the end, staying 
outside the singte 
European currency 
may not be an option 

is the right way to look at 
Europe, then we can 
expect dramatic changes 
in the years to come. 

For example, 25 per 
cent of Americans own 
mobile phones, compared 
with 13 per cent of 
Germans and around 15 
percent in France. 
Sweden has a massive 37 
per cent penetration of its 
population. 

Hie difference in PC 
penetration is even 

greater There are 35 PCs 

for every 100 people in the 

US, while the German 
fi gur e is less than half and 
the French lower stilL The 
Italians, who have a high 
level of interest in 
communicati on technology, 
strangely barely feature. 

The same is true of the 
Stockmarket Britain has 
tbe most developed equity 
market in Europe but will 
not be in the euro. The 
amount of progress that 
could be made in the rest 
of euroland is staggering. 

Of one thing you can be 
sure; this time next year it 
will all look very different 
If the euro works - not 
guaranteed - expect UK 
companies to start listing 
shares in euros and 
sterling. A successful 
introduction of the 
currency will also 
inevitabfy hasten the 
merger of European stock 
exchanges. In the end. 
staying outside the single 
European currency may 
not be an option. 

Brian Tbra is chairman 
efthe Greig MiddLetim 
investment strategy 
committee 
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All present and correct 
for Christmas refunds 

The toy is broken, the cardigan doesn’t fit, and the perfume smells 
awful - but getting your money back could be tricky. By Teresa Hunter 


BOXING DAY was once the highlight of the 
season’s festivities, when employers 
distributed Christinas “boxes” to devoted 
employees and servants. However, in 
modern Britain it is the day when reality 
somewhat belatedly sinks in. 

It hits us like a hangover; the orgy of 
spending in which we squandered billions 
of pounds on overpriced presents that no 
one wanted. And so back to the shops, 
where the pre-turkey smiles of helpful sales 
assistants have been replaced by the 
churlish frowns of the jobsworths. 

And where the queue itself doesn't 
defeat you, the law conspires with retailers 
to make it as difficult as possible for you 
to get your money back. 

Where something has turned out to be 
broken, you have an unequivocal right to 
your money back under the Sale of Goods 
Act which promises a foil refund on any 
item “of unsatisfactory quality” or ‘*notfit 
for the purpose”. However, “unsatisfacto- 
ry quality” does not extend to “value for 
money”, which will be a sore point with 
many parents today who have paid a high 
price for a big box with not much inside. 

I scoured several high streets for a 
chocolate-making kit, one of the big sellers 
this season, of which there are a number 
on the market. When I finally found some 
at a large toy chain, the manager told me 
straight that it was “not worth the money”. 

He stopped short of recommending 
that I didn't buy it but did warn that I would 
be paying nearly £20 for a bar of chocolate, 
half a packet of biscuits and a couple of 
moulds. Those who have coughed up on 
si milar ly disappointing packages face a 
hard struggle for compensation. 

Hie Office of Fair Hading says “satis- 
factoiy qualify” can involve very subjective 
judgments. Consumers can only complain 
to their local trading standards office. 
Even where goods are obviously broken, 
shoppers need to act quickly. A foil refund 
is man datory only where the goods have 
not been legally accepted”, which means 
that they must be returned to the store at 
the earliest opportunity. 

Don’t be fobbed off with the offer of a 
repair; a credit note or aretum of tbe goods 
to the manufactures Year contract was with 
the retailer; and you are owed a foil cash 



Getting a refund might cause more 
pain than actually wearing them SDR 

refund, if that is what you want 

Aside from faulty goods, your statutory 
rights for an exchange or refund are more 
limited. In fact they are zilch. Under the 
law, if you don’t like the colour or an item 
doesn’t fit you, that’s tough. 

Howevei; most of our major retailers will 

offer some form of exchange, provided you 
have a receipt But their refund policies are 


The shop manager himself 
warned me that the kit 
was not worth the money 


complex, and some items, such as cos- 
metics, underwear and swimwear, are 
never accepted back. 

Dixons, which owns Currys, PC World 
and The Link, will not offer any thing at all 
withoutareceipt. Even with one, you must 
return an item within seven days or it’s 
yours for life, except for mobile phones. 


which can be returned after 14 days. 
Headphones, software, pre-recorded 
videos, tapes and CDs must be sealed. 

The Kingfisher group has different 
rules for all its stores. B&Q will give you 
your money back or exchange only with a 
receipt and within 28 days of purchase. 
Without a receipt you are on your own. 

Woolworths, also part of the Kingfisher 
group, will offer an exchange or gift vouch- 

ers without a receipt, but warns that it may ® 

refer faulty products to the supplier to 
establish the fault Fbrget that; you are 
owed a full refandL 

Superdrug is alone among cosmetic re- 
tailers, in that it will offer a no-quibble 
promise to refund the purchase price on 
health and beauty products even without 
a receipt But this extends only to Super- 
drug branded products. Refunds and 
exchanges are given on other brands only 
with a receipt 

At MVC, also wi thin the Kingfisher 
group, it is all much more civilised Every 
purchase is computerised, so the store 
itself knows what was bought and where. 
This means that foil refunds are av ailab le, 
“respective of receipts. 

John Lewis, Boots and Marks & f : 
b £; ncer ^ operate a s imilar policy of 
offering cash refunds with a receipt and 
either an exchange or vouchers without 
prwided the item is in tip-top condition. 

But what happens when you don’t know 
the pnee? in some stores it’s simply 
because they re-barcode the label every 
time the pnee changes. 

& s P encei ^ one of the 
fewstores with no time limit on exchanges 

hnI^? dS ’ S3 ^ S thatit on customers' 

honesty on price. 

bought and that is the price they get If 
tens us it was a OiristSJ pre- 
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£?„ f Wee m the sale for more 
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Despite dire prediddons from the likes of George Soros, fears of another Thirties -style Depression have so far proved unfounded 

Stock markets will get a 
reality check, but when? 


SO were you dreaming of 
an Internet Christmas? 

The hype from the United 
States Haims more 
Spending on Chris tmas 
presents this festive season 
by Americans over the 
Internet than across shop 
counters. That I find 
difficult to believe. But 
believe this: 1998 has been 
the year that the Internet 
came of age. 

In January, the first ever 
online mortgage offer was 
launched by the broker. 
Paragon Mortgages. 
Internet Insurance policies 
became commonplace, with 
more than a dozen sites 
offering travel insurance 
policies and a handful 
providing motor and 
household insurance. 

Electronic banking has 
taken off after much hype 
over the past 12 months. 
Barclays Bank has an off- 
Web operation, its own PC 
banking intranet, while the 
UK pioneer of Web-based 
banking, the Nationwide 
Building Society, offered 
itself as an Internet service 
provider as well. 

Royal Bank of Scotland, 


Internet 

Investor 

ROBIN 

AMLOT 


Citibank, Co-operative 
Bank, the Prudential, 
Norwich & Peterborough 
Building Society and 
Lloyds all made significant 
moves on the Net. The net 
result of all this activity, if 
you like, is that around half 
a million of us now use the 
Internet or an intranet to 
manage our money. 

Investing in shares via 
the Internet lags - at least 
in the UK where our 
savings culture is not so 
directly focused od the 
equity market as in the US. 


There, stockbroker Charles 
Schwab says its Internet 
dealings hit a record of 
121.000 trades in a day in 
November. In the UK take- 
up has not been as swift, 
partly because the 
supposed benefits of Web 
trading - significantly 
lower costs - have yet to be 
passed on to individual 
customers. Nevertheless, a 
significant development of 
direct electronic trading 
occurred when Charles 
Schwab completed the first 
deal with a frilly automated 
Web trade going through at 
9.llam on 14 December. 

The new “straight 
through" system allows 
individual investors to buy 
and sell shares via direct 
computer links. Previously, 
all Web -based broking 
services were really just 
glorified e-mail offerings. In 
future, individual investors 
will be able to execute buy- 
and-sell orders at “best 
price" and place their own 
limi t orders. 

Robin Airdot can be 
reached at 

RobinAmlotia aoLcom 


N ow that the turkey is 
solely under the belt, 
and thoughts are start- 
ing to turn to the 
prospects of the New 
Yean it seems an ap- 
propriate time to ask the question that 
most stock-market followers have been 
asking for some months: can the mar- 
ket in 1999 avoid the serious setback that 
so briefly’, but dramatically, threatened 
^ in the course of late summer 1998? 

As it turns out, rather like 1987, 
when historians come to look back on 
the charts for 1998, the crisis of the sum- 
mer will appear merely as a significant 
blip, not as a serious or endwing dis- 
location. Both the US and UK markets 
look like ending the year showing com- 
fortable gains of around 10-15 per cent, 
just as 1987 ended with the markets 
showing a modest rise, despite the 
great cataclysm in October of that year 
It means that there have now only 
been two years in the last 20 in which 
. shares have not shown a positive total 
return, a quite remarkaWe record of sus- 
tained success by historical standards. 
Just as remarkable has been the con- 
tinued strong performance of gilts, 
which in an era of declining inflation are 
now firmly back in the fold of re- 
spectable mainstream assets. 

Gilts were the strongest performing 
asset class in 1998, just as they were in 
1997 - and in fact have more than 
matched the performance of equities 
over the course of the 1990s, with a string 
-^double-digit total returns. (Who would 
oilve thought a few years ago that we 
would have lived to see the much 
. — — — maligned War Loan selling at 76p in the 

x , HUH#" pound, as it was this week?! 

When it comes to looking forward, 
however; some now all-too-familiar 
doubts keep crowding in. The IMF, in its 
latest forecast out this wee*, specifically 
identified the risk of a stock market cor- 
rection as one of the five most impor- 
tant risks hanging over the world 
economy. I have yet to meet a sensible 
or thoughtful professional investor who 
does not recognise the force of that con- 
cern. Alan Greenspan, the chairman of 
Federal Reserve, has demonstrat- 
. -\Jfcd his remarkable ability to sustain the 
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It will not be surprising if 
1 999 does at last see the 
down year in the US and 
UK stock markets 


confidence of the markets through 
the liquidity crisis of the summer. But 
his balancing act cannot continue 
forever without the risk of another se- 
rious mishap. 

Knowing that the markets are fun- 
damentally overvalued, but worried at 
the same time about avoiding a painful 
collision with reality; Greenspan’s prob- 
lem is that every time be succeeds in 
deflating one crisis, he merely recreates 
the problem that exercised him in the 
first place - which is the risk that an 
overinflated stock market will create a 
consumer boom that can only end in 
tears, just as the property boom of the 
late 1980s did. 

With the world economy having 
slowed dramatically and a spate of prof- 


it warnings from leading US companies 
seemingly having little effect on Wall 
Street, there is every sign that the 
stock market there is indeed entering 
a period of unsustainable divorce from 
reality. A price/eamings ratio of 24 
is making an awful lot of positive 
assumptions about future profits 
performance, which sit very uncom- 
fortably with the trend of earnings 
downgrades. 

Andrew Smi there, the fond man- 
agement consultant, observes that, as 
usual in economics, the issue is not 
whether but when the stock market 
correction takes place. The timing 
cannot be predicted with confidence - 
and it may take some time yet - but that 
it will in due course happen is in- 
evitable. It need not be the end of the 
world, but it could still be quite nasty. 

The dilemma for investors in the 
meantime is what they are to do about 
it only a fool will want to avoid enjoy- 
ing the fruits of the good times while 
they last but at the same time prudence 
suggests it would be unwise to be lulled 
into the feeling that the stock market can 
go on delivering returns of 20 per cent 
a year indefinitely. 

Admittedly, there are some consola- 
tions around. 1 note that George Soros, 
whose public pronouncements I have al- 
ways found to be an invaluable con- 
trarian indicator, has published a book 
warning that global capitalism is in se- 
rious crisis. 

He describes the current bounceback 
in markets as a “false dawn" that could 
be followed by “a profound bear market 
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just as in the 1930s and in Asia cur- 
rently". If he thinks that things are so 
bad. then maybe we are indeed poised 
to live through an economic mirade. The 
Economist, which also tends to be right 
about things, but for too early (it has 
been predicting $10 a barrel of oil since 
around 1985), thinks that the market is 
now so overvalued that it no longer 
makes sense to assume automatically 
that the stock market is still the best 
long-term home for savings - an as- 
sumption that has become an accept- 
ed part of conventional wisdom in the 
US and, to a lesser extent, over here. 

These are all sombre warnings from 
clever people. The foct is, however 
that the great market setback has been 
predicted with great regularity for at 
least three years and has yet to happen. 
Seeing the experts confounded is an en- 
during and innocent source of pleasure. 

ft is clear that most of the gloomy 
market pundits have relied too heavily 
on the assumption that the market will 
in time revert to its traditional valuation 
parameters. They have overlooked the 
powerful specific forces (which indude 
demographics and co-ordinated disin- 
flationary polides) that have helped to 
keep this phase of the bull market 
going for so long. All bull markets, we 
have long been told, must climb a wall 
of worry, and this one has proved its cre- 
dentials in spectacular feshion. 

But it would be a mistake to say “Tb 
hell with the pundits, and let's just go 
with the flow." A couple of months ago 
I asked Barton Biggs, the highly re- 
spected market strategist at Morgan 
Stanley, what he thought would happen 
to the markets following Greenspan’s 
latest interest-rate cut. 

His view was that “the Fbd has pan- 
icked". The market would inevitably 
bounce back strongly till the end of the 
yean he thought, before reality finally set 
in orie last time. I fear that this time he 
may be right Making market forecasts 
is, as I have frequently pointed out, a 
mug's game, but I am going to be brave 
and say that I wiD not be surprised if 1999 
does at last see the down year in the US 
and UK stock markets that so many have 
forecast for so long. It wfll, I hasten to 
add, be a pleasure to be proved wrong. 
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Offer closes 1 1 January 

Jupiter Enhanced Income Investment Trust 

• Ordinary income Shares*. Issued at £1 f with a projected yield 
of 10.3% TAX FREE if held within a PER 

• Zero Dividend Preference Shares. Issued at £1 - entitled to 
155.28p t in five and half years time. 

• Fully PEPable. 

• Managed by William Littlewood, the highly regarded manager 
of the Jupiter Income Trust. 


Don’t let this fund 
pass you by 

Call 0800 210 234 

(Quoting ref; 153} 

for a mini prospectus 
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Jupiter 


Jupiter Asset Management Ltd. 
Jupiter, Bristol BS38 7RG 


'On the planned winding up of tho company, the ordinary Income snares rank tor repayment of capital alter the zero 
dMdend preference chares. There Is no guarantee that me residual net assets of the company after repayment of the 
zero dividend protorwwo shares wffl be sufficient to repay the onflnaty Income shares. The pnvdetennlnod enhHemenl 
of the zero dividend preference shares b not guaranteed. Fun (JetaBs are Get out in the ratal prospectus. 
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Have your savings grown 

by 9.9%‘p.a.? 

Looking to make your money grow? With a Premier Savings Plan, some people have seen their money 
grow by 9.9%* p.a. over the past ten years. By saving for anything from ten to twenty years, you could turn just 
£50 a month into a substantial lump sum. Don’t your savings deserve it? 

For further details call 

0345 6789 10 

Quote reference no. 410DYI 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


wwwsconi&h w I den vsjro.uk 


T , , Society, a mutual company. Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. 'Source: Scottish Widows, returns on 1 July 199S on a regular saving amount of £50 a month from July 1988 to 

man ag* 3 24 for 10 ye ar cash option value of a Premier Savings Plan. Fast performance Is not necessarily a guide to the future, With-profits maturity and surrender values cannot be guaranteed in advice. 
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INDEPENDENT ADVICE FOR THE INDEPENDENT TRAVELLER: 

FROM THE ONLY NATIONAL NEWSPAPER TRAVEL SECTION THAT REFUSES FREE TRIPS 

The insiders’ guide to 1999 

What were the best travel discoveries of 1998, and where should you be going next year? By Caroline Murphy 


E 


F or travellers and the travel in- 
dustry alike, 1998 has proved 
a momentous year. While the 
World Cup disrupted travel in 
our favourite foreign country, 
France, British Airways sold 
two million flights in a weekend at absurdly 
low prices. The travel industry consoli- 
dated, so that much of it is now in the hands 
of a few huge companies, while the small 
specialists extended their tentacles into 
ever more exotic territory. For the sound-' 
est advice from the travel experts, we asked 
intrepid explorers and industzy insiders for 
their best travel discovery of 1998 - and 
their top travel tip for 1999. 

“My favourite place in 1998 was Mato 
Grosso in the Amazon. It's an amazing bit 
of forest, really beautiful - and it still has 
lots of jaguars and turtles. Pbr me what is 
so exciting is that this was where Colonel 
Fawcett disappeared. He was the explor- 
er who set out to look for a city of gold. It 
might even still be there! 

“For 1999 Td recommend going to Mon- 
golia. There’s nowhere in the world that 
is so nomadic, almost half the population 
lives in tents. But not for much longer since 
the country is opening up quickfy Get there 
before the nomads settle down like the rest 
of us." 

Benedict Allen, explorer and author of 
‘ Edge of Blue Heaven' 

“1998 was the year I discovered the roller- 
coaster in a Las Vegas hotel called New 
York New York. Go to the top of the sky- 
scraper and hurtle down for the scariest 
ride of your life. 

“My tip for a great holiday in 1999 is to 
buy your holiday now. Havel agents will be 
trying to breathe some life into the flagging 
retail market by pushing sQQy bargains after 
Christmas.*' 

Jeremy Skidmore editor of -Travel Week- 
ly' newspaper 

“My best travel discovery of 1998 was with- 
out a doubt the Sierra Madre mountains 
in northern Mexico. The canyons are 
staggeringly deep and quite tourist-free. 

“At the Tsodilo Hills in the Botswana 
desert - the sacred site of the bushmen - 
l literally stumbled into a new camp being 
established by a guy called Andy Mac- 
Gregor. It's the perfect place to see in the 
millennium." 

Martin Buckley, traveller and writer 

“1998 for me was the year I could both stand 
and sit in a Chinese bus. I spent three days 
in Chengdu, the capital of Sichuan 
province, using buses extensively. Normally 
I found a comfortable seat and if I did not 
I could still stand without stooping although 
I am 6ft 5in. Prices may have gone up, from 
4p to 7p in the last year but is any traveller 
likely to complain? 

“1999 will be the year of indulgence for 
many travellers. From Moscow to Singa- 
pore. luxury hotels are slashing their 
prices to encourage tourists to take the 
place of the now bankrupt business trav- 
ellers. Airlines, too. are tempting ‘ordinary’ 
tourists up front Recessions are good news 
for travellers - take advantage of them 
whilst they last" 

Neil Taylor , : qf the specialist tour operator 
Regent Holidays 

“My best discovery of 1998 was Thridsh 
Cyprus. It is beautiful and both the people 
and the magnificent sites are untouched 
by the nastier aspects of tourism. The peo- 
ple are wonderfully trusting and all those 
ancient places appear unmanaged 
“My top tip for next year would be to visit 
Canada: in particular, go to Manitouiin Is- 
land on the Great Lakes. North American 
Indians make up one-third of the island's 
present population and the place takes its 
name from one of their great gods. It is the 
world's largest freshwater island and the 
perfect spot for water-based activities - 
what’s more, if you go in eariy August you 





Amathous in Northern Cyprus is untouched by the nastier apsects of tourism 


may catch the annual three-day festival at 
which Indian dancing groups from all 
over Ontario perform." 

Susan Griffith, editor qf'Wbrk Your Way 
Around the World' 

“This year Watchdog put holiday building 
sites firmly on the agenda. Now tour com- 
panies are getting their acts together to let 
holidaymakers know in advance that the 
hotel they booked may be surrounded by 
JCBs, stone-cutters and drills. All the 
tour operators have to do is find those af- 
fected customers equivalent places to 
stay once they've admitted there are 
building works. Therein lies the rub. Some 
tour companies will insist the customer pay 


extra for a better-class hotel or else settle 
for a three-star instead of the (noisy) four- 
star they originally wanted, and indeed, 
booked up to a year in advance. 

“Watchdog's tip for the traveller in 1999 
is don’t lose or have your passport stolen 
between leaving home and boarding the 
plane. Apart for the fact that you won’t get 
on the Sight, one Watchdog viewer found 
out the hard way that her travel insurance 
wouldn't pay back the price of her subse- 
quently cancelled holiday. The way her 
travel insurance is underwritten assumes 
that the passport would be lost or stolen 
abroad and not in the UK" 

Helen OTldhiRy, editor qf ‘Watchdog’ and 
'Weekend Watbhdog' 


“My travel discovery of 1998 is undoubtedly 
the Mani peninsula in Greece, because 
there you find a timeless, ancient world in 
a modern setting. 

“1999 is my 25th anniversary of writing 
and publishing travel guides, so my tip has 
to be buy a good guide book and then find 
places the author doesn't know about - 
that’s the real adventure." 

Hilary Bradt writer, tour leader and 
publisher 

“The best thing about 1998 was the im- 
provement in agrotourism in Romania Vil- 
lage homestay schemes became better 
organised and far more widely available. 
Since the revolution everyone’s been say- 


ing that, the great things about Romania 
are the people and the villages. 1998 is the 
year that they have finally got it together 
thank God! 

“1999 will be the year of Berlin. With the 
federal government moving in and the ac- 
companying building scheme being im- 
plemented on a grand scale, Berlin’ll be 
fantastic." 

Tim Burjbrd. guidebook writer 

“My discovery this year was Budapest, a 
fantastic city, hill of atmosphere, and in a 
great situation with the river running 
through it. 

“My top trip for 1999 would be taking the 
recently opened high-speed train link from 


Robert Harding 

London to Berlin to see how Germany’s 
new capital is shaping up, And all this com- 
fortably in a day." 

Brendan Fox, editor, Thomas Cook 
timetables 

“My travel discovery of 1998 was San 
Pedro de Ataca m a in the Atacama desert 
in Chile. The desert scenery is spectacu- 
lar and there is loads to do. It’s not far from 
the Vblle de la Lima. 

“Remember in 1999 that a number of in- 
surance policies don't cover travel in areas fV 

like Chile, for which the Foreign Office has 
issued an advisory warning against non- 
necessary travel. Unscrupulous travel 
agents may not warn you that your travel 


Our man in Havana (well, eventually...) 


THE LAST time Cuba's national 
airline suffered a fatal accident 
was in August, on take-off from 
Quito in Ecuador. At the time, I 
explained that Cub ana was the 
most dangerous airline for which 
reliable records exist - but 
reiterated my confidence in 
aviation safety standards by 
adding that I had bought a ticket 
on the airline to Havana for my 
Christmas holiday. 

The good news: Tuesday’s 
flight to Havana departed only 
three hours late and arrived 
safely. The bad news: a number 
of independent travellers who'd 
been hoping to spend the festive 
season in Cuba were not on 
board. Shortly before departure, 
we had our reservations 
cancelled by the airline. 

A fortnight ago, the travel 
agent - Journey Latin America - 
called me to say that Cubana bad 
cancelled all independent 
travellers’ flight plans. Rather 
than repeat the sort of 
overbookings that have been 
revealed in these pages and on 


the BBC's weekend Watchdog , 
the airline took a close look at its 
bookings over Christmas and 
decided to reduce the pressure 
on its planes. 

Cubana says that the way it 
did this was to ask the agent to 
confirm a batch of bookings, by 
issuing tickets and placing the 
ticket number in the 
reservations system. The airline 
claims that Journey Latin 
America failed to respond in 
time, and the reservations were 
duly cancelled. 

The agent provides evidence, 
in the form of print-outs from the 
Amadeus computer reservations 
system, that appears to show 
that bookings had been cancelled 
with no warning. 

For the punter, perhaps the 
most maddening aspect is that 
because of a loophole in 
consumer protection legislation, 
neither the airline nor the agent 
has any liability beyond that of 
returning the cash paid (without 
interest). 

The lesson to be learnt from 


this Christmas kerfuffle is that 
the paying customers who got 
the chop were those who had 
booked only a flight In an age 
when travellers are finally 
getting the consumer protection 
they deserve, you might imagine 
that we grounded travellers are 
entitled to some compensation 
for having our Christmas plans 
jeopardised 

To avoid finding yourself in the 
same position as me. whenever 
you book a flight book something 
else at the same time through 
the agent that sells you the 
ticket This can be as modest as 
a single night at a hotel, or a 
day’s car rental. Legally this 
converts your air ticket into a 
package - and instantly the 
provisions of the Package Travel 
Regulations come into effect 
These give passengers redress if 
a holiday is cancelled shortly 
before departure. But if you have 
booked only a flight then all you 
can do is hope that the agent will 
help you find some other way of 
getting to your destination. 



Simon calder 

Christmas Eve in 
Havana? Instead, l 
was checking in at 
Heathrow at 4.35am 


Even so dose to Christmas, 
Journey Latin America somehow 
managed to find space on an 
alternative flight on the French 
airline Air Outre Mer. But it 
meant losing the first two days of 
the trip, then flying out in the 
small hours of 24 December and 
seven hours of han ging around at 
Oriy airport in Paris to change 


planes. If you happened to be 
checking in at Heathrow at 
4.35am on Christmas Eve, I hope 
I wasn't too grumpy. 

ON MONDAY morning, Britain’s 
travel agents will begin in 
earnest the annual battle for the 
hearts and credit cards of 
holiday-makers. 

In your local high street you 
can expect some good discount 
deals on summer 1999 holidays, 
without the old catch of having to 
buy overpriced insurance - the 
Government outlawed this 
technique last month. So take 
advantage of all the current 
competition between travel 
agents, and shop around. 

One agency you won’t find on 
the high street is Carlson 
Wagonlit, because it is a purely 
business travel agent Six 
months ago, the company won 
the lucrative BBC account - and 
triggered an extraordinary 
amount of correspondence in the 
Beeb’s in-house journal, Ariel. 

“My cat could have come up 


with a better offer,” complains 
one hard-pressed staff member - 
just part of the half-page tirade 
about Carlson Wagonlit in a 
recent issue. “I asked for a 
return flight Heathrow to 
Amsterdam, leaving Wednesday, 
returning Thursday. They could 
pick times and flights.” The 
company quoted £260; the 
prospective passenger found a 
fare of £70 elsewhere - and he 
took it 

Another unhappy customer is 
the radio presenter (and 
contributor to these pages) 

Nicola Ban-anger She had to 
travel to Vienna for an important 
interview, at a time when the 
Austrian capital was hosting a 
conference of 20,000 
cardiologists. (And what should 
the collective noun for such a 
gathering be: a ventricle? a 
pulse? a Valentine?) 

“I headed for the Hotel 
Imperial where I had a ticket for 
a 2,300 schilling [about £1151 
room. The room was in keeping 
with the name of the hotel, but 


when the butler appeared, I got 
worried “Yes, we did confirm 
with Carlson that you wanted the 
23.000-schilling room,’ said young 
Heidi on the front desk. The 
room I was booked into at the 
licence-payer’s expense cost a 
mere £ 1,115 a night - not 
including breakfast" 

Ms Ban-anger managed to 
extricate herself from the 
Imperial and found an 
alternative that was a lot less 
likely to give licence-payers 
heart failure. “The foil version of 
my Carlson Wagonlit cock-up I 
now reserve for dinner parties 
only," she says. 

ST PETERSBURG has been voted 
the worid’s best party city by the 
staff of British Airways. In a 
survey in High Life magazine, 
the airline's employees rated it 
above Madrid, Dubiln and New 

Vork. And the hottest venue in 
ftussia s second city? The 
Valhalla ban where customers 
are given free use of Viking 
tunics and helmets. 
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Cowboy culture is alive and well in the wide-open spaces of 'Wyoming (above); Antractica is least touched 
and fastest endangered by global warming (right); the great attractions of Romania are the people and the 
{ villages - such as Botiza in Maramoresh (below) Robert Hording 



insurance policy is invalidated if your des- 
tination is so designated. Check before you 
go that you are fully covered" 

Chris Parrott, tour operator. Journey 
Latin America 




“In 1998 1 discovered that cowboy culture 
.j&s alive and well in Wyoming. And then I 
also discovered that you should never ask 
a cowboy to take off his hat - his hair will 
almost inevitably be all flat and greasy 
underneath! 

“In 1999 go to Cuba for fantastic music 
and architecture. The place is in a time 
warp and has a unique vitality. Sooner or 
later the US embargo is bound to be lift- 
ed and the danger is that Cuba mil turn 
into just another Florida.” 

Lyn Hughes, editor of ‘Wanderlust' 
inagazme 

■m 

"Global warming all over the world was one 
of the significant themes of 1998, so Antarc- 
tica was the place to go, because it is the 
location both the least touched and fastest 

endangered by that threat This was a year 
that also saw a travel explosion on the Web, 
with companies like On-Line providing 
myriad different ways of accessing travel 
information. 

“The places to go to in 1999 are afl veiy 
strange. Go to Panama before the Amer- 
ican flag conies down at the end of the year 
or to Macao before it is handed back - also 
at the end of the year. Fbr a taste of mil- 
lennium fever South Pacific style, try Kiri- 
ati, although be warned that all the South 
T'arific islands have announced that they 
don't have the facilities to meet the antic- 
ipated influx of millennium travellers. I, on 
the other hand, intend to do all my travel- 
ling early in the year and to see in the mil- 



lennium - bug and all - in a rare Christ- 
mas in Britain.” 

Sarah Miller, editor qf ‘Condi Nast Trav- 
eller' magazine 


“1998 saw the rediscovery of Croatia as a 
popular holiday destination. From nowhere, 
the Nedes Guide to Croatia and the Adri- 
atic Coast suddenly began to sell in large 
quantities. 1999 will see an increasing 
trend for Croatia as a holiday destination 
and a number of new guides are due to 
come out then. 

“On 11 August there will be a total 
eclipse of the sun and the place to go to see 


this happen is Cornwall - if you can still 
find any accommodation. The must-have 
guides are The Royal Greenwich Obser- 
vatories' Total Eclipse qf the Sun, by 
Steve Bell, and the Yarner Press's Jbtai 
Eclipse of the Sun in Cornwall and South 
Devon, by Pam Hine. Both are already 
proving very popular." 

Andrew Steed, map buyer for Stafford's 

“I suppose my best discovery of 1998 was 
Southern American food - grits, biscuits 
and gravy, barbecue, bumtos. Td onfy dab- 
bled with it before. 

“My tip for 1999 is go to the American 
Scuth, espedaDy Austin, Ibxas, the best dty 
in America besides the big ones. It has a 
young population and there's always some- 
thing going on in one of its 50 or more music 
venues. Between them these cater for 
everything from hard-COTe country & west- 
ern to alternative punk. It's also a great base 
from which to see the South, or the Third 
Coast as they like to call it down there.'' 
Tim Perry, author ofRock & Rod Trav- 
eller UK and USA' 

“My favourite discovery of 1998 was the 
Postbus in Scotland. It was just a wonderful 
experience going into the lost and hidden 
places of Scotland and meeting en route 
the brilliant post-women who run post of- 
fices from their garden sheds. The service, 
which operates all over the UK, exists for 
those people living in areas where other 
forms of public transport aren't available. 

“My travel tip fbr 1999 would be to take 
a look at the ever-expanding Tourism 
Concern website (www.gn.apc.org\ 
tourism concern) . It contains a communi- 
ty tourism directory which highlights 
those places around the world where local 



and, frequently poor people are managing 
to own and to control their own tourism 
when they lack the facilities to market it 
themselves." 

Patricia Barnett, Tpurism Concern 

“My discovery erf 1998 was the Caprivi Strip 
in the north-east corner of Namibia. It used 
to be a no-go zone between Angola and 
South Africa. I travelled there by car from 
Namibia's capital, Windhoek, drove down 
the strip itself and went south into 
Botswana. It was an expectation-plus- 
one experience, and particularity great 
for a birdwatcher like me. 

“The trip for me in 1999 will be anoth- 


er drive, this time from Australia's north- 
ern territories to its southern ones: from 
Darwin to Broome. It is a wonderfully wild 
drive which involves much planning. I shah 
be in search of the black grasswren, a bird 
found in western Australia." 

Keith Betton, the Association qf British 
Travel Agents 

“In 1998 STA's best travel discovery was 
Laos. We had always known it was an up- 
and-coming destination, but this year its 
status was confirmed by a substantial in- 
crease in the number of bookings to go 
there. It is generally visited as part of a joint 
trip, along with Vietnam and Cambodia. 


“Fbr 1999 we would recommend Africa 
as the destination for the young indepen- 
dent traveller. Its Ivory Coast and. indeed, 
much of the west is very unexplored and, 
on the east coast, the Bazaruto Islands off 
Mozambique are particularly beautiful” 
Dawn Howell PR and promotions man- 
ager ofSTA Travel 

“Sabaudia, a tiny town south of Rome, was 
my discovery of 1998 - a Fascist architec- 
ture holiday resort 

“My travel tip for 1999 is don't go to 
Sabaudia (3 want to save it for myselD.” 
Stephen Wood, skiing correspondent of 
‘The Independent* 


Will you jingle along with the euro in your pocket? 

Europe’s new currency is launched on Friday, but travellers - and the industry - are still less than sure how to react to it. By Simon Calder 


“WE’RE NOT allowed to start 
selling them until the start of 
January," the helpful lady a t 
Thomas Cook's head office told 
me when I tried to buy some 
euro travellers' cheques this 
week. “The trouble is, we won’t 
know what they're worth." 

That is the problem facing not 
just the foreign exchange 
industry, but the British 
travelling public in January. A 
survey for BBC2 's Money 
Programme revealed that fewer 
than half of the respondents 
know what the single European 
currency is called. People within 
the travel industry are rather 
more clued up about the euro - 
but are still undecided about the 
benefits when it comes into 
being in 11 countries on Friday. 

“It won’t even occur to me to 
use the euro until it’s really in 

full swing," says the travel 
photographer Geoffrey Roy. i 


travel at too short notice to think 
much about the currency I use. 
ni just go to the bank like I 
always do, order, say, £50 worth 
of French currency, and If they 
ask me whether Fd rather have 
euros than francs, I'll probably 
say yes just for the fun of it As 
for the old European coins, ril 
take them to the bank where 
they can be given to charity." 

Roy’s change will be of value 
to him for at least the next three 
years. The euro that comes into 
effect on I January will be an 
intangible concept; notes and 
coins do not arrive for another 
three years. The 11 national 
currencies will be locked in to 
the rate, and therefore will be 
fixed against each other: Sterling 
will continue to float against the 
whole raft of currencies just as it 
does at the moment - but if the 
Deutschmark appreciates by 10 
per cent against the pound, you 


can be sure that everything else 
from the Irish punt to the 
Finnish markka has, too. 

One way to hedge against an 
effective devaluation of Sterling 
is to purchase euro travellers' 
cheques - but you could just buy 
a consignment of French francs, 
or any other currency. The euro 
cheques could take a while to 
catch on when there is little 
perceived advantage. “FU be 
avoiding the euro travellers' 
cheque," says Petra Shepherd, 
head of research for the cable 
and satellite station Travel 
Charm eL “Fbr a start, 1 think 
theyfl) take a long time to catch 
on. More importantly, I think that 
travellers' cheques in 
themselves are redundant for 
travel today. Most people when 
they travel use a hole-in-the-wall 
card or credit cards such as Visa 
and MasterCard to get cash or to 
make payments. Fli wait to see 



The euro: What is it worth? 


what happens before I use the 
euro, but that’s a personal thing 
- 1 always wait to see how 
everything goes and then I join 
the bandwagon." 

Broadcaster FI Glover; who 
reports for BBC2’s Travel Show. 
believes that reluctance to 


embrace the euro could be a 
British thing. “I think it’ll be 
some time before the general 
public trust the euro and begin 
to think of it as a “real’ currency," 
she says. “Initially, the only 
people who will use the euro in 
any form will be business 
travellers, and those who are 
handed wads of cash by their 
company before they travel so 
that the choice of what currency 
they use is not really their own." 

But Chris Gill author of 
Where to Ski, believes that the 
new currency will quickly take 
hold. “Everyone will use the 
euro: I don’t think they'll be 
reluctant to do so. In French 
supermarkets they have given 
prices in euros as well as in 
francs for ages and I think that 
all the countries in Europe will 
take the full arrival of the euro in 
their stride. It'll make things 
easier for travellers." 


At present, though, the 
Europhile traveller who sets off 
on I January with his wallet full 
of the new currency and his 
heart full of good intentions 
could be thwarted On a journey 
though Europe, you could end up 
with the same uncomfortable 
mix of currencies as before. Yes. 
you can change your 50-euro 
travellers’ cheque for 4,300 odd 
Belgian francs, but when you 
cross into Germany, shopkeepers 
will not be inclined to accept the 
Belgian currency in lieu of 
marks. By the time you arrive in 
Italy by way of Austria you’ll be 
jingling like Santa from all the 
small change. 

The big change, believes 
Martin Moore, a travel 
guidebook publisher, will take 
place in 2002. “Until then, I think 
that the euro will gradually work 
its way into general use. as 
people, especially those who 


travel frequently, slowly pick up 
the currency on their travels.” 

Geoffrey Roy agrees that the 
new currency will benefit 
primarily the business 
community. “The euro is very 
much a trade thing. Business 
will deal in euros and will be 
greatly facilitated by a common 
currency," he says. “For Joe 
Public, on the other hand, if 11 be 
just one more confusing aspect 
of travelling in Europe." 

In a spirit of easing the 
confusion just a tittle. The 
Independents travel desk has 
come up with a handy mnemonic 
to remember the il countries 
tha t are in the first wave: 
BAFFLING SIR standing for 
Belgium, Austria. France. 
Finland, Luxembourg, Ireland 
the Netherlands, Spain, Italy and 
Portugal A bottle of Euro wine to 
the reader who comes up with 
the best alternative. 
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All types of holidays for all sorts of people. 
PLUS 8 tours to the fabulous destination of 

BORNEO. 


Tel/Fax : 01269 823355 

Web site: www.neiuk.mcrmiU.coni E-mail : neiuk@mcmaU.com 


Africa 


New Zealand 


SUNVIL DISCOVER* The UK's 
widest choice at specialist fly- 
drive, tty-ln & safaris. Namibia. 
Botswana. Zimbabwe. Zambia, 
Malawi, the Capa 4 Mozambique. 
Call cur experts on 0181 232 
9777, or 0191 847 4748 for our 
broctuns. ATOLB08 
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SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Thailand. 
Vietnam. Highly flexible tours aid | 
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Adaettime DELUXE 
MOTOR HOME HIRE 


Experience the real New Zealand 
at your own leisure 

Campervans are an exciting way to see the 
beauty of New Zealand. You have the luxury 
and comfort of your own home - away from 
home. You decide where and when you 
want to go and what you want to see and 
experience, at your own leisure. 

I Modem fleet all folly equipped 
I Unlimited mileage 
62-6 berth 

6 Diesel motors in manual or automatic 
I One way hires and free airport transfers 
Call our UK office and talk to our friendly 
‘Kiwi' staff for a free brochure and map 
New Zealand Adventure Free Phone: 

0800 61-41-62 
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COSTA 
RICA 


The jewel of 
Central America 
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: wfflturi 
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0181 222 7844 

mOhayeH arvl *-com 

. 1275 ABTA VMC4 
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Latin America 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Casta Rica, 
Guatemala, Ecuador, the Gatapa- 
Boa. Highly flexible Individual 
toora and fly-drives. Jungle 
lodges, naive reserves. 0181 847 
4748 AITO ATOL80B 


City Breaks 



VINTAGE SPAIN. UaBorcan & 
Uanorcan tamhouus wtti pools 
In unspoilt areas. 01954 291431 
AITO ATOL 2787 ABTA 


Canaries 


WALK FROM YOUR DOOR In i| 
tacular scenery, simple CesAes In 
unpoSt La Qomera, etp 2/4. 
Rom £135pw. 01 788 622793. 


Corsica 



. 01424 460046 

Jxtol ewtuoreloiroiA 
12S47 07000 ea«dci ftrrej 


VOYAGES 1LENA - selected vBaa 
with or without pools, cottages, 
a p artment s , warm and w o lc om - 
bio Hotels a0 In lovely scenery. 
Our maptfltoent new 98 brochure 
has the widest choice. Phone 
0800 788 9025 AMMIDl 


Cyprus 



Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE Vienna. Budapest Cen- 
tre! apartments, pensions hotels. 
Ail help ghen. Tat 07000 78227 5 


Prance 




Continental Campsite Holidays '99 

LET yourselves GO! 


1105 


for up to 6 people for 7 nights* 


CALL FOR A FREE BROCHURE NOW ON 

0870 513 4748 

quoting ref. code 99NID 

OR SEE YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT 


c*. 'ssstsh 

return Mon- Wad erasing on any Ha v ar ipaa rl route or nigW sanric to to 

Caloix with Eurotixma) or P&O Sana Line. BxAjd r a pmanal knwaa 
and b subta* to avaiabifify, fireSto b a troding nom a of AotoiXt 

MoCdoyi Ltd who OO os operas far Alrtoun pic. AETA V689&. 




FREE 1999 
colour brochure 

08700760760 

QUOTING FH12SA 


Nl 


A superior choice of aver 
700 tiwSborwl French | 
hofidey properties. 

FRE [999 BfiOQUSE " 

BTC 08700 780185. 

O00TEBERRK7 
VACAUCES EM 
CArtPAGftE. 



COTE D'AZUR & PROVENCE 
Unfaes coBedtoa o* ooestai vitas 
8 coremy hooses eMi pools. Sal- 
faur Renos 01188 402620 


BRITTANY SOUTH - Mbs from 
beach, three acre gardens, 
agsb gngdGMi UOIW 
488220 


NANCY TOURIST OFFICE 1999 


ART NOUVEAU - 

ON THE BILL FOR 1999: 


- L’ecole de Nancy 1889-1909 


Gaieties Poirel, Nancy 


-Ma rachine est an fond de bols t 


musee de L’ecole de Nancy 


- Pelnture et Art Nouveau mus6e Des 


Beaux-arts 


NANCY 1999 


Place Stanislas. BP 810-54011. Nancy, Cedex, France 
tourisme@at-nancy.fr http://wmv.at-nancy.fr 


Italy 


EXCLUSIVE 

ITALY 



Some of the find 
private \ila god 
famtfayuses 
throu^xxtf loly 
Uortafled local 
tamiedg- of 
e*± property 


TUSCANY NOW 


T 0171 272 5469 

r 0 1 " T 2 “ 1 6 I S r 


(— f Ktnfi tumalfarmhozaa, A 
villas and apartments 


in holy's ptrtnca ngxms. 

«EE V **» UOOrtDtE RING 
0870Q 780 18b QUOTE 

VACANZE IN fTAUA 



Christmas Breaks 



a manoR 


Mi&kin Manor, MJsldn, Nr. Cardiff CF73 8ND 
Tctepbonu: 01-W3 r4204 Rue 01443 1T7606 

The ideal venue far the perfect 
Christmas and New Year Break 


Imagine yourself relaxing in the luxury of a 10th 
Century Manor House set in 22 acres of 
landscaped gardeas with its own Health & 
Leisure Facilities. 


A choice of 43 tastefully decorated bedrooms and 
she superb’ dining areas. 

“Our hallmark is friendly service, sumptuous 
cuisine in beautiful surroundings^ 


UK. Travel 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY Ftadbfa By- 
(Mvm to Tuscary 8 Umbria. 
Character B8 aceom. Plus Sidy, 
Lakes. Cider 0131 847 4748 
AITO ATOLSCC 

SARDINIA with Voyage* Ifani, an 
Wand of sumidtig beachas and 
lovely ecanary. Our magnfBcant 
new S9 brochure bas a wMe 
chotea at private vfllee, apart- 
mem. hotala, ample and debate. 
0800 783 8025 Uto/fSDi 

LA BELLA TOSCANA Wwy spedal 
ferroftses, vffias & apts In & 
around ench a nting metSevatSan 
Gimignano between Florence & 
Siena - 1899 brOCh. 0181 422 
9218 Mai faba m o aMnafl l nl B 

BRIDGEWATER^ Idyllic Italy. 28 
yeare experience co urtjyskJe to 
coast The complete selection, 
private vflfas. farmhouses, cas- 
tles. apartments and hotala. Tus- 
cany; Umbrie. Lake Garda, Roma. 
ABTA D0219Tai 0161 707 B705. 
Htp:/.'www. bridge water- 
bovel^ouk 

TUSCANY Apt In rawty restored 
vika nr Areas. Superb views. 
Sleeps 2-4. £150-300. 0181 764 
3216- 

COUNTRYSIDE VtHa sleeps 6. 
Between Rome 6 Naples. Tot 
01B75 615886 


Portugal 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY Flexible 0y- 
falvee north to aotdfa. Cbaractar 
BB Pousadas. Manor h ouse *. 
Plea Azores. Madaba. 0181 847 
4748 AITO ATOLB06 
VINTAGE PORTUGAL . Country 
houeea with pools In The Mtnho 
8 Costa Verde. 01954 281431. 
AITO ATOL 2787 ABTA 


Russia 


RUSSIA/ Genrgfa.' Ukraine. Inda- 
peodem travel, dry breaks, air 
fare*, groups. INTERCHANGE- 
0181 681 3812. A70L24SB 
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^The Independent^ 
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Spring Breaks 


W0NTERRL COTTAGES 
TS ENGLA.ND' SCOTLAND 
AV.-Uf S i IRELAND 


Over 1SO0 of the best 
priced, cottages in 
every National Park 

aside 


, coastal area 


• MAcw mawT 
MOUNTAIN VIEWS 

• GOLDEN sunn 
BEACHES 
■ RIVERSIDE A . 
LAKESIDE SETTINGS 

• FOUR P OSTER 
BEDS & JACUZZI 

BATHS 


Ig*. 17* & IS* 
CENTURY 


• ENCLOSED 
PRIV ATE G ARDENS 

• SWIMMING 
POOLS, SAUNAS 

• PETS COMPLETED 
TREE OF CHARGE 


Spring rro:n £ 115 

per :ott cce per 
Summer from £160 
pur oitcge psr v.-cck 

Ireland h«n £79*50 


W.W^rjBB-Mf^cBkarbKta* 

01756 702225 


UJL& EMERALD 

COTUCE HOLIDAYS 




SupwbhoWay rattans 
fa Ha NitaHie tufas & Noor, 
Rartfaaabrii, CreMhlte Peak 
Bata, Miirih Wales and Sbre^ttr* 

01244 345700 




I English gauntry \ 

ffjottages 


Ova ima hobb) eoltwpj 

munar and CidiuB 


THE PERFECT PRESENT 

“GIFT VOUCHERS TO PARADISE" 

■ m. 



Horn Cq oss 



THC HLMTH 6PA DE-fODT IN A 6TATflY HOME 

DAY GIFTS FROM £46.00 
FOR AN INS TANT PU RCHASE TEL 01283 575671 
NR. UCHFIHLD. STAFFORDSHIRE 


SAVE MONEY 
(I . BOOK DIRECT! 
3000+ PRIVATE 
OWNERS ADVERTISE 

Villas & Farmhouses. rnafiy 
with pools • chat , e ® U rt ments 
■ Cottages • Studios ' *P a ^es 

• Family Hotels • M°bl el Homes 

• Bed & Breakfasts • City BreaKs 

All regions of ^ran^. 

Call now for your FREE 35b 

page colour directory 

08700 730 730 

quoting NH114G 
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PARIS 

£59 rtn 


PARIS BY EUROSTAR 

from £59 RTN FOR UNDER Z6’s 
and ISIC CARD HOLDERS 

WEEKEND IN PARIS 

EUROSTAR + 2 NTS IN 2* HOTEL £142 
Platform 2. Victoria Station, London 
Tel: 0171 8347066 



MID-WEST FRANCE. Quality vitas 
A ceoagaa. *ome w«fi pools. Hna 
beaches. Vhoyanta. FrancoptSo. 
Bonded 015384 31880 


SOUTH-WEST Farmhouses with 
pools. Tarn et Geronne & La 
Beam. 01954 261431 AITO ABTA 


SOUTH-WEST Farmhouses with 
pools fan et Garonne & La 
Beam. 01854 281481 AITO ASIA 


Spain 


I N [HVI l) l A I. T R A V K I. IF. R S 


Traditional country houses, villas 
& apartments in rural and coastal 
Spain, Mallorca and Portugal 



FREE 1999 BKOCHUBE 
RING 

08700 780187 


QUOTE REF E046 

AITO BONO 1010 ATOL 2433 


VINTAGE SPAIN Country houses 
with pools fa unspoilt as 
Catatunye and Andafacta 01854 
261431 AITO ATOLZ787 


Cotswolds 


COTSWOLDS Spedafists. Choosa 
from over 150 cottages 087D0 725 
725CHC1S8 


Devon & Cornwall 


Cornish 
Traditional 
Cottages 




Sdf-cjiaing cocagcr oabodi 
cams af ConweD end on SdUy 


For your FREE brochure 
PHONE 

01208 821666 


Self Catering UK 



AT OVER 1400 LOCATIONS 


PRICES PER PROPERTY PER WEEK 



ONLY £20 DEPOSrT 


• WMni itwlce - lawn of rattaqn 

u> <ho Ole from UnwgtwM Brtuki 


'frifaj 

ttofdwi from *07 per «e*4i end 

£73 per Shan Brea* per properly 

• tei Mhcome at nuny eon^es 

Call today lor your NEW 

1999 brochure. 

OuoUtp JlDdt- CMIUA 



Lodges eT 
HoiiDAy 
Parks 



IBxir widest dnt<. 

Udgntnquia 
laeriwu to goriiv 
on wind -or Pads 
wlih pkner to do. 

Free brodniic. 


Pbooe 01502 502 601 

QddmU147I 


KuaLomeb. 

Nwiaw 


• Scotland 


from £126 • Norfcfc/SuJfbflf then £141 


• Nofthumteriand m»£l62 •Westcountry from £136 


• ytrtsftire Dates iren£129 


• late District fa*. £135 


• PeakOtote tron£iS 6 


DISCOUNTS FOR 
2 PERSONS 


’Wales 


mm £129 


FUEL. u:;=3 ”C ::;:.:j:ed 


•COCSWOfttS 


Iron £123 


. ftnyi from £79.50 


101756 702200 


180 PAGE COLOUR BROCHURE 
lines open 9am-9pm Sun.-flt 9am- 7pm Sat 



UK Travel 


Cottages, 
" Lodges & 
Holiday Parks 


Widest choice of cottages, 
lodges and family Fim 

hofiday parks. 

BLAKES 


ALL INSPECTED Recommended 
Dream Cottages Throughout the 
UK! fat 08700 718 718 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BRITAIN'S BEST Self Drive narrow- 
boat ho&daye. widest choice. 8 
bases. Bogmnsre vwy wfaumu. 
01905810097 

Awmd wtonlng Tourist B.lnspodMf 
na nowtX H S. 0121 446 2808 
BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY: Surrey/ 
Hants. Lux boots. (01256) 
709881. 



HOSEASONS 
C ountry 

(7 >j i t ci o c s 


WITH 


beams 

BY AN 

INN 


ME AX A 


stream 


... with dutch.. .iwtmminp 
pools... games rooms. ..and 
much more. Coastal and 
countryside. B rinin ', finest, 
fire colour brochure. 


Phono 01 502 502 603 

Quoie C4475 


Or orer Ho»b Cobbv i Z«ups 
U»pmi NDJ: 




EnotBvrsdcatmc 

pniprjua m 1 

nod. cuasul and 

eflurov hxaaons.j 
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DEVON Specialists. Choose from 
over 320 couagea 08700 725 725 
CHVI8H 

FOWEY/POLRUAN Charming 
watendde cottages. Superb 
views. Control heeding. Dtoghtee 
available. Pets welcome. 01579 
3446B7 

CORNWALL 6 DEVON 300 Coi- 


fages throughod. 01752 26071 1 
GREAT VALUE — quality cottages. 
Over 400 In Cornwall 08700 72S 
72SCHK18A 

LOVELY PROPERTIES Coastal and 
rural Tel 01548 560964 

www.deuonco nn ec ilu i L CO.uk 


Dorset 


LYME REGIS 8 W. DORSET 80 
phn, ETB I ns pected S/Catoring 
houses, cottages 8 nets. 01297 
443363 


East Anglia 


VERE LODGE, FAenham Norfolk. 
14 warm pretty collages. Op 2/7. 
pete wefaoma. fog Urea, ell cen- 
truRy heated In 8 acre grounds 
wMh croquet and grass Iannis, 
toddlers playground, small ani- 
mal for m, plus modem Leisure 
Centre with large Indoor 
pod, games room, sane, sotar- 
fam. abort breaks until end Key. 
Col brediure 01328833261. 


Ireland 


Ireland's 

MntmmnmtHumtmiBl 

Cerii Kory OaiCefoax CemnwA 


mjOHxrasa*CKiBVHKtn£ 

Fmerald 


C ottoge Holidays 

TEL oS7 


<70 444 1 200 


STEAL AWAY AND HIDE from the 
worid. Cashel House KotoL Con- 
nemara, Co. Galway. Tbfc 
(0035385) 31001. Fax 31007. 

IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS 1989 
brodwre out ruwi Chow from 
deer 200 dea^Hid cottages. Also 
touring, boating mid hone d raw n 
c a rav a ns. For your Iree brochure 
CB8 015QZ S606BB <24 fas) 


GATAUDNM/COSTA BRAVA Beet 
saiactioil self -entering villas 6 
apartments with poets 8 Hotels. 
Spenish Harbour 01 17 B66 0777. 


Isle of Wight Scotland 


JANUARY SPECIAL 
4 nights only £75 
BaL breakfast & many meal 
{Large seafront tod. eac mimncd tj 

Sandringham Hotel 
Se ah o uL Sandown, Isle of W^ht 
Id: 019*3 406655 
3 nights Itbiiij Auai £79 


BRITTANY . ExcJuslvO 
farmhouses, vDfas. Country I 
togas In France: 08700 780 760 
quoting FHB12A 

DORDOGNE/LOT . ExduNve cot- 
tapea. termhouaaa. vfl tes. Co tav- 
byCeoagee In France: 087D07BO 
780 quotfag FHD12A 
LOIRE deUghtfol term house. 
Peaceful rural surroundbiga. 
Sleeps 4-8. From ClSOpn. Tab 
01453873490. 


Turivey 


TURKEY and North Cyprus with 22 
years exp. faHor made. CufcsaL 2 
centra, flydrtve, flghta. golf + 
package ho lidays. For brochure 
call Mstak HoRdays. 0171 835 
6M1. ABTA/ ATOL 11 16 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Newsp^w Pubfisrtng pte 
reysb ttial although every 
iBasonahle precaution is taken, 
no responsibly can be 
accepted fefBgWsandAx 
accommodation offered 
trough these columns, or any 
toss anting therefrom. Readers 
are advised to tel© all 


necessary precautions before 
entering into any travel 
arrangements. 


C ELF CATERING 

Scotland 


[1 

1-CONSULTTHE EXPERTS- 
k Over 2.000 sdf-catenng 
ft properties in all areas 
■ from Ia\ury bouses lo 
W& x croft coaages. 

01 * Wrne or phew 

for brochun: 


The Lake District 


Sebergham 
Nr. Caldbeck, 
Cumbria 


016974 76254 


“Delightful oak- 
beamed cottages 
with panoramic 
views set around a 
courtyard in the 
foothills of the 
Lakeland Fells” 


•Leisure Club 
Membership 
•Evening Meals 
delivered 

•Cottages for couples 
•Fbmily cottages to 
sleep up to 8 
•Children/dogs 
welcome 

•Resident owners 
•Colour brochure 




MFrcdendSi. 
Edinburgh EH2 UR 


■WfrMJil.'li] 

selection 


superb election 
(rf peat value seB catering 
mte^BS, hoses and Jodgss 
in ihe hills and by the sea in 
beautiful Dumfries & Calloway. 


^ CM. THOMSON &OO 

Z? Bottom CMfe Dfajgfa, DC7 IAB 
foMISSSgqai fan 0155*103277 


WONDERFUL SCOTTISH COT- 
TCCES 1999 colour brochure. 
Phono nowll 01756 702213 
SCOTLAND Specialists. Choose 
“ ma9 * ) 06700 725 


Shropshire 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house experience. 

S'.r'X?*- DBaB: E ®°. 3 “sy* 

2“ w>- Col Broch: 01584 
823209 


Wales 




A superb selection of quality 
character cottages bi the 


Pimbrotehire Coast National 
™“ P^pwtles furnished 

ro the highest standards. 

IWW far fcesrofatR brochure 1 

01239-8813972S* 


The Peak District 


GREAT VALUE -quality cottages. 
210 fa The PeaToSlci 
08700 725 725 CHP18A 


To advertise 
n this section 
please call the 



1 - 000 wifagw. 
S, V Shaw s. Snowdonia 
Services. 01758 701 702, 
nHECON BEACONS. Lovely seieo- 
cottages In 
National Baric 01H74 

IDYLLIC N. WALES ConaoeS.19B9 

ssa™ 1 ^ 

BfiKMNI BEACONS. Short breafra 
avaBat »9 in owr 200 s/c cottaoes 


West Country 


^FULHOUDAYSi) 

t°r Bfcfl Coonor ic« - caiertrKT I 


ml nuuuHIO 
»«■ BfcR Cbantry scfl - carertnt 
Hu ^ , w«iy«arB4Mwit03O 
Au TiTOiiy deseSKd „|jd 
CofoorBrodwre 

01647 433555 



F ^, t ^£^ 0lJ|;| GUIDE to the 500 
DflSI VBl(W nrw* In Devon 
(01 27t; 37$^^^ 


Yorkshire & The Dali 


es 


Court Hotel. 3 day 

™£*« 5 £&m, 0re *.gS 

yorkshbe dales. Moots a 
y* ” - 0*» 200 s/c COttB. 
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Samoan enchanted evening 

It was a blind date to remember. But that Saturday night on a South Pacific island was not what Cleo Paskal had expected 
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White sands and palm-fringed beaches are only part of the equation for idyllic life on the island of Samoa 
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^ **»■ m ■^■hat’s the key to 
^ /m / living happily? 
n /■ / Well I found one 
^ M / answer on the 
ml w South Pacific is- 
F w land of Samoa. 
And it wasn't just the standard- 
issue white sands and palm fringe. . . 

With a big grin, the Chief pulled 
up his shirt, dropped his wrap- 
around skirt and said: “This repre- 
sents my devotion to my village." 

f stared, fascinated. He was cer- 
*janly very devoted A lacework of in- 
dicate blue-black patterns covered 
the Chief from mid-thigh to mid- 
chest The famous Samoan tattoo. 

What 2 bad asked to prompt this 
Rill Monte of Ftealty was if traditional 
Samoan culture, known as the Fa'a 
Samoa, was stall the main governing 
force in society. The answer was 
carved into the Chief’s skin. 

He explained that as a young 
man, he went through a month's 
long, painful ritual tattooing process 
to prove to his village that he was lit- 
erally willing to endure whatever 
was necessary for the honour and 
^privilege of serving them. They 






must have been convinced because 
they then elected him as Matai, or 
village chiet 

In Samoa, the Matai have com- 
plete control in the villages, or as my 
new, partially clothed, friend put it: 
-Whatever the Chief says goes. 
Whether it is right or wrong." They 
are lawyer, judge, jury, policeman, 
court reporter... you get the idea. 
They decide everything from how 
long you can grow your hair to 
when you pray. If you have a job that 
brings in cash, the money goes 
straight to the Matai. who redis- 
tributes it throughout the village ac- 
cording to need. 

The lavra are dear and strictly en- 
forced If a married man runs off 
with another woman, the wife’s 
brothers get the nod from the Matai 
to go and -revenge". Assault a child 
and you’ll probably soon be dead. 
There is practically no crime in 
Samoa. 

It all sounded a bit oppressive, if 
effective. But Samoa is, after all, in 
the South Pacific, a region renowned 
for being laid-back. I asked the 
Matai if he could suggest anything 


fun. “Ah," he said with a slightly 
dodgy twinkle in his eye. “you must 
meet my fourth son. Tbsi." And he 
picked up the phone and set me up 
on a blind date. 

I was to meet Tosi that night at 
Margreyta's show bar in the 
Samoan capital Apia. It was Satur- 
day night, and Margreyta's was 
packed Behind the club, there was 


THE SENSIBLE 
airline to travel 
on is Air New 
Zealand 10181- 
741 2299*. which 
serves Samoa as 
part of its South 
Pacific network. You can include 
Samoa on an itinerary to New 
Zealand or Australia for less 
than £1,000 return, so long as 
you book through a discount 
agent and make sure you avoid 
peak periods. 


a large patio and at the far end was 
a huge stage. The set was made up 
to look like a parody of a Polynesian 
Nights Spectacular. Palm trees, fake 
waterfall the works. 

When I arrived, the show was in 
full swing Tosi was up on stage 
fronting a live band. He had just 
called up volunteers from the audi- 
ence and was teaching them some 

Fact file 


Cleo Paskal is presenter of a 
new series called Small Worlds, 
which begins today on the BBC 
World Service. She has spent the 
past four years travelling to the 
microstates whose entire 
population is outnumbered by 
places like Crawley, in search of 
Utopia in places seemingly as 
diverse as Iceland and Kiribati 
Monaco and the Maldives. The 
six-part series is broadcast on 
Saturdays at 1.30am, Tuesdays 
at 9.15am and Fridays at 3.15pm. 


dance moves. He himself looked 
spectacular in a floor-length evening 
gown, matching high heels and full 
make-up. 

The dance seemed to revolve 
around Tosi cooing the word “Ba- 
nana" and the volunteers “shaking 
it to the front". The audience, some 
of them also in full drag was in hys- 
terics. A raucous good time was 



being had by all. Amateur anthro- 
pologist (and keen Abba fan! that I 
am, this led me to conclude that per- 
haps the Fh’a Samoa isn’t all harsh 
rules and strict discipline. I spent a 
pleasurable few hours dancing to 
faux-Hawaiian guitar music and 
picking up make-up tips. 

At the bar after the show, a glow- 
ing and sweaty Tosi explained that, 
in Samoan terms, he was a fafaflne, 
a boy-girL He seemed a bit be- 
mused at ray curiosity and more 
keen on gossiping with his pals 
than answering my bland sociolog- 
ical questions. 

So, the next day. I arranged an ap- 
pointment with the Samoan Minis- 
ter for Women's Affairs, Foisaga 
Etevati Sbon. I arrived at her office 
early, allowing me plenty of time to 
admire how well her male secretary 
had matched his red skirt and 
vermilion nail polish. 

Minis ter Shon, a charming mid- 
dle-aged woman who spent time 
working as a social worker in Utah, 
explained that: “In this culture there 
was never any stigma attached to ef- 
feminate boys. They are still fully 


Robert Harding 

accepted in the families. It’s just not 
as big a deal as it is in many other 
countries of the world." 

Effeminate boys here are still 
seen primarily as brothers or 
cousins or uncles. They are not a 
threat to the society, so the society 
accepts them. But I wondered if 
there was a limit. I asked Secretary 
Shon if that acceptance extended to 
people who were openly homosex- 
ual She said: “Homosexuality is not 
condoned by our people." There it 
was. That firm limit to what the so- 
ciety was willing to accept 

It seems that yes, there is some 
social flexibility in the Fa’a Samoa, 
but within very dear limits. The 
Matai accepted and was proud of his 
fafaflne son. but had Tbsi openly de- 
clared himself gay, it would have 
been a different matter. 

In a small country like Samoa, 
everyone knows the rides. Some are 
negotiable and others aren't And the 
key to living peacefully is knowing 
which can be overtly broken and 
which cant But the key to living hap- 
pily is knowing how to look fabulous 
in a floor-length evening gown. 


SOMETHING TO DECLARE 

NEWS FROM THE TRAVEL WORLD 


TVouble spots: how travel 
companies deal with passenger 
rage 

Any Time Off customer whose 
behaviour is fin our opinion or that 
of any other person in authority) 
causing excessive distress, damage, 
danger or annoyance to anyone or 
anyone's property will (without 
notice or compensation) have their 
Time Off holiday arrangements 
cancelled and Time Off's 
responsibility for the “customer" 
ceases immediately. Rdl 
cancellation charges will apply. 
Many hotels still respect good 
manners - try not to show any 
frustration in public, as in nearly all 
cases of dissatisfaction a quiet word 
with the person in charge will see 
the problem on its way to being 
solved. Be patient - a friendly, non- 
confrontational approach often goes 
a long way. 

Time Off city selection brochure. 
1999 

If a passenger is upset try to 
understand the psychology - they 
need reassurance, patience and a 
friendly face. They need someone to 
listen to their problem and, more 
importantly, to take action to 
resolve the problem. That is the 
only way to effectively calm people. 
It would be nice to stop an abusive. 


shouting passenger, and to explain 
to them that you understand their 
problem. You know they are afraid 
of flying and that if they were to 
stop shoutingyou could make some 
progress with their problem. But in 
reality, this cannot be done. Just be 
nice to people. The result for you 
will be less stress, better job 
satisfaction and the thought that 
you made someone happy, and that 
you created a positive impression of 
Dubai international airport. 

'Dubai Airport Cares’ magazine 

A yellow-card system has been 
introduced by British Airways to 
deal with the problem of air rage. 
From now on, if passengers become 
disr uptive or smoke, they will be 
handed a letter warning them that 
if they persist in their behaviour, 
they will be liable for the cost of 
diverting the plane and their ticket 
will be invalidated for the return or 
onward journey. 

'High Life', BA's inflight magazine 

Bargain of Che week 

Cut-price Europe. As soon as the 
New Year travel peak is over, 
airlines face a slump in bookings. 

So expect some excellent deals in 
the first week of January from no- 
frills operators easy Jet, Go and 
Ryanair. In a pre-emptive strike. 



Statue rtf Christ Rio de Janeiro 

KLM UK (0990 074 074) is offering 
some absurdly good deals from its 
Stansted base to UK and European 
cities - with the added bonuses of 
inflight meals and the option of 
booking through any travel agent 
Aberdeen, Amsterdam, Brussels. 
Paris, Edinburgh. Glasgow and 
Newcastle are each available for 
just £50 return, including all taxes. 
Dusseldorl Frankfurt, Milan and 
Rome come in at £70 return. You 
must book by midnight on 31 
December, and travel by the end of 


February. At least two people must 
travel together to qualify. 

TTue or False? 

The travel bargain of the decade is 
dead? A bit of both. For five years, 
The Independent has urged readers 
to take advantage of the airpass 
deal that gives the freedom of 
Canada for a week for less than 
£200. Canadian Regional Airlines is 
terminating the deal from Friday. 
But a cut-price airpass on Horizon 
Air still allows unlimited travel in 
western Canada, as well as in the 
US as far south as Los Angeles and 
east to the Rockies; book through 
AirPass Sales (01737 555300). A one- 
week pass costs £139. 

Another excellent way of jetting 
across or around North America is 
on Southwest (the world’s safest 
airline). The company sells a 
“Freedom Air" ticket for specified 
flights. These must be bought in the 
UK and even though the fares rise 
for 1999, they are usually much 
lower than buying in the US. The 
country is divided along a line 
through Houston and Kansas City, 
journeys to the east or west cost 
£69 (and allow a free connection if 
necessary), while a coast-to-coast 
trip costs £99. Book on 01293 596677. 
A free bonus: tokens exchangeable 
on board will get you four beers. 
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WORLDWIDE I A I L 0 R M A D E 


HOTELS 


CAR HIRE TRAVEL INSURANCE TOURS 


[ CURRENT BEST BUYS ON THE WORLD'S FINEST AIRLINES | 

INCLUDES ALL 
HU-HUDBUDO 

OWEWXT RERUN 

non 


Minor HERON 
«DH 


ONE WOT RERUN 
ROM 

MELBOURNE 

£306 £543 

NEW YORK 

£122 £183 

CARIBBEAN 

£276 £276 

PERTH 

£306 £526 

BOSTON 

£135 £204 

MEXICO CITY 

£258 £311 

AUCKLAND 

£306 £532 

WASHINGTON 

£135 £204 

RIO 

£323 £412 

BANGKOK 

£218 £361 

CHICAGO 

£179 £251 

jc^burg 

£231 £313 

HONG KONG 

£284 £360 

FLORIDA 

£155 £214 

CAPETOWN 

£231 £359 

SINGAPORE 

£251 £357 

LOS ANGELES 

£222 £269 

NAIROBI 

£247 £297 

BALI 

£273 £383 

SAN FRANC15CQ 

£222 £267 

'DUBAI 

£174 £245 

TOKYO 

£260 £454 

TORONTO 

£202 £236 

CAIRO 

£143 £184 

INDIA 

£227 £313 

VANCOUVER 

£277 £305 

AROUND THE WORLD £707 

PLUS DISCOUNTED QUALITY ACCOMMODATION PER ROOM PER NIGHT FROM | 


TRAILFINDERS 



CRUISES 


42-50 EARLS COURT ROAD LONDON wBoFT 

UMGHAUL TRAVEL: 0171-938 3366 


THE 


AUSTRALIA 

FROM £579 RETURN 

FOR AN EXTRA £69* PER PERSON 
STOP OFF IN PENANG FOR 5 NIGHTS 
IN A FIRST CLASS BEACH HOTEL 


1 94 KENSINGTON HIGH STREET LCNDQNWS^- 

LQNGHAUL TRAVEL: 0171-938 3939 
FIRST & BUSINESS CLASS: 0171-938 3444 

TRAVEL EXPERTS 215 Kensington high street iondon vm obd 

TRANSATLANTIC & EUROPEAN: 0171-937 5400 

22-2-1 THE PRtORT QUEENSWAY BIRMINGHAM t&S 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0141-236 1234 

A& CORN STREET 8RI5TOL BST I HQ 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0117-929 9000 

254-284 SAUCHIEHALl STREET GLASGOW G2 3EH 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL^ 0441-363 2224 
FIRST & BUSINESS CLASS: 0141-353 2400 

MANCHE5TEP M3 2FF 

0161-839 6969 
0161-839 3434 


AUSTRALIA £32 • USA £34 • AFRICA £39 • PACIFIC £46 • ASIA £20 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £21 PER DAY 

CAU NOW FOR OUR TAILORMADE WORLDWIDE OR NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


TRAILFINDERS DOES NOT IMPOSE CHARGES ON CREDIT CARDS 


MUST BOOK BY 31 DECEMBER 

'Based on twin share 


FOR YOUR 
FREE COPY OF 
THE TRAILFINDER 
MAGAZINE CALL 
0171 938 3366 
ANYTIME 


58 DEANSGATE 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 

FIRST & BUSINESS CLASS: 

7-9 RIDLET PLACE NEWCASTLE NEi SJO 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0191-261 2345 


ATOL 1458 LATA ASIA 69701 


NO INSURANCE SEE FOR FULL PROTECTION AGAINST AIRLINE INSOLVENCY - CAA APPROVED 


OUR TRAVEL CENTRES ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - OPEN 28 & 29 DECEMBER 



Trove' 01. Jan 
-19 Mcr • 99 

Includes free City 
vchd for many tea 
toyrisf. attractions 





NEW 

YORK 

WITH 
UNITED 
AIRLINES 
FROM 

£213 


F L I G H T S 

DIRECT 


CAR HIRE • INSURANCE 
HOTELS • AUSTRALIAN VISAS 

0870 7500 140 

Man-fri 9am-°pm, Serf 9om-5.30pm. Sun 10am-4.30pm 

CL-wd 26/2? Dae. spot iB.'&.'TO / 3 1 Dec fetn-Spe. damd 01 Jon 99 


Return prices wi4i other csrftnoj 
including pre-poid airport taxes front: 

MrfxvM £529 Boson £201 

Sydney £925 VttaMngron £201 

£509* Oticceo £251 

£340 OHado £213 

£355 lot Angolas £263 

£358 Sonfmdas £263 

Toronto 


Auckland 

Hong Kong 

B cnglrofc 

Shtgopora 

Johonno s bng 

Duboi 

Defci 


£245 

£310 


Mexico Qty 


£309 


Round The VSbrtd £6791 
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|| F HOGMANAY IN SCOTLAND ? 

only 

£49 

^ KLM Uk 


Fanes start from the following prices 

From Umdon-LuhM From Liverpool 


Edinburgh 


.£25 


muci uecn — — 

Belfast 



P?<? '• 


Glasgow 

Inverness 

f.29 
f - 


Nitre _ _ 

M9 

*79 

Rnrrfalonn _ _ 

-C39 

— £29 

Am^terriarT' 


£29 

Madrid 

£39 



Palma de Mallorca — £39 
Athens £49 


Geneva 

Zurich 


£49- 


£29 


.£49 


Fares are single, Include airport fax, and are available 
in January and February 1999 on selected flights, 
subjea to availability. 


Central London by roil with THAMESUNK 

Special Offer £7.90rotwn 


Skiing Holidays 



Andorra, Italy, 
Spain 
Learn to ski & 
snowboard packs. 

Groups up to 1 in 6 FREE 



For a brochure call and 
quote SIND 

01233 211998 

h l tp://H>utw. p fig. ca uk 

PANORAMA 


Wwt' ^ttrchcvel, 
HF Vol d'Is&re. 
W LaPlagnc 
" & Chamonix 

Superb mured 
chalets, tailor-made 
holidays and excellent 
childcare facilities. 

10181 995 93231 

I xbtaviji, *TOii m *no \ 

3eCL£ ~ PLAGNE- Prwfie npT 

Colour r.K Oerwasltor. Sleep* 5. 
Adjacent ptoe. AvaU JanUarcti. 
E2WW50pw. 01 277 214445 


SeriousFun 

LES .ARCS. VAL DISERE 
Huge Siding, Great Food 
Old Chalet. Small Groups 
Ton- Village 

From £199 
0171 405 1018 


India 


y£S£\ 

’**&*$£ 

°^1 566 


Col^OUXSaf 


Exclusively .. 

. created journeys to 
the subcontinent 

-Tel 0181 343 3446 
Fas 0181 349^439 . 

Home, Aiwdui Aricme 
London N3 m 

roioCiUb-yanncrfaii denea cojit 
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Greece 



HALKI KALVMNOS LEROS 
SPETSES LIPS! STJMI TILOS 
SAMOS SKOPELOS ALOHISSOS 
9»ir canting VtBas A Apanrrwnte. 
Small Hof aft A TrMtfNarart Honan. 
[TS AU W OUR AUA2MCLY HONEST 
AWARD WINNING BROCHURE 

01629 824 881 

ILASKARiHA^ 

Ibr^Kblkl Trov l iptrA# b. i.rreir. 



Thtfihpmtte, 
Bj1ru,Zapri,SUa&tt, 
5bpths,Alauni 

vei&Ais 

am&mmgGftdtspedaliA 
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student & 
youth travel 

www.campustravel.co.uk 

49 Branches Nationwide 


Amsterdam 

Athens 

Australia 

Chicago 

Cairo 

Cape Town 

Dublin 

Hong Kong 

Los Angeles 

Madrid 

New York 

Paris (Eurostar) 

Pisa 

Prague 

Singapore 

Tokyo 


fio/w Ertn 
37 69 

78 149 
Phone us 
117 169 
114 192 
246 345 

97 59 

219 309 
140 249 

79 99 

111 159 

- 65 

73 129 
76 139 
257 335 
255 485 


Low cost student 
& youth insurance 




I Adventure travel and flights at Affordable prices I 
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— CURRENT BEST BUYS — special offer | 

orw bin orw rtn or*' run 2 fOr 1 

SYDNEY _n«1._MW HONG KONG.. JML-/I0S WBUfiG DJ0_n» AUStfilllrl 


OUBNS EW.tJOl BALL £245—7595 CAPEIOWC— .£217 -.070 

PERM. jf 2^9-. 7444 SAIGON. £289_rT70 MEXICO OIY_J247...f 525 

AUCKLAND. — £299- £S05 CAIRO £127_£1W BODE 1ANER0 £JI6._ £4 15 , . 

INOW X240._£J!5 BEDtNG £270.. XI 10 HAVANA CAM pneeperpman 


£365 


rtn’ 


».«» K3'^5£f 
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MADRAS £2S4—£4)0 DUBAI £209. .£26 5 OUfO 

KATHMANDU- £240.. £155 I0KY0 £22J..j079 TORONTO 

COLOMBO. ..£245. .£797 SEYCHELLES.. -£»?l_/442 ItfWYORK. 

BANGKOK rU1-£Ue NAIROBI £239_£JI9 LOS ANGELES. 

SWGAPOK— U2M--£55S HARARE. £219— £4 70 ACADIB £220 _ 

- AROUND THE WORLD - Calf for wore details 

LONDON - BALI - CAIRNS averlaad to SYDNEY - AUCKLAND - FIJI -”** 0 ”* 

- LOS ANGELES - LONDON £691 “SST* 

Whether you w haliitavng or voMng home; would lAr la go dina or wr* a aapo-.r', at PLomum Travel 

we offer more diem via more desuuUorn. al all the nets once> >0 um your leouircmenu. 


M AG HALL: 01 71 957 5122 IITWSML WIIC iflKOIT 0171 9572654 


52 EARLS COURT ROAD, KB9SINGTON, LONDON W86Q JL ,Tf[ 

OFSV: MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM-6PM, SATURDAY 10AM-2PM uS» IS 


USA “CHRISTMAS SEAT SALE OFFER “ 

0171 460 2255 

WORLD’S FAVOURITE AIRLINE 

ATLANTA £249 OR LAN 00/Ml AML. £249 

BERMUDA £449 PHOENIX. £299 

BOSTON £399 PHILADELPHIA £199 

CHARLOTTE £249 PITTSBURG £249 

DALLAS £269 SAN DIEGO £299 

DENVER £299 SEATTLE £309 

LOS ANGELES/ TAMPA £269 

SAN FRANCISCO.£269 WASHINGTON £199 

NASSAU £399 £ 1 ( Sfc Ti jug 

NEWARK * £1 " r MT? r §§ 

NEW YORK £199 IATA 

ftt 0171 370 3671 

Free Fax: 0500 765656 

e-mail: sales@zaktravel.co.uk 

OPEN SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 


umm 

Jmr 


Montreal £199 

Oired {fights on Omada3WJ0 


Toronto 

Ottawa 

Halifax 

Vancouver 

Winnipeg 

Calgary 

edmonton 




OPEN TODAY 


v/wvv.ca rjadian-affair.com 
l\'QUDcS Air! FORT TAX. 


0171 616 9999 

0141 876 4400 

0161 832 4000 
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FLIGHTBOOKERS 



Flights 

BOSTON fr 
FLORIDA 
CHICAGO 
CALIFORNIA 
LAS VEGAS 



CM for mare desMtare. 

£204 

AUSTRALIA fr 

£534 

£214 

BANGKOK 

£387 

£243 

HONG KONG 

£359 

£263 

JO’BURG 

£312 

£274 

NAIROBI 

£298 
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Worldwide 

0171 730 Sill 


Eutope 

0171 730 3402 


N. Amcri CA 

0171 730 2101 


52 Grosvenor Gardens. London SW1 (opp Victoria e) 


Manchciler 

Q161 273 1721 

Birmingham 

0121 4141348 


Orrjtol 

0117 929 2494 

Brighton 

01273 570 226 


Scotland 

0131 668 3303 

Cambridge 

01223 324 283 



* STA TRAVEL * 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG I N D E PE N D E N T TR A VE L 
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Hong Kong 

£310 
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£379 
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£127 
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£158 

Sngapore 

£348 
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£499 
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£132 
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£209 

Bangkok 

£359 
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£499 

1 LATIN 

AMERICA SPECIALS 1 

10% 
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i ACCOMMODATION • CAR HIRE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 361 6160 
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STA Travel do aot charge lor credit card bookings wjnr.itairaifl.ca.uL 


STA TRAVEL 


Greece 



Awidtfae mivei ' 
ijuitir)- bo&day- to lesser 


C1ALIST 

REECE 

hehtditgAnaBa 
fdMFloMi 
i dFbfrk* 


tedbag md W «m 

81-847-4748 

iNbnni 
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RLOXBJIA for Greco-Bos. Escape 
pkg8; Mainland & unusual tolas. 
AlD)28l7ArtO 01422 375993 

THE INDEPENDENT recommends 
Purs Crete. S/e village houses, 
spring flowers, breathtaking 
scenery and empty beaches. 
0181 780 0879 Mel 7757 AITO 


TSiera era s2li: 
ia£s cf fSrsscs 
;assl WDScasag cc is 
Ciscot^TecS. 

>bu can SM dWMr the red 
Greece. We hare tradtkmai 


the «Bages of Parga and Stoupa 
and on the Hands ot HaHd. 
LSSVO). Creta Corfu ZafcvrtMK, 
Lefkade. Rhodes and Cyprus. 
Flgte from Gtawtcb, Monchesier 
and Oasgow. Cat tor a brochure. 

0181 785 1234 


D 


1 Greek Islands Gub 

I Villa boiicbys for 
those who want 
to escape the crowds 
in style and comfort. 
9w»« tn*Ok>C»iuMA 
Zmnhs • Knot • Cdsu • Snoct 
Snows • Sdbos -A asos • Ceti 
F or a hroebure telephone: 

0181 568 6838 

httpV/www.vtfi.eo.ub/viRa*/ 
.saTA vj«sj atol "i *rrrd 


//Don't forget 
to mentioriC,/ 
T7ie Independent?* 
rj,..when replying 
i adverts £j 


www.flightbookers.net 


DRIVE THE PACIFIC 

Drive from Los Angeles & wind your way down 
San Luis Obispo. Monterey, finishing In San Francisco. 
Includes fits, 1 wk car hire & accom 
based on twin share. Call lor details. 


£499 


'SSJff IATA _ 
Subject to availability 


H OPEN 7 DAYS 

Credit card surcharges. 


s 0171 757 2327 

Gatwidc Branch 01293 568 300 




BRITISH AIRWAYS 
Preferred Afienc 


Special Interest Holidays 


Special Interest Holidays 


FROM A TO M ON TO N.Z. 


From Austria to Morocco ad on to New Zealand via all the interesting places that 
span the globe! Join one of our friendly led walking parties - each graded to suit 
your ability - an see our wonderful world close at hand. From sightseeing on foot 
in cities, day rambles through enjoyable countryside to challenging walking in the 
hills and mountains, there is something for everyone. 

RAMBLERS HOLIDAYS: 24 hour brochure line: 01707 339039 

2 Church Rd (Box 43), Welwyn Garden, ALB 6PQ 

Tel: 01707 331133 Fax: 01707 333276 E-mail: ramfiols@diaI.pipex.com Established 194€ 


V522± 



INDIA ■ CHINA • HIMALAYAS 
CENTRAL & SOUTH EAST ASII 


ADVENTUROUS 
JOURNEYS 


For brochures 
call 

0131 - 
742 3049 


742 3049 X * 

14 Bartey Kcw P-issage. London W4 4 PH E-m&f: infoCinaginatlvo-traL 






‘ ' the himalaya 

pe.'iFr. • r.-c-ks • raft.ng • Slkmg • a.lri:.'.e ■ cult'.ir? 

J V 0181 943 3065 




b-tpok* huTdays 

Dill 747 >315 

Ftgtyianty 

01817473108 

JU Moncknbr 

0161 832 1441 

Journey 

Latin 

America 


COSTARICA 

r-i c:k ~ LATIN A^BilCA. 


& 


WidiXf*, »n Savona inj Ausina < 
Pree brochure \r/ym ■ 

| Benrj 9»cy<:le£ V/gllniQ Toi»rs | 

1 * tfVWvj 


-AITO ATOL 7867- 


USA 


Ji 


JOURS ^SAFARIS 

Simply the best for 
tailored holidays in: 

DOT WAN A 
ZAMBIA ft MALAWI 
NAMIBIA. LUANDA. 
ZIMi:-\nwE 
SOI 1 ’] H AFRICA 
TAN7.A\fA. INDIAN 
L'lT. W ISLANDS. 
MADAIiASLAR 
Tel: 0181 343 3283 

I4IC3 mBit II 





Spend a tree h n Sharm B 
Sf***h on the Egyptian Red 
Sea coast and „u r expert 
instructors w ft teach you to 
he a sato and confidant dhrer 


£3 99 


'wMTsnow 


*« *re» fafe t mn 

foR A Bfrocuupg 
CAU 0I7S3 681999 

e * Wgrl ATOL tABTA V3U3 



NEW^GLAND Counuy houaffi u, 
vomrant & cotUgos an Mairra 
««L OWM 281431 ATOL 37m 


Ontario. Far from stili life ohotGsmhv. 


Ontario. The perfect blend of action-packed, stylish dties 
and remarkable natural wonders. It is a land of stunning 
contrasts. Toronto, full of vitality, culture and history, is 
borne to the world's tallest building • the CN Tower - and 


tbe start of the longest street in the world. The lively dues 
give way to breathtaking countryside, stunning lakes and 
tbe awe-inspiring spectacles of Niagara Falls and tbe 
Algonquin Provincial Park - a nature reserve almost the 


r o 1 

size of Wales. In fad, there's so much more to discover 
in Ontario, you'll dream of returning again and again in 
capture more of Its mam and varied wonders. 


All Canada 

T R A V EL-g-.H OLID AYS 

For more information, or to 
speak to someone who has 
aauaUy travelled la Ontario call 

0990 434 434 

Quote ref: !S1 

ONTM^o 

www.ontirio.cn.uk 
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Kiss your way around the world 
- and you could win a prize 

Romance is the theme for the travel section’s annual Christmas quiz. Whether you search the world looking for Mr or Ms 
Right, or have already found the ideal travelling companion, this is the only quiz with awards for ardour and romance 

T here are 20 Alanis Morissette, “Thank U”. (aj Darling Down, Australia (b) Lake Charm BUD in Hungary and JED in 

questions, and a tie- includes the line “thank you rt>) Intercourse, Pennsylvania <c> Smooch River Saudi Arabia, DEL in India ant 

break that asks the India". But where is Ms ic> Climax, Canada DEN in Colorado, not to mentii 

crucial question; Morissette from? 17. Which one of these is made IAN, BOB and SYD. But if she 

where would you (a) Mumbai 13. which French town; “If up? wanted to journey from such S 

most like to be (h) Miitnn Kevnes naraHico idu half ac " ta\ T nnna Nom Movim tn find vpt Another MAN. whirl 


b e 11 

g - ^*i 


T here are 20 

questions, and a tie- 
break that asks the 
crucial question; 
where would you 
most like to be 

kissed? The six winners can look 
forward to a copy of Lonely 
Planet’s Brief Encounters: 
Stories of Love, Sex and Travel 
Send your answers on a plain 
(or, if you prefer, scented) piece 
of paper to: Kiss Chase, Ttavel 
Desk, The Independent, One 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf. 
London EI4 5DL. The closing 
date is Friday 8 January (but in 
fact if your entry doesn't arrive 
until first post on Monday 11 
January it’ll be fine). 

1. Men are from Mars, women 
are from Venus - but which of 
these locations is furthest from 
Eros in Piccadilly Circus? 

<a> Eras, Louisiana 

(b) Mars, Pennsylvania 

(ci Venus Beach, South Australia 

2. In which US location would 
the ageing popster Gary Puckett 
most appropriately find true love 
with a Young Girl? 

(a) Union City, Tennessee 
(b) Union Grove. Illinois 
(c) Union Gap, Washington 

3. “Chanson d’Amour" was 
recorded by which band? 

(a) New York Dolls 
(b) Manhattan Transfer 
ic) Pasadena Roof Orchestra 

4. Which of these is closest to 
Bethlehem? 

(a) Virginia Water; Surrey 
(b) West Vir ginia, US 
(c> Virgin Islands, Caribbean 

S. The latest hit from heart-throb 


Alanis Morissette, “Thank U”. 
includes the line “thank you 
India”. But where is Ms 
Morissette from? 

(a) Mumbai 

(b) Milton Keynes 
to Montreal 

6. River deep, mountain high; 
one of these geographical 
features is a lull, while the other 
two are rivers. Name the 
summit; 

(a) You. China 

<b) Pasion, Guatemala 

(ci Yes. England 

7. In which South American 
country would a guy find 
Success. Paradise, Friendship 
and OgJe? 

(a) Paraguay 

(b) Guyana 
<0 Uruguay 

8. Which no-frills airline is 
commemorated in the original of 
Fairport Convention's 1969 hit, 

“Si Th Dois Partir”, and in the 
Moody Blues' first hit? 

fa) AB Airlines 

(b) Ryanair 
(ci Go 

9. And which is alluded to in one 
of Lionel Richie's drearier 
ballads? 

(a) Debonair 
(b> Virgin Express 

(c) easyJet 

10. Wedding is in Germany and 
Blessing is in Texas. So where is 
Fbnt? 

(a) Britain 
(b> Jordan 

(c> Israel $5* 

11. Which location is at the heart 
of the Amish community? 


(al Darling Down, Australia 

(b) Intercourse, Pennsylvania 

(c) Climax, Canada 

13. Which French town; “If 
paradise was half as...” 

(a i Nancy 
<bi Condom 
(c) Nice 

14. Which road is named in the 
song that provided the title for 




(b) Lake Charm 
tc) Smooch River 

17. Which one of these is made 
up? 

(a) Loving, New Mexico 

(b) Pretty Prairie, Kansas 
tc) Raunchy, Nebraska 

Three places: ia) Hope, 
Derbyshire; (b) Desire, 
Louisiana; (c) Happy, Texas. 


BUD in Hungary and JED in 
Saudi Arabia, DEL in India and 
DEN in Colorado, not to mention 
IAN. BOB and SYD. But if she 
wanted to journey from such SIN 
to find yet another MAN, which 
airline should she use? 

Tie-break: complete the 
following in 12 words or fewer 
The place where I would most 
like to be kissed is... 

Usual Independent Newspapers 
pic rules apply. The travel 
editor's decision is finaL 
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yr the 
/Fairground 
/ Attraction album 
“First of a million kisses”? 

(a) Lovers' Lane 
/(b) The M25 

w (c) Westway [the A40 CM>] 

15. Which of these is not a peak 
in Victoria, Australia? 

ta) Mt Beauty 

(b) Mt Difficult 

(c) Mt Adorable 

16. And, in the same part of the 
worid, which of these is genuine? 
(a) Petting Pond 


Two 

questions: 

18. Which was the 
stamping ground of 
Tennessee 
Williams? 

19. and Alfred Lord 
Byron? 

20. SUE. from 
Sturgeon Bay. 
Wisconsin, is rather 
LAX in her morals. 
She has a LAD in 
almost every airport: 


? mi 

vJn -3. J 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


CLASSIFIED: PERSONAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


*31 i 






«"• Year 

^ y,mr beSt fiver. 




Make a love-life revolution your New Year's 
resolution. II you don't want 10 start 1999 
alone, try the personals. Simply call the 
number below to place your FREE ad and 
make a resolution it pays 10 stick to. 

PLACE YOUR FREE AD TODAY 

0800 216 350 

YoicepersoSalsf 


Vbtca Personals* tftpaan eodi week in The Independent on Saturday and in The Independent on Swdoy 


Both N amen ano ns cal to place if* advsfiSBtnert aw Me. haew* odwrtjwn 
rammi Btsse artaa oBwr sente BwflW! lor dBBfc d Mflr cnw|j06. Til* s 
puUcmui a you respond B nr aOxettm «no nas n« ntxraM a moct p 


rnea a nemo) HT psmun rate of 5Dn per Mua tor mesMge ] 
»T is aunglr enawegaf to mean a tea grama » I 
. a nwnMOB. _] 


iiuy^am^iiU: 1 


4;: 


0897 554 556 


to respond to any ad. Calls cost 
the normal BT premium rate of 
£1 per minute at all times 



SEARCH IN LONDON 

Pietty. nreftgam. afleatonete, tunny, 

vrefl-aducaied Female. 30s. seeks omflor 

mate, to Be together. gjijj 

NEW YEAR - NEW START 
Friendly, outgoing female. SE*. aflm- 
trash. enjoys lots of thngs. wtfl sy any- 
thing once, seeks outgo#*. conaderare 
man. 48-S5tsti. 5'iD*. kx wendsNpfraa- 
UonsHtx Cotu^WgrM/Gtcucs'SttTOuntl 

TT4306 

RUSSIAN LADY 

Attractive, Monde, educated. ml. 

Russon lady. 42. stes 10, London 
based, seeks mteUgera mete, mto the 
arts. must. countrysWa, tat love, 
romance and possbfe manage. 

TT4QT9 

SEARCH IN LONDON 

Pretty. WtflgBnL aftecBorvne. tunny, 

wefl-educatad temala. 30s, seeks onto 

mate, lor Ufa tooettiai ‘BMiSfi 

LONDON LADY, MUWOa 
Early widow, books special gentleman, 
ta waul male, lo wend me new yew 
with ano Oavond. 1T4175 


with ano Qavond. 1T4175 
CLASSY BRUNETTE 
Prtfesaonal, attractive. netogen. an- 
cessW. sMm female. *Os. into theatre, 
racket sports, keep-tin, seeks taO. attrac- 
tive. confident, successful male, ^Os. tor 
tnendsrap, possbta letetionshtp. Hamel 

Hempstead area g43t7 

SOUTHEAST BASED 
Do you Me gouig to an gaitenes. classi- 
cal concerts and Swaimv tt so, than tu 
least wo Hove something m common. 
Sim. tt, autaum-haeed lady. 46, seeks 
Inrgfljqem mate g43Q5 
COUNTRYSIDE LOVER 
Anracave. txktay. rjyfetv. caring, roman- 
tic. independent, graduate, professional 
lady. ft's, tavue meave. music, dmner 
paiiiQS. country pursutts. ganfenuig. 
naiBesL seeks honea. artcutate male, 
4fi-65. sknto interests, for tun. Inend- 

shp? Cemha area. g417B 

WISHFULLY YOURS 
RWbtkB. sfricena. warm-hearted temnla. 
dm, prasentable and ytuthtU. GSOH, 
teaks kind, sensitive, setvem. protea- 
sonaf male, 60+. any netionaGty. tor 
Irtendshtp. respect, love and affection. 

Luxtan area !T4t76 

SRARKLE 

S u wtnM tndan lady. 34. sensitive, 
honest, arKcuaie ana anractm. seeks 
sankar. prafecaonal male. In or eround 

London. gai74 

□EAR SANTA 

Wann. feMSgern, humomus woman. -M). 
would ton a warm. Wendy. InteNgent 
man m her stocking, who wants tier. 
g4m 


CHRISTMAS QUEST 
indopendera. pebte. prefassksnal 
woman, 45, loves music, visual arts, Id- 
ode walks, travel, good lood and fun 
socialising, seeks tafl. warn, sensitive 
and sincere man to share Heflove and 
lartstel iWia 
SSKMQ SOMEONE SPECIAL 
AnracUvo, warm-neaned. conflctam 
tamale, 40. Ikes Ujte. cmema. easng 
out tasimg places of mlerest, weekends 
away, seeks aaswaing. independam 
male, medhan bufc. no hang-ips. tot 
friendship, posdbfe lotadardip. 

TfSlBI 

CHAMiEL BLANDS BASH3, 

WLL TRAVEL) 

Warm, wdcoui spirited and rayfah 
bionaa. 40, enjoys vcuai arts, dossier 
music, good food and wine, skiing, 
salting end more, sacks taB, 
advetmaous and coflond msi of 


LAST CHANCE BBKXE l_ 

-iuy a dogl Busy, professional woman. 
40a. wbft neglected soft carve, seeks 
man. 40-50s, wan no unreaotved tag- 
gage. lor talking, taurtm. Belong and 
taiehinp. Hamjslwe/Wea Sussex. 

FAIRYTALE 

BtondaibiiB-eyed primes, lonely m her 
tower, awaits to*, strong pmea ta res- 
cue her. if you re aged 3S* and betove 
Umy tales can coma toe. phone me. 
Warceeter-shm/WesI UHtoKte oniy 

TT4123 

WANTED: HAN WITH HORSES 
Qoff dubs and GSOH. It you don't meet 
requirements, but hove other attributes. 

1 night reconsider, « you make me 
laugh. Itn a mBChtamus VOL 38, tom 

Ilia South. BT4127 

TOWN AND COUNTHY 
BubUy. well -spoken, petoe Honda. 
seeks chep. Z8-40. » eak down ecnvr- 
les, wafc across north and onjoy inner 

in London whh. *04 167 

RERY REDHEAD 

Bhie-oynd female. 36. sflm, very attrac- 
bve, seeks anrachve mala. 25-35. into 
sport, music, books, Nm& Genuine, 
comuderate oecpla only please. P4i 62 
LOOKING FOR YOU 
Veneunen, taiaeen. Kendal tamale. 34. 
NTS. seeks male. 30-40. Who enjoys 
potties, movies, welang. travel, anvlron- 
mental tesuee. anknai wettere. g4tio 
ORGANIC VEGETARIAN 
Female writer, late 30a. Hvtna In Lonitan, 
seeks crsBOve. NfS. vogmartan male, 
any agwrace, kj share teal toodi*nng'. 
TT4017 


Witty, independent, some times qute. 
an reflective, anractrve <a«man. 44, 5V. 
Hkas Snoke-speane. FralBer, SeBfenl. The 
test show, dkakes in® arehers, and 
shopping, seeks NrS male, to contem- 

niaie fife posatoMlkii. P41B3 

LOOKING FOR YOU 

Female. 35. seeks mala. 40+. geraine. 

tor friendship fret Letoeerefr 

NonhamnionsfWB. g4163 


TENDER-HEARTED 
Warmnatwed. sensitive, artstto woman, 
unversiiy lecBirer. late 40s. seeks tender- 
hearted. wefl^ducai-ed sou mate, to 
share love ol the as. and Da Scan 

East TT4I --) 

WIDOWED LADY 

Early 50s. anmal lover, tn^oys theatre, 
travel, must wafts, eating tntouL seeks 
gentfeman. sumuir interests, lor 
mondshp. W4177 . 



Independent Hearts 


80ULIIAN 

Whne male. 33. 5'itr. sflm, shon 
browntohie. Bees soul music, RAB. reed- 
ing. wTdng. pubs, seeks sflm female. 
35-35, ta Inendsftp. posetote retason- 
ship. South London. g4agp 


Ship. South London. HT4Z90 

MUST BE MORE TO LIFE THAN— 
-Mai Tad. professional gsnl, 37. enjoys 
smpte pleasures, seeks attractive, on- 
going. carefree lady, to share ihe 
goodmol so good inngs m He. 
S-ottg.Shreo&Weei PAdtamfc. "B* 1 5fl 
EUROPEAN DAD 
Mata. 40, seeks female, to put some 

soariJn back Tim to. 

FRESH NEW YEAR! 

Good-looking, professorial male. 31. 
5'ltr. seeks skinny tag taid. bubbly 
fteiMiB. any aga/osou. tt you leave a 
message I pronuse to get back to you. 

1T4IB2 

FIRST TBK-ADVERTtSER 
Attractive mala, young 35. 5'ltr, sflm. 
artcUate. leva), tlnaie, easygorng, 
sensitive, carmg. many toesreste. seeks 
omiar attractive lady. 25-35, MS. tar 
friendslBp and romance, kid Devon 

area. P4i2t 

VERY ATTRACTIVE IRISHMAN 
Profeesaoraf male. 38. london-based. 
seeks attractive. Profofismnal lady. 30- 

40. "04238 

SOCTSNTH MAY 1B90 
Astrology enervated Scorpn male. 56. 
seeks possible best soul mote, stansh. 

Taunan WyaaS- !T42ge 

ROCK UTAH 

North London iiMld, seeks n- — 
Inerestmg tamale. 20-30, mua i*e 
music, toeranre. mghte out food, drrti 

eE.g4g89 

HI THERE! 

Male, 34. GSOH. no rock dmbmg. bik- 
ing. sports, outdoor pursuits, occasional 
art, cubing, rtghxs in, reatflng. seeks 
BuEtanded famefe. for fnendthp- poss>- 
bla rttoBotEhlp. tT4l6B 
FRENCHMAN 

Tad. white male, browntamm. new to 
London. Bras dubs, restaurants, stoves 
n the countryside, seeks stellar under ■ 
starting, single female. 3S-3--1 
btaidafafcie. tor Iriendstiio. g4306 


SOUTH AMERICAN 
Mata. 31 , looking good. Uadv bias*, 
inrefliganL responsible, enjoys resting, 
fltms. good conversation, dancfeg, films, 
theatre etc. seeks tamale, amiar mter- 
flSB, to enjoy flte with. g4156 
I COULD BE YOUR UAN 
Very good-tooWng prince. 34. 6T. archl- 
Ifld, riisionan and tactuBr. eiyoys 
humanriias, arts and soccd soences. 
stogie, very handsome. Mesfcwranean- 
looung. dorkderK fiL seeks speoaL 

anrachv® female. gJt56 

KINDRED SPIRIT 

Happy, successful kmd. mterasttog, to. 
prctessonal male, seeks lowng. bnght. 
sBn Owned tady. 30-45, to share «e. 

•g-'-'BO 

COMPANY DIRECTOR 
Whne male, early 30s. enjoys travel, 
mptairg new ptaoos. cmema. theatre, 
eating out etc. seeks mtafcgent, culturad 
tarneta, 27-36. who ftes » treated Eke a 


't'iTED HJmON 

Caring mate, rrth GSOH, enjoys the 
good thtogs m Be. seeks stouttt female. 

for friendship. g4301 

PYCMALLIAN SEEKS GALLOT1ER 
Asian mate. 28. BteraL sunny, Muaflm. 

marker professional. Cambrit^o-Oasad. 

daasnai naratura kwee. seeks female, 
stouter agetaack ground, tor friendship. 


VERY ATTRACTIVE IRISHMAN 
Piutesstonal male. 38. London-baaed, 
seeks awardne. Profecs-fenal lady. 30- 

4Q.tt423H 

RECKLESS 

Hopefully handsome defi rarefy wamv 
heened mole. 24. seeks fnendshgi. poe- 
stay romance, with an older lady, to 
Stave olf the winter enfc. Londcn/South. 

tJ4ii9 

RARE STEAK 

From good perfigroe. raised on green 
pa su nea. experience of urban grazmg. 
now approociwig manaity. early 40s, 
shon cfl feminine, firm, bngfn 
tanakyeartHy mushroom with peppery 
watercress cnarader b compfeta the 
dfeh g4l2fl 
SINGLE AGAIN 

Male. 33. seeks female, 20-35. N/S, tnu 

cinema. musKais. counvysoetoanis. 

socfelteino YT4165 

HANDSOME MAN 

Male. 24. 6T. retted Ctvppenaae. 

seeks tie Ctnppoioner. In order to rerfls- 

ccnmr tts fintt tangs in fta Camnbuy. 

g4tia 

HI THERE! 

Mala. 35. blond, shmiatofeK build, race 
looks, seeks slim, onraemre tamata. tB- 
40. ta hm and eacaeiTienL London 

7T4S40 

LOOKMG FOR FUN 
angle mate. TO. seeks lady to partner 
tan to couptas pubs and parties m 
London. Would love to hear from any 
aOwurous lady, ago urumportara. 
•g4124 


RELATIONSHIP 

Black male. 48. youtg-foaktog. tekette. 
race personefty. seeks attractive white 
I entile. 30-1Q./98 tor fllendshprretaBOn- 

Bhig ^41 26 

UrmOFESSKN/U. 

Unanraahrg. insincere, false male. 60. 
no SOH. seeks dsstoder female, to 
love and to hold. Glasgow g4305 
LOOKING FOR YOU 
Aslan mate, TO, loves gardening, coun- 
tryside. theatre, dnema. seeks mtsrasa- 

Hw tenttie. tor romance. IT 4300 

ROBW HOOD SEEKS MAID MARION 
Mate. 38, SMI*, sflm and 6L mo fresh 
ab and toe spirit ol the loresL seeks 
tomato for Bfenrfchp, posable nefcdtan- 


ATTRACT1VE PROFESSIONAL 
Romantic male, young 66. seeks amac- 
tive, warm temjto. bte 30s to early 40s. 
smoker, tot relationship. East Wtflands 

'B‘4157 

LATE FORA RAWLY 

sum male. AOs. FT", enfeys 40t and 

80s music, soaks tomato, in net 40s. for 

Me nartnerehta. 7T4tni 

GOOO-LOOKWa SUCCESSFUL 
PretessiorisL late 20s. seeks mtefligenL 
attractive woman, tor 
mendshWcompany over Chnstmas 
London. 94117 


VBTY ATTRACTIVE 
Handsome, wren mala. 39. todepen- 
dere. bufenessman. pased-Westtondon. 
seeks very ro mant ic lady. 2CM0. 


GBNJMEGUY 

Easygoing, friendly, caring male. 
VGSOH. al fnends married, safes: 
tamale. 40-50, GSOH. tor (rtondship. 
maybe more. TT4C1B 



LOOKING FOR LOVE 
Gay mate, 25. gocxFtooking. enjoys ctn- 
ema. ttwatte, weflm. seeks similar guy. 
omiar age. tor a i- 2 -i relationship 
P4291 
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personals 
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‘Real Life’ section of 
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every week 



CREATING PEOPLE CHEMISTRY 

|The Introduction Agency for the intelligent, crticulcie on 
‘.veil edt'CPled. 10,000 members nation-wide must be 
right ! Choose from our enfire actcbcse before you 
decide. Enjoy over 200 events and holideys. 

Cell for c Free information Peck on 0300 342 3CC0 
3:30am -i0:30cm 7days o wl< or write to 
FREEPOST 3C5 London EC! 6 ?SY 


Lots j 

of lovel 

■*r Gil 


RICHMOND, KINGSTON, 

weybridge: 

Mskc 7, Dite is yocr iodai voice rraii dating sysceni. 

Ca.l 0800 0560 580 row. 

Why wait: 

EXFERT 24 HOUR READINGS if 

WORLDS BESTl 

00030 
ok 36 36 55]| 



, V -; 

F* o.t T ‘ .'C 

-nr<* 


WHY PAY 


Dateline 

“The U.K. *s largest 
agency— 

Tn Independent 
For flee dateib in M b tah ae 
conftdcace: Dept X, DuibHde. 
*fen f A«lM,L<nfoP W85AL 


man talh 

Cnv chat S date 
210 Lines APreta 

on M 

line nc-v 

^ 0171 915 60 60 

' 08 39 11 22 02 



^5 * ups tit 1 

0894 88 J6 3 

CALLS COST ONLrapPER Mil 
&Ut £F 
0990 09 09 m 

CAliS COST H10M ONLY^Vf 12p PER MIN 
XCIUNRES RISRKT POBmrHeGUURmD GUI OR 



To advertise in 
this section please call the 

Personal Team 
on 0171 293 2347. 


Tiv. UV.Hd ii M.-.M < 

Kfvclilinsl Crimp < lurl. Line 

01714580001 

Guvs Call: 

0991 100 631 

Gay/Bi Call: 

0660 25 00 50 



jpg 









A /V 


IT t"if nr i n mn 


Z4/Llb 1 liNLrb 


THE WEEKEND REVIEW 


**9*\ 

.-. ■=«•• 

■ r-M 

■ w- -4» 


new Films 


The Independent recommend 
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THE APPLE (SIB) (PG) 

Director. Samirah Makhmalbaf 
Starring: Massoumeh Naderi, Zahra Naderi 
Seventeen-year-old MakhmatoaTs precocious d&ut 
stages a recreation of the true-life fortunes of Iran's 
Naderi sisters, raised in seclusion fay their parents 
before being set loose by a visiting social worker 
From first to last. The Apple is tinged with a sense 
ofwondec steering a quiet course from one startling 
visual motif to the next. Part door-drama, part 
rites-of-passagg table, this is a luminous missive from 
a burgeoning Iranian film scene. 

Limited Release 


THE MIGHTY (PG) 

Director, peter Chetsom 
Starring: Sharon Stone, Gillian Anderson 
Peter Chelsom's The Mighty treads through familiar 
coming- of-age country with its tale of two outcast 
kids lone fat, one sickly) in a storybook fSnrinnati 
Stolid and a tad predictable, tho ugh there’s a 
glimm er of soul showing through. Sharon and 
The X-FUes' Gillian Anderson cope well in what 
basically amount to supporting roles. 

Countryuride 


THE THREE BEST FILMS 


The three best plays 


Ana (PG) 

Computer-animated comedy voiced by a stellar cast stars Woody Allen 
as a worker ant who becomes an unlikely opponent of the colony's total- 
itarian regime. Good fun, and Allen’s best work in a while. 


ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

Director. Tony Scott 

Starring: Will Smith. Gene Hackman 

Will Smith’s fall-guy DA teams up with Gene 

Hackman’s pensioned- off Pentagon warhorse, probes 

a political cover-up and gets embroiled in all manner 
of Big Brother-type trouble. Directed with his 
trademark gloss by Top Gun's Tbny Scott. Enemy <rf 
the State comes on as The Conversation on steroids. 
A top-drawer cast (including Jon Vnght, Ian Hart and 
Gabriel Byrne) weaves in and out of the hi-tech 
imagery and adrenaiised chase scenes. 
Countrywide 


WHAT DREAMS MAY COME (15) 

Director Vincent Ward 
Starring: Robin Williams, Annabella Sciorra 
Along comes Christmas, and out comes What 
Dreams May Come, the corn-fed love-child of It’s a 
Wonderful Life and Ghost; this is an over-glazed 
turkey with afl the trimmings. Wiliams perfects a 
lopsided simper as the dead chappie who leaves a 
cod-impressionist heaven, to jet southward to 
rescue his suicide-bride (Sciorra) from a Gothic heO. 
Elephantine art-design runs rampant over the wispy 
pfotiine. The metaphysical conceits arrive with a heavy 
dusting of sugar: 

Countryuride 



Out Of Sight (15) 
This tale of love on 
opposite sides of the law 
knocks spots off every 
previous Elmore Leonard 
adaptation, and boasts 
in George Clooney and 
Jennifer Lopez (left) 
the swoontesx romantic 
pairin g of the whole 
dnonadcjear. 


Love Upon the Throne 

Comedy Theatre 
The rww and Diana story (well, 
up to the divorce) presented by 
the National Theatre of Brent (all 
two of them, ri&u). Very funny and 
oddly touching. 


A Month In the Country 

Swan Theatre. Stratford 
A conjunction of two great artists 
«n h cultures. Ireland’s finest living 
dramatist, Brian Friel, adapts 
Utrgccev’s proto-Chekhovian comedy. 


Slums of Beverly Hills (1 5] 

Tamara Jenkins' feature d&nu is a modest but winning riies-of-passage 
movie about a family coping with poverty in Los Angeles's richest suburb. 
Alan Atkin gives an acting masterclass as the d ad . 





H indie Wakes 

Royal Exchange. 

Manchester 
Spectacularly refurbished after the 

1996 bombing, this theatre bounces back in fine resilient form with the 
excellent pro du c ti on which had to be aborted then. To 9 Jan 


Anthony Quinn 


Paul Taylor 


Xan Brooks 


GENERAL RELEASE 


ANTZ (PG) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 


BABE: PIG IN THE CITY <U) 

In the follow-up to Babe, knockabout comedy is 
kept to a minim um in favour of a bleak animatronic 
fairytale, as the “sheep-pig” hits the city. 


ELIZABETH (15) 

Shekhar Kapur’s follow-up to Bandit Queen is the 
story of a female figurehead struggling to succeed 
in a male world. 


THE BOYS (18) 

Out of jail after serving a sentence for grievous 
bodily harm, oldest “boy” Brett Sprague (David 
Wenham) moves back into his mum's drab suburban 
borne, terrorises his girlfriend and turns his younger 
brothers into petty henchmen. The Boys spotlights 
the downside of life Down Under - it's potent, 
predatory stuff 


THE EXORCIST (25TH ANNIVERSARY 
RERELEASE) (28> 

77ie£rorcistisacreaturecoiKh'tionedltyrumourand 
hearsay. Pull it into toe light, though, and Friedkin’S 
seminal horror is still efficiently terrifying. 


THE MASK OF ZORRO (PG) 

This gaudy swashbuckler gallops full speed through 
19th-century California in toe company of Antonio 
Banderas’s authentically Hispanic do-gooder 


OUT OF SIGHT (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 


DANCING AT LUGHNASA (PG) 

Less a dance, more of a trudge, this Ireland-set 
saga is given backbone by Meryl Streep's regal 
performance. The ever-watchable Michael Gambon 
is toe homecoming brother. Kathy Burke. Catherine 
McCormack and Brid Brennan also feature. 


FEAR AND LOATHING IN LAS VEGAS (18) 
Terry Gilliam’s adaptation tilts at Ralph Steadman 
cartoonery for its tale of a drug-fuelled journalistic 
assignment The film soon descends into a carnival 
of narcotic lunacy and the one stand-out is Johnny 
Depp - who brings Hunter S Thompson into bald- 
headed. pigeon-toed life: 


MU LAN (U) 

Disney’s animated feature has a pro-active heroine; 
a strong fatoer/daughter relationship; honour and 
nobility; and, of course, cross-dressing. It’s also one of 
Disney’s most visually innovative movies. 


THE PARENT TRAP CP G) 

Disney re-heats its 1961 Harley Mills heart-warmer 
into a spiy, cross-cultural caper starring Lindsay 
Lohan as the separated-at-birth twin sisters 
determined to get their parents back together 


Claude Monet and photographed by David Leatf*. The 
end result winds up as The Ten Commandments by 
way of Joseph and his Technicolor DreamcoaL . 


BONIN (15) 

John Frankenheimer’s 40 years as a director lend an 
air of knackered resignation to this tired espionage 
thriller about a gang of mercenaries. 


MY NAME IS JOE (15) 

Ken Loach’s social-realist drama tells the tale of Joe 
(PeterMuIIan), a recovering alcoholic. My Name is Joe 
brilliantly spotlights the groping hopes and thwarted 
ambitions of a Britain caught below toe poverty fine. 


THE PHILADELPHIA STORY OJ) 

George Cukor's romantic comedy has a strange 
and mefencboty heart and Katharine Hepburn's 
unsatisfied heiress sheds real tears. 


ITS A WONDERFUL LIFE (U) 

A freshly restored print of Frank Cora's classic means 
audiences have a rare chance to appreciate toe film’s 
fine black-and-white photography on the big screea 


THE NEGOTIATOR 05) 

Samuel L Jackson and Kevin Spacey go head to head 
in Gray’s drama The script has a predilection for 
lunk-headed swearing that sounds uneasy in the 
mouths of such articulate, rhetorical performers. 


PLAYING GOD (18) 

(Bossy but garbled thriller about a junkie doctor 
(David Dnchovny) mixed up with a gang of 
counterfeiters headed fay a hammv Thn Hutton. 


ROUNDERS (15) 

John Dahl's pokerdub thriller is not a great comeback 
for toe director of The Last Seduction, but it is certainly 
an improvement on his last film, the eminently 
forgettable Urtfbrgettable. 


THE PRINCE OF EGYPT ft) 

In planning his cartoon fife of Moses, DreamWorks 
honcho Jeffrey Katzenberg envisaged it “painted by 


RUSH HOUR (15) 

Jackie Chan and Chris Dicker star in this hit-and- 
miss affair, which mixes Hong Kong action with an 
LA backdrop and a wisecracking black comic. 


SLUMS OF BEVERLY HILLS (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 


Cinema 


COUNTRYWIDE 


ABERDEEN 

VIRGIN (0541-202050). Babe: Pig in the 
City (U); Mulan |U): Out of Sight (15): 
Blade (13): The Mighty \PQ). What 
Dreams May Come (1 5); Enemy oF the 
State (15); Rush Hour (15); Star Trek: 
Insurrection (PG); Ana (PG): Air Bud (U): 
The Mask of Zorro (PG); The Prince of 
Egypt (U>: The Parent Trap (PG) 


BURY 

WARNER VILLAGE (01 61 -766 2*40): 
Blade (16): The Mighty (PG); Enemy of 
the State (1 5): The Mask of Zorro (PG); 
Star Trek: Insurrection (PG); Antz (PG): 
The Parent Trap (PG); Small Soldiers 
(PG): What Dreams May Come (15): 
Kudrat (NC): Mulan (U): Out of Sight 
( 1 5|; The Prince of Egypt (U): Babe: Pig 
in the City (U) 


BANGOR 

PLAZA (01 2*3-362059): Enemy of the 
State 1 15l; The Mask of Zorro (TO): The 
Parent Trap (PG) 


BARROIAMN-FURNESS 
APOLLO ASTRA (01229-325354); Star 
Trek: Insurrection (PG); Rudyard Kipling’s 
the Jungle Book (PG); Babe: Pig in the 
City (U): The Parent Trap (TO): The Mask 
of Zorro (TO): The Prince of Egypt iU): 
Saving Private Ryan (7 5): Enemy of the 
State (1 5): What Dreams May Come (1 5) 


CHELTENHAM 

ODEON (08705-050007): Dr Dolitcle 
(TO): Antz (PG): What Dreams May Come 
(15); Star Trek: Insurrection (TO): The 
Parent Trap (TO): Enemy of the State 
(15): Rush Hour (15): The Prince of 
Egypt (U): Saving Private Ryan (15): 
Bean (TO): The Mask of Zorro (TO): Out 
of Sight ( 1 5): Barney’s Great Adventure 
(U); Babe: Pig in the City (U) 


GATESHEAD 

UO 11 METROCENTKE (0990-888990): 
Out of Sight (15): Babe: Pig in the City 
(U): Mulan |U|; Ant* (PG): The Prince 
of Egypt (U); Jhooie Bole Kauwa Kaate 
(NC); There’s Something About Mary 
(15): What Dreams May Come (15); The 
Parent Trap (PG); The Negotiator (15); 
Star Trek: Insurrection (PG); Enemy of 
the State (1 5); Air Bud (U); Rush Hour 
(IS): Blade (18): The Mask of Zone (TO) 


WARNER VILLAGE (01 15-279 9855); 
Blade ( 1 8); Star Trek: Insurrection (PG): 
The Parent Trap (PG): Ana (TO): Mulan 
(U); Rush Hour (15); Babe: Pig in the City 
(U): Out of Sight (1 5); The Mask of Zor- 
ro (TO). Small Soldiers (TO): What 
Dreams May Come (15): Enemy of the 
State (15): The Prince of Egypt (U) 


ODEON (08705-050007); Star Trek: In- 
surrection (TO): What Dreams May Come 
(1 5): Rush Hour (1 5): The Mask of Zor- 
ro (TO): Enemy of the State (1 5): Babe: 


Pig in the Cty (U): The Prince of 
(li): Blade (18); The Parent Trap (i 


GLASGOW 

CALEDONIAN GROSVENOR (0141-339 
4298): The Secret of NIMH (U); Babe: 
Pig in the City (U): The Prince of Egypt 
(U); Enemy of the State (15): Star Trelc 
Insurrection (TO); The Parent Trap (PG) 


LIVERPOOL 

ABC ALLERTON (0151-724 3550); 
Star Trek: Insurrection (TO): Rush Hour 
1 15). Babe: Pig in the Gty (U) 


BIRMINGHAM 

MAC (0121-440 3838): The Exorcist 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease) (18): Ever 
After (PG); Sons of the Desert (aka Fra- 
ternally Yours) (NC); Mulan (U) 


CHESTER 

ODEON (01 244-3432 1 6); Babe: Pig in 
Che Gty (U): What Dreams May Come 
( 1 5): lost in Space (TO); The Parent Trap 
(PG); The Mask of Zorro (TO): Enemy 
oF the State (1 5): Rush Hour (1 5): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Scar Trek: Insur- 
rection (TO); Antz (TO) 


HALIFAX 

ABC (01422-352000): Star Trek: In- 
surrection (TO); Enemy of tire State (15): 
Babe: Pig in the Gty (U); The Prince of 
Egypt (U); Antz (TO): The Parent Trap 
(TO); What Dreams May Come (1 5) 


ODEON (08705-050007); The Mask of 
Zorro (TO): Babe: Pig in the Gty (U): 
What Dreams May Come (15): The 
Prince of Egypt (U); Star Trek: Insur- 
rection (TO); Rush Hour (1 5); The Par- 
ent Trap (PG): Enemy of the State (15) 


PRESTON 

Ud 10 (0950-888990): The Mask oF 
Zorro (PG): What Dreams May Come 
(15); The Soldier (Asian Fifcn} (NQ: Kuch 
Kuch Hota Hai (TO); The Parent Trap 
(TO): Rush Hour (15): Jhooie Bole 
Kauwa Kaate (NQ; Antz (PG): Babe: Pig 
in the Gty (U): Out of Sight ( 15): Mu- 
lan (U); Star Trek: Insurrection (PG); En- 
emy of the State (15): The Prince of 
Egypt (U) 


TAMWORTH 

UO 10 (0990-888990); Star Trek: In- 
surrection (PG): Ana (PG): Babe: Pig 
in the acy (U); The Parent Trap (PG); 
Enemy of the State (15); Rush Hour (1 5): 
Out of Sight (15): What Dreams May 
Come (I 5); The Mask of Zorro (PG): Mu- 
lan (U): Blade (181: Saving Private Ryan 
(IS); Small Soldiers (PG); The Prince of 
Egypt (U): Doll Sajake Rakhna (NQ 


COVENTRY 

WARWICK ARTS CENTRE (01203- 
524524) LA Confidential (18) Sat 4pm: 
also Sun 7.30pm Sliding Doors (1 5) Sat 
7.30pm; also Sun 4pm The Horse Whis- 
perer (PG) Mon, Wed 4pm; also Tue 
7.30pm The Gingerbread Man (15) 
Mon. Wed 7.30pm; also Tue 4pm 


PLAZA (0151-474 4076): The Parent 
Rap (TO): Enemy of the State (15): Star 
Trek: Insurrection (TO): Twilight (15): 
Babe: Pig in the Gty (U); Cousin Bette 
(15): The Prince of Egypt (UJ 


ODEON (08705-050007): Rush Hour 
(15); The Parent Trap (TO); The Mask 
of Zorro (PG): Blade (18): The Prince 
of Egypt (U); Out of Sight (1 5); Babe: 
Pig In the City (U); What Dreams May 
Come (1 5); Enemy of the State (1 5); Star 
Trek: Insurrection (TO); Ana (TO) 


CLYDEBANK 

UCI (0990-888990): Mulan (U): Ana 
(TO): My Name is Joe (15); What 
Dreams May Come (1 5); Rush Hour (1 5): 
The Parent Trap (TO): Kuch Kuch Hota 
Hai (PG): There’s Something About Mary 
(15): The Prince of Egypt (U); The Mask 
of Zorro (PG): Enemy of che State (1 5): 
Babe: Pig in the Gty (U): Out of Sight 
(15): The Negotiator (1 5): Air Bud (U): 
Star Trek: Insurrection (PG) 


HUDDERSFIELD 

UO (0990-888990): Rush Hour (15); 
Antz (PG); The Parent Trap (TO): Babe: 
Pig in the Gty (U): Blade (18): What 
Dreams May Come ( 1 5); Scar Trek: In- 
surrection (PG) . Enemy of the State (15): 
Mulan (U); The Mask of Zorro (TO): Kuch 
Kuch Hota Hai (TO): The Prince of Egypt 
(U): Out of Sight (15) 


VIRGIN (0541-555146): What Dreams 
May Come (15); The Parent Trap (PG): 
Star Trek: Insurrection (PG); Babe: Pig 
in the Gty (U): The Prince of Egypt (U): 
Ana (PG); Out of Sight ( 1 5): The Mask 
of Zorro (PG); The Mighty (PG); Rush 
Hour (15); Enemy of the State (15) 


WARNER VILLAGE (01 772-8311 00): 
The Mask of Zorro (PG): Star Trek: In- 
surrection (PG): Out of Sight {15}: Rush 
Hour (1 5); What Dreams May Gxrie (1 5): 
Small Sdcfies (PG); Babe: Pig in the Gty 
(U): Enemy of the State (15): Ana (PG): 
Mulan (U): The Prince of Egypt (U): The 
Parent Trap (TO) 


TELFORD 

UO 10 (0990-888990); Small Soldiers 
(PG): Babe: Pig In the Gty (U); Out of 
Sight (15); Mulan (U); Enemy of the 
State (15): What Dreams May Come 
(1 5): DoB Sajake Rakhna (NQ: ScarTVek: 
insurrection (TO): Ana (TO): Saving Pri- 
vate Ryan (15); The Mask of Zorro (TO); 
The Parent Trap (PG): The Prince of 
Egypt (U): Blade (18): Rush Hour (15) 


DUBLIN 

IRISH FILM CENTRE (00 353 1-679 
3477/5744) Enter che Dragon (18) 
Sun. Mon 2.10pm. 6.30pm Year of the 
Horse (15) Sun-Thur 2.10pm. 6.30pm The 
Governess (15) Sun-Wed 4.10pm. 
8.30pm; also Thur 4.10pm On Connait 
la Chanson (PG) Sun-Wed 4.20pm. 
8.40pm: also Thur 3pm. 6.1 Opm Full Met- 
al Jacket (18) Tue. Wed 2. 10pm. 6.30pm 


BLACKBURN 

APOLLO S (01254-695979); Moppet 
Treasure Island (U); Blade (18J: Jungle 
2 Jungle (PG): The Truman Show (PG): 
What Dreams May Come (15): Enemy 
of the State (15); Rush Hour {15): The 
Prince of Egypt (II); Ana (PGJ: Babe: 
Pig In che Gty (U): The Mask of Zorro 
(TO); Sliding Doors (15): The Mighty 
(PG); The Parent Trap (PG); Star Trek: 
Insurrection (PG) 


COVENTRY 

ODEON (08705-050007): The Prince of 
Egypt (U); Enemy of the State (15); 
What Dreams May Come (1 5); The Mask 
of Zorro (PG): Dr Dolittle (PG): Rush 
Hour (1 5): Babe: Pig in the Gty (U); Lost 
in Space (PG); The Parent Trap (TO); Ana 
(TO); Star Trek: Insurrection (PG) 


HULL 

ODEON (08705-050007): Rush Hour 
(15); Ana (TO): Out of Sight (15); Babe: 
Pig in the City (U); The Mask of Zorro 
(TO): What Dreams May Come (1 5): The 
Parent Trap (PGJ; The Prince of Egypt 
(U): Blade (18): Mulan (U): Ronin (15); 
Enemy of the State (1 5) 


MANCHESTER 

CORNER HOUSE (0161-200 1500): The 
Exorcist (25th Anniversary Rerelease) (IB); 
Elizabeth (1 5): Fear and Loathing In Las 
Hegas (18) 


RHYL 

APOLLO 5 ONEMA (0174S-353856): 
What Dreams May Come (15): The 
Prince of Egypt (U); The Parent Trap 
(PG): Rush Hour (15): T01 Dalmatians 
(U); Babe: Pig In the Gty (U): Star Trek: 
Insurrection (TO): The Made of Zorro 
(PGJ: Enemy of Che State (15); Men with 
Guns (Hcmbres Armados) (15) 


WAKEFIELD 

QNEWORLD THE MOVIES (01924- 
332230): Armageddon (12); The Mask 
of Zorro (PG): Mulan (U): Kudrat (NQ: 
What Dreams May Come (15J: Blade 
(1 8): Ana (TO): Small 5ohTters (TO); The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Babe: Pig In the 
Gty (U): There’s Something About 
Mary (15); Enemy of the State (15); 
Rush Hour (15): Out of Sight (15); The 
Big Sleep (15); N ase eb (TO); The Par- 
ent Trap (PG): Star Trek: Insurrection 
(PG) 


BLACKPOOL 

ABC CHURCH STREET (01 253-24233): 
Ana (PG); Enemy of the State (15); 
What Dreams May Come (15): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Star Trek: Insur- 
rection (TO): The Parent Urap (PGJ; Babe: 
Pig in tile City (U) 


WARWICK ARTS CENTRE (01203- 
524524); The Gingerbread Man (1 5); The 
Horse Whisperer (TO); LA Confidential 
(18); Sliding Doors (15) 


UCI 8 ST ANDREWS QUAY (0990- 
888990) ;t (15): The Parent frap (TO): 
Rush Hour (15): What Dreams May 
Come (15); Star H-ek: insurrection 
(PG); Babe: P(g in the Gey (U); The Prince 
of Egypt (U); Doli Sajake Rakhna (NC): 
The Mask or Zorro (TO): Mulan (li); En- 
emy of the State (15): Ana (PG) 


ODEON (08705-050007); The Parent 
Trap (PG): Mr Magoo (PG): Mulan (U): 
Godzilla (PG); Rush Hour (T5): Enemy 
of the State (1 5); Paulie (U); The Mask 
of Zorro |TO): Babe: Pig in the City (U): 


Blade (1 8): Out of Sight (1 5): The Ne- 
gotiator (15): Star Trek: Insurrection 
(PG) : Ana (TO): The Prince of Egypt (U): 
Dr Dolittle (PG): What Dreams May 
Come (1 5} 


DERBY 

UO 10 (0990-888990); Out of Sight 
(15); Babe: Pig In the Gty (U): The 
Soldier (Asian Rm) (NQ; The Parent Trap 
(PG): Blade (18): The Mask of Zorro 
(TO): Small Soldiers (PG); Ana (PG): 
Enemy of the State (1 5); What Dreams 
May Come (15): Mulan (U); Rush Hour 
(15); Saving Private Ryan (15): The 
Prince of Egypt (U); Star Trek: Insur- 
rection (PG) 


INVERNESS 

EDEN COURT THEATRE (01463- 
234274); Mulan (U); Elizabeth (15) 


CALEDONIAN CINEMAS (01463- 
2 33302): Small Soldiers (PG); Star 
Trek: Insurrection (PG); Babe: Pig in the 
Gty (U); The Prince of Egypt (U): The 
Parent Trap (PG); Enemy of the State 
05) 


UCI TRAFFORD CENTRE (0870- 
6034567): Wajood (PG): The Mighty 
(PG): Babe: Pig in the Gty (U): The 
Emrcfst (25th Anniversary Rerelease) (18); 
Jhooie Bole Kauwa Kaate (NC): Kudrat 
(NQ; The Adventures of Robin Hood (U); 
Star Trek: Insurrection (PG): The Mask 
of Zorro (TO); Pardeshl Babu (NQ: Kuch 
Kuch Hota Hal (PG): There’s Something 
About Mary (15): Saving Private Ryan 
(15): The Parent Trap (TO): Small Sol- 
tfiers (TO); Mulan (U); Out of Sight (15): 
Rush Hour (15): What Dreams May 
Come (1 5); The Prince of Egypt (U); Dil 
To Paagal Hahi (NC); Ana (PG); Lock, 
Stock * Two Smoking Barrels (18); 
Blade (18); Elizabeth (15); Enemy of the 
State (15): The Negotiator (15) 


ROCHDALE 

ABC (01706-719933): Star Trek: In- 
surrection (TO): Rush Hour (15): Small 
Soldiers (PG); Babe: Pig in the Gty (U); 
Enemy of the State (15): The Prince of 
Egypt (U): The Mask of Zorro (PG); Antz 
(PG): The Parent Trap (TO): Ronin (15): 
What Dreams May Come (15): Mulan (U): 
Blade (18); Out of Sight (1 5) 


WANTAGE 

REGENT (01235-767878): The Parent 
Trap (TO): Scar Trek: Insurrection (TO); 
Enemy of the State (1 5): Babe: Pig m 
the City (U); The Negotiator (15) 


EDINBURGH 

FOJflHOUSE (01 31 -228 2688) Henry Fool 
(18) Sat 2pm. 5.40pm.8.30pm; also Sun 
5.40pm. 8.30pm. Mon-Wed 8.30pm Eliz- 
abeth (15) Sat. Sun 3pm. 8.35pm; also 
Mon-Wed 8.35pm Mandragora (NC) Sat. 
Sun 3pm Dancing at Lugtmasa (PG) Sac 
Sun. Frl 6pm. 8.45pm; also Mon 8.45pm. 
Tue. Wed 3.30pm. 8.45pm The Truman 
Show (PG) Sat. Sun 6. 1 Opm Mary of Scotgjj 
land (PG) Sun. Mon 2pm Hamam: Tin?* 
Turkish Bath (NQ Mon. Tue 2.30pm. 
6.30pm; also Wed 6.30pm The Foun- 
tainhead (PG) Mon 3.30pm. 6.1 5pm; al- 
so Tue, Wed 6. 1 5pm East Side Story (UJ 
Mon 6pm; also Tue, Wed 3pm. 6pm Sit- 
com (NC) Fri 2.30pm. 6.30pm, 8.30pm 
The Elementary School (18) Fri 3.30pm 


SALFORD QUAYS 

VIRGIN CINEMA (0541-555157): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): The Parent Trap 
(PG): Out of Sight (15); Rush Hour (15); 
The Mask of Zorro (PG); Star Trek: in- 
surrection (PG): Blade (18): Enemy of 
the State (15); Ana (PG); The Mighty 
(PG): What Dreams May Come (15): 
Babe: Pig in the Gty (U) 


WARRINGTON 

UO IQ WESTBROOK (0990-888990); 
Enemy of the State (15); What Dreams 
May Come (15). Out of Sight (15): Babe: 
Pig in the Oty (0): Mulan (U): The Par- 
ent Trap (PG): Scar fhek: Insurrection 
(PG): The Prince of Egypt (IT); Rush Hour 
(15); There’s Something About Mary 
(1 5): The Mask of Zorro (PG); Blade (18): 
Ana (PG); The Soldier (Asian Rim) (NQ 


THE LUNUERE (0131-247 4219) Paws 
(PG) 5at 1 030am Anastasia (UJ Sat 1pm; 
also Sun 2.30pm Loch Ness (PG) Sac 
3.30pm; also Sun 1 2noon + Short A Small 
Deposit Rob Roy (15) Sat 6pm Whisky 
Galore (UJ/Sweet SmeU of Success (PG) 
Sat 8.30pm Bells Are Ringing (U) Sun 
5.30pm Mrs Brown (PG) Sun 8.30pm + 
Short; Denting 


BOLDON COLLIERY 
VIRGIN (0541-550512); Star Trek: 
Insurrection (PG): Antz (PG); The Mighty 
(TO): Small Soldiers (PG); The Prince of 
Egypt (U): Out of Sight (IS); Air Bud 
(U): The Parent Trap (PG): Blade (18): 
The Mask of Zomj (PG); Rush Hour ( 1 5): 
Babe: Pig in the Gty (U): Ronin (15): 
Enemy of the State (15): What Dreams 
May Come (15) 


DONCASTER 

ODEON (08705-050007); Enemy Of the 
State (15): The Parent Trap (PG); The 
Prince of Egypt (U); Star Trek: Insur- 
rection (TO); The Mask of Zorro (TO): 
Space Jam (U) 


WARNER VILLAGE (01463-71 1147); 
The Parent Ttap (TO); The Mask of Zor- 
ro (PG): Ana (PG): Small Soldiers (PG): 
Rush Hour (15); The Prince of Egypt (U): 
Star Trek: Insurrection (TO); Enemy of 
the State (15); What Dreams May 
Come (1 5): Babe: Pig in the Gty (U) 


MANSFIELD 

ABC (01 62 3-4 1 4 1 46): Rush Hour (15); 
Small Soldiers (TO): The Mask of Zor- 
ro (PG): What Dreams May Come (15); 
Star Trek: Insurrection (PG); Blade 
(18): Enemy of the State (1 5); Ana (TO): 
Babe: Pig In the Gty (U); The Prince of 
Egypt (U): Out of Sight (15); Mulan (U): 
The Parent Trap (PG) 


SHEFFIELD 

UO CRYSTAL PEAKS 10 (0990-888990): 
Mendhi (TO); Rush Hour (15); Small Sol- 
diers (TO): The Parent Trap (PG): The 
Mask of Zorro (TO): Ana (PG): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Out of Sight (1 5): 
Star Trek: Insurrection (PG): Saving Pri- 
vate Ryan (1 5): What Dreams May Gome 
( 1 5); Enemy of the State (15): Babe: Pfg 
in the Gty (U); Mulan (U): Blade (18) 


YORK 

ODEON (08705-050007); Babe: Pig in 
the Gty (U): The Parent Trap (PG): The 
Mask of Zorro (TO): Star Trek: Insur- 
rection (PG); The Prince of Egypt (U); 
Enemy of the State (15); Emma (U) 


GLASGOW 

FILM THEATRE (0147-332 8128) A i 
Tbute Vitesse (1 5) Sun 2pm Henry Fool ~ 
(18) Sun. Wed 3pm. 8pm: also Mon. Tue 
1pm. 6pm Rlen Ne \fe Plus (15) Sun. Wed 
5.45pm; also Mon. Tue 3.45pm. 8.45pm 
7he Boys (18) Sun 6.1 5pm. 8.30pm; al- 
so Mon, Wed 1.45pm. 4pm. 6.15pm, 
8.30pm. Tue 1 .45pm. 4pm. 8.30pm The 
R/de (15) Tue 6.15pm 


WARNER VILLAGE (01 302-371 371); En- 
emy of the State (T 5); Antt (PG): Star 
Trek: Insurrection (PG); Rush Hour 
(1 5): Babe: Pig in the Gty (U); The Mask 
of Zorro (TO); The Prince of Egypt (II); 
Mulan (U); What Dreams May Come (15): 
The Parent Trap (PG); Small Soldiers 
(PG): Out of Sight (1 5) 


KILMARNOCK 

ABC (01563-525234); What Dreams 
May Come (1 5): The Prince of Egypt (U): 
Ana (PG); Star Trek: Insurrection (PG): 
Enemy of the State (15): Babe: PJg in 
the Gty (U); The f^rent Trap (PG) 


MONKSEATON 

ABC(0191-297 2121); Babe: Pig in the 
City (U): Ana (TO): What Dreams May 
Come (15); Star Irak: Insurrection 
(TO); The Prince of Egypt (U) 


BOLTON 

WARNER VILLAGE (01 204-669988); The 
Mighty (PG): Mulan (U): The Prince of 
Egypt (U): Rush Hour (1 5): Babe: Pig in 
the Gty (U): What Dreams May Come 
(1 5); Kudrar(NQ; Scar Trek: Insurrection 
(TO): The Parent Trap (PG): Blade (18): 
Antz (PG): Small Soldiers (PG); Enemy 
of the Scare (1 5); The Mask of Zorro (PG) 


EDINBURGH 

ABC FILM CENTRE (0131-228 1638); 
The Parent Trap (PG); The Prince of 
Egypt (U); Enemy of the State (15): 
Babe: Pig in the Gty (U); Star Trek; In- 
surrection (PG); Ana (PG); What Dreams 
May Come (15) 


ODEON (08705-050007): Babe: Pig in 
tile Gty (U); What Dreams May Come 
(1 5); Ana (PG); The Mask of Zorro (PG); 
Small Soldiers (PG): The Negotiator (l 5); 
Enemy of the State (1 5): Out of sight 
(1 S): Star Trek: Insurrection (PG): Rush 
Hour (15): The Parent Trap (PG): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Blade (18) 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
ODEON (08705-050007): Star Trek: 
insurrection (PG), The Mask of Zorro (PG); 
The Prince of Egypt (U); The Parent Trap 
(PG): Rush Hour (1 5): Enemy of the State 
(15); Babe: Pig in the Gty (U) 


WARNER VILLAGE (0114-256 9222): 
Babe: Pig in the Gty (U): The Mighty 
(PG): Star Trek: Insurrection (PG): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): The Mask of Zor- 
ro (TO): Mulan (U): Blade (18): What 
Dreams May Come (1 5); Enemy of tile 
State (15): AnB (PG): Small Soldiers 
(PG); Rush Hour (1 5); The Parent Trap 
(TO) 


WARNER VILLAGE (01904-691094): 
The Mask of Zorro (PG): Enemy of the 
State (15): Ana (TO): The Mighty (PG); 
Out of Sight (1 5): Star Trek: Insurrec- 
tion (PG); What Dreams May Come (1 5): 
Mulan (U); Rush Hour (15): Small 
Soldiers (PG): Blade (18); The Parent 
Trap (PG); Babe: Pig In the Gty (U); The 
Prince of Egypt (U) 


MANCHESTER 

CORNERHOUSE (0161-200 1500) The Ex- 
arcist (25tfi Anniversary Rerelease) (18) 
Mon 5.25pm. 8.05pm: also Tue. Wed 
2.05pm. 5.25pm. 8.05pm Elizabeth (15) 
Mon 5.45pm. 8.20pm: also Tue. Wed 
2.05pm, 5.45pm. 8.20pm Fear and 
LoatWng in Las Vegas <1 8) Mon 6. 1 0pm. 
8.40pm; also Tue. Vlfed 2pm. 6.10pm, 
8.40pm 


Cinema 

Repertory 


BOOTLE 

SWITCH ISLAND LSSUFSERARK (0151- 
525 2020); Godzilla (PG): What Dreams 
May Come ( 1 5) ; Out of Slgtlt ( 1 5) : The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Star Trek: Insur- 
rection (PG); Blade (16); Babe: Pig in 
the Oty (UJ: Ronin (15); The Mghty (PG); 
Ana (TO); Mulan (U); The Mask of Zor- 
ro (PG): Enemy of the State (15); The 
Parent Trap (PG); The Negotiator ( 1 5): 
There's Something About Mary ( 1 5): Dr 
Dolittle (TO): MouseHunt (TO): Rush 
Hour ( 1 5) 


ABC WESTER HAILES (01 31 -442 2200): 
Enemy of the State (15): Small Soldiers 
(PG); The Parent Trap (TO): The Prince of 
Egypt (U): Blade (18): What Dreams May 
Come (15); Mulan (U); Ana (TO): Babe: 
Pig n the Gty (U); Ronin ( 1 5); Out of Sight 
( 1 5); The Mask of Zorro (TO): Rush Hour 
(15): Star Trek: Insurrection (TO) 


LANCASTER 

ABC (01524-64141); Babe: Pig in the 
Gty (U): Star Trek: Insurrection (TO); The 
Prince of Egypt (U): What Dreams May 
Come (15): Ana (PG) 


WARNER VILLAGE (0191-221 0222); 
Ante (PG); The Prince of Egypt (U): Star 
THsk: Insurrection (TO); Rush Hour 
(15): Out of Sight (15): The Parent Tfap 
(PG): Mulan (U): Ronin (15): What 
Dreams May Come (15): The Mask of 
Zorro (PG): Babe: Pig in the Gty (U): 
Enemy of the State (15); Small Sokflers 
(TO) 


SHIPLEY 

APOLLO UNIT FOUR (01274-583429); 
The Parent Thap (PG): Ana (PG): Ene- 
my or the State (IS): The Prince of 
Egypt (U): The Magk Sword: Quest for 
Camelot (U): A Thousand toes (15) 


BELFAST 

QUEEN’S FILM THEATRE (01232- 
244857) Point Blank (18) Sat 10pm: al- 
so Sun 9pm. Mon, Tue, Thur 9. 1 5pm. Wed 


230pm. 9.1 5pm A Soldier’s Daughter 
Neva- Cries (1SJ Fri 6.45pm. 9.10pm 


Never Cries (15) Fri 6.45pm. 9.10pm 
Kolya (12) Fri 7pm Cube (15) Fri 9. 15pm 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 

TYNESIDE (0191-232 8289) The Land 
Girts (12) Sun 1pm. 6.15pm. 8.30pm: al- 
so Mon 6.15pm. Tue 4pm. 6.15pm. Wed 
4pm. 8.30pm Ever After (PG) Sun 
3.45pm; also Mon 3.45pm. 8.30pm Snake 
{1S L? un i Man 8- 15pm: also 
V 15 **"' 8 - 15 P™ Hamam: 
^^Bath (NQ Sun. Mon 6pm; al- 
2L* ue . 3 ;f£pm. 8.15pm. Wed 6.15pm 
Ridicule (15) Tue 8.30pm; also Wed 6pm 


LEEDS 

ABC (01 1 3-245 2665): Small Soldiers 

(PG); What Dreams May Gome ( 1 5): The 
Prince or Egypt (U); Out of Sight (1 5); 
Babe: Pig in the Gty (U): Ana (TO) 


ELGIN 

MORAY PLAYHOUSE (01343-542680); 
The Prince of Egypt (UJ; The Parent Trap 
(TO): Star Trek: Insurrection (PG): En- 
emy of che State (1 5): Babe: Pig In the 
City (U), Dr Dolittle (TO) 


HYDE PARK (0113-275 2045): It’s a 
Wonderful Life (U) 


NORTHAMPTON 

VIRGIN (0541 560564); Blade (18): En- 
emy or the State (1 5); Babe: Pig M the 
Gty (U); Rush Hour (1 5): The Mask of 
Zom> (TO): Out of Sight (1 5); Star Trek. 
Insurrection (PG): Mehndl (PG): The 
Mighty (PG): Ana (PG): What Dreams 
May Come (1 5); The Parent Trap (TO): 
The Prince of Egypt (U) 


Camelot (U): A Thousand Acres (1 5) 

BIRMINGHAM * JwJ 5 _! S? 66 1 1 ) <*arac- 

SOUHULL - ELECTRIC (0121-643 7277) Rebecca E,iMteUl (15) Sun 

UCI 8 (0990-888990); Star Trek: In- (PG) Sun-Thur 2pm + The Birds 4.25pm ako Mon-Wed 

surrection (PG): What Dreams May Come Still Crazy (1 S) Sun-Thur 2.50pm. 6.50pm W ^ duUtion s (NQ Sun 6pm 

(1 5); Rush Hour (15): The Prince of The Truman Show (TO) Sun-Thur 4.45pm. „ s a ,„ U, ^ nasa IP6) Sun 8.30pm- 

Egypi(U): The Parent Trap (PG): Babe: 8.45pm The Kingdom (Parts 1 &2) (15) ™ Mon-Wed 6pm, 8.30pm 

Pig in the Gty (U); Blade (1 8): The Mask Sun-Thur 6.45pm La Vie de Jesus (NQ 
Of Zorro (TO): Out of Sight (15); Saw- ™ 3pm. 7pm The Negotiator (15) Frl 

ing Private Ryan (15): Enemy of die 3-35pm. 6.15pm. 9pm Elizabeth (15) Frl SHOWROOM (0114-275 7757, 

State (IS); Mulan <U1; Ana (TO); Small 4.45pm. 8.45pm Mulan (U) Sun ir>m- a icn m 


Pig m the Gty (U); Blade (1 8): The Mask 
of Zorro (TO): Out of Sight (15); Sav- 
ing Private Ryan (15): Enemy of die 
State (15); Mulan (U): Ana (TO); Small 
Soldiers (P G) 


SOUTHPORT 

ABC (01704-530627); Ana (TO): The 


BRADFORD 

NMPFT (PICTUREVILLE) (01274- 
732277) Sans of the Desert & Helpmates 


SHEFFIELD 

THE SHOWROOM (0114-275 7777, 
w£3 Wngs (PG > Surh 

So&’kJfc "tts. ot. *"£5 


ODEON (08705-050007); Babe: Pig in 
the Gty (U); The Mask of Zorro (PG): 
The Prince of Egypt (U): Enemy of the 
State (1 5): The Parent Trap (PG); Blade 
(18) 


NOTTINGHAM 

ABC (0115-947 5260): Ana (PG); The 
PrtKe of Egypt IU): Small SokSers (TO): 
Out of Sight (15); What Dreams May 
Came (15); Babe: Pig in the Gty (U): 
Star Trek: Insurrection (TO) 


ST ANNE*S so Tue 8pm It’s a Wonderful life nn Mon 

PLEASURE ISLAND (01 253-781 381 ): Wed 6pm; atooTue 3.45pm. Thur 1pm Lost 
Star Ttek: Insurrection (PG): The Prince tn Space (PG) Tue 1.30pm: also Wed lpm 
ofEgypt(U): The RarentTrap(PG); Babe: The Truman Show (PG) Tue 6pm; also Wal 
Pig In the Oty (U) 8. 1 5pm 


(NQ Sun 7.30pm A Soldier’s Daughter 8pm Dancinc at i..Jh ' S ° 

Never Cries (15) Mon. Wed 3.30pm; al- 8 15pm s TJLZ Su " 

so Tue 8pm It’s a Wonderful Life (U) Mon 8 . 50pm M w M ?" Wed 6 45pm. 

Vited 6pm; also Tue 3.45pm, Thur 1pm Lost 6.30pm 8 45nm*^LS 306 ,,5 > Sun 
bjSpace (PG) Tue 1^?pm: also Wed l pm 6.3n£m 8 £ ^Mon-Wed 4.1 5pm. ^ 
Thejfruman Show (PG) Tue 6pm; also Wed t u) Sun Tub 7 Jf S 3 WonderfuI Life # 
BJSpm 5.10pm * 5pm; also Mon. Wed 
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Theatre 

Countrywide 



ABERDEEN 

His MAJESTY’S Peter Pan Sonia 
stars in JM Barrie's delightful tale 
26. 28-30 Dec. 7pm. 26. 28-31 Dec. 
I 45pm. 27 Dec. 3pm. ends 3 Jan. 
£10-£14, cones available. Rose- 
mount Viaduct (01224-641 122) 

BIRMINGHAM 

ALEXANDRA THEATRE A Xale of 
Two Odes Pa id Nichols stars in this 
new musical adaptation of the 
Charles Dickens novel. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. mats Wed. Thur & Sat 
2.30pm, no perf 31 Dec. ends 16 
Jan. E7-E24.50. Suffolk Street 
(0121-643 1231) 

BIRMINGHAM REP A Christmas 
Carol Michael Bogdanov directs a 
new adaptation of Charles Dickens’ 
Victorian tale of greed and redemp- 
tion. 31 Dec. 10.30am, 26. 28-31 
Dec. 2.30pm. 26. 28-30. 1 Jan. 
7.1Spm. ends 16 Jan. £7.25-£l9. 
cones available. Broad Street (0121- 
236 4455) 

THE DOOR - BIRMINGHAM REP 
5TUD10 Fourteen Songs, Two 
weddings and a Funeral Stage ver- 
sion of a Bollywood bkjckbustec 2 6 
28-30 Dec. 2. 5-9 Jan. 7.45pm. E9. 
cones £7. Broad Street (0121-236 
4455) 

BLACKPOOL 

GRAND THEATRE Aladdin Magical 
family panto starring Wayne Sleep. 

26-31 Dec. 2pm. 26-30 Dec. 7pm. 
ends 10 Jan. £6-£13.50. cones 
available. Church Sneer (01253- 
290190) 



BRIDLINGTON 

SPA PAVILION Cinderella Family 
pantomime starring Paul Valentine 
from TV's Knigbtmarc as Buttons. 
26-30 Dec. 1 & 2 Jan. 2.30pm. 26 
6 28 Dec. 2 Jan. 7pm. 3 Jan. 2pm 
fit 6pm. E5.50-E6 50. cones available. 
South Marine Drive (01262-676258) 

BUXTON 

BUXTON OPERA HOUSE Jack and 
the Beanstalk Join Jack as he 
climbs the giant beanstalk in search 
of happiness and pots and pots of 
gold. 26. 30 Dec. 2pm. 26. 30 Dec. 
6.30pm. 29, 31 Dec. 1-2 Jan. 
2.30pm. £5.50-£l 1.50, child £4.50- 
£8 50 Water Stteei (01298-72190) 


CHESTER 

GATEWAY THEATRE Alice’s Ad- 
ventures in Wonderland Join Alice 
in her journey down a rabbit hole to 
a wild and wacky worid 26. 28-31 
Dec, 2.1 5pm. 26. 28-30 Dec. 7pm, 
ends 16 Jan. £11.50. child £6.50. 
cones available. Hamilton Place 
(01244-340392) 


CHIPPING NORTON 
CHIPPING NORTON THEATRE AH 
Baba and the 40 Thieves Panto tak- 
». en from the Arabian Nights. 26. 31 
JE Dec. 2pm. 26. 28-30 Dec. I Jan. 
4.30pm. 31 Dec. 5pm. 26. 28-30 
Dec. 1 Jan, 7.30pm, ends 16 Jan. 
E7.75-E1 4.75. Spring Street (01 608- 
642350) 


COVENTRY 

WARWICK ARTS CENTRE Sinbad 
Join Sinbad and Princess Jasmine on 
an exciting and romantic voyage 
across the Arabian Seas. 26-30 Dec. 
2 Jan. 2.30pm. 26-30 Dec, 2 Jan. 
7.30pm. £8-£10. cones available. 
Gibbet Hill Road (01203-524S24) 


DERBY 

DERBY PLAYHOUSE Babes in the 
Wood Join Robin Hood and his mer- 
ry men in live search for the lost 
babes in the wood and Maid Marian. 
26. 28-31 Dec. 1 Jan. 2pm. 2B-31 
Dec. 1 Jan. 7.15pm ends 23 Jan. £9- 
£14.50. cones £6-£9.50. Theatre 
Walk (01 332-363275) 

EDINBURGH 

KING’S THEATRE The Adventures 
of Aladdin The magical experience 
of panto for all the family starring 
David Rmtoul, Allan Stewart and Ger- 
ard Kelly. 26. 29-31 Dec. 2pm. 26. 
29-30 Dec. 7pm. 27 Dec. 1 pm. 27 
Dec. 5.15pm. ends Jan 1 7. £7.50- 
£14.50. cones available. Leven Street 
(0131-529 6000) 

ROYAL LYCEUM THEATRE The 
Snow Queen Stuart Paterson's 
charming adaptation of Anderson’s 
fairytale. 26. 28-31 Dec. 2.30pm. 
26. 28-30 Dec. 7pm, ends 9 Jan. 64- 
El 5. cones available. Grind lay Street 
(0131-229 9697) 

GLASGOW 

CITIZENS THEATRE Merlin the 
Magnificent Wizardry and evil forces 
combine in an enchanting new 
Christmas show. 26 Dec 2pm. 5pm. 
8pm. E2.50-E10. cones available. 
Gorbals Street (0141-429 0022) 

KING'S THEATRE Sleeping Beau- 
ty Elaine C Smith stars in this mag- 
ical fairy-tale production. Mon-Sar 
7pm. no perf 1 Jan. 26. 28-30 Dec. 
2pm. 31 Dec. 1pm, ends 16 Jan. 
£2 .50-El 5. cones available. Bath 
Street (0141-287 5511) 

PAVILION THEATRE Pinocchka The 
Kranfaes and Jimmy Cricket deliv- 
er a magical panto treat. 26 & 27 
Dec 2pm. 27 Dec 6.30pm. 26. 28- 
30 Dec. 7.30pm. 28-30 Dec. 
1.30pm. ends 23 Jan. E6-E9.50. 
cones available. Ren field Street 
(0141-332 1846) 

HALIFAX 

VICTORIA THEATRE Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs Family pan- 
tomime with stars from TV's Glad- 
iators, Ernmerdalc and Last of the 
Summer Wine. 26-30 Dec. 1 -3 Jan. 
2pm. 26 8 27 Dec. 1 Jan. 6pm. 28- 
29 Dec. 2 Jan. 7pm. E5.95-E 10.50. 
cones available. Wards End 101 422- 
351158) 

HULL 

HULL TRUCK THEATRE Gold! Hull 
Duck's story’ of five college friends 
who re-unite in an attempt to recre- 
ate their student days. Mon-Sat 
8pm. (31 Dec. 6pm). 'ends 16 Jan. 
£5.50-£ 1 0. cones available. Spring 
Street (01482-323638) 

NEW THEATRE Aladdin B Lakey 
from On the Buses stars with Kathy 
Staff. 26. 28-31 Dec 1 Jan. 2pm. 26. 
28-30 Dec 1 Jan. 7pm. ends 2 3 Jan. 
£9.50-£l 3.50, cones available. 
Kingston Square (01482-226655) 

LEEDS 

GRAND THEATRE Joseph And The 
Amazing Technicolor Dream coat 
'Hm Rice and Andrew Lloyd Web- 
ber’s musical version of the Bible sto- 
ry. 26 Dec. 2pm. 5pm. 8pm. 27-31 
Dec 1 Jan. 2.30pm 6 7.30pm. ends 
3 Jan. E8.50-E22. New Briggate, 
(0113-222 6222) 

□VIC THEATRE Robinson Crusoe 
Popular panto with the usual ingre- 
dients of glamour; comedy, songs and 
audience participation. 26-27. 31 
Dec. 3pm. 28-30 Dec. 2pm & 7pm. 
ends 9 Jan. £6-£7. child £5-£6. 
Cookridee Street (0113-247 
6962/245 5505) 


WEST YORKSHIRE PLAYHOUSE: 
COURTYARD THEATRE Present 
Laughter Ian McKellen ploys tem- 
peramental actor Gary Esscndine in 
Noel Coward's willy comedy about 
theatrical life. 28. 30 Dec, 1 Jan. 
7.45pm. 31 Dec. 2.30pm, ends 22 
Jan. £8-£17, cones £5 50-E14.50. 
The Nutcracker Hodman's laic of the 
Sugar Plum Fhiry. 26 fir 28 Dec. 7pm. 

29 & 30 Dec. 10am. 28. 29. 30 Dec, 
T.30pm. ends 23 Jan. £5.50-£17. 
Playhouse Square (01 1 3-213 7700) 

WEST YORKSHIRE PLAYHOUSE: 
QUARRY THEATRE Martin Guerre 
Boubil and Schonbcrg’s musical low 
story. 26. 28-30 Dec. 7.30pm. 29 
6 31 Dec. 2pm. ends 13 Feb. £8- 
£24. cones £8-£ 18.50. Playhouse 
square (Of 13-213 7700) 

LIVERPOOL 

EVERYMAN THEATRE Jumpin' 
Jack Rash Rock'n'roll panto. 26-30 
Dec. 7.30pm. 28-3! Dec, 2.30pm. 
ends 30 Jan. E5.95-E1 1 .95. Hope 
Stieec (0151-709 4776) 

NEPTUNE THEATRE Peter Pan 
Former Gladiator Eunice flies in to 
saw the Lost Boys from the schem- 
ing Captain Hook, played fry come- 
dian Leslie Gibson. 26-31 Dec. 2pm, 

27-30 Dec. 7pm. ends 10 Jan. £7- 
£10. cones E5-E8. Hanover 5treei 
(0151-709 7B44) 

MANCHESTER 

LIBRARY THEATRE Puss In Boots 
Adventure story about a young man 
who leaves home in search of fame 
and fortune, accompanied by his 
exceptionally clever cal Puss. 31 
Dec. 2.30pm, 26 & 27 Dec. 3pm. 
26-30 Dec. 7pm. ends 16 Jan. £8- 
£15. cones available. Central Library. 
St Peter's Square (01 61 -236 7 1 1 0) 

OPERA HOUSE Ofiueii Gary Wlmot 
stars in Lionel Bari's Dickensian mu- 
sical. 26. 28 Dec- 1 Jan. 7.30. 26 6 

30 Dec. 2.30pm. ends 30 Jan. £10- 
£29. Ouay Street (0161-242 2503) 

PALACE THEATRE Cinderella Jim 
Davidson directs a family panto, 
starring Darren Day and Ruth 
Modoc. 27 Dec. 1 pm. 26. 28-30 Dec. 

1 Jan. 2.30pm. 26. 28-30 Dec. Jon 
I. 7.30pm. ends 24 Jan. £7.50- 
£15.50. cones available Oxford 
Street (0161-242 2525) 

ROYAL EXCHANGE THEATRE Hin- 
dle Wakes The Royal Exchange re- 
opens with the production which 
was cut short by the bomb blast in 
1996. 26 Dec, 8pm. 28 Dec-1 Jan. 
7.30pm. 26. 28 Dec. 4pm. ends 9 
Jan. £7-£23. cones available. St 
Anne's Square (0161-833 9833) 

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
NEWCASTLE PLAYHOUSE The 
Princess And The Goblin The gob- 
lins attempt to take over Lhe world in 
this magical Christmas show. 26-31 
Dec. 2pm. 26. 28-30 Dec. 7pm. ends 
9 Jan. £10.75-£12.75. cones avail- 
able. Barras Bridge (0191-230 5151) 

THEATRE ROYAL Cinderella Pop- 
ubr pantomime with stare from TVS 
Coronation Street and Eastenders. 
26 Dec 6 1 Jan. 3.30pm. 28-31 Dec. 
2pm. 26. 28-31 Dec. 1 Jan. 7pm. 
ends 23 Jan. E5-E1 5. canes available. 
Grey Street (01 91 -232 2061 ) 

NOTTINGHAM 

NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE Jack 
And The Beanstalk Kenneth Alan 
Tbyior writes and directs his fif- 
teenth consecutive pantomime for 
Nottingham Playhouse. 28-31 Dec. 
2.30pm fit 7.30pm. 1 Jan. 7.30pm. 
ends 23 Jan. £9-£12. child £5-£8. 
East Qrcus Street (Oil 5-941 9419) 


THEATRE ROYAL Dick WhJttfogton 
Spectacular pantomime starring 
Lesley Joseph. John Nellies, Jeffrey 
Holland and Hilary Minster. 26. 28- 
30 Dec. 2pm & 7pm. 27 Dec. 
1 .30pm & 5pm. 31 Dec. 10am. ends 
2 3 Jan £8-£ 1 5, cones available. The- 
atre Square (01 15-989 5555) 

SHEFFIELD 

CRUCIBLE THEATRE South Pacif- 
ic Banish the winter blues with a vis- 
il to this heartwarming Rodgers and 
Hammerstein mus ical. 26-27. 29- 
30 Dec. Jan 1. 2.30pm. 26-28. 29- 
BO Dec. Jan 1. 7.30pm. ends 23 Jan. 
Ell -£15. cones available. Norfolk 
Sneer (0114-276 9922) 

LYCEUM THEATRE Jack And The 
Beanstalk Gladiator Vogue stars in 
Lhe story of the boy who finds fame 
and fortune up a beanstalk. 26-27. 

28-30 Dec 1 Jon. 2pm £i 7pm. ends 
17 Jan £6. 50-El 4.50. Norfolk 
Street (01 14-276 9922) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The lion. The witch And The 
Wardrobe Adrian Noble directs 
Adrian Mitchell's adaptation of the CS 
Lewis Narnia classic about children 
who find adventure through a 
wardrobe 26. 29. 31 Dec. 2.30pm. 
26. 28-31 Dec 1 Jan. 7.15pm. 
ends 27 Feb. £5-£30Waterside 
(01789-295623) 

SWAN THEATRE A Month in The 
Country Brian Friel's adaptation of 
Turgenev's portrait of all-consuming 
sexual desire. Michael Attenbor- 
ough directs. 26. 28-29. 31 Dec. 1 
Jan. 7.30pm. ends 20 Feb. £5-£30. 
Trod us And Cressida Shakespeare's 
depiction of the human spirit 
undermined by bloody warfare. 30 
Dec. 7.30pm. 31 Dec. 1.30pm. 
ends 20 Feb. £5-£30. Waterside 
(01789-295623) 

YORK 

GRAND OPERA HOUSE Jack And 
The Beanstalk Pun-filled family 
panto with TV stars from Gladiators 
and Home and Away. 26-30 Dec. 1 
Jan. 2.30pm. 26; 28-30 Dec. 1 Jan. 
7.30pm, ends 10 Jan. EB-E12. 
cones available. Cumberland Street 
(01904-671818) 

THEATRE ROYAL Beauty And The 
Beast Berwick Kaler stars in York's 
fabulous feast of fun. 28. 30. 31 Dec. 
2.30pm. 28-31 Dec. 1 Jan. 7.30pm. 
ends 30 Jan. £7.50-£14.75. cones 
available. St. Leonards Place 
(01904-623568) 


THEATRE 

west end 

CINDERELLA Angela Carter 's ver- 
sion of this faiiytale is staged by the 
acclaimed Improbable Theatre. Lyric 
Hammersmith King Street. W6 
(0181-741 231 1) QHammersmith. 
phone for times, ends 9 Jan. £5-£18. 
cones £6.50. 

JESUS, MY BOY Tom Coati stars 
in John Dowie'5 alternative Christmas 
show. Apollo Shaftesbury Avenue. 
W1 (0171-494 5070) O Picc Grc 
Phone for times £5.50-£18.50. 

THE SNOWMAN Award- 
winning production of Raymond 
Briggs' contemporary classic. 
Sadler's WeDs At The Peacock Por- 
tugal Street. WC2 [01 7 1 -863 8222) 
Q Holbom. Phone for times, ends 
Jan 30. E7.50-E32.50. 


Exhibitions 


BIRMINGHAM 

BIRMINGHAM MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Burne-Jones Important 
wort by Sir Edward Burne-Jones. 
Mon-Thur. Sat 10am- 5pm, Fri 
10.30am-5pm. Sun !2.30pm-5pm 
(phone for Christmas opening), 
ends 1 7 Jan. £5. £3 50 cones. £14 
family. Chamberlain Square 
(0121-303 2834) 

EDINBURGH 

MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND The 
History of Scotland Ten thousand 

oxhibih frnm Hw nali^n^j ct | 1h^1hii^ 
tell the history of Scotland. Mon. 
Wed-Sat 1 Oam -5pm. Tue 10 am- 
8pm. Sun 1 2rtoon-5pm. continuing. 
£3. cones £1.50. child free, season 
ticket E5. cones £2 50. free 5pm- 
8pm Tue. Chambers Street (0131- 
225 7534) 

GLASGOW 

ART GALLERY AND MUSEUM, 
KELVINGROVE BT Dialogue m the 
Dark Explore the senses in sound, 
scent and touch exhibits. Ends 10 Jon. 
Travelling Companions: Monet 
and Seurat The thud exhibition in 
the series focusses on two French 
pointing). Mon-Sat 10am-5pm. Sun 
1 lam-5pm (closed 26 Dec & 1 Jan 
(phone for Christmas opening), 
ends 31 Jan. free. Kelvmgrcive 
(0141-287 2699) 

LEEDS 

HENRY MOORE INSTITUTE Les 
Cambodgiennes: Auguste Rodin 
Drawings made during the Royal 
Cambodian dance company's tour to 
France in 1906. Mon-Sun 10am- 
5.30pm, WCd 1 0am-9pm (phone for 
Christmas opening), ends 3 Jan. free. 
The Headrotv (0113-234 3153) 

LIVERPOOL 

TATE GALLERY LIVERPOOL Mod- 
em British Art The refurbished gal- 
leries exhibit works from the National 
Collections. 

Urban Modem work examining city 
life. Cubism Forty paintings, sculp- 
tures and collages by Picasso. 
Braque and others. Tue-Sun & Bank 
Hols 1 Gam-6 pm (phone for Christ- 
mas opening), ends Apr 99. free. 
A Mythology: Salvador Dali Major 
works from the Florida Dali museum. 
Tue-Sun & Bank Hols 10am-6pm 
(phone for Christmas opening), 
ends 31 Jan £5. cones £2.50. 
Albert Dock (0151-709 3223) 

MANCHESTER 

WHITWORTH ART GALLERY Chris 
Offli Challenging paintings inspired 
by black tradition. Mon-Sac 1 03m- 
5pm. Sun 2pm-5pm (phone for 
Christmas opening), ends 24 Jan. 
free. University of Manchester. Ox- 
ford Road (0161-275 7452) 

SHEFFIELD 

GRAVES ART GALLERY Double 
Games: Sophie Catle Comprehen- 
sive retrospective of Calle's work, in- 
dudes a new work made with novefist 
Paul Austec In two venues. Tue-Sat 
1 0am- 5pm (phone for Christmas 
opening), ends 30 Jan. free. Surrey 
Street (0114-273 5158) 

YORK 

YORK CITY ART GALLERY Venice 
Through Canaletto's Eyes Twenty- 
three paintings and drawings by fhp 
VenehanartisL Mon-Sac 1 0am-5pm. 
Sun 2.30pm-5pm (phone for Christ- 
mas opening), ends 3 Jan. free. 
Exhibition Square (0 1 904-55 1861) 


Classical 


BIRMINGHAM 

SYMPHONY HALL London Concert 
Orchestra/Inglis Classical 
Cavouritres in a gala concert line-up. 
26 Dec. 7.30pm. £6-£24.50. 
Mozart Festival Ordwstn-Vbcson 
Vivaldi's Fbur Seasons by candlelighl 

with other Baroque classics. 27 Dec, 
7.30pm. E6-E23.S0. 

London Concert Orchestra/Gould- 
ing Tchaikovsky Gala Night ending 
with the 1212 Overture. 28 Dec. 
7.30pm. £6- £2 3.50. 

London Concert Orchesera/IngHs 
See 26 Dec 31 Dec. 9 15pm. £9.50- 
£33.50. 

Johann Strauss Orchestra/Wfar- 
ren-Green Music by the Strauss 
family, with the Johann Strauss 
Dancers. 1 Jan. 3pm 6 7.30pm. E&- 
£26. Broad Street (0121-212 3333} 

DERBY 

ASSEMBLY ROOMS East of 
England Orchestra/Kofc Viennese 
music by the Strauss family and 
others. 1 Jan. 7.30pm. £11-£17. 
Market Place (01332-255800) 

EDINBURGH 

FESTIVAL THEATRE Royal Scottish 
National Orchestra/Andre Hog- 
manay Gab Concert with condcutor 
Martin Andre. 31 Dec. 6pm. £7- 
£19.50. cones available. 

Scottish Chamber Orchescro/Qu inn 
Andrea Quinn conducts and evening 
of Strauss. I Jan. 7pm. £7-£21. 
cones available. Nicolson Street 
(0131-529 6000) 

MANCHESTER 

BRIDGEWATER HALL Manchester 
Concert Orchestra/Inglis Rach- 
maninov. Bizet and Tchmkovskv. 27 
Dec. 7.30pm £10.50-£24.50. 
Opera Gala Night Arias with the 
Manchester Concert Orchestra. 28 
Dec. 7.30pm. £1 3.50-S28.50. 
Halle Orchestra Popular classics. 29 
8 30 Dec. 7 30pm. £6-£23. 
Manchester Camera ta /Warren A 
Gala concert of popular operatic ex- 
cerpts. 31 Dec. 7.30pm. £T5-£43. 
Manchester Camera ta/ Warren Clas- 
sics by the Strauss family and Lehar. 
1 Jan, 3pm £9- £28. Lower Mosley 
Street (0161-907 9000) 


OPERA 


BIRMINGHAM 

SYMPHONY HALL Opera Gala 
Night With the London Concert 
Orchestra conducted by Andrew 
Greenwood 30 Dec. 7.30pm. £6- 
£26. Broad Street (0121-212 3333) 

GLASGOW 

THE GLASGOW ROYAL CONCERT 
HALL Opera Gala Fbur distin- 
guished soloists accompanied by the 
Scottish Concert Ortiestza. 29 Dec. 
7.30pm. E14.50-E22.50. Sauchiehan 
Street (0141-287 5511) 


Dance 


GLASGOW 

THEATRE ROYAL Scottish Ballet: 
La Fille Mai Gardee Ashton’s high 
spirited ballet featuring acclaimed 
ballerina Yurie Shinohara. 30 6 31 
Dec. 1 ,30pm & 7.1 5pm. E3.50-E32. 
cones available. Hope Street 
(0141-332 9000) 


Literature 


ILKLEY 

WAYS INTO WRITING (OVER 1 85) 
A supportive group allowing parti n- 
panLs to experiment with and devel- 
op a range of styles and approaches. 
Manor House Art Gallery and Mu- 
seum Castle %rd (01943-600066) 
Tue 1 0.30am-1 pm. ends 9 Feb. 
£82 for course, cones. 

NOTTINGHAM 

WORD Midlands-based writers 
present their work. Malt Cross Mu- 
sic Hall St James's Street (0115-941 
1048) Thur 8. 30pm- 11 pm. free. 


COMEDY 


BIRMINGHAM 

THE GLEE CLUB New Years Eve 
Special with Junior Simpson. Andy 
Robinson, Jo Jo Smith, MC Ross 
Noble. 31 Dec. 8pm, Hursr Street 
(0121-693 22481 £25. mems £20. 

EDINBURGH 

FRED MACAULAY AT THE 
QUEEN’S HALL Wicked humour 
from the now TV and radio presen- 
ter. 28 Dec. 7.30pm-9.30pm, Clerk 
Street. (0731-668 2019/cc 0131- 
667 7776). £10. cones £B. 

GLASGOW 

THE COMIC CLUB AT BLACKFR1- 
ARS UNDERGROUND Phil Kay- 
tops the bill in this Christmas Spe- 
cial. 27 Dec . 9pm. Bell Street, 
(0141-552 5924). £6 includes glass 
of Yuletide cheer. 


Clubs 


GLASGOW 

HOGMANAY AT THE TUNNEL Fea- 
turing Radio l's Dave Pearce, with 
Colin Tevendate along with Scott 
Mackay. Kevin McFarlane and 
Stephen Lee. 31 Dec. I0pm-5am. 
Mitchell Street (01 47 -204 1 000) £1 8. 

LEEDS 

GATECRASHERS RADIO I ’S NEW 
YEAR'S EVE ESSENTIAL MIX AT 
LEEDS TOWN HALL Pete Tong, 
Judge Jules. Scott Bood and Guy Or 
nadeL 31 Dec. 1 2midnlglit-6am. The 
Head row (0113-247 6962) £40. 

LIVERPOOL 

CREAM NEW YEAR’S EVE Judge 
Jules. Seb Fbntaine. ADister White- 
head. Sonique, Fatboy Slim, K-Klass 
and Paul Bleasdale. 31 Dec, 8pm- 
6am, Wb (seen holme Square (0151- 
709 T693/cc 709 9172) £39. 

MANCHESTER 

MANCHESTER EVENING ARENA 
TEMPTATION Featuring New 
Order; Underworld, Laurent Gar- 
ni eg Lionrock Sound System and An- 
drew WeaLheraU. 29 Dec 9pm-6am. 
£30. info: 0181-963 0940. 

GRANADA STUDIOS NEW YEARS 
EVE PARTY AT GRANADA STU- 
DIOS Europe's largest film and tele 
vision theme park’s New Year's Eve 
party featuring Jeremy HeaJy; Craig 
Campbell and The Ultimate 1970s Ex- 
perience. 31 Dec. 8pm-4am, Water 
Street (0161-832 9090) £35 plus 
booking fee. 


MUSIC 

pop. Jazz. Folk Etc. 

Al/IEMORE 

SHOOGLENIFTY. DRYZABONE 
Exponents of Acid Croft music. 
Osprey Suite. Aviemore Mountain 
Resort (01479-810363) 30 Dec. 
9pm. £7. cones £5. 

BIRMINGHAM 

KING PLEASURE 6 THE BISCUIT 
BOYS Madcap Kansas swing and 
R&B outfit. Ronnie Scott’s Broad 
Street (0121-643 45251 28 Dec -9 
Jan. pnone for details. 

EDINBURGH 

CATHIE RAE WITH THE BRIAN 
KEUjOCK TRIO Jazz singers' night 
Jazz Joint Morrison Street (0131-221 
1288) 30 Dec. 10pm. £4. £3 cones. 

UB40. THE PRETENDERS. IWANSUN 
Edinburgh’s Hogmanay event with a 
big-name live music package and fire- 
works at midnight Princes Street Gar- 
dens Princes Street (0131-473 1999) 
31 Dec. 8pm. £1 5-El 7.50. 

CAROL KIDD laiernationaliy- 
renowned swing vocalist does Gersh- 
win. Rantjy Newman and everything 
in between. The Queen's Hall Clerk 
Street (01 31 -668 2019.ee 667 
7776)31 Dec. 7,30pm. £8-£17.50. 

GLASGOW 

SIXTEEN BANDER ALL DAY GIG 
Indie outfits from the experimental 
end of the spectrum, including Mo- 
tor Life Co. Speeder; Macrocnsmica. 
The Yummy Fbn PH Fhmily. Mixu. El 
Membra Trajeado. Eska. The Com- 
merchis. Bangttvistor. Multiplex Cin- 
eman. Banacek. Button di. Social 
Lepers and more. Nice'N'Sleasy 
Sauchiehall Street (0141-333 96371 
27 Dec. 8pm. free. 

MANCHESTER 

MANCHESTER SCHOOL OF SAMBA 
Mass Brazilian carnival ensemble 
Band On The Wall Swan Street 
(0761-333 0682) 29 Dec. S 30pm. £5. 

808 STATE. SYSTEM 7. BANCO DE 
GAIA Megadog New Year special 
with an old school dance and trance 
vibe. Manchester Academy Oxford 
Road (0161-852 11111 31 Dec. 
9pm. £25 


EVENTS 


EDINBURGH 

REEL TO REAL CEILIDH Traditional 
Scottish music and song for 
Hogmanay. Assembly Rooms 
George Str'eet (01 31 -220 4349) 30 
Dec. 8pm-midnight. £12. 

MANSFIELD 

HUNT THE ELVES Volunteers 
needed to join the search party for 
missing elves. A certificate and small 
thank you gift for all successful 
hunters. Sherwood Forest Visitor 
Centre and Country Park 101623- 
823202) 27 Dec. 2pm-3pm. £1.50 
per child (includes certificate, gift), 
accompanying adults free. 

STAFFORD 

GIANT 3-DAY ANTIQUES FAIR 
Over 400 standhdders selling a wide 
range of antiques. Bingley Hall 
County Showground Western Road 
(01 7SS-2471 11) 1-3 Jan. 
! 0am- 5pm. £2.50. cones £1.50. 
child under 14 free 


RADIO 


Sunday 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 


New Year's Eve 


new year's Day 


CHOICE 

Centurions: 

The Marx 
Brothers 

(4.15pm R3>. 

David Thomson 
is. among those 

payin g homage. 

to their finest film , Dude Soup - a 
comedy about efietators that qtddtiy 
degenerates into one of the purest 
flhistratkins of anarchy in the 
En glish lan guage, and a prophetic 
satire of total wan 


CHOICE 

Postscript The 
Shakespeare 
Trade (9pm 
R3). Bardte is 
big business; 

Peter Holland 
begins a week of 
pr ogra mme s on whafsnewin 
Shakespeare studies by asking 
biographer Park Honan and editor 
of the Sonnets Katherine Duncan- 
Jooes what we know about his life, 
and what it has to do with the work. 


Radio i 

. • c?r 6-69 6MHz FI.'. 6l30 Radio 1 Review of the Yfear. 

10.00 Mark Goodfer. 1.00 Lisa TAnaon. 3.00 Top of 
the Pops. 4.00 The Official UK Top 40. 7.00 Radio l's 
Dance* Anthems with Dave Pearce. 10.00 Trevor 
Nelson. 1230 Emma B. 4.00 - 7.00 CSve Warren. 

,< Radio 2 

. A <3?-:o AlHj fl»' 7.00 Don Maclean. 9.05 Steve 
. ' ^Wright lino Parkinson's Sunday Statement 130 
Desmond Carrington. 330 Frank Sinatra; the Watee of 
the Century. 4.00 Sing Something Seasonal. 530 
Storting Julia. 600 Pam Ayres -the Pick of 96. 7 no 
Mtahaal Ban and Lesley Garrett in Concert. 830 
Sunday Half Hour. 9.00 Alan Kbkh. 1000 Malcolm 
Laycock. 11.00 The David Jacobs CoUecfioa 12.00 
Katrina Loskaruch. 3.00 - 4J» Nfcky Home. 

Radio 3 

i- Vi j. jivv-c Ft.l' (L00 On Air. Brian Kay. 11-00 
Arfig of the Wee*. 12.15 Bete upon Bate- 1.00 
Lunchtime Concert 250 The Harmonic Series. 3.00 
Sfwil of the Age. 4.00 100 Great Singers. 4.15 
Ceraurions. 4^0 The Year. 5A5 Sunday Feature: 
Shakespeare 2000. BJO Private Passions. 7-30 Choir 
Works. 10JJ0 Sunday Play; Cadenza. 11.15 World 
Music. 11.45 The Harmonic Series. 12-00 BBC 
Symphony Orchestra. 1 M - BM Through the MghL 
Radio 4 

-a! 4-.il Q -f.n &oo News Briefing. 6.05 
Something Understood. R3S On 'four Farm. S ST 
Weather 7.00 News. 7JOS Sunday Papers. 7.10 
Sunday. 7.55 Radio 4 Appeal 8.00 News. 8.05 
, Sunday Papers. (L07 Swtday Worship. 845 Letter 
4 from America. 9M News; Broadcasting House. 1(L00 
' ~ The Archers. 11.15 Dasertisiand DSscs. 12.00 News; 
rtdry FoeL 1230 I'm Sorry I Haven't a Ck*. 12S8 
Weather. 1J» The World This Weekend. 1.30 Top 
Bran 1 998. 2.00 Gardeners' (iiestion Time. 34XJ The 

ClassH: Serial: Beak House. 4.00 News; Open Bock. 

4^0 Poetry Please. 5.00 News; A Mission to CMfise. 
5.40 Victoriana. 5J}4 Shipping Forecast. 5^7 
Weather. 6-00 Six O'Cfock News. 6.15 Pk* lhe 
Ybac 7.00 News; The Archers. 7.15 Ro om to r 
Improvement 8.00 The 

Wortof Mouth's Festive Phraseho ok. ftJ O Hews.Ths 
Beat 930 Analysis. 10.00 New ^,y^ t g m ^T J HfaHX 

11.00 News; Hidden Treasures. 113 0 Someth ing 
Understood. 12.00 NewsJ2.15 |^nm«^ 

Feature: Great Skies. 1230 Late Story VMrrtwScw^. 
I2,aa Shipping ForeeasL 1.00 As World Service. 930 

5A5 Prayer for lhe Day. 5.47 - 630 Farming Today. 

Radio 4 LW -n i . Inn 

ilSCM-ti 1230 - 1234 NewsHMtftn^Shrpping 
Forecast 12.00-7.00 "tel Match Special. 

Radio 5 Litre 

(653 *»hz MW 7.00 Andrew N69930 __ 

SportsWeek 10.00 Hayes^Sw^ayA^OO^® 

TV. 1230 Metto Show. 130 Sunday SportRevww of 
lhe \fear. 630 Scottish P«nwrL«gue- 
EJOra. 830 Time Of My Ufa. 9-00 DaUyn Worfchrtfe 
930 Out This WML IO» Wlftniwjnr* BrHam 

!r^^z^v?i.00 Nff^esk. 1 ^? k * JJSJJ" 
230 Newsday. 230 MendanJF^^)- 330^1^ 
3.06 MMfo On. 3.1S ^xnteBoundup. 330 The 
' VBfaite. 430 - 730 The World Today. 


CHOICE 

Gallon & 

Simpson Radio 
Playhouse 
(lL30am R4). 

Pad Merton tried 
reviving the duo’s 
scripts fcr TV 
and came a cropper. Still, these four 
comecfies - written fix* TV and 
revised fiar rad® - must be worth 
trying. In “Cfiquot et Fite", Richard 
Griffiths (above) is a FreiKh undo’- 
taker needing to revitafise business. 


0? 8MH: H.h 7.00 Chris Moyies. IttOO Rarto 1 s 
Ml TTme National Anthems. 6.00 The Best of Lamacq 
Live. Stove Lamacq looks back at the highlights of 
T998, mending a summer of teshvais, Sound Ctty. 
and BttJusive shouveases tor a host of aca including 
HEM mid Boyzone. 1230 The Breszebtock. 230 
Emma S. 4.00 - 730 Owe Warm 
Radio 2 

(rio-A'i :MHJ rt.fl 600 Mo Dufia 605 Sarah Kennedy. 
1030 Stove Wright's MiIBon SeSers. 12.00 Alan 
Freeman. 2.00 Red's Simply SouBtil Christmas. 3.00 
The Festive Jukebox. S00 Johnnie Walker, 730 
Humphrey Lyttelton. 830 Big Band Christmas 
Special 830 Joois Hotand Christmas SpeciaL 630 
In the Days before Rock W RdL 1030 Bob Harris. 

12.00 Katrina Leskarach. 3.00 - 430 Kfacky Home. 
Rvcfio 3 

(9Ci^-?0 Jf.i-C Ft 3 600 On Ait 600 Masierwoiks. 
1030 Artist of the Week. 1130 Sound Stories. 1230 
Composer of the Week: Gamitfe Saint-Saens. 1.00 
The Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert. 230 The BBC 
Orchestras. 330 The Harmonic Series. 4.00 Mozart 
Voices. 4.45 Music 10 Die For. 530 A Metfeval 
Christmas. 530 Music Rooms. 600 Discovering 
Muse wfth Leonard StatWn. 730 Cabaret Cocktafe. 
730 Performance on 3. 600 Postscript 620 Brodsky 
Quartet. 10.45 Mixing ft 1130 Jazz Notes. 12.00 
Composer of the WteBtc Georges Start. 1.00 - 600 
Through the riflgm. 

Radio 4 

-J-91 iv.m: ff.fr 630 Today. 930 News; Start the 
Wbek. 64S Serial: Paler Pen and Wendy. 1600 
News; Woman's Hour. 1130 News: Dear Peter Pan. 
1130 My Gaiety Girts. 1230 News: You and Ttourc. 
1237 Weather 130 The Wtxld al Ole. 130 
Counterpoint 230 News; The Archers. 2.15 News: 
Afternoon Play. Open Secrets. 330 Money Box Live. 
330 The Small Ad. 345 Nay, Ivy, Nay. 430 News: 

The Food Programme. 430 Tumtog Wbrtd. 600 PM. 
5L57 Wealfw 630 Six OCiock News. 630 I'm Sorry I 
Haven't a Clue. 7.00 News; The Archers. 7.15 Front 
Row. 7.45 Under One Root 600 News; Brass Barmy. 
630 Analysis. 600 News; Nature: A Wofl to lhe 
North. 930 Start the Week. 1030 The Worid TonighL 
1645 Book at Bedtime: Five Dahls. 11.00 Radio 4 
Appeal. 1 132 The Man without the Mobde. 1 1 30 The 
Bees of Russia. 12. 00 News. 1230 The Late Book: 
The Restraint at Beasts. 1248 Shipping Forecast. 

130 As World Sereice. 530 Worid News. 535 
shipping Forecast 540 toshore Forecast. 545 
Prayer for the Day 547 - B30 Fanning Today. 

Radio 4 LW 

ily9>ht) 645 - 1600 Daily Service. 1230 - 1234 
News Keadfoas; Shipping ForecesL A5« -657 
Sapping Forecast 12.00 - 730 Test Match Spedsi. 

Radio 5 Live 

itK .t 9C-*rt: W-V> 730 BreekfasL 9.00 Brian Hayes. 
1230 The Midday News. 130 Bank HoOday Sport on 
& 636 Sfx-O-Sot. &00 Interesting. Very Interesting. 
930 Off Psto. 10.00 ZOthCentwy Vox -Great 
Spiting Moments 11.00 Lafe MgritUve. T.OOUpA^ 
MghL 4.00 Extra Time. 530 - 600 OR Piste. 

World Service Radio 

1 193 WC L‘". 130 Newsdesk. 130 Seven Days- 1- 45 
WQd Tales. 230 Newsday. 230 On Screan. 330 
Wbrtd News. 335 Business Report. 615 Sport 330 
wa&steft 4.00 - 7-00 The World Today. 


CHOICE 

Manhattan 
Story (11am B4>. 

Manhattan Island t 

one trfthe 

richest plots of Jgjb4 HjRj 
land in the worid, 
used to belong to 

a Welshman, Robert Edwards, back 
in the 18th century Since 1921 -as 
this programme explains - his 
descendants have been trying to 
prove their title to the land and win 
themselves $680 million. 


( y~ .>* eu-fc rf.li 7.00 Chris Moyies. 1030 Scott 
MOla. 1.00 Kevin Greening. 4.00 Dave Pearce. 600 
Steve Lamacq - the Evening Session. 1030 John 
Poe). 1230 The Breezebiock. 230 Emma B. 430 - 
7 .DO Ckve Warren. 

Radio 2 

•seou y.s-iz FUi &00 Mo Dim. 835 Sarah Kennedy. 
1600 Richard Affinsoa 1230 Jimmy 'foung. 230 
Ale* Lesret 605 Johnnie Walker. 730 Evelyn 
Glennie's Ctassics. 600 Nigel Ogden. 930 The White 
Christmas Man. 1030 Kennedy at Christmas. The 
virtuoso violins returns In a special programme (or 
the holiday season. 10.30 Bob Harris. 12.00 Katrina 
Laskanich. 330 - 430 Nicky Home. 

Ratio 3 

<X> :-1C JMK: PM) 600 On Nr. 830 Masterworics. 
1030 Artist of the Week. 11.00 Sound Stories. 1230 
Composer of foe Wteek: SaJm-Saens. 1.00 The RatSo 
3 Lunchtime Concert 230 The BSC Orchestras. 330 
The Harmonic Series. 430 Mccart Voices. 445 Music 
to Die For. 530 A Medieval Christmas. 530 Music 
Rooms. 600 Discovering Music with Leonard Station. 
730 Cabaret CocktaOs. 730 Performance on 6 920 
Postscript 940 Maqana Lipovsek m Concert. 1635 
The Harmonic Series. 1645 Book, Music and Lyrics. 
1130 Jazz Notes. 12J» Composer of the Week: 
Bizet 130 - 600 Through lhe Night 
Radto 4 

I&: i ^ 6».*t PM> 600 Today. 600 News: The 
Choice 930 Hancock and Son. 9.45 Serial: Peter 
Pan and Wendy. 1030 News; Woman's Hour. 11 .00 
News: Nature: A Won to the North. 1 1 30 The Gallon 
and Simpson Radio Playhouse. 1230 News: You and 
Vows. 1237 Weather. 130 The Worid at One. 130 
Fun Orchestra. 230 News; The Archers. 2.15 
Afternoon Ptay: Open Secrets. 330 News: The 
Exchange: 0171 580 4444. 330 The SmaS Ad. 345 
Angels Bentfrig near lhe Earth. 430 News, A Good 
Read. 430 ShoplUk. 530 PM. 537 Weather. 600 
Six O'clock News. 630 4 at the Store. 730 News; 
The Archers. 7.15 Front Row: 745 Under One Root 
830 News; Censored. Nick Higham examines me 
work the Brftidi Board of Rim Ct as sScation. 640 In 
Touch. 930 News; Case Notes: 930 The Choice. 
1030 World Taught 1645 Book at Bedtime: Five 
Dahls. 1130 The Now Show 1130 Taking Ptetues. 
1230 News. 1230 Late Book: The Restraint of 
Beasts. 1248 Sapping. 130 As Worid Service. 530 
Worid News. 535 Stapling. 540 instore Forecast 
545 Prayer tar the Day. 547 - 600 Farming Today. 
Radio 4 LW 

(19E3.Hr, 945 - 1600 Daffy Service. 1200-1204 
News Head l ines: Shipping Forecast 534 - 537 
Shipping Forecast 1200 -9.45 Test Match Special. 

Radio 5 Lhe 

sees W.V) 600 Proops's Hoops. 630 

Breakfast 930 Brian Hayes. 1230 The Midday 
News. 130 Ruscoe and Co. 4.00 Drive. 730 News 
Extra. 730 Muscitor Prose. 830 The Tuesday Match. 
1030 20ttt-Century Vox - Money and Wealth. 1130 
LatoNjgWUwi 130 Up Aff Nigfrt 4.00 Extra Time. 
530 - 630 A-Z of Entertainment 
World Sendee Rado 

(i9eut LrV| 1.00 Newsdesk. 130 Discovery. 200 
Nowaday. 230 Meridian (Live). 330 World News. 

335 World Business Report. 3.15 Sports Roundup. 
330 One Planet 4.00 - 7.00 The Worid Today. 


Choice 

Tonight at 830 p 
(&30pm R4). 

Kicking off the fe 

centenary year . 
of Noel Coward ? 

(right) is JgBsjL 

life” - the story — 
of a middle-class woman's romance 
with a doctor (and the basis of Brief 
Encounter) - and “Red Peppers", a 
story of music-bail life that rather 
wastes the talents of Nicholas 
Grace and Susie Blake. 


(?7 8f.frt Fl.; 7.00 Chris Moyies. 1600 Scott 
Mffls. i.OQ Kevin Greening. 430 Dave Pearce. 830 
Steve Lamacq - the Evening Session. 1600 John 
Peel. 1200 Gflles Petersoa 200 Emma B 430 - 

7.00 Cfive Warren. 

Radio 2 

tfS-SO J-.-Kr F* h 600 Mo Dutsa 605 Sarah Kennedy. 
1600 Richard Affinson. 1200 Jimmy Yoing. 200 
Alex Lester 605 Johnnie Walker. 7.00 Mato's 
Maverick Christmas 830 Mike Harding Review of the 
Year. 9.00 The Andy Peebles Soul Snow. 10.00 Route 
66 Revisited. 1630 Bob Harris. 1230 Katrina 
Leskanic*. 330 - 4.00 Neky Home. 

RatSo 3 

if.frti r>J, 600 On Air. 9.00 Mastwworks. 
1030 Artist of the Week. 1130 Sound Stories. 1230 
Composer of the Week: Salm-Saens. 1.00 The Radio 
3 Lunchtime Concert. 200 The BBC Orchestras. 330 
The Harmonic Series. 430 Choral Evensong. 530 A 
Medieval Christmas. 530 Music Rooms. 630 
Discovering Music with Leonard Station, 655 
Performance on 3. 745 The Coq and the Tsar. 610 
The Golden Cockerel, Acts 2 and 2 940 Postscript 
1030 Fauns. 1035 The Harmonic Senes. 1046 
Book, Music and Lyncs. 1130 Jazz Notes. 1230 
Composer of the Week: BtzsL 1 30 - 600 Through 
the Night 
FtatcBo 4 

r» 4-ya bt.S-C =1.:.- 600 Today. 600 News; hfcjweeh. 
630 The Rig. 645 Serial: Peter Plan and Wendy. 
1030 News; Woman's Hour. 11.00 News; Manhattan 
Story: 1130 Choice GrenfeL 1200 News; Mxi and 
Yours. 1257 Weather. 130 The Worid atOne. 130 
VWdbrara 200 News; The Archers. 215 Afternoon 
Play: Open Secrets. 330 News: Gardeners' Question 
Time Ctvteimas SpeciaL 330 The Small Ad. 345 R 
Didn't Mean a Thing. 430 News; Case Notes. 430 
Thiriang ABowed - the Larger Map. 530 PM. 6S7 
Weather. 600 Six O'Qock News. 630 Booked). 7.00 
News: The Archers. 7.15 From Row: 745 Under One 
Roof. 830 News: Them and Us. 645 Keyword. 930 
News; Animals Behaving Badly. 930 Mdweek. 10.00 
The Worid Tortgrt. 1645 Book at Bedtime: Five 
Dahls. 11.00 Sean Lock's 15 Minutes ot Msery. 11.15 
MacLean: the Memorex Years. 1130 4 at the Store. 
1200 News. 1230 The Late Book: The Restraint of 
Beasts. 1248 Shipping Forecast. 130 As Worid 
Servfca. 530 Worid News. 535 Shipping Forecast 
540 tnshore Forecast. 545 Prayer tor the Day. 347 - 
630 Farming Today. 

Radio 4 LW 

945 - 10.00 Dally Service. 1230 - 1204 
News Headfoes; Shipping Forecast. 534-537 
Shipping ForeeasL 

■MoSllw 

its? 0 «.kKr :.W, 830 Proop6's Hoops. 630 
BreakfasL 600 Brian Hayes. 1200 The Midday 
News. 130 Ruscoe and Co. 430 Drive. 7.00 News 
Extra. 730 Jota kweidale's Football NighL 930 
Musadar Prose. 1 030 The End of the Year Sww. 
1200 Interests, Very tasrastsig. 1-00 Up Afl hSghi 
430 Extra Tens. 530 - 600 Spotight 98. 

Worid Service ITmfln 

1196-Hr LV/i 1.00 Newsdesk. 130 Omr*us. 200 
Newsday: 230 Meridbn (Books). 330 Worid News. 
335 Wbrtd Business Report 615 Sports Roimdup- 
330 Brain of Bratos. 430 - 730 The World Today 


Radiol 

■,?7 i- 1 -’? rf '-is ri :■ 7.00 Chris Moyies. 1030 Scott 
Mills. 1.00 Kevfi Greening. 430 The Official UK Top 
40 of the Yfear. 7.00 Peie Tong's Essential Selection. 
1030 Radio 1 Live si Glasgow. 1230 -600 The 
Essential New Year. 


Idc-ioy- 'H: s» 600 Mo Dima. 605 Sarah Kennedy. 
1600 Richard AITmsoa 1230 Jirrrny Young. 230 
Alex Lester. 535 Johnnie Wafer. 730 Luther 
Vandross New Year Collection. 830 Paul Jones. 600 
Barry Took's Comedy Ctassics. 930 Love 40 - New 
Bats Please. 1600 Richard ABnson's New Years Eve 
Party. 130 Katriro Leskamch 330 - 4.00 fVficky 
Home. 

Radio 3 

i y.'2-Y- ■T.’S; R.:- 630 On Air. 930 Masterwoiks. 
1030 Artist of the Week. 11.00 Sound Stories. 1200 
Composer of the Week: Sara-Saens. 130TheRado 
3 Lunchtime Concert. 200 The BBC Orchestras. 4.00 
Mozart Voices. 445 Music to Die For. 5.00 A Medieval 
Christmas. 630 Music Rooms. 600 Discovemg 
Musk: with Leonard Station. 730 Cabaret Cocktads. 
730 Performance on 6 630 Postscript. 930 
Schubert Songs. 1035 The Harmonic Senes 1645 
Book, Music and Lyrics. 1130 Jacz on 3. 1.00-630 
Through lhe NighL 
Radio 4 

:?:■ -7 'K: 600 Today. 9.00 News; In Our 

Tme with Metvyn Bragg. 930 Hancock and Son. 

645 Serial: Peter Par and Wendy. 1030 News, 
Woman's Hour: 1130 News; From Our Own 
Correspondent 11 30 ComingABve 1200 News. 
Ybuand Yours. 1257 Weather 130 The Wbrtd af 
One. 1 .30 Hidden Treasures. 2.00 News: The 
Archers. 215 Afternoon Play- Open Secrets 3.00 
News; Call You and Yours: 0171 58044*4. 3.30 The 
&nall Ad. 345 Swimming into Ninety Mne. 4.00 
Word ot Mouth. 430 The Material World. 530 PM. 
537 Weather. 630 Six O'Ctock News. 630 The 
Worriers. 730 News; The Archers. 7.15 Front Row 
7.45 Under One RooL 830 News; A Presence of 
Laughter Coward’s Century. 830 Tonight at 8.30. 

600 Red Peppers. 645 My Ufa with Noel - 
Reminiscences ot Graham Payn. 1600 News: Pick of 
the Year. 1645 Book at Bedtime: Five Dahls. 1130 99 
How Are Yfe? We're the Nuafas. 1130 Jason Byrne. 
1200 News. 1230 The Late Book: The Restraint ot 
Beasts. 1248 Shipping. 130 As World Service. 530 
Worid News. 535 Shipping. 540 Inshore Forecast 
645 Prayer lor the Day. 647 - 630 Farming Today. 
RarSo4 LW 

(lS'rJ-K;. 945 - 1600 Dally Service. 1230 - 1234 
News; Shipping. 534 - 537 Shipping Forecast 

Radios Uve 

IC33 £-:-?rHc LW. 600 Proops's Hoops. 630 
Breakfast 930 Brian Hayes. 1200 The Mdday 
News. 1.00 Ruscoe and Co. 430 Drive. 7.00 News 
Extra. 730 Muscular Prosa 600 inside Edge. 9.00 
Hoops. 930 Sportshop. 1030 Late right Live. 1 130 
kSlanrtum Fever. 1230 Up All Night 4.00 Extra Uma. 
530 - 630 When Winter Comes. 

World Service Radio 

I1S8H-C LW 1.00 Newsdesk. 130 Composer crt the 
Month. 230 Newsday. 230 Focus on Faith. 3.00 
world News. 205 Business. 615 Sports Roundup. 
330 Assignment. 4.00 - 730 The Worid Today. 


CHOICE 

Naked Beauties 
(1050am R3). An 
enig matic title for 
the first of two 
features about 
one of tte great 
consumer icons 
of the century, the handmade cigar 
(keep your Clinton jokes to yourself 
please). Annoyingly it’s stud: in the 
middle of the New Year's Concert 
from Vienna (above) - more waltzes 
and polkas than a body opn stand. 


Radio 1 

S-'r? Sk'.lHr ~ r 600 GUIes Peterson. 600 Emma 
B. 1130 Chns Moyies. 3.00 Scotl Mills. 600 Pete 
Tong's Essential Selection. 9.00 Westwood s Hip Hop 
Anthems. 200 Fabio and Groovender 430 - 7.00 
EmmaB. 

Radio 2 

I h; FI. ;» 6J00 Mo Dufla 605 Sarah Kennedy. 

10.00 Richard AIDnson. 12.30 The Huddfines 
Songbook 1.00 Enc Clap-ion's Eluest-reakars 200 
Alex Lester. 600 Dos Lynam. 7.00 Ned Diamcnd in 
Conversation with Paul Gambaccini. 8.00 Airtsley 
Harriott's New Vfear Feast 630 Listen to the Band: a 
Review ot 1996 1600 Ratio 2 Young Musician 1998 
Showcase. 11.00 Lynn Parsons. 1200 Lynn Parsons 

4.00 - 600 Lata Sharma. 

Radio 3 

■' y.» .;■■ v .ir. (Hr c : ■(; 600 On Air 9.00 Masrerworits. 
1615 The New Tear s Day Concert 1650 Na>ed 
Beauties. 1 1 .15 Concert, part 2. 1235 Telemann. 
1230 The Harmonic Senes. 1.00 Lunchtime Concert 
200 The BSC Orchestras 330 The Harmonic Series. 

4.00 Mozart Voices. 4.45 Music to Die For. 5.00 A 
Medieval Christmas. 5.30 Muse Rooms. 6.00 
Discovering Music wuh Leonard Sfarkn. 7.00 Cabaret 
Cockiate. 730 Performance on 6 930 Postscript 
940 Yevgeni Kissm. 1130 Harmonc Series 1130 
And He Mother Catted Him BiJI. 1200 Composer ot 
the Week Beet. 1 30 - 600 Through the Night. 
Radio 4 

c r ': • J-' -,T V 630 Today. 9.00 News, Desert 

Island Discs. 9.45 Serial: Peter Pan and Wendy. 1030 
News: Woman's Hour. 11.00 News; -Summer 
Pastures. 11.30 The Oldest Member. 1200 News: 

You and ttiurs. 1257 Weather. 130 The Htorfd at 
One. 130 Screen Test 230 News: The Archers. 2.15 
Afternoon Play: Open Secret;. 3.00 News. Making 
History. 330 Radc. Ten Poems about Sound 3.45 
LuBaby tor an Insomniac Princess. 4.00 News. Open 
Book. 430 The Message 5.00 PM. 537 Weather. 
600 Six O’Clock News. 630 News Quiz of the Year. 
730 News; The Archers. 7.15 Rent Row. 7.45 Under 
One Roof. 830 News: Our Ned Question Please?. 
845 Letter from America 600 News. The Friday 
Play: Where Three Roads Meet 1600 The Work! 
Tonight Special. 10.45 Boot ai Bedtime Five Dahls. 

11.00 Lale Tbdde. 1130 Sporting Philanthropists. 
1230 News. 1230 The Late Book: The Restraint o! 
Beasts. 1248 Shopping. 1.00 As World Service. 530 
Worid News. 535 Shipping 540 Inshore. 5.45 Prayer 
for the Day. 547 Leisure Update. 536 - 600 Weather. 
RatBo 4 LW 

lU-'rkHr! 9.45 - 1600 An Act of Worship. 1230 - 
1234 News: Slapping Forecast 534 - 537 SNpping 
Forecast 1200 - 730 Test Match Special. 

Radio 5 Uve 

1‘IS 1 ; U-V- 600 Proops's Hoops. 630 

Breakfast 9.00 Brian Hayes. 1200 Mdday News. 1.00 
Ruscoe and Co 330 Secrtbsh Premier League. 5.00 
Drive. 730 News Extra. 730 Alan Green's Sponsright 
930 Park Ufa. 1030 Late I'Sght Live. 1 .00 Up AH Night 
430 EXB3 Time. 530 - 630 Bitot Lives. 

World Sendee Radio 

■ toe ti-c S.iV; 130 Newsdesk 130 Small Worlds. I45 
Short Story. 200 Newsday. 230 People and PofiUcs. 

3.00 World News. 3.05 Business. 3.15 Sport. 3.30 
Science in Action. 4.00 Newsdesk. 430 Weekend. 
530 Newsday 530 Outlook. 655 - 600 Spo&ght 
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Tfce Incident 2 6 Decem ber 1998 


BBC1 


740 News (5T94685} ZfO Fodtfigton Pass 
(6738219). 715 Tetetubtfes {5722581} 
7*40 Vbgte Treasure Hurt (16ft948} 
840 Newsraund Review (6420561). 
845 Taz-Mania (8032870). 940 Sweet 
Valey High (7514764) 945 The Fame 
Game (753389^ 940 Telebisbres 
{1606696} 1040 News (B17256U 


1040 UHi il Herbie Goes Bananas 

ft980). More Disney adventures starring 
the motivated Beetle (T) (19122} 


1240 Wipeout (S)(T) (9718054} 1245 

Laughing for Ages (S) (846534 4 . too 
News', Weather (T) (2t20?02} tiS 
Neighbours (S)(T) {58675832} 


140 EQU Getting Evm With Dad 

(1994} Kids' comedy starring MacaJay 
CuBffli (S)(T) (75861431} 


740 EastEndars (S)fT) (691621} 


840 IHSHHH3 Naked Eurovision. 

Behind the scenes of the song test See 
Choree, below (S)(T) (054412} 


940 Shirley Bassey: Viva Ohra! The 

singing legend in concert (S)(T) (804141} 


1040 News; Weather (7) (434509} 


KU5 They Think It's AH Over. (254412} 
10*45 The End of the Yfear Stow with 
Angus Deayton (S)fT) (155073} 11*40 
New \fear Live (S) (352344} 1240 
Happy NewY&ar (S) (9187997} 


12*35 Carry On Columbus (1995} 

Forrraiate comedy (S)(T) {6751343} 


245 News 24 (82777623} To 630am 



BBC1 


640 Children’s BBC: Teletubbies (S) 
(7690307} 645 Postman Pat (R) 
(2909710} 7dO Arthur (R)(S) (2320975} 
755 Brambly Hedge (R)(S)(T) (3216197} 
840 Yog's Treasure Hunt (R) (5028604} 
840 Blue Peter - Magic Moments (S)(T) 
(3485541} 840 Taz-Maria (7708642} 
945 911 Live n Malaysia (S) (6860062} 
9.40 The Rame Gama (S)(T) S3K513G} 
1045 Teletubbies (S) (1543536} 1045 
RottBn Ralph (S) (5275555} 


1100 lilMl The Little Rascals (1994} 
Dim attempt to revive eftikfish Our Gang 
slapstick (S)(T) (8795555} 


12-20 Wipeout (S)(T) (4836555} 1245 
Laughing for Ages (S) (298975} US 
News; Weather (7) {94989739} 125 
Neighbours (S)(T) (60685623} 


150 KS Chltty CMtty Bang Bang 

(1968} Tatty but endearing fantasy. With 
Dick Van Dyke, Saly Arm Howes (T) 
(29987536} 


445 Are You Sitting Comfortably? 

(S)(T) (2626888} 445 Neigtibours 
(S)(T) (1022517} 5J0 News (5883826} 


545 fcjffill K*9 (1989} Comical cop James 
Betushi teams up with an Alsatian to bust 
a drugs ring (S)(T) (95719284} 


740 The World’s Strongest Man. The 

year's contest ends with the final h one 
of Morocco's oldest towns (S)(T) (9997} 

840 Em Apollo 13 (1995} Tom Hanks 
tens Houston he has a problem. No 
sweat - the dean-cut Apolo 13 crew has 
■the right stuff (S)(T) (24087975} 


*U5 News; Weather (T) (797994} 

1045 Airplane U: the Sequel 

0982} She! -shocked pilot Robert Hays 
finds hknseff at the controls once again in 
a spoof space shuttle sequeL With Julie 
Hagerty. Lloyd Bridges (7) (1251791} 

1155 Uiiil Fleteh Lives (1983} Chevy 
Chase plays the smug reporter in Bteabfy 
ludicrous sequel (S)(T) (984062J. 


130 News 24 (9620181} To 6am 



New Year's eve Television 


BBC2 


ITV Granada 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


ITV/Regions 


6*20 liliiil Umeflght (1952} Charies 
Chapin^ swansong (T) (61660035} 

845 Baili'jB Come Blow Ybw Horn 

(1963} Frank Sinatra entertain a string of 
lades in this adaption of a NeS Simon 
play (T} (8824702} 


6.00 carrv ( 1798141 } 945 News ( 403912 2 } 
9.35 Tiny Toons (1614615} 1040 
Rocky and the Dodos (R)(S) (7920986} 
10-20 Brifijant Creatures (T) (3002122} 


10.40 mil'll WBd Hearts Can’t Be 
Broken (1991} Disney drama with 
Gabrtefle Anwar (57150629} 


1G45 Perfectly Frank (4187696} 1040 
The West fe) (89365561} 1245 
Ctessfcs for Kkte (S) {1723893} 145 The 
Royal Institution Christmas Lectures (S) 
(874325} 2J5 Perfectly Rank (S) 
(68579764} 240 Rex the Runt (S) 
(68590257} 240 Rex the Runt (S) 
(1295764} 2.40 Cambridge Fok Festival 
(S) (2245493} 340 The Old Lady and 
the Pigeons (H00649} 3-45 Video 
Nation - Best Of 98 (S) (7035892} 445 
Perfectly Rank (S) (1399651} 


12-20 Granada News 

News; weather (7) 


(T) (6470783). 12.30 
(2155493} 


12.50 HIM Watershlp Down (1978} 
Rabbits on the ran in the celebrated 
animation of Richard Adams' story (T) 
(82857561} 


740 Ovide (R) (55493} 740 The Magic 
School BUS (R)(S) (711528} 840 The Big 
Breakfast (46257} 1040 Buzz (49344} 
1040 Eerie, Inc&ana (R) (70141} 1100 
Madison (S) (5561} 1130 Babylon 5 
(98141} 1240 The Whdrush Years (R) 
(4621431} US Schumann* Lost 
Romance (S) (7761615} 230 Schumann 
CeBo Concerto (17885073} 245 Roots 
to Success (6941870} 2.50 Wine Hunt 
(5) (5177621} 335 Tod Stories (1118677} 
3-50 Fifteen to One H^fights (9T6764} 
4*30 Countdown (3215580). 445 Ride 
Lake (R) (7541035} 


640 The Wind in the Widows (R) 

(25509509} 6.25 Roobarb (37096615} 
640 Dappledawn Farm (R) (4280412} 
740 Wimzfe’s House (R) $5623899} 
7.30 MIkshake! (S) (2262899} 745 
Havakazoo (R)(S) (6827703- 840 
George of the Junde (R) (7238054} 



840 ■aHi'J Lassie: Fight of the 
Cougar (1967} Feature-length romp 
with file wonder dog (95199986} 


niu riaf _ _ — — 

(Sm064 ass Sort* uma «8937W» 




5-30 Garden Doctors (899} 


345 The World’s Strangest Man (S)(T) 
(2750388} 3-55 Boyzone: A Live and 
Kicking Yfear (S)(T) (3942509} 440 Blue 
Pete-- Magic Moments (S)(T) (5448685} 
4j«*S Neighbours (S)(T) (9227325} 530 
News; Weather (T) (2878783). 545 
Regional News (T) (2873238} 


4*30 BJUrtB Mgh Society (1956} Grace 
KeByS test film, a musical remake of The 
PhBadetptva Story that gets by on sheer 
high spirits (02895122} 


230 Far from the MadcBng Crowd 

(R)(T) (23401} 440 Talent of Tomorrow 
(5013344} 5-20 Granada News (T) 
(8989851} 540 News 01 (507790} 


640 Riverdance - the New Show. New 

steps in New York (R)(S)(T) (7880696} 


5.40 Emmerdale (S )(T) (593764} 


740 BBIIflB The Best of Benny HBI 

(1974} Rude skits (0 (1109832} 


6.10 Freddie Starr Show (T) (100035} 


840 Heroes of Comedy; Portrait of 
Benny HH (R)(S)(T) (44967} 


9-50 My Story (6768073} 1040 Sunset 
Beach (1798603} 1140 Leeza (8104783} 
1240 5 News (7231141} 1240 Family 

Affairs (2852851} 140 Bold and the 
Beautiful (661587®. 130 Wowfabgroovy 
(2851122} 240 100 Per Cent (1132702} 
240 Good Afternoon (S) {2806677} 

340 Fort Apache (1948). Cavalry 

disdpfinarian Henry Fonda at odds with 
John Wayne (34425865} 
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545 Postcards (R) (2063412} 


640 Poppea. Continuing Mcaitevertffs opera 
about intrigue and sexual potties at 
Emperor Nanis court (S) {375412} 


740 Dingles Down Under (S)(T) (26615} 


8.30 The BBI (T) (46325} 


SAO UHi'il Beethoven's 2nd (199 3} Big 
St Bernards canine sequel (T) (6224967} 


6*45 Decisive Moments: Images from 
the News 1998. The big news 
pictures of the year - and the people 
who took them (S)(T) (777072} 


9.30 The Ruth Ren dell Mysteries: 
The Orchard Walls. Story of 
brooefing passion and tragedy set in 
194} starring Sylvia Sims (S){T) (913881). 


930 The Greatest Rory Ever TokL 

Rory Bremner gives his impressions of 
1998 hBgftfghts include a Royal Farrefy 
ecfltfwi of Jerry Springer and Ainstey 
Harriotts Can't Cook. Don't Gtvb a Toss 
0) (99870} 


640 «>0 Per Cent (S) (2067141} 


SbWk. Aiwa * tod *® a S££Sr? a * 


i 

~ 1 
i 

i 

- ! 
i 
i 


640 FamOy Affairs (S)(D (5309702} 
745 UUftl Seems like Old Times 


745 Janets Cruise to the Stars. Cruise- 
unknown to chart-topper (S)(T) (326832} 


7.45 Mark Lam a rr ^ s New Year In. 

Lamarr introduces the schecUe to 
welcome h 1999 (S)(T) (163528} 


1040 News; Weather (T) (404561} 


1040 Frasier. Frasier reveals Rea’s preyancy 
to ho- mother (R) (S)(T) (71870} 


(1980} GoicOe Hawn, Charles Grxx&i and 
Chevy Chase romp -through a sassy Neil 
Simon work (T) {80220702} 


StDC&El UO 7I» Anoea OT32S 


10.45 Stanley Baxter In Person. An 

interview with the comic (531275} 


1140 Yots- Favourite Frasier, ’tour chance 
to choose from four episodes (659798} 


840 Rex the Runt (S)(T) (580431} 840 


Making of Robot Wars (S)(T) (543967} 
945 The Simpsons (S)(t) (226122} 


TL45 Happy New Year From 

Edinburgh Castle (463509} 


940 A Kick up the Archive. Kevin 

Turvey, Mason Boyne, Rab C Nesbitt and 
other much-loved characters return in a 
comedy compiation (S)(T) (487899} 


1245 lJUiM Down and Out in Beverly 

MBs (1986} Richard Dreyfus© takes 
tramp Nick Notte home (S)(T) (256791} 


1115 TFI Friday New Year (243306} 
H45 Eurotrash New Year (242677} 
12J5 A dam a nd Joe's Toy Movie 
Special (877535^. 


945 Night Fever (S) (7655899} 

9-55 id Ill'll Stanley and Iris (1989} 
Btie-coDar factory romance, with Jane 
Fonda and Robert De Mro (T) (6107832} 


[735062191 U5 
1OJ0 WWW and 
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C9795S79T) 


Network 2 

U5 Dn 2 AM- Nnta Wnd 


1045 lilili The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show (1975} Cult pop 
musical, sd-fi spoof with Tim Curry (T) 
(619685} 


240 tostant Replay {94710} 

3.00 laili'/i Georgy Girl (1966). Ugly 
duckling Lynn Redgrave survives the 
Swinging Sixties (274604} 


145 laWtl House Party (1990} 

Christopher Reid and Christopher Martin 
(aka rap stars KicnTPiay) try to organise 
a large rap Dash (675994} 


1150 Night Fever (S)(T) (7448122} 

1245 MHftl C o mm o n Law Cabin (1967} 



2.55 MdHtiM Beach Blanket Bingo 

(1965} Frankie Avalon beach party. With 
Annette Fun»ce8o (522468} 


1155 .toots's Sixth Annual Hootenanny 

(S)(T) (187122} 135 Best of Glastonbury 
■98 (S)(T) (950 197} To 3am. 


4.40 ITV N i gh t s c ro on (46311739} 545 
Hurricanes (S)(T)(TI65081} 540 Bugs 
Bunny (7535352} 5-55 News (7248401} 
To 6am. 


4.50 The Ibtal Balalaika Show 

(3212826} 540 Old Mother Hubbard 
(7247772} 545 AbdcBn and the 
Wonderful Lamp {7279371} To 6am. 


Violent tirfBer (S) (40312062} 

125 laliAi SokKers of innocence 

(1990} War veteran Dennis Christen 
revisits Korea (5910401} 

340 idhfti The Boy Who Stole a 
Million (I960} Unconvincing Spanish 
bank caper (45971246} 


Day Owns 

TTie QlfebnaS Storj*oep3>® 

H30RncThBNBwr«mjSsDfyl 

a«0 Den r Bup Bunrw P78408B3 
f72ffW«j5IlSO Tom and Jerry 


sr 4* 


4-40 Prisoner: Cofl Block H (3354284} 
540 100 Per Cent (6768509} To 6am 
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heNeir Cbss (tW46!BCa US SMWM. 

N»«». BjaMm LorWf «««■■ 

wtB83a aJQ tend n«i Cman n woagsn 

ill! I II II III I l| I m III ll H Ml 

Party h tw Partr B45B0 qH 1t40 
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New Year's Eve Choice 


RICHARD FAIRBRASS of Right Said Fred 
takes us behind the scenes of the campest 
show of the year in Naked Enroviskm 
(&30pm BBCl, left). In this fly-on-the-wall 
piece, he meets Dana International the 
transsexual Israeli singer who went on 
to win the Eurovision Song Contest. 
Meanwhile, the Greek composer Yiannis 
is being disq ualifi ed from the competition 
and escorted from Birmingham’s National 
Indoor Arena by security. Such scenes 
aren’t normally seen by the contest’s 100 
million worldwide audience. 



Satellite &. cable 
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Sky One 
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Paramount ConMdy Channel 
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Sky Sports 1 
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Sky Sports 3 
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New year's Day Television 




BBC2 


ITV Granada 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


ITV/Regions 


640 GQZ3 A King in New York (1957} 
Chapfinh riposte to being kicked out of 
America (T) (48931284} 

Z45 13H«M Days of Thrills and 
Laughter (1961} Stent-comedy 
compilation (2f6791} 


945 Perfectly Frank (S)(T) (7611739} 

940 lailAl Knights of the Round 
Thble (1953} Passionless pageant 
(23712265} 


640 GMTV (6193626} 9*25 Percy the Park 
Keeper (R)(S) (6875994} 9*55 Rocky 
and the Dodos (R)(S) {8652284} 1040 
BriTiant Creatures (R)(S)(T) (666544S} 
1040 The Cantevie Ghost (R)(S)(T) 
(27536} 1240AreVbu Afraid of the 
Dark? (RJ(S)(T) (7813Q} 1240 News (T) 
(17987710} 1240 Emmerdale (R)(S)(T) 
(5533401} 140 Cartoon (86009333} 


155 B3Hl T J Once igion a Forest (1993} 
Anrnated adventure (T) (7108265} 


tuo Happy New Year (7935062} 1145 
New V earis Day Concert from Vienna (S) 
{5779623} 1245 The Royal hs&tution 
Christmas Lectures (S)(T) (5547604} 
145 Cambridge Fofc Festival (4158642} 
245 The Sheaitiets (S)(T) (4102%} 

340 Gffiil The Robe (1953} Biblical 
saga with Richard Burton (T) (28185081} 


345 Far from the Madcfing Crowd 

(R)(T) (344333} 545 News (T) (5886913} 


640 Sesame Street (R)(S) (69604} 740 
For Better or for Worse (R) (25197} 740 
The Magic School Bus (R)(S) (62884} 
840 The Big Breakfast (S)(T) (77062} 
10.00 The Bigger Breakfast (7) (87*49} 
1040 Eerie, Indiana (S)(T) P542Q} HOO 
Madison (T) (7081} 1130 Babylon 5 
(S)(T) (7577130} 12.25 Explosive Dance 
{1076517} 125 Racing from Cheltenham 
(49058468} 3*40 The Fifteen-toOne 
Gand Final (R)(S)(T) (5363130} 440 
Cftostmas Countdown Final (S)(T) 
(1010772} 4-55 Rjcki Lake (T) (1039807} 


640 Wtod in the Willows (R) (34035933} 
640 Roobarb (H) (50926587} 640 
Dapptedcwn Farm (R) (7039623} 740 
Wimziefe House (R) (9394284} 740 
M3cshake> (S) (4558307} 745 Havakazoo 
(R)(S) 0025197} 840 George of the 
Jungle (R) (1465888} 


•mpb -B30 Noms. WsatM 
«Z40 Oknan 084asm t» Scan 
" a*3SS».«BB«rtann« 
Cawtoon Stem f«TW73l 




840 Lassie: the New Beginning 

(1975} A new begnrwig, perhaps, but the 
same ofd story (56131265} 


Central 

As Granada empfa HX Nws. itMw 
rp9B77C 0*40 UiOMas naoasfTT uo S«an - 
Corray-C*s*Up<M883SJ £ 


Oraraptan 

*“ Moapte 13*40 Fa* r tfw Fuare 

p4g2sgtt2jaAlnc*AHMdBitoN»w\tor 


545 HEl Black Beauty (199^. Version 
of Anna Seweffs tale of the hand-done-by 
horse (S)(T) (95704352} 


540 Frank Sinatra in Japan. Frank 

Sriatra in concert from the Budokan Hall 
fo Tokyo in 1965 (R)(S)(T) (95703^3} 


640 Poppea. Monteverclfe opera (947T7S} 


740 Do-lt-Yota-set^ Mr Bean. Rowan 
Atkrison as Mr B makes a loss at 
midnight on New Years Eve; but finds a 
bargain at the sates next day (R) (8994} 


645 Bailfll On the Buses (1971} First of 
three spin -off features from the TV show 
With Reg Vtamey (T) (42766346} 


1045 My Story (3425555} 1040 Sunset 

Beach (S)(T) (3415081} 1U0 Leeza (R)(S) 
(2302807} 1240 5 News fT) (1468975} 
1240 Fam3y Affairs (R)(S)(T) (9234604} 
140 The Bold and the Beautiful (S)(T) 
(9393555} 140 Vttowfabgroovy (9233975} 
240 100 PerCent Gold (S) (6654975} 


H*tt Ttotfegc Mope 

d Vibn mertor tf tie mow 


anen. Roboi Qoi« Out*/ wHws ti aMtv 

darado CW4333i U.W Greatest >3oab psweaei 
ZAP > %TL tfcW an d Mania TV ctnt sfioar host 
Dt^UcOT rrgtaaayjt^d^Ti-atlaavtmafar 
rnpregnaang he w* ancJ dTr>KtiB38 Sfcksdt- 

Obtirau naMran Son aaid a hSM to dug 

Aaatos but raised as an oHdm zoitw by 
«Mdoo prwBBK Made Khg PatoOc comady w«i 
roredain*^ leflUas fTC7©3n MO Edo Ps« 
pSBQaq 


240 FoothaM Review of the Year. 

Presented by Steve Scott (S) (9359284} 


840 Brookslde (S)(T) (2791} 


740 Coronation Street (S)(T) (81} 


MO UK Confidential - a Leviathan 

SpeciaL Peep at secret papers of 1968, 
released today (S) (626791} 


740 Rex the Runt (S)(T) {800826} 


740 University Challenge. The tabtoid 
press take on the broadsheets (S)(7) (5} 


840 Who Wants to be a MMon a i rc ? 

Oizshow (S)(T) (5642} 

840 llli&l You Only Live Twice 

(1967} James B ond a dventug with Sean 
Connery vs SPECTRE DcnaJd Pteasence 
is Blofeid. script is by RoaJd Dart (T) 
(99454772} 


940 [H;(HfH3 My Favourite Frasier. 

Frst of five shows this evening starring 
Kelsey Grammar as Dr Frasier Crana See 
Choice, below (T) (4517} 


640 1O0 Per Cent (S) (5515284} 


HTV Wales 

t2jn **’*’’■ Vtoaaw 

{W077U moa«KnO 5treel p aosm Up 
Soon Corner, - Ctoss^j 686S3K1 4^5 

(7739442J 5^ Oxwato 

SOtot 0IB73) 


640 FamOy Affairs (S)(T) (11977105. 


9-30 Frasier^s Favourite Frasier. 

Kelsey Grammar makes rts own choice 
of epfetode (S)(T) {14420} 


840 Gardening from Scratch 2 @888} 
840 Gardeners’ World (S)(7) (7623} 


940 The New Tear Armistice. Topical 
satire and comedy (S)(T) (533975} 


945 Rex the Runt (S)(T) (261623} 
9-45 The Ybtatg Ones (R)(T) (196178} 


1045 News; Weather (7) (825159) 

KL45 I3Nl f lB Alien (1979} Serious contender 
for the best sd-fi monster movie ever 
made Rktey Scottfe cfaustrophoblc 
shocker is a fauitiess fright machine With 
Sigourney Weaver (S)(T) (66338401} 


1245 Greatest Goals 0321598} 245 
Oixavefon (S) (7483531} 


HUS Bang, Bang, IPs Reeves and 
Mortimer (S)(T) (188159} 


ML4S Young Gists Go for It! Story of the 
band Culture Cfub (S)(T) $18739). 


1125 Boy George Video Diary 072604} 

1145 Tates tram the Far Side 2 (S) 

(559333} 1245 Sliders (S)C0 (7136821} 
120 SSdeis (S)(T) (8399531} To 210am. 


240 stormy W eatlie r s (© 92 } 

This Cybffl Shepherd comedy is more 
ctaudy than stormy, as her private eye 
stumbles Into a murderous drugs Yi* 
potties plot whie on the trafl of an ftafian 
aristoS relative (3^024} 


445 Entertainment Now (R) (2152208} 
540 Makhg of Dr DoSttie (1161444} 
5*55 News {7215173} To 6am 


1040 The Frasier Story (7) (745159} 

1040 Frasier. Viewers' choice (T) {879739} 
tUO Cheers (T) (776449} 

1145 liHl'll The Man with Two Brahis 

(1983} Steve Marttnis parody of mad- 
sdenfet stories (T) (988808} 

140 IdHfiB AH of Me (1984} Lawyer Steve 
Martin ts forced to share hte body with the 

sod of a woman (Uty lomtin) (779753} 

340 Mill'll The Man Who Changed 

His Mhtd 0936} Boris Karloff 
monkeying around bi the lab {9690956} 

445 Dr Bidi (1933} Homespun 

comedy with WB ftogers (7^9662} 

545 stupid Dogs (7509937} To 6am. 


745 id Util Ghostfausters (1984} Dan 

Aykroyd and team take on a convention of 
spooks and sprites in this New Mark 
supernatural comedy (S)(T) (95095468} 

940 litffiil Duggan - Death in 

Paradise (1997) Plodding police drama 
about cop John Bach who gets caught up 
te a local case on hofiday (T) (12605772} 
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1040 MeEnda*s Big Ifight In (S) (0307505). 
fL35 Comprarntsing Situations @680371} 


ahenMgans For al (to 
„ «iaw»Qo5an£^,mawry 




1210 ISlUil Finders Hoo p e rs, Lavers 
Weepers (i960} Another Russ Meyer 
turkey that somehow escaped the 
Christmas carve-up (40304043} 


140 MJIMI Sarah T: Portrait of a 
Teenage AfcohoOc (1976} Above- 
average TV movie about a teenage girl's 
battle with the bottle (1690983} 
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Network 2 


315 iSEM WBd Beauty (1946} Routine 
heart-warmer (9654208} 


435 Night Stand (33705170} 440 Prisoner 
Cell Block H (3321958} 540 100 Per Cent 
(R)(S) (8053591} To 6am 
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New Yearns Pay choice 


uSAOraaiHH 


PEOPLE AS diverse as Prince Charles and 
Jerry ^ringer are said to be fans of TV’s 
most sophisticated sitcom; which one 
critic called “a heartening reminder that 
you can please the masses,, the elite and the 
sponsors all at the same time* Ttani g hlr's 
blissful FVasier Ni^it (C4, left) sdiedule 
starts with My Ftwourite Prosier (9pm), 
in which the stars of the show, the cast 
of Cheers (in which the character first 
appeared), .and other celebs choose their 
favourite episode. Late; The Prosier Story 
( 10 pm) reveals how the show is made. 
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Tuesday Television 


BBC1 


BBC2 


7.00 News (T) (7594261). 730 Poctfngton 
Peas (R) (6794675). 73S Tetetubbies (S) 
(5795417). 7X0 Yogis Treasure Hunt (R> 
0630504). sxo 1b M©... to You (S)(T) 

irh (79078). 8X0 Taz-Mania (78349). 9400 
•'* ■ v Sweet Uafey High (R)(S) (7570320). 9X5 
The Fame Game (R)(S)rO (7580707). 

9.55 Tetetubbies (S) (9714707) 1 0.20 
News; VW&atfier fF) (8T454T7) 

*3-30 IdUiVl Teenage Mutant ffaja 
Turtles (1990). New York is deared of 
crime by the mutants (S)(T) (5573788) 

11X5 Wipeout (S)(T) (316T726) 12.20 

Laughing for Ages (S) (9785726) 12X0 
7he Weather Show (S)(T) (7353563a, 
■LOO News (T) (21270368) 115 
Neighbours (S)(T) (58648788) 1.40 
Battersea Dogs' Home (S)fT) (97821523) 
230 20J300 Leagues under the Sea 
|S>(T) (7B3962) 335 The Wbridls 
Strongest Man (S)(T) fe 00252) 

■> 4335 ■all'll Mr Namy (1993) "HlA' 
zj, ' Hogan babysits brat kids (S)(T) (4579894) 

5-25 Blue Peter - the Best Bits (S)fT) 
(8556726) 5X5 Neighbours (T) (712436) 

: 4 " 6.20 News; Weather (T) (571349) 

uf? G-35 Regional News (T) (996894) 

- 630 Only Fools and Horses. 1991 
Christmas special (R)(S)(T) (562417) 

7.40 EastEnders (S)(T) (767504) 

8.10 Bom to Be WHd - Chimpanzee 
Challenge with Nicholas 
Lyndhurst (S)(T) (707349) 

9.00 IHiMMfl The Echo. New mystery 
from Mbietie waiters. See Choice, 

^ below |S)(T) (7456558) 

1035 News; Weather (T) (207900) 10X5 
Come Dancing 50 (S)(T) (775397) 1L45 
' 42 Up (R)(S)(T) (509726) 

^ " , , i. 

12X0 UHfll Doctor at Large (1957) 

Dirk Bogarde tries the qiietB te at a 
H country practice (7) (606276) 

2.25 News 24 (38323858) To 7am. 
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635 iaKfil Woman of Paris (1923) 
Charlie Chapin's epic stent melodrama. 
Wrth Edna Purviance (9772287) 

7.35 Match of the Day (R)(S)(T) (8288610) 

8-55 HI Ml On the Tbwn (1949) Rousing 
musical with shore-leave sailors Gene 
KeBy and Frank Sinatra (T) (2128464)) 

-KUO Perfectly Frank (9555900) 10X5 
The West (T) (5670829) 12X0 Cricket 
- the Ashes (S) (70707) 12X0 Classics 
tor Kids (S)(T) (7501542) 1X0 The Royal 
Institution Christmas Lectures (4437207) 
2-20 Perfectly Frank (S)(T) (68532233) 
ZXS Rex the Runt (SJ(T) (68555184) 
2-35 Rex the Rum (S)(T) (6092558) 
2X0 Shooting the Centuy (2564271) 
3X5 Perfectly Frank (S)(T) (6870504) 

3X0 HUM Ocean's Eleven (I960) 

Frahk Sinatra and Dean Martin star in 
this crime caper (T) (29061287) 

5X5 Pop pea. Welsh National Opera 

production of Momeverdte opera teSng 
of sex. intrigue and revenge at the court 
Of Emperor Nero (S) (798610) 

020 The Simpsons {S)fO (217639) 6X5 
TOTP 2 (S) (452691) 

7.30 The CGnton Complex - How to 
Live with a Dys f unctional 
President. Mark Lawson attempts 
to find out how, after all this year's 
scandals, Bffl Clinton has managed to 
hang onto office (S)(T) (649691) 

830 The Travel Show (S)(T) (798691) 

9X0 Steptoe and Son Christmas 

SpeciaL Classic comedy (T) (124813) 

9X5 The C hristm as Arm isti ce. A look 
back over 1998 (S)(T) (280233) 

10.15 131M1 Nixon (1995) Anthony 
Hopkins is eerBy good as disgraced 
president Richard Noon. With Paul 
Sorvmo (S)(T) (15387981) 

L20 EQU Suddenly (1954) Rank 
Sinatra plays the vicious leader of hired 
assassins (3956092) To 2/tOam 


ITV Granada 


6.00 GMTV (1761097). 9.25 News (T) 
(4002078) 9X5 Tiny Toon Adventures 

(R) (S)(T) (1670271) 10.00 Brilliant 
Creatures (R)(S)(T) (8069981) 

10.25 MftAf D2i The Mighty Ducks 

(1995) Emilio Estevez coaches ice- 
hockey brats (S)fO (69300436) 

12X0 Granada Hews fT) (6443639) 

12X0 News; Weather (T) (33146) LOO 
Coronation Street (R)(T) (74184) 

1X0 UHiVB Homeward Bound: the 
hncrMHMe Journey (1993) Fluffy 
adventure for kids (S)(T) (34320) 

3.00 (Cartoon (8459691) 3X5 News 0) 
(8458962) 3JO Local News (1673894) 

3X0 i JHfil Superman (1975) Comic- 
book heroes adventures (T) (93617839) 

5.50 News; Weather (T) (888558) 

6J0 Granada Tonight fT) (705900) 

7J0 Emmerdale (S)(T) (167455) 

7X0 The Wishing Wen (T) (785900) 

8J0 UHAl Home Alone (1990) 
Macaulay Cuftin as the pint-sized 
nemesis of bungfing crooks (94493271) 

10X0 News; Weather (T) (465875) 

10.15 What's a Carry On? The Cany On 
stars reunite to celebrate 40 years of 
comedy (TJ (553122) 

tf.15 lillAl Carry On Cleo (1965) 

Elizabeth Taylor's Cleopatra is spoofed 
In this Cany On caper (T) (553233). 

1X0 Nationwide Football League 
Extra (22295). 

2.00 idllAi Sword of the Valiant 

(1983) Swashbuckler (373363) 

3.55 UB40 - Live in the New South 
Africa (3455295) 5X5 Hurricanes 

(S) (T) (7746653) 5X0 Bugs Bunny 
Overtures to Disaster (9575672) 5X5 
News (9235721) To 6am. 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


TUESDAY CHOICE 


THE WRITER MlnetJe Walters is fascinated 
by the idea of control "Most of us can 
control tilings like anger and jealousy” she 
says, “hut... it is the composed, controlled 
people who, if you scratch the surface, have 
torrential rivers r unnin g underneath.” 
Walters examines these themes in The 
Echo (9pm BBC1. tyt), the latest drama 
culled from her novels. Joely Richardson 
plays a well-to-do woman who arouses the 
suspicions of a journalist (Clive Owen) 
when the body of a tramp is discovered in 
the garage of her Docklands dwelling. 



6.00 Sesame Street (92165) 7X0 Ovide 
(R) (73455) 7X0 The Magic School Bus 

(R) (S) (52962) 8X0 The Big Breakfast 

(S) (T) (20829) 10X0 Planet Pop 
(27788) 10X0 Eerie, Indiana (R)(T) 
(74523) 11X0 Madison (S)(T) (8097) 
11X0 Babylon 5 (S)(T) (8214691) 

12X5 GHZa North (1994) Precocious 
Ei|ah Wood divorces his inattentive 
parents in this comedy fT) (82849542) 

240 Maxim Vengerov Masterclass 

(7470368) 3X5 The Village (9643639) 
3X0 Tool Stories (S)(T) (7205833) 
3X0 Fifteen to One Highlights (S)(T) 
(9171320) 4X0 Countdown (9288436) 
4X5 Ricki Lake (S)fT) (7507691) 

5.30 The Bear. Animation (T) (829) 

6X0 Wise Up World (T) (41897) 

7.00 The Year In 30 Seconds. 

Advertising creative Trevor Beattie tries 
to capture the essence of 1998 in a 
30-second commercial 13184) 

7X0 Vengerov: Playing by Heart. Profile 
of viotmsl Maxm Vengerov (S)(T) (53707) 

8X0 Brookside (T) (8639) 

9X0 Stonehenge: Secret of the 
Stones. First of a two-parter airs a 
theory that Stonehenge was the sate at a 
symbolic sexual ad between gods (1436) 

10X0 Rising Damp (R)(T) (66504) 10X0 
Edcfie Izzard - Glorious (6764097) 

11X5 Eurotrash Jingle Bells, Jingle 
Balls (259639) 

12X5 BJHi'ifl Dead Man (1995) Johnny 

Depp as an Ohio clerk who finds himself 
out of his depth (T) (72040540) 

2X0 laiK.'J Pick-Up on South Street 

(1953) Richard Widmark stars 'm this 
melodrama (1983382) 

3X5 IdUfll Side Street (1949) Crisp 
crime B-pic (248924). 

5.10 Sharfcy and George (77471 08) 5X5 
2 Stupid Dogs (9572585) To 6am. 


6X0 The Wind in the Willows (R) 

(25565165) 6X5 Roobarb (37052271). 
6X0 Dappfedown Farm (R) (4253368) 
7X0 Wimzie's House (R) (6689455) 
7X0 Milkshake! (S) (2228455) 7X5 
Havakazoo (R)(S) (6963558) 8X0 
George of the Jungle (R) (7294610) 

8X0 ITaidt'iW Lassie and Neeka (1966) 
TV compilation (27291523) 

10X0 Sunset Beach (S)(T) (9693679) ILIO 
Leeza (8177639). 12.00 5 News (S)(T) 
(7204097) 12X0 Family Affairs (S)(T) 
(2825707) LOO Bold and the Beautiful 
(S)(T) (6688726) 1X0 Wbwfabgroovy 
(282407^. 2.00 100 Per Cent (1278558) 
2X0 Good Afternoon (S) (2862233) 

3.30 IJHiM Murphy's War (1971) War 
romp starring a briffiantiy manic Peter 
O'Toole as a sailor who vows to settle 
the score with a U-boat which sank his 
ship (T) (1363078). 

5X0 Name That Tune (2033784) 

6.00 100 Per Cent (S) (2030097) 

6X0 Family Affairs (S)(T) (2021349 ) 

7.00 5 News (S>(T) (1178148) 

7.30 Polar Odyssey (R)(S)(T) (2010233). 

8X0 The Sweeney (T) (6264981) 

9X0 The Incident (1990) Walter 

Matthau's washed-out Second World 
War Colorado lawyer outrages locals by 
flushing skeletons out of closets, while 
defending a German prisoner who's 
accused of murdering the doc in the 
towns pow camp (T) (38321417). 

10X0 The Jack Docherty Show (S) 
(2551523) 11X0 Leeza (1711436) 

1240 iJHAB In Cold Blood (1967) 

Stunning recreation of a shocking crime 
and its grim aftermath. With Robert 
Blake, Scott Wilson (14030856) 

2X5 Ma|ar League Baseball Review 

(90386214) 4.40 Prisoner: Cell Block H 
(2016009) 5X0 100 Per Cent (R)(S) 
(7333818) To 6am. 
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Boats I9=UCTOJ» UO Mtn-,3 
WtKHl VOS ttaisT, tow P666096T1 *30 
Fto aancJ» (3-MS367H 4J0 EmmmUle 
TO33I25J. SJO tiocn 178785ESH SJO 
9enbna Sums fiKwcau uo The Arabs 
CTSSTSOai SOI iCtv WeWKrtrw rtnR. toe 
dwDaal IS34eC356l &SS Fil Ox iTESJMSl 
SJB Only Foots and Hcnos (Wt^KHn BOO 
tho ronorai Emanaimon: Aeorta. B56 
BJ333250 BJIO Nhe M Wtosherine 
►1889650* aSO inspects fcVsne £&W3S32aL 
1*80 Hwn KeatSne-. iTTSSOWC i 1U5 FWsdSts 
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Hm Pul More (93M6tm 400 Pets Piaffes 

Cu&aerTj soo E^t u ^. t , 

Netwo r k 2 

e.49 Den : At: Nsane bum nmssri mo 


Mama (adTBBJi Buss Get .-JCir-iAW 
KUO Rkn Ptconery d ms Sun KEXOSO. TV35 
Rrrt SnOmockM MSTOSn UO Fin Stjonnar 
(M7W6SI 300 Dmi 2- Tdi^.Vtno BBSBOTEJ 
340 Tbm ana Jeny hj* H306SM361 400 
AnoTKrtEH L73773«I71 405 Romes 690756941 
400 F*r The. Ptnro ara rw Prroun CS380t«t1 
600 Sjum bv W Bel - the New. Class 
CT3465Q41 605 Sawrui. mo Teorugv vwai 
«*t23S5& TOO GnoocSi |4hCKjo« *30 Top 30 
rtts (OETO9HS BOO Ne««5 0 and Eurapoan 
Wbanwtno Coety *T9«23I 900 The x Flos 
ueea&MET 9-50 RaeboWBams - Scene ktahers 
Do Tw Em 010957881 «L45 They COM Him 
God poensaa tV55 The Ennrcuntnenl 8c 
CSZSflPOl 1200 ACDC - Nc Bui (345360501 
2.00 M3 Daca ^902605?) 2-55 JtCtfrOc 96 
I78M26S6I 

Scottish 

As OrsBBda B o wl ! 1200 SasnU^iy 
Bsasam oa Haeta B6»558i ioo Scatom 
Toby 340 Soxtand IMJy HaatSms 
(E738941 610 Vou vC Been Frame* (DCOOV 6-40 
Scodonl Today and Sccensh Wumer (8h69i| *05 
A Parry Punml Brc-xt^rJ try me SCornan rorvevl 
PBltY (7762^5. *40 Uacfur [7BS900t 1000 
Umis. Waadw (*658751 ills Ffen Carry i> n> 
me Juncp Kr3Z33> too FJm Smd teal 
POMSTl 245 Ffet ewa (n me MgW C3T491L 
4-2S NorMbrt^* (*303585) 4^5 tolUnJ 
Tbdey (t38SS03D| 5-20 Ennndalp (M7i j«| 

Ulster TV 

Aa baads excopb 025 News (KOTm 
900 urvuw News (590239*1 1220 l/TV Neve 
(P443833V 3J0 UTV Meic Hraflnos («3T®*1 
UO LTTv Lire at Set (tifien US Gel a P0n 
Mao True I (»5BOJ *40 SOI Treks (7059001 

Yorkshire 

As Crantula Otwpt 1220 Calendar Moos 
►baiAnos (64436391 3J0 Calendar News 
Heodnes (W738W 640 Cokmuar Mew Headfcws 
W6&07BI 620 Men Frrvw d ihe 'bar *88 
(IMBTSI *40 Natfas Slav .TB-K«a 

Tyne Tees 

MIMMtaecmti 1220 MEtsNm 
Haadirao DE4A3G39I SSI Nonh East Mews 
0873090 Ban Noth Eas fensn (7TK»oa *40 
The Tine tK Our Lives. (7B5HJ W 


WEDNESDAY TELEVISION 


BBCl 


BBC2 


ITV Granada 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


ITV/Regions 


7X0 News (T) (7899473) 7J0 GreedysaLrus 
and the Gang (R) (6761547) 715 
Tetetubbies (S) (57B2189) D40 Ybgfs 
Treasure Hunt (R) (1607276) 8X0 Blue 
Peter - the Best Bits (S)(T) (B460189) 
8X5 Taz-Mania (8073498) 9X0 Sweet 
Vaiey F6gh (R)(S) (7547092) 9X5 The 
Fame Gone (R)(S)(T) (7557479) 9X5 
^Tetetubbies (S) (0711479) 10X0 News; 
*^W&ather(7) (8112»9) 

10X0 haiOrtl The Barefoot Executive 

(1971) Chimpanzee cfictates TV tastes in 
Disney farce (T) (35550045) 

12X5 Wipeout (9740653) 12X0 Laughng for 
Ages (S) (69856) 1X0 News (21230740) 
145 Neighbors (S)fT) (58608160) L40 
Battersea Dogs' Home (S)(T) (97898295) 
240 20000 Leagues under the Sea 
(S)(T) (7143585) 3X0 The WbrkJfc 
Strongest Man (S)(T) t®76295) 

440 Mi/liif The Great Outdoors 

(1988) Amiable oaf John Candy is rSed 
by relative Dan Aykroyd (S)(T) (4588059) 

?Ab Newsround Review of the Year 

* (332818) 6.00 Neighbors (649011) 

6X5 Mews; Weather (T) (716498) 6-45 
Regional News (T) P0S363) 

6X5 Only Fools and Horses. Conclusion 
Of the 1991 special (R)(S)fT) (6026634) 

8X0 A Question of Sport (S)(T) (527030) 

8X0 The National Lottery: Amazing 
Luck Stories (S)(T} (874672) 

9X0 The Echo. Conclusion of the seasonal 
mystery drama (S)(T) (7343030) 

1045 News; Weather (T) (719092) 

HL45 Review of the Year (S)(T) (9732905) 

tzpo Faces Of Islam (S){T) (8804431) 

T f 12X0 42 Up (RKS)(T) (2035581) 

1X5 They Might Be Giants 

(1971) Lawyer George C Scott Is sure he 
is Sherlock Holmes (T) (8688412) 

3X0 News 24 (1635967) To 7am 




6X5 um The Great Dictator (1940) 
Chapin's audacious swipe A Hitler in a 
fearless tragi-comedy (T) (71493011) 

8X5 MJHiV Anchors Awefgh (1945) 
Frank Shafra and Gene Kaly kick up 
their heeis (T) (83255634) 

10X0 Perfectly Frank (403479) 10X5 The 
West (S)(T) (5971059) 12X0 Classics for 
Kids (S)m (1757856) 140 Cricket - the 
Ashes (S) (58620382) L40 Rex the Runt 

(R) (S)(n (50453108) 1X0 Rex the ftjrrt 

(S) (T) (50442092) 2X0 The Royal 
Institution Christmas Lectues (94127) 
3X0 Perfectly Frank (8439837) 3X5 
Shooting ihe Century (S)(T) (2960498) 
3X5 Perfectly Frank (SjfH (9604905) 

4X0 Assault on a Queen (1966) 

Frank Sinatra vehicle about a gang of 
crooks who attempt a heist on the Queen 
Mary by submarine (T) (84786653) 

5X0 Poppea. Continuing Montavenfs opera 
about intrigue and saojal potties in 
Empenor Nero's court (S) (94918% 

6X0 The Simpsons (S)(T) (909856) 

745 Star Trek: The Next Generation. 

Sci-fi drama series (R)(S)(T) pi7924) 

8X0 Buffy the Vampire Slayer. Opener 
tor a rantie-chier based on the film of 
the same name (S)(T) (1901214) 

0X5 Rex the fkart (S)(T) (952363) 

9X5 Never Mind the Buzzcocks. 

Comedy pop quiz (S)(T) (B30295) 

1045 A Rather Engfish Marriage. 

Atoert Finney and Tom Courtenay play 
man whose wives dte on the same night 
They decide to five together and. after a 
tricky start become friancSy enough. 

Then comes trouble in the shape of 
Joanna Lumtey (S)(T) (46909^. 

tL55 Perfectly Frank (S)(T) (180450) 

12X0 Some Came Running 

(1958) Frank Snalra plays a fledging 

writer returning to his roots n this 
lustrous, soap (T) (93290883) To 2.15am. 


WEDNESDAY CHOICE 


WARREN BEATT? discusses his latest 
teiuled filiyv BiihooirBi -uriiidi under&ies 
his lifelong feSdhation w* 411 poWips 
- in The South Bank Stow ( 11 . 10 pm 
ITV). This is followed hy a screening of 
■his impressive gangster movie, Bugsp 
(12.10am ITV)- Tommy Cooper Heft) 
was not as gorgeous as Beatty but in 
■Britain' he was even more popular Be 
is profiled in Heroes oF Comedy (Tpm 
C4) ‘ which . includes interviews with 
fang such as Antho ny H opkins, Bob 
M ffpkhn nse and Eric Sykes. 


6X0 GMTV (1738769) 9-25 News (T) 

(4062450) 9X5 Tmy Toon Adventures 

(R) (S)(T) (5472837) KUO BriBant 
Creatues (R)(S)(T) (7933450) 

10X5 EU31 The Shaggy Dog (1994) TV 
remake of Disney is old slapstick stanctoy 

(S) (T) (33035634) 

12X0 Granada News (1) (6403011) 12X0 
News; Weather (I) (54924) LOO 
Emmerdale (R)(S)(T) (28672) 

L30 HI ftl My Cart (1991) Tacky ^owing- 
pates anecdote (S)(T) (57559295) 

3X5 Cartoon (844549^ 3X0 News 
Heacfines (T) (3586160) 

3X0 OMI Non WB1 (1994) Mackenzie 
Austin stars in this yam (SJ(T) (859634) 

5X0 News; Weather (T) @17872) 

5X5 Granada Tonight (T) (0878382) 

7X0 Emmerdale (S)(T) (9nsa 

7X0 Coronation Street (T) {585) 

8X0 The Three Musketeers 

(1993) Chris ODomeil stare in this 
version of the Dimas book (S)(T) (9301) 

10X0 Babes in the Wood. A festive edition 
of the comedy (S)(T) (359905) 

10.45 News; Weather. (T) (980634) 1LOO 
Granada News (T) (896856) 

tUO The South Bank Show. 

Warren Beatty interview. See Choice, 
betow(S)(T) (269671) 

1250 miftl Bugsy (1991) Bioplc of the Las 
Vegas hoodkrn, starring Wteren Beatty 
and Harvey Keitel (T) (35382509) 

2X5 mill'll No Secrets (1982) An African 
nation holds America to ransom (866615) 

4X0 Soundtrax (2543609) 4X5 Cybernet 
(S) (46842431) 5X5 Huricanes (S)(T) 
(7713325) 5X0 Bugs Bunny (9542344) 
5X5 News (9202493) To 6am. 




«ao asuny tun 

MovieMax 


6X0 Sesame Street (53943) 7X0 Ovide 

(R) (27943) 7X0 The Magic School Bus 

(S) (99950) 8X0 Big Breakfast (85479) 
10X0 Saved by the Befl (R)(S)(T) 
(88566) 10X0 Eerie, Incfana (R) (35301) 
ILOO Madeon (S) (7214) 11X0 Babylon 
5 (T) (44653) 12.30 Blabbermouth and 
Sticky Beak (T) (4222011) 1X5 Bfinkey 
Cant Fly (45882818) 1X0 Summit Fever 

(R) (7753160) 2X0 Wine Hunt (T) 
(4126585) 3X0 Tod Stories (T) 

(1500045) 3X0 Fifteen to One Hghfighls 

(S) fT) (9148092) 4X0 Countdown (T) 
(9255108) 4.55 Ricki Lake (T) (7574363) 

5X0 Garden Doctors (7) (450). 

6X0 Riverdance: a Journey. The story of 
the Irish dance group (R)[S)(T) (60585) 

7X0 IHilfllHsI Heroes of Comedy. The 

career A Tommy Cooper. See Choice, 
below (R)m (70769) 

8X0 Brookside (S)(T) (9214) 

8X0 Stonehenge: Secret of the 
Stones. Continuing the two-part 
documentary (T) (3363) 

10X0 Ybu Are Here. Comedy about a vittage 
cafled Here, which somebody wants to 
sell off to make way tor a prison (357547) 

KL45 Friends at Christmas. Rachel quits 
her job (S)(D ( 156030 ) 

1L20 Whatfe Eating Johnny Depp? Profile 
of the idiosyncratic movie star (347905) 

HXO Hldfil Benny and Joon (1993) 
Wlstfiil romance with Johnny Depp and 
Mary Stuart Masterson {S)(T) (422856) 

L40 13 1 It'll Afive and Kicking (1996) 
Jason Ftemyng plays a bafet dcuicer te a 
company dedmated by Aids @00238) 

3X0 HIM! Where the Std owaP c Ends 

(1950) Hot-headed cop Dana Andrews 
faBs for Gene Tierney, estranged wife of a 
robbery suspect (4994931 

545 Super Dave (R) (2456054) 5X5 
2 Stupid Dogs (R)(S) (4355388) 5X5 
Sesame Street (9719509) To 7am 







Sat 



snow {W«i msaaoe. «ao new 

i<17S6SA TtM CKV on Ft» ram 


giggi 

S5 






FFFbr-: 



6X0 Wind in the Willows (R) (25532837) 
6X5 Roobarb (R) (37029943) GXO 
Dappiedown Farm (R) (4213740) 7X0 
WimzteS House (R) (6656127) 7X0 
Mlkshaksl (S) (2295127) 7X5 Havakazoo 
(R)(S) (685003CO 8X0 George of the 
Jungle (R) (7261382) 

8X0 1 JIltM Lassie: the Adventures of 
Neeka (1971) Shaggy-dog story taken 
from the TV series (95122214) 

9X0 My Story (6791301) 10X0 Sunset 

Beach (S](T) (7493491) WO Leeza (R)(S) 
(8137OT1) 12X0 5 News (7) (7271769) 

12.30 Family Affairs (RJ(S)(T) (2892479) 
1X0 Bold and the Beautifii (T) (6655498) 
1X0 Wbwfabgroovy (2884450) 2X0 100 
Per Cent Gold (S) (H6503Q) 2X0 Good 
Afternoon (S) (2839905) 

3X0 HI tt'il Damn the Defiant! (1962) 
Capt Alec Guteness is not best served by 
sacfistic Lt Dirk Bogarde In this wel-acted 
fake of an IBtfvceritLry mutiny (4739585) 

5X5 Postcards (R) (34303769) 

5X0 Name That Tune 2000656) 

6X0 100 Per Cent (SJ (2007769) 

6X0 Famay Affairs (S)(T) (2081721) 

7X0 5 News (S)(T) (1143818) 

7X0 Best of Pepsi (S) (2087905) 

8X0 Storm Warning (R)(T) (6231653) 

9X0 laiiiM Beyond the CaB (1996) 

A man on death row is visited ty his 
chldhood sweetheart (383127B9) 

10X5 Jack Docherty Show (2527566) 11X5 
Compromising Situations (7885905) 

12J0 UHt'iM Cherry, Harry and Raquel 

(1969) Ctod-hopplng comedy from 
marrmary man Russ Meyer (54605899) 

1X0 Live and D a ngerous - Review of 
the Year (12250523) <L40 Ctub Class 
(R)(S) (81231783) 5X5 Move On Up 
(R)(S) (19901054) 5X0 100 Per Cent 
(R)(S) (7893290) To 6am 





wJFri wWkZ&ttw 




Anglia 

Aa Grate except: OJtS News HBadhws 
W»a49a 9J0 Ant>a tews and WWsWWf 
020 Now VUMKIW 

f-ioxnn too Dnxam CW3 *30 Mme 
HBJUnos ea7505a ass Ar^a Mow ana 
WsfflhM (68070301 S^O Mem VUKi PW. 
&D0 An&t NSWS teincw of ihe Near (ISH EL30 
An^B News oon tii» Anrta Nm ana Wutw 
pSiBBSa 4 30 rtVMgMscmr (54JSSI CJS 


1220 Baao Hartage 
pa wl f*2S Bordv Mmq and Mutfier 
BartOT. S^O Mow*. Wtatfw (=3Wa KJ» 
Lcctaround (7m «S0 A*A3 Lang S*r» WU 
noo BaovNgM and ubaAwi lestesa 


0J0 CwwaJ Mews 
e&mfXi t&SO Central Nna and ivaamoi 
fio03tWV 1200 Meere. *00 

Onosw RSE731 US Central News j6E67U39 
6JKJ BoadBS Ha teon (MVOW &SS Central 
News and WKnher BSS3Dn ttoo Cowni Mws 


Aa ft M a n ila Bir a ut. 1220 Grarvun 
tferfrw pewsa os wa wron uo 
Mena htoatflnea BOSOSn 33S Qrampan 
Hexinas pSGTmtJi tens. Wfemer erm 
too I B« Vbu Thourae w» Were De«± #w 
Atoaroeramnara&wvnCT A30 Harm tawt* 
VWwmt* CK/.IM fl-SS Wlta 
tun Grampian HonAnM nnd (B968S6I 

ZAS Boa <2 me Stark Tndn odoui bwvitmg 

ressra mb ram The&w*n 3 Ftam r33S7i^i 


Aa Qnaada ancept: CLSO HTVffens 
E4030m 100 SncntaKI Sowc (3967a US HTV 
ten pacjraa aJto bxaet na Enens iMvrja 

&2S VIHbb tbnUn 18553011 KOOHTVNews 
RSBCEA 4JO ITV NrtnsaMr. 4J» 

Corarettn sirset (eeftsiSD 
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SUNDAY TELEVISION & RADIO 



■rt- i^Amendeot 26 Decemberl998 


%** 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITVLWT 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


ITV/Regions 


6-00 Cartoon (4033379). 6-25 Rm: Jacob 
(776626$ 7.55 Touched by an Angel 
(7283669). 9-25 News (4155T4) 9JO 
The Heaven and Earth Show (22911). 
1030 The Life of Birds (7391355). 
«30 World Cup '98 Review (4<ffl737) 
1230 Laughing far Ages (98M282) 
1230 Naw3; Weather (21206669). 
1235 EastEnders (42932379) 


2.45 The Wizard of Oz 

(Victor naming 1939 US) Judy 
Garland classic (26975669) 


6-00 Bumpte qglrtnw Story 

(5005398) 7.4Q TafetLfcbies (8059485) 
830 Wizand of Oz (3909466) 8-40 
Revefs American Tails (8139737) 935 
Queeris Nose (B609973) 9 l 35 Wayne 
Manifesto (1700466) 1035 Fim: The 
MkJas Touch (1476063) 1120 The 
Royal Institution Christmas Lectures 
(4019379) 1230 Cricket (9612824) 


435 EastEnders (3140737) 530 
News: Weather (2976379) 535 
Local News; Weather (963282) 


5-40 Songs of Praise. Daniel O'Donnell 
In concert at Wembley Arena (S) (T) 
(817195) 


645 Antiques Roadshow - the 
Next Generation. A look at the 
coflectJng passions of the younger 
generation (S) (T) (167737) 


730 hi Love with Elizabeth: the 
Early Life of the Queen 
Mother. Documents the childhood 
and early life of the “nation's favourite 
great-grandmother*, Elizabeth, the 
Queen Mother (S) (T) (9602) 


830 This Is Your Life. Michael Aspel 
takes a walk down Coronation Street 
to surprise one of the cast members 
(S) (T) (189805) 


8.40 IHHUMil Mrs Brown (John 
Madden 1997 UK). Jud Dench's 
Queen Victoria finds solace with BiBy 
CannoSyls Scottish groom. See Film 
of the Day. below (S) (T) (26103060) 


1030 News; Regional News; 
Weather (T) (583621) 


10.35 Heartburn Hotel. The sitcom set 
in a rundown Birmingham hotel 
starring Tim Healey (S) (T) (688T76) 


12.50 


Quo Wadis? (Mervyn 


La Roy 1961 US) Roman epic with 
Robert Taylor (T) (64793114) 


335 Choir of the Year (6949534) 
435 Simon Rattle (S) (3157027) 
545 The Car Show (6352008) 


635 Rex the Runt (S) fT) 


645 Star Trek: Voyager. Janeway 
asks Seven of Nine to becorne part '/ 
‘ of the crew, but she is determined to 
return to the Barg.fS) (T) 065379) 


730 Ray Mearsfe; World of Survival 

Our man joins the Aboriginal people 
of Australia (S) (7) (6398) 


730 The Car’s the Star. Quentin 

Willson on the Lada (S) (T) (986076) 


730 Earth Story. AUbrey Manning sets 
out to discover why. unGke bur 
planetary neighbours, the Earth is a . 
fiving planet (S) (7) (407553)-. 


840 Xmas Shooting Stan. Last 
year's, in fact Guests are Nell 
Morrissey, Anna Frief, Alvin Stardust 
and C8ve Mantle (R) (S) (T) (692089) 


930 


CHOICE 


Ted and Ralph. Paul 
Whrtehouse and Charlie hfigson 
expand on their popular Fast Show 
characters. Sea Comedy of the Day, 
below (S) (T) (3549602) 


1030 Merry Mind the Buzzcocks. 

Comedy pop quiz with Boy George, 
Noddy Holder, Jonathan Ross and 
Louise Wener from Sleeper (R) (S) 
0) (478843) 


1135 AJf Garnett: in Sickness and 
fn Health (R) (T) (944911) 1135 
The Big End (S) (T) (359089) 


12.05 IdrtAI The Sting (George Roy 
HiD 1973 US) Butch Cassidy co-stars 
Paul Newman and Robert Radford 
reform for a Depression era gambling 
scam (Then Weather) (T) (48074206) 
To 2.10am 


H40 


laTWnl Arena: I Shot Andy 
Warhol (Mary Ha iron 1997 US) The 
story of Valerie Solanas, founder and 
sole member of SCUM (Society for 
Cutting Up Men) who shot artist 
Andy Warhol in his New York offices 
in 196a UD Taylor stars (S) (961114) 


12.45 Andrea BoceHl: a Night hi 

Tuscany (S) (723206) To 145am. 


630 GMfTY (B7553) 830 Digglt (3592244) 
935 Old Bear (7604331) 935 Moteis 
Christmas (1792447) 1035 Percy the 
Park Keeper (1221973) 1100 Morning 
Worship (47640) 1230 Back to 
Bethlehem (28843) 1230 Crosstak 
(51663) 130 News (21394992) 145 
New Labour in Focus (451379) 245 FI 
Special (135331) 


345 BJHtyfl Carry On Jack (Gerald 
Thomas 1963 UK) Comedy with 
Bernard Cribbins 001195) 


445 Local News (6569602) 435 

News (6598114) 535 The Crazy 
World of Joe Pasquale (6484027) 


535 


Dumbo (Ben Sharpsteen 
1941 US) Disney's classic animated 
film about the tag-eared elephant (7) 
(4844422) 


&45 Kids Say the Funniest Things. 

- 'Mfchael BanymOTorcitoStratesWs' 
laugh at chtidren (S) (I) (572805) 


730 Coronation Street. As Alec mils 
over his future, Natafie makes an 
amazing offer (7} (466) 


830 YbuVe Been Framed? Usa ROey 
- . presents’ more mishaps- caught on 
viewers’ home videos (S) (638669) 


&45 IHIIHIH* Cider with Rosie. 

■ Dramatisation by John Mortimer of 
Laurie Leeb account of growtog up vi 
a remote CotswoJd vitege in the 
1920s. See Drama of the Day. below 
(S) (T) (692244) 


1045 C hristm as at St Albion's 

(830244) 


KJ.55ITN News; Weather (T) (585282) 


1140 You’re Only Human with Jeff 
Green (T) (938350) 11.40 Rim: 
Deliver Them from Evil: The Taking of 
Alta View (110553) 130 Box Office 
America Christmas Special (76935) 
230 MTV Europe Music Awards 98 
(R) (7595954) 335 The Making of 
Slipstream (99277935) 435 
Cybernet (R) (18432041). To 455am. 


635 Dianb and Dumber (4018060) 
630 Camberwick Green (4518089) 
630 Froofe Tooties (8848737) 635 
Dog City (8148992) 735 Jngle BeS 
Rock (9616805) 630 T4 (4650331) 
830 Johnny Bravo (7101756) 830 
. Sister Sister (31576282) 1030 Planet 
Pop (1691282) 1230 HoByoaks 
(26485) 1230 LatS Lurch (439TB5) 
L35 Waltons 0258805) SL35 Biue 
Christmas 0043282) 230 Heron and 
the Crane (1302008) 


330 Uml Hello DoDy (Gene Kelly 
1969 US) Musical with Barbra 
Streisand and Walter Matthau (I) 
(70194602) 


540 The Mini Job - the Making of 
the Italian Job. Looks at the cutt 
1969 movie (644244) 


640 Mini Man. Portrait of Sir Alec 

Issigonia-tffe 'man responsable for the 
design of the MM and the Morris 
Mtoor (T7 (812640) 


740 Ifinl Years. Russefi Bulgin pays 
homage to the Mini, with fetow 
enthusiasts rally star Tbto Makinene 
and actress Jenny Aguttsr (274195) 


7.40 Arthouse. Looks at how the 
anniversary of the panting of 
Leonardo da Vncfe masterpiece 77» 
Last Supper, wiH not be a cause for 
celebration because restoration has 
diminished the orignal (T) (345973) 


8A0 IflHfrl Edward Sdssorfiamls 

(Tim Burton 1990 US) Poignant 
satirical fantasy about a boy with 
sharp metal shears for hands, who is 
the creation of an inventor who cfles 
before finishing his work. The boy’s 
years of isolation in a Gothic castle 
are ended when a kindly Avon 
saleswoman takes tan into her home 
in the pastel-coloured subufts below 
With Johnny Depp as the sharp- 
fingered lad and Winona Ryder as the 
gal that loves tan (T) (42594814) 


1035 Johnny Yagas Television 

Show; The highly rated satirist from 
St Helens - a Perrier runner-up this 
year - gets his first TV exposure 
(453534) 


630 Hodng B (7905088) 630 Havakazoo 

(438283^ 730 Dapptedown Fami 

(6718911) 730 MBcshaJffll (2357911) 
735 VVimzfefe House (6929T14) 830 

Do Ybu Befieve W7 (7330466) 830 
Revelation Game (7339737) 930 
Stakin' Around (7320089) 930 Fort 

Boyaid (9175992) 1030 Sister Said 
(7319973) 1130 Daria (8551756) 
tL30 Singled Out (8552485) 1230 
BjOfk (7333553) 1230 Eco Wanlore 
(2954263) 130 Gods of Ol ympus 
(52841440) 140 5 News (899/7379) 
L20 Lynx Location Apoflo (1620534) 
230 Movie Chart Show (32242282) 
230 Famfly Affairs (42994440) 


540 BJHfli Connecticut Yankee in 
King Arthur's Court (Mel Damskf 
1989 US) Keshia Knight Puftman from 
. ... The Cosby Show stars in this remake 
of the Bing Crosby musical based :bn 
the Mark Twain story: A tO-ye^-dd. • 
_ bonnecticut schoolgirl .Is imockedr ' j 
unconscious and wakes Lfo in ‘ 
Court of King Arthur' (39794379);." 


730 From Jesus to Christ. Terry 

Waite presents a new documentary . 
series about toe rfee of Christianity. . 
Recent archaeological finds and fresh 
historical Interpretations chafienge 
previous Ideas about Jesus and the 
first Christians (S) (6391089) 


830 Paradise inPerfl. The Galapagos 
islands have more endemic species 
and sub-species afseabtids than 
any other tropical Island ijroup. More, 
than any other Galapagos wftffifa, 
these tads are affected by the \ 
ocean current (S) (T) (6300737) • 


930 lilliu Tricks (Kenneth Fmk 1997 
US) Mfcni Rogers plays a single 
mother; working as a hooker in Las 
Vegas to pay her way through 
college, who gets badfy beaten by a . 
client Tyne Daly also stars.in this 
melodrama (S) (T) 08450973) 


TL20 


The Horseman on the 


Roof (Jean- Paul Rappeneau 1995 
Fr) Lavish historical rom ance set in 
Provence during the 13th century. 
Jufiette Binoche stars (50838008) 


1030 The Real Monty; Documentary 
looking at the fives and work off a 
group of male strippers from 
Yorkshire (R) (S) (T) (5679305) 


130 Terry Pratchett’s Discwortd (R) 

(9316312) To 2.15am. 


TL50 The Comedy Store (5773756). 
1230 Open Me Awards 1998 (R) 
(2174461) 130 NFL American 
Football Review (85052461) 430 
Tbs and Fibs (R) (81300867) To 
505am. 


COMEDY OF THE DAY 


TED AND RALPH (920pm B8C2) At 50 
minutes, one might have suspected Paul 
Whitehouse and Charlie Hlgson of 
stretching their Past Show characters 
way too far beyond the limits of their 
sketchy existence. Both are very good 
actors, however, and this is a treat 
Higson is the lonely aristocrat hopelessly 
in love with his Irish groundsman. Very 
funny, and surprisingly touching. 



Drama of the Day 


ODER WITH ROSIE (845pm ITV) Juliet 
Stevenson is annoyingly confined to her 
mannerisms as the mother of Laurie Lee 
in this slightly chocolate-boxy version of 
Lee’s much-loved memoirs of his 
Gloucestershire childhood. John 
Mortimer's adaptation is given a more 
bracing edge by the narrating voice of the 
real Laurie Lee, but on the whole, this 
production disappoints. 



FILM OF THE DAY 


MRS BROWN (8.40pm BBCi) Judi Dench 
and perhaps more surprisingly, Billy 
Connolly are superb as Queen Victoria 
and devoted Scottish groom, John 
Brown, in this fine costume drama. 
Nicknamed the “widow of Windsor" for 
her long-standing grief over the death of 
Albert Victoria is slowly coaxed back to 
the land of the living by the only person 
willing to treat her as a human being. 



& 


As LWT WWept: 1230 

Of the ’fear (51669) 34 5 Ct ~ — 
Street (3CtfiS) *45 AngfeNawa 
Sk» 2)23G MTV AMSOs 98 
(31799) 436 The Malting of 
L - (Stream (16732) 430 Cybernet 
364) 530 The Maktog of What 


BOS 


Come , 

Coronation Street (7891157) 

Central . 

Aa LWT except 1230 

Dinosaurs (4366669) 12J55 
Central News (21290008) 345 
Coronation Street (30T185) 445 
Central News and Sport (656960 2) 

HTV Wales 

As LWT except 1230 Backto 

BetNahsm ■ 

Soccer (9808621) 1235 KTV 
News (21290008) 345 Front Row 
(4648431 445 Movies, Games and 
SdeM A£282) 435 HTV News 
2130 - SJ23 As AngSa 


As HTV Wales «»pt! 1235 

West Match Plus <9800621)345 
Holly woodls Greatest Stunts 


As LWT except: 1230 7 Days 
(2257805) 1230 Mendan News 
and Weather (73659263) 345 
Coronation Street ( 30 tt 95 ) 4-43 
Mericfian News (6569602) 2-30 ■ 
S. gff As AngBa. 335 Movie Show 


As LWT except 1230 


Wastcountry Weekend Match 
(51869). 345 


4*45 


Emmerdale (301195) 
„juntry News 
240 • 545 As AngSa 


As LWT except 1230 Goals 
on Sunday (51669). 345 Coronation 
Street (301195) 4.45 Calendar 
News and Sport (6569602), . • 

Tyne Tees 4f ' 

As Yorkshire except 12-30“ 
Dafty Duck (51669) 4^15 North 
East News and Sport (6569602) 

S4C 

As ChanoPl 4 except 12-30 
Planed Plant (76080737) L50 Got 
245 Brookside 
440 Famous Fred 
5.00 Barca' Barca! 

I) 5-30 Gwneud Gogs 




(10110961) MS Gogwana 
1 Pobol y C 


I) 640 Pobol y Cwm 
7-30 Dechrau Canu 
Dechrau Canmol (H0429TI) 8-00 
Cefn Gwlad (21448485) 94*0 Y 
Paknant Aur (32961621) 10415 
Newydcfon (35346343) 1045 FBm: 
Don Juan DeMarco (26224737) 
12410 Film: The Horseman on the 
ft»nra873751) 2J0 Close. 

6-35 Fdm: A Good Man in Africa 


(37504008)8415 FBm: 
From Home 


Home (41741398) 9JS0 
You Befeve (85042621) 10-20 Toy 
Stories (94589805) tldO Service,., 
1509447) tt-55 Pink Panther K 

12.20 News 

1225 FBm: The Great- 


est Star^Ever fold (96443008) 


3J55I 


ET the Extra-TanrBStrial 
>54824) 6-00 The< 

10060 ) 6-01 Six-Onel 

6- 20 HeartBeat 
7.25 Coronation Street 

7- 55 Glenroe 

101701) 845 Fdnr Ace Ventura: 
When Nature Cafe (83056640). 
10.25 News (82108060) 10-45 
Nobel Peace Prize Concert 
(66647447) 1245 News (69300886) 
12^0 FBm: Guys and DoSs 
(45089577) 3415 Fftn: The Fighting 
Kentuckian* ( 647957 70) 4-40 F*tc 
Father Goose (73753003) 
Network 2 y 

6410 Sesame Street (4026739#- 
7JOO The Blobs (61671973) 740 Ba- 
nanas (61600485) 740 Addams 
Family (37680331) 7145 Country 
Mouse (22225529) 845 Dark wing 
Duck (63414640) &40 Fudge 
(31872379) 9415 PWty (27608282). 
9-30 Disney Club (66013466) 

11.30 2TV (1X719447) U5 Racing 
P30S602) 3-35 The Movie Show 
~ ’ l Pink Panther 
. 5410 Nuacht (78736640) 
5415 Fair Oty ((50441640) 6415 
F3m: Annie f15l95398) 8^5 News; 
Simpsons (B 53 54379) 8455 Apres 
Match (35576534) 9-55 Global 
. _ : 35) tiLSrap; 

Much Acfo about Nothing th ■- 
(87615992) VLAS Brittas Erfuto 
1-20 Top 30 Hits 
2420 The Smashing 
- the Concert (33070393) 
Jobflndef 98 (97086138) 


RADIO 


Racfio 1 

(976-998MHZ FM ) 

630 Radio 1 Review of 
the Year. 10410 Mark 
Gooder's Radio 1 
Request Show. 1410 
Lisa PAnsoa 34X1 Top of 
the Pops. 4410 The 
Official UK Top 40 
7410 Rado 1 s Dance 
Anthems with Dave 
Pearce. 10410 Trevor 
Nelson. 124)0 Emma B. 
44W ■ 74X1 Cfive 
W&rren. 

Radio 2 

(88-902 MHz FM ) 

7.00 Don Maclean. 94)5 
Steve Wrighte Sunday 
Love Songs tUOO 
Parkinsons Sunday 
Supplement too 
Desmond Carrington. 

3.00 Frank Sinatra: the 
Voice of the Century. 

4.00 Sing Something 
Seasonal 54)0 Starring 
Ju&e. 6.00 Pam Ayres - 
the Pick of 98 7410 
Michael Bafl and Lesley 
Garrett in Concert. 8J30 
Sunday Half Hour. 9410 
Alan Keith. 104)0 
Malcolm Laycock. 114)0 
The David Jacobs 
Collection. 12410 Katrina 
Leskanich. 3410 - 44)0 
Ncky Homs 

Radio 3 

(902-924MHz FM ) 

64)0 On Air. 

94)0 Brian Kayb Sunday 
Morning. 

1L00 Artist of the Week. 
1245 Befls upon BeUs. 

& The Radio 3 
Lunchtime Concert. 

2-50 The Harmonic 
Series. 


John Torrfinson (bass) 
BBC National Chores 
and Orchestra of 
WaJes/Wchotas Kraemer. 
104)0 Sunday Ray 
Cadenza. By David 
PownaJL Alessandro 
StradeHa. though a 
musical genius, is ban- 
ished by Pope Innocent 
XJ far his notorious 
philandering. But it is 
only after he has 
crossed the Doge of 
Venice that he finds his 
music may be the only 
thing between tan and a 
bloody end. With Michael 
Maloney Joss Ackland, 
Eleanor Bron, Richard 
Griffiths. Jonathan Coy, 
Tom Watt, Gavin Muir 
and Abigail Docherty. (R) 
1145 Vtorid Music. 
tt-45 The Harmonic 
Series. 

12410 BBC Symphony 
Orchestra. 

1410 • 64M) Through 
the Night 

Radio 4 

I924-9A6MHZ FM ) 

64)0 News Briefing. 
6415 Something 
Understood 
6^5 On Your Farm. 
657 Wdather. 

74M) News. 

74)5 Sunday Papers. 

740 Sunday. 

7465 Rado 4 Appeal 
8410 News 
8415 Sunday Papers. 


5-40 Victorians. 

5-54 Shaping Forecast 
54*7 Weather. 

64)0 Sx OCtock News. 
645 Pick at the Year. 
74)0 News: The Archers. 
745 Room for Improve- 
ment Laurie Taylor and 
guests explore the art of 
self-improvement, from 

appreciating must to 
sharpening conversation- 
al skSs. 

84)0 The Penthouse 
Apartment By William 
Trevor, dramatised by 
Michael BakeweL Ashy 
spinster leads a quiet life 
until she is invited to visit 
the opulent home of one 
of her neighbours. With 
Dorothy Tutin, Bryan 
Pringle and Ada Russo. 
Director Enyd WBams. 


women MPs from 
abroad 

tLOO News; Hkfden 
Treasures. This week the 
antiques quiz comes 
from Castle Howard in 
North Yorkshire, where 

Ray and 

1L30 Something 
Understood 
124)0 News. 


10410 20th-Cerrtixy Max 
- Britain and the Sea 
Sybil Ruscoe explores 
the relationship between 
the British and the sea 
tLOO Late Night Curria 
Edwina Currie gets 
behind the pubfc Image 
of a celebrity. 


LOO gWI 'Night 


12.45 Experimental 
y. Great Skies. 


£!» 


6.07 Sunday Worship. 
Letter from 


BA5 

America 
94)0 News; 


34H) Spirit of the Age. 
44J0 100 C 


Great Singers. 
445 Centurons. 

440 The Year. 

5j 45 Sunday Feature: 
Shakespeare 200a 
6.30 Private Passions. 
730 Choir Works Brian 
Kay introduces Handel's 
Messiah in a perfor- 
mance recorded last 
Christmas at St Davicfe 
Hal in Caidfit HiBevi 
Martinpelto 
Ftobn 

(countertenor) John 
Mark Alndey (tenor) 


104)0 The Arenera 
1115 Desert Island 
Discs 

124)0 News; Itchy Feet 
12J0 Ifrl SOTY I 
Haven't a Qua 
12^8 Weather, 

14)0 The WOrld This 
Weekend 

L30 Top Qrasi «9& 
ZOO Gardeners' 
Ouestion Time Christmas 
Special 

34K) The Classic: Serial: 
Bleak House. 

44K) News; Open Book. 
4.30 Poetry Please 
5.00 News: A Mission to 
Civilise. 


Word of Mouth's 
Festive Fhrasebodk. 
Michael Rosen unwraps 
a special Christmas 
eefition of the programme 
about the way we speak 
and the words we usa 
9-00 News; The Beat 
Documentary series 
about the work of com- 
munity police officers in 
west Yorkshire This pro- 
gramme focuses on the 
case of a pregnant 
woman trying to escape 
her violent husband (R) 
9J30 Analysis- Buy Now, 
Pay Later. Andrew D3not 
asks how far we can 
reaDy afford the debts 
we incur and whether we 
are storing up trouble for 
the future. 

104)0 News; The 
Westminster Hour. With 
David Jordan. Inducting 
1Q45 “ 

Postcards: Dinah 
man tafcs to parfiamen- 
tarians around the world 
2: A View from a Broad. 
Even though Britain now 
has more women in 
Partament than ever 
before, other countries 
are doing much bettet 
wa hear from prominent 


Feature: 
tiL30 The Late Story: 
Winter Stories. 

12.48 Shipping 
Forecast 

LOO As World Service. 
5-30 World News. 

5415 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 Inshore horecasL 
5.45 Prayer for the Day. 
S47 - 64)0 Fanning 
Today. 

Radio 4 LW 

(198kHz) 

12410 - 12414 News; 
Shipping. 124)0 - 7410 
Test Match Special 
Racfio 5 Live 

(693, 909kHz MW ) 

ZOO Breakfast with 
Andrew NeiL 
94)0 Sports Week. 

104)0 Hayes on Sunday. 
124K) Parris on TV. 
12^0 The Mecfia Show 
LOO Sunday Sport 
Review of the Year. 

64)0 The Scottish 

Premier League. 

84)0 News Extra. Susan 
Bookbinder with the 
news and business 


44)0 Extra Trne. 

5.00 - 7.00 The _ 
Ruscoe and Co. (R) 
Classic FM 
(1000-10t9MHz FM ) 
6-00 Jane Markham 
94)0 Classic Romance. 
124)0 Meffor Moments. 
24)0 Alan Mam after 
Christmas. 4410 The 
Ybuth Or chestra Series 
6-00 Christmas Count- 
down 74)0 Smooth 
Classics at Seven 9-00 
CaDas Special 11410 
Michael Mappin. LOO 
Melor Moments 34)0 - 
64M) Mark Griffiths 


of 


Virgin Radio 

(1215. 1197- 


(12157 H97- 1260kHz MW 
1058MHz FM) 


tOUUHni 
8430 Tim 


8430 Tone of My Life. 
Michael Thomas recalls 
May 1989 and the last- 
minute goal which gave 
Arsenal the champi- 
onship by the narrowest 
of margrta 

94)0 Daflyn Worldwide. 
Ffichard DaJlyn with the 
stories that matter from 
around the world 
9130 Out This Week. A 
special seasonal edition 
of the lesbian and gay 
news magazine 


6410 Mark Forrest 

104)0 Jonathan Ross 
LOO Nick Abbot 44K) 
Janev Lee Grace /FM 
only Harriet Scott from 
645. 7.30 Harriet Scott 
104)0 James Merritt 
LOO Richard West 
4.30 - 6.30 Jeremy 
Clark. 

World Service 
Racfio 

(198kHz LW) 

LOO Newsdesk. L30 
Pick of the Wbrid 2 J 00 
Newsday. 2410 Mericfian 
(Feature) 34)0 Wbrid 
News 3415 Write On 
345 Sports Roundiai 
3430 The Works 44)0 - 
74)0 The World Today. 
Talk Radio 
64K) SaBy Mean 94)0 
Derek Draper and Pater 
Hitchens tLOO Russel 
Gfent 24K) David 
Banks and Nick Ferrari. 
54)0 Nicky Home 84)0 
fiffite Allen. LOO > 64)0 
Creatures of the Night 


SATELLITE & CABLE 


Premier 

Femmes Fatales 
630 MlsS Evers' 


Boys (1997) (62843) 8-30 
Homeward Bound B: 



Lost 

in San Francisco (1996) 
(41350) 10.30 Bogus 
(1996) (73195) 12430 Hoffy- 
WOOd BUZZ (79089). 14)0 
Mss Evers' Boys (1997) 
(55195) 34)0 Homeward 
Bound H: Lost ii San 
Francisco (1996) (62282) 
54)0 Bogus (1996) C ' 
TOO Harriet toe Spy 
(77805)94)0 " 

Normanfe FUns of I 
(660176) 9.45 Evfia (1996) 
(744847371 124)0 Money 
Train (1995) (691935) L50 
Outrage (t997) W49567) 
3^0 - 64X1 Of Love and 
Shadows (1994) (57754157). 

Sky Movie Max 

64)0 Buck and the Magic 
Bracelet (1997) (34485) 
84)0 Sweet Revenge 
(1990) (33973) 104)0 
Murder, She Wrote: South 
by Southwest (1997) 

(80195) *24)0 Something 
Borrowed Something Blue 
(1997) f5683*) 2430 Buck 
and the Magic Bracelet 

44W Sweet 
, . 0(8669) 

64H) Sluder, She Wrote: 


(47119577) 5455 Close. 

Film Four 

64K) The Madness of King 
George (1994) (270604) 
84H) Eos Next Move 
(1996) (2778331) 104)0 
Blood ample (1984) 
(4348553) 1L40 Naked 
(1993) (42922737) 130 


Vhoom (1988) (4437751) 
G4H)Ufi ' 


345 • 6-00 Life is Sweet 
(1990) (96987888) 


Discovery 

Channel 


44H> Wings (3252331) 

54X1 Figntfine 

&30 Classic Trucks 
(8602398) 6410 Barefoot 
Bushman (7132553) 74HJ 
Tarantutas and thefr Ven- 
omous Relations (5306282) 
84X1 The Unexplained - 


Souto^Jjouthwest (1997) 


LApparte- 
(T7263) WLOO 
395) (436718) 
(989344) 

12JS5 Dead r 
2420 




082119) 4410 - 
The Machine (1993) 


Cinema 

! The Kg Steal* 

(1949) (85053441 1SL30 

Ybufe Tefing Me* (1934) 
g8400»3)L43HafOf 
Fame (2955718) 245 Back 
to Bataan* (1945) 

(3235379) 3JS5 The Man 
Who Slot Liberty Valance* 
“ T213017B) 64W 
nfa Reef (1963) 
SjOOMcQ 

0658713) 104)0 The 
i (1956) (1946195) 
124)0 The Maras 11968) 
(2859008) 2410 Start 
(1968) (35048848) 4.50 
You're Teftig Me* fia)^ 


1) 880 The 
Unexplained - Historyfe 
Mysteries (2023718) 9-00 
Discovery Showcase: 
Pirates (5392089) 1L00 
History of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls (3167319) 124X) 
Science Frontiers: The Ice- 
berg Cometh (1063867) 
LOO Justice Fifes 
(792610) 24H) Cbsa 

Sky One 
64H) Hour of Fowsr 
(90331) 74)0 Bump in the 
Night (64331) 7J30 Street 
Sharks (83466) 84)0 
Dottle Dragon (50466) 
830 Tattooed Teenage 
ABen Fighter s from Bwarty 
Has (59737) 94X) The 
Simpsons (40089) SL30 
Count Duckula (75263) 
104)0 Dream Team 
(72350) ItOO World 
Wresing Federation 
Superstars (92114) 124)0 
Jurt Kidding (63553) 
tL30 Just Kidding 
(86379) LOO The NW 
of Superman 


Busted on the Job 0 
(31843) 10-00 The Worirfs 
Dumbest Drivers B (51242) 
tLOO South Park (96282) 
1L30 Forever Kniiit 
(60834) 12^0 Tates from 
toe Crypt (57393) LOO 
Manhunter (2B003) 2410 • 
8410 Lang Play (8712206) 
Sky Sports 1 

64)0 Fbrd Focrtbal Special 
Blackburn Rovers v Aston 
Via (42737) 7.30 Sports 
UnSrrited (45824)84)0 
AerrtJlcs - Oz Style 
(27350) 94M SuperixxJtB 
Af v Spinks (81331) 104)0 
Mget Mansell - Manse) on 
Ice (12992) tiLOO Goals on 
Sunday (41373) LOO 
Futboi MurxSal (35224) 
L30 Supertxxrts AS v 
Spinks (73282) 2J0 Mgel 
ManseB - Mansefl on Ice 
(84089) 3410 Goals On 
Sunday (46553) &30 
Scottish FOotbal Dundee v 
Celtic (685973) 8^0 
Gietie World Sport Special 
(2263) 94M? t#L 
(9879076) 1230 Rugby 
IMon Update Saracwis v 
London Scottish (34751) 
2410 Close. 

Sky Sports 2 

7100 Aerobics - Oz Style 
(3103534)7^0 Futboi 
MmdtalJ31220SS|. 8410 
Soccer Extra (4084992) 
1LOO World Darts 
... 24)0 Wild 
(3858927) 2430 
World Span Special 
£»<“k> 69) 34)0 Fbrd 
Rugby Urton Saracens v 
London Scottish 0285331) 
5J30 bntemational Cricket 
South Africa v Vfest indes 

ZOO Cricket 


South Africa v West Incfies 
(38190973) 34X1 Cricket 
Austraia v England 
(54310992) &20 NFL 
American Football 
(93411485) 94)0 Squash 
©5092485) W4H) Scottish 
Football Dundee vC^ttc 
(56548689) t1J30 H20 
©5229350) 124)0 Closa 

Eurosport 

7J30 Xtrem Sports: Yoz 
Acton (30992) 8^0 
Snowboarcfing (29718) 

^185) 1L30 Afcme 
Skfing (36824) 12.00 
Alpine Sking (9666008) 
VLAS Sumo (539756) 

L45 Equestrianism 

^■00 Dancing 
54)0 A^ine Skfog 
MS Cross- 
07323621) 
8-30 Bloopers (7331) 

9410 Boeing (71485) 
tiLOO Bowing (41244) 
1LOO Ofyrr^rc Games 
00843) LOO Closa 

UK Gold 

™ 0367517) 

7.30 Blaketi Seven 
Q5g7T?6)aas Dr Who 
Omnibus: Invasion of the 
Dinosaurs (28664404 ) 
tUO Dates Omnfixjs 


Show (4800911) 3410 
FBm: Cafe Metropofe* 
P937) (26827379) 54)5 
Hart to Hart (1282805) 
64H) FBm: Her Life as a 
Man (1984] (9677843) 
84H) Rescue 9t1 


tL30 < S< 


± Fact or Fiction ’ . 
~3) 94M) Jerry 
■ Double BSJ 

fi) 1LOO The Sex 

Fifes (1362314) 124)0 
Close. 

TNT 

SLOO Gone with the Wind 
Weekend: Gene with the 
Wndil939) (92086344) 
JBA5 Gettysburg (OB3) 
(71304460) 54)0 Cloeft 


Paramount 
Comedy Channel 

7Jlf) PhnltflM icriPni 


f60467B24) LOO F*n: 
Santa Cteus-f 


g9^f^0355) aSoSie 

I® Onjfcus (86837553) 

Some Mothers Do 
Are Bn (3960331) 6420 
Army (51279992) 
J£[®Orj(yFools aid 
Horses (39363791 9,00 


(74534) 24M) BeVBTty HBs, 
, 3J00 GuStyi 


90210 (42621) 3JOO ; 
(83718) 44)0 Star Trek: 
Deep SfMce Mrte p5553) 
54X1 Star Trek; ’ 

(3737) 64)0 The I 
' . (L30 The i 
. 74X1 Wng of them 
730 King of toe 
8.00 Earth: Final 
(28379) aOO 


(7781805) 9J0 Life Of the 
Lions (7135534) U30 
Cricket Austrafia v England 
(8835669)24X1 Second 
brings (5054206) 230- 
74M) International Cricket 
Austrafia v England 

(4698157) 

Sky Sports 3 

84)0 International Cricket 
So uth Afric a v West Indes 
©5237379) WLOO Cricket 
Austrafia v England 
(85230466) -HL30 Cricket 


10^30 SpeoaBy Setected 

MTOdCarrott (5473710) 
|L25 Best of Live at 
Yp n 9 le4jre (6564718) 12^0 

y^hScreenghop^ 
(2858206). 

Livii 


7410 Cluetess (5350) 7130 
Desmorxfe (6718) 84X1 
5 >se anne (1398) 8JM) Just 

Shoot Me (055)000 

rare is^onal Lampoonjs 

Movie Madness (i^fi 

Dresan^for 

show 

(85350) 12410 DucfenaY 
ot> ™ L30CUJ 

44)0 Closa 

Granada Plus 

0221911) 

JOO On the Buses 
(8KM85) 74(0 Nearest 
atoOeai«t(86309g2) 
MO Bootsle and Snudoe 

ggd Greg (8342718) SLOP 
ISsPasaders (2049602) 
I l 2££J! ,e Pasuadera 
g^^Manina 
Sufcasa (3766466) LOO 
“ssfen: impoesfole 
“ ,Mo Hawai 


Living 

MO Tiny 


^&5§ c (9SCOT ) 



Won't Co^ 1 ^ 


— Mveil Lrugj 



FULL 7-DAY TV AND RADIO LISTINGS APPEAR IN ‘THE INFORMATION 
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Boxing Day Radio 


Independent Pursuits 


. 1st? 


• . 




’isS*:]??- 






-rvjajlU - 

V, s', <>■ 


RADIO 1 

(976-998 MHz FM ) 

7.00 Mark Gooefier. 10.00 
'^ott Mflte. -LQ0 Lisa fAnsoa 
-500 Radio I's R TV B Chart 

5.00 Judge Jutes. TOO Danny 
Rampling - Love groove Dance 
Party. 9.00 Westwood - Radio 1 
Rap Show. 12.00 Racfio 1 
Reggae Dancehatf Nite. 2 jOO 
The Essential Mix: Steve Lawyer. 
4-00 - &30 Annie Nightingale. 
RADIO 2 

(88-902MHZ FM ) 

6X10 Mo Dutta. 3.00 Brian 
Matthew. 10X70 Steve Wright's 
Saturday Show. 1XK> The Arthur 
Smith Memorial Christmas 
Lecture. 2L00 Alan Freeman 
3J30 Johnnie Vfelker. 5.30 Paul 
GambaccinL 7X70 The Soys from 
the Sack Country: the Slade 
Story. 8X>0 Meat Loaf for Christ- 
mas 9X70 Sweet Soul Radio 2 

10.00 Bob Harris. 1.00 Lynn 
Parsons. 4.00 - 7.00 Mo Dutta. 
RADIO 3 

(902-92.4MHZ FM ) 

6.00 On Air. 

9.00 CD Review. 
tLOO Building a Library. 

12.00 Private Passions. See Pick 
of the Day. 

1.00 The Racfio 3 Lunchtime 
Concert (R) 

2X70 Best of 3 

3.00 Spitalftekte Festival 
3.50 Life and Death in 
Spitalfields 

^4.10 Concert part 2. 

*V3.00 Jazz Record Requests. 

6.00 And His Mother Called Him 
Bill 

6-30 Opera on 3. Live from 
the Metropolitan Opera House. 
New York, a production of 
Mozart's pantomime-like opera 
Performed in German Dawn 
Upshaw, soprano (Paminaj, 
Matthias Goeme, baritone 
(Papageno), Chorus and Orches- 
tra of the Metropolitan Opera, 

New York/Charles Mackerras. 

Act X 

745 The Met Opera Quiz. 

Steven Blier is in the chair for a 
special Christmas edition of the 
quiz, putting listeners' questions 
to Randall Behr and Brian Zeger. 
8X0 The Magic Flute, Act 2. 
J0.00 I Had to Go Sick. Julian 
^■fadaren-Ross was one of the 


SKY PREMIER 

640 Pete's Dragon (1977) (90578133) 
80S It Takes Two (1995) (73014794). 

10.00 Ghostousters U (1989) (91814220). 
1145 Pete'S Dragon (137 7) {973255721- 

2.00 Frog and Wfembat (998) (87125) 
4XH» Ghostbuslers 1 (969) (1046) 6 JOO 
' I Takes Two (1995) (22539) 8-00 Star 
<^k: First Contact (996) (27084) 10.00 

□erne's Peak (997) (268572) 11.50 
Home far the HoSdays (995) (117794) 
135 White My Pretty One Steeps (997) 
(763640) 340 - 6 jOO Riders of the 
Purple Sage (996) (80564076) 

SKY MOVIEMAX 

6.00 GUS (1978) (79814133) 745 The 
Last Home Run (1996) (10371046) 9J30 
Cnema PanxSso (986) (45997) 1130 
Unwed Father (997) (64256) ioo Gus 
(976) (9355) 3X70 The Last Home Run 
0996) (6899442) 4*45 Cinema Piaracfco 
(1988) (385046) &45 Femmes Fatates 
(154423) 7X5 Now and Then (996) 

• “ jfiP 171 ) 9-00 Ghost (990) (28713) 
tLOtf Striptease (996) (45143) IOO 
Were No Angels (989) (2559t1) 2*45 
Caver Me (995) (542805) <120 - 6.00 
Unwed Fatter (997) (886447) 

SKY CINEMA 

1100 How to Marry aMSonaira (953) 
(B538572) 1SL30 My Fair Lady (1964) 
(8789133) UO Around the World In BO 
Days (956) (32385591) 5^15 The Man 
Who Wbufa Be Ktog (975) (94047684) 
BUM A Passage fa Jnda (984) 
(34449046) KX45 North Dates Forty 
(979) (2840510) 12UI5 The Drowning 
Pool (975) (709089) 2^5 Road to 
Zartriaar (941) (9085973) 4J0 Howto 
Marry a MBonaire (953) (1390756) 5.45 
Close. 

FCLMFOUR 

-^9 Zggy Stardust and the Spiders 
IrJn Mara (1973) (3159862) See Pick of 
the Day. 730 Jimi Plays Monterey 
(4268065) See Pick of the Day. BJ2Q 
Glastonbury: the Movte (995) (47015133) 
See Pick of the Day. 1CL00 That! Be the 
Day (973) (3T78997) See Pick of the Day. 
1130 The Harder They Come (1973) 
(2835959) See Pick of the Day. 145 Rude 
Boy Featuring the Clash (34317350) 3-25 
Straight to Hefl (986) (940911) 4J0 - 
SUM Jimi Plays Monterey (7495044) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 

44)0 Navy SEALs - the Slent Option 
(3292959) 54H> Adventures of the Quest 
(2050662) GUM Classic Story at the SAS 
(7165881) TOO Wheels and Keels: The 
Liners (5339510) 84)0 Dawn of the Dinas 


PICK OF THE DAY 


AFTER THE success of last 
year’s festive interview with 
the 112 -year-old percussion 
maestro Manfred Sturmer, 
Private Passions (12nooa R3i 
is entertained by Lady Pilar 
Woffington. Argentine beauty 
and operatic entrepreneur. She 
is obviously rather smitten by 
presenter Michael Berkeley - 
a real “Renovated Man" she 
flatters: she is also, a tittle too 


teacfing London literati of the 40s 
and 50s and a wicked chronicler 
of his time Harold Pinter chooses 
and reads one of his classic com- 
ic stories of service life in the 
Second World War. See Pick of 
the Day. 

1030 Nash Ensemble. Mozart: 
Quintet in E flat for piano; oboe, 
clarinet bassoon and horn, K45Z 
Schumann: Piano Quintet in E 
flat Op 44. (R) 

1130 New Vbrk Cabaret 

1.00 - 6X30 Through the Night 

RADIO 4 

(924-94j6MHz FM ) 

6.00 News Briefing. 

6.05 Sports Desk 

6X0 Open Country Revisited. 
6X57 Weather. 

7.00 Today. 

9X10 Home Truths 

10.00 News; Double Vision 
H.00 News; The Food 
Programme. 

tL30 From Our Own 

Correspondent 

12X10 News; Money Box. 

12L30 News Quiz of the Year. 
12A5 Weather. 

LOO News. 

115 Correspondents Look 
Ahead. 

2.00 News; Shelf Lives. 

2.30 A Straight History of the 
Bent Banana. 

3.00 News; The Saturday PJay: 
Moonfleet See Pick of the Day. 

4 .30 Weekend Woman’s Hour. 

5.00 Saturday PM 

5.30 Talking Pictures 
&54 Shipping Forecast 
5L57 Weather 


obviously, John Sessions. 

In 1 Had to Go Sick (10pm 
R3» Harold Pinter (right) reads 
a Kafka esque tale by Julian 
Maciaren-Ross of the perils of 
falling ill In the array. 

The Saturday Play <3pm R4) 
is a swaggering, melodramatic 
production by Sally Avens of 
Moonjleet. J Meade Falkner’s 
classic tale of smuggling. 

Robert hanks 


6.00 Six OOock News. 

645 The Now Show. 

6*45 Hearing with Hegley. (R) 
7X10 News; Saturday Review. 
7.45 Keyword. Matt Frei 
highlights a word from a foreign 
language which captures the 
essence of that country and its 
culture 3: losing Face'. For the 
Chinese, feeling embarrassed is a 
gravely serious business. 

8.00 News; The Archive Hour 
On Conversation. Poet and critic 
Tom PauOn explores toe history of 
conversation, from the teaching 
efiafogue of Socrates and Plato to 
the factory-floor gossip of nineties 
siteoms. With illustrations from 
Peter Cook and Ducfley Moore, 

Sir Isaiah Berlin and Harry 
Enfield. 

9X10 News; The Classic Serial: 
Beak Housa By Charles Dickens, 
dramatised in five parts by John 
Dryden. 4: Richard is on a path to 
self-destruction. Lady Dedtock 
finds her wayward past is rapidly 
catching up with her. Having 
sworn her long-lost daughter 
Esther to silence over their rela- 
tionship, she is confronted by her 
lawyer, Tulkinghom, who threat- 
ens to expose aJL With Claire 
Price and Michael Kitehea 

10.00 News and Weather. 

10J5 Education 2000: A forum 
which tests plans to improve the 
country^ education system by 
the early years of toe next centu- 
ry. Edward Stourton invites panel 
and guests to discuss whether 
laying down the law is the way to 
raise standards in school 



fLOO News; The Bells of Russia. 
Russians history, heroic and tragic, 
has been rung out through toe 
centuries by thousands of church 
beds. Russian poet Irina Ratushin- 
skaya teds Ken Asch the story of 
bells through a mixture of chimes, 
legends, poems, songs and 
grand opera. 
tL30 Fine Lines (R) 

12X10 News. 

12*25 Experimental Feature: 
Short Short Stories 
1230 The Late Story: Winter 
Stories 

12x18 Shipping Forecast 
1X10 As World Service 
5X30 World News 
5X35 Shipping Forecast 
5*40 InsboreForecast 
5.50 - 6X10 Bells on Sunday. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz) 

12.00 - 12X14 News Headlines; 
Shipping Forecast 12X10 - 7X10 
Test Match Special. 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693, 909kHz MW ) 

6X10 Dirty Tackle. 

6X30 Seconds Out (R) 

7J00 Breakfast 
9X10 Chiles on Saturday. 
fLOO Sport on Frva Fastball: 
the London dubs have an early 
start - Arsenal vs West Ham and 
Wimbledon vs Chariton are both 
1200 kick-offs. Plus coverage of 
the games that kick-off at 300, 
followed by full commentary on 
Blackburn vs Aston ViHa at 600. 
8X)0 The Late Six-O-Six. Cal 
Tom Vlfett free on 0500 909693 


Satellite and Cable 


PICK OF THE DAY 


AFTER THE excesses of 
yesterday, you may feel like 
flopping in front of the TV and 
vegetating. If you fancy doing 
that to a background of music 
and images then FilmFour may 
have just the evening for you. 
Their schedule of music films 
starts with Ziggy Stardust and 
the Spiders from Mars <6pm), 
a rockumentary about one of 
David Bowie’s more flamboyant 
periods. It continues with: Jimi 
Plays Monterey 17.30pm), 


(5315930) 94)0 Beyond T Rex (5335794) 
10.00 Prehistoric Sharks (5338881) 
114)0 Hunting the Dinosaur (WJd Discov- 
ery) (9882107) 124)0 Navy SEALS -the 
Stent Option (99895) 14M) Adventures 
of the Quest (7959447) 24H) Close 

SKY ONE 

74)0 Bunp r the Mght (43171) 7.30 
Street Sharks (39978) 84)0 The 
Adventures of Sinbad (67997) 94)0 The 
Stepsons (55355) SM Count Duckuta 
(87688) 104)0 Hercules: the Legendary 
Journeys <2886$ fLOO World Wtestfteg 
Federation Live Wire (48826) 124)0 
World Wresting Federation Shat Gun 
(80539) 14)0 The New Adventures ot 
Superman (66959) 24K) Star Trek: Deep 
Space Ntoa (56733) 34H> Star Trek - 
Deep Space Nhe (69572) 44)0 Star 
Trek: Vfoyager (68607) 54)0 Star Trek: 
Voyager (8572) 64K) Xena: Warrior 
Princess (79423) TOO The Stepsons 
(9201) 730 The Simpsons (3997) 84K) 
3rd Flock from the Sun (5249) &30 3rd 
Rock from the Sun (7084) 94)0 The 
Beast (8797) HOO Star Trek • Deep 
Specs Nne (29591) 124)0 Showbiz 
Weekly (34263) -CL30 The Big Easy 
(92599) *30 F tea (60621) 230 - 64)0 
Long Play (3846344) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

6jOO Superbfces - Foggy Is Hat-trick 
(13336) BJOO Aerobics - Qz Style (57201) 
aao Racing News (66572) 94)0 Sky 
Sports Top 20 (4A23) 1*00 Max Power 
(797®. 124)0 Gfette Soccer Saturday 


concert footage of the legendary 
Jimi Hendrix < right > at the 
1967 Monterey Pop Festival; 
Glastonbury: the Movie 
(8.20pm), which includes some 
footage of The Verve and The 
Lemonheads; and two films 
starring real-life pop stars - 
That’ll Be the Day (lOpm) with 
David Essex (as well as Ringo 
Starr and Keith Moon), and Hie 
Harder They Come (1130pm), 
starring Jimmy Cliff. 

James Hampton 


(7891591) SJ3Q Ford Footbal Special 
Blackburn Rovers vs Aston VBa (173881) 
84*0 Fbotoal League Review WbsI 
Bromwich Afclon vs Port Vale (66404) 
104)0 Ford Football Special Blackburn 
Rovers vs Aston Via (44997) 1L30 Max 
Pov^r (559781 1Z30 FoatbaD League 
Review West Bromwich Atoion vs Port 
Vale (73973) 2J00 Ford Football Special 
Blackburn Rovers vs Aston Via (98060) 
3JOO Sroerbkes - Foggy’s Hat-trie* 
(97992) 54)0 - 64)0 Futbol Mundal 
(82831) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

74)0 Aerobics - Oz Style (3136862) 7.30 
Racing News (395997) 84M) Strong Man 
- Wekter Strongman Tournament 
(7508807). 94*0 Racing News (3165220) 
fOJOO Soccer AM (3185084)124)0 
Footbatf League Vtest Bromwich vs Part 
Vale (7070317) 34M> Unb o fi eva b te Sports 
(4303012) 34*0 Showjumping - Spruce 
Meadows Championship Season Review 
(6017355) 4.30 Squash (8239355) 54*0 
International Cricket South Africa vs West 
Indies (5401607). 74M) International 
Cricket Australa vs England (7794133) 
9430 Lite of the Lions (7188862) 1*30 
International Cricket Austrate vs England 
(B868997) SLOO Second Innings 
(5087534) 24*0 • 74)0 International 
Cricket Australia vs England (4521485) 
SKY SPORTS 3 
BJOO International Cricket South Africa vs 
Vttest fades (85260607) 104)0 
totemational Cricket Australia vs England 



(B5263794) 10.30 International Cricket 
South Africa v Wtot fades (98123201) 
34)0 totemational Cricket Australa vs 
England (54343220) i*30 WM Sprits 
(93531355) 64)0 Max Power (48772539) 
74)0 H20 (6W00607) 74*0 Dancing 
DSF Open Standard (34398133) 84*0 
Wbrid Motor Sport (69049404) 1*30 
Wld Spirits (85289978) 124)0 Close 

EUROSPORT 

7410 Xtrem Sports: Vbc Action (71794) 
8430 Xtrem Sports (79404) 9-30 
Olympic Games (553978) IZjOO 
Bloopers (95084) 12480 Fun Sports 
(21997) *00 Offroad (9152) 24)0 
Feting (44775) 44M) Sumo (20607) 

54M) Martial Arts (4012) 64)0 Strength 
(24648) 74K) Motor Sport (1201) 74*0 
Karting (71336) BJOO Boxing (45404) 
104)0 Bowing (48591) 1*00 Fitness 
(87539) 124)0 Darts (25&12) *00 Close 

UK GOLD 

7.00 Big Break (9062305) 74*0 
Neighbours Omnbus (46693132) 9425 
Dates Omnfcus (91648607) 12J0 
EastEnders Omnfcus (20363355) 34M 
The Bl Omnibus (86860881) &25 NO 
Place B<s Home (1310997) 64)5 FBm: 
Brewster^ MBons (1965) (44549065) 
84)0 Only Fools and Horses (92347572) 
9455 Men Behaving Bacfly (7817201) 
H>4iS Sou-day Mght Comedy: One Foot 
in the Grave (4684688) 1*25 Saturday 
Comedy: Porridge (6984794) 12^0 
F3nu The Producers (1967) (8348973) 


and have your say on the festive 
football season. 

BJOO The Treatment Stuart 
Macon re and guests review the 
week^ news. 

10-00 20th-Century Vox - 
FootbaJL John Inverdaie takes a 
fan's-eye view of football across 
the century. 

TLOO Late Night Currie 
Edwina Currie gets behind the 
ptfotc image of a celebrity. 

Plus a phone-in. 

1XK) Up AB Night Richard Daliyn 
with news from Britain and 
around the worid 

4.00 Extra Time Discussion on 
classic football moments. (R) 

5.00 - 7.00 The Best of 
Campbell. (R) 

CLASSIC FM 
(IOOO-IOISMHz FM ) 

6XM> Jane Markham. 8X10 
Christmas Countdown. tLOO 
Masters of Their Art 12.00 Mike 
Read 3X10 Margaret Howard 
6X10 Classic FM at toe Movies. 
7XH> Smooth Classics at Seven. 

9.00 Opera 9a 10.00 Six of the 
Best 12X10 Richard Morrison. 
2X10 Alan Mann's African Afters. 

3.00 - 6XH) Richard Morrison. 
VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215. 1197- 1260kHz MW 
1053MHz FM ) 

(LOO Jeremy Clark. 9X10 Harriet 
Scott 12.00 Classic Countdown 
with Russ WiKams. 2XJ0 Rock 
and Rod Football with Chris 
Evans. 6XK> Wheels of SteeL 

10.00 Janey Lee Grace 2.00 - 
6XH> Richard West 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(196kHz LW ) 

L30 On Ybur Behalf. 1*45 
Sports Roundup 2,00 Newsday. 
2X10 Music Review. 3XH) World 
News. 3X>5 World Business 
Review of the Year. 3X5 Sports 
Roundup 3^0 From Our Own 
Correspondent 4X10 Newsdesk. 
4.30 Global Business. 5X>0 
Newsday. 5^0 - 6-00 
Jazzmatazz. 

TALK RADIO 
(LOO Salty Meen. tL30 Kate 
Lloyd 1X)0 Premiership Shew. 
3X10 Nationwide League Live 
Commentary. 5X30 Danny Baker 
and Danny Kelly. 7.30 Nancy 
Roberts. 10X>0 Mike Allen 


24)0 Rock Goes to Colege (4241621) 
2*45 - 74)0 Shopping with Screenshop 
(31919718) 

LIVING 

64)0 Tny Living (42059539) 94)5 
Tempest! (4092336) 9.55 Rofanda 
(5837539) 10*«S Special Babies 
(10633T7) TUS Living h Upl (8433881) 
1245 Can't Cook. Won't Cook (2981133) 
12*45 Ready. Steady, Cook (7509775) 
*20 Mchael Cole (869603) 240 The 
Roseanne Show (4840539) 34)0 FBm: 
Ofiver Twist 0982) (26850607) 54)5 Hart 
to Hart (126133) 64K) Film: This Cant 
Be Love (1994) (9600171) 84)0 Rescue 
on (7268794) 8^0 Beyond Belief: Fact 
or Fiction (7247201) 94X) Jerry Springer 
Double BH (9688959) 1*00 The Sex 
Files (1395572) 124K) Closa 

TNT 

94)0 Gone with the Wind Wteekend: 
Maktog of a Legend: Gone With the Wind 
(60076607) 1145 Tan, Dark and Hand- 
some (48538881) 1245 Vivian Leigh: 
Scarlett and Beyond (20234263) 145 
Maktog of a Legend: Gone With the Wind 
(92529344) 54)0 Ctosa 

PARAMOUNT 
COMEDY CHANNEL 

7JOO Cfuefess (4775) 7.30 Oesmondfe 
(1171) 84)0 Roseame (3423) 8X10 Just 
Shoot Me (2930) 94)0 Ften: The Party 
(1968) (31201) 1*00 Dressing for Break- 
fast (27510) 1*30 The Larry San ders 
Show (24572) 12-00 Duckman (89737) 
124*0 Vtecant Lor (41089) 14)0 Comedy 
Store (81843) *30 Club Class (10963) 
2.00 Dr Katz (59805) 24J0 Soap 
(61640 34)0 Hooperman (78379) 3X*0 
Nightstand (52992)44)0 Ctosa 

GRANADA PLUS 

64)0 The Box (9261539) 7JOO On the 
Buses (8684713) 7.30 Leave It to Charlie 
(8 66322Q 84K) The Army Game 
(837B775) 830 Mnd Ybir Language 
(837S046) 94)0 Christmas on the Street 
(8399626) 94*0 Christmas on the Street 
(8272539) 104)0 Christmas on the Street 
(4243220) -t0J30 Christmas on the Street 
(838850 1*00 Ratum of the Satot 
(4202794) *30 Emmerdate ^434930) 
34)0 Hawaii Fhr&-0 ^978997) 54K) Hart 
to Hart (2577S10) 64)0 Watching Special 
(825104^ 74)0 Poirot (8671249) 94>0 
The Comedans (2305355) 10X10 The 
Odd Couple (8370591) 1030 Hoganfc 
Heroes (8396539) 1*00 As Granada 
Men & Motors (1598065) 24)0 Close. 


Regional Television Variations 


BBC 1 N IRELAND 

As BBC1 England except: 5-25 

Newsline (8037442) 

BBC1 SCOTLAND 
As BBC1 England except: 450 

Afternoon Sportscene (9344046). 5-25 
Reporting Scotland (8037442) 1*05 
Sporteoene ■ Match at the Dai (472997) 
1*55 FBm: The Naked Gun 2 1/2: the 
Smel of Fear (460442) *20 Joins BBC 
News 24 (97343398) 

BBC1 WALES 

As BBC1 England ex cept - 5.25 
Wales Today (8037442) 

ANGLIA 

As LWT except: 4*40 CD UK 
(93313621) 54» The Little Engtoe That 
Could (5030176V 

CENTRAL 

AS UWT (916602) 

HTV WALES 

As LWT except: 4*45 News; Weather 
(2300794) 4*40 CD UK (93313621) 5JOO 
The Little Engine That Cotid (5030176) 

meridian 

^IWT except: 4*40 CD uk 
r 40621) 5410 The Little Engtoe That 
Cotid (5030176) 


WESTCOUNTRY 

As LWT except: 4*40 CD UK 
(93313621) 54K) The Uttle Engine That 
Could (5030176) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 64)0 

Cfvistmas T4: Sesame Street (21062591) 
124)0 Planed Plant Galfagati Nadolg 
W6ti4268) 345 The Hedgehog to the 
Fog (57190978) 34*0 F*n: Afl Dogs Go 1 c 
Heaven Cute cartoon adrantue from 
Don Bluth (The Land Before 77ma) A 
streetwise pooch in 1939 New Orleans Is 
despatched to heaven before his timet 
thartes to Ns old gambing pal Catface 
Malone But he wangles Jvs way back to 
Forth and teams up with a ittiegrl tor a 


most terrtfytog of the chfldren-from-HeU 
horrors. Gregory Peck substitutes a baby 
marked with three sixes for the one wife 
Lee Rerrdck loses to chlkftirth. onfy to reel 
with horror as a hostel talk are horribly 
bumped-off amkf some gamine shock-ft- 
to-you scafp-ttoglers. (S67B1201) *40 
David BteiiBS Street Magic (20910176) 
24*5 F3 m: The Gambler (93265911) 445 
NYPD Blue (885Z7447) 54H) Close 

RTE1 

64K) Ceolta Noteg (36590862) 6-55 
Compteta Cosmos (49050268) 730 Fftn: 
Salor Beware*. The usual Manto-Lewis 
confection oC ttoppy romance and sffly 
slapstick, with Jerry Stra i ning for laughs 


/35630807) 540 Y Ctwb Rygbi 
(59002959) 7*45 Newydtfon (55002881) 
84)0 Noson Lawen (2147170) 9.00 
Thomas Gee (21468219) 104)0 Ffcn: 
Remember Ma Sfhfster TV tftofer about a 
couple, sti grieving after the death of 
their young son. who try to rescue their 
marriage with a summer stay to asmaB 
town to Cape Cod. But the town, and the 
people in It, are a bit spooky 
(3Z7T9423) 1*35 Film: The Omen. The 


by pUSng -fumy' laces. (24756249) 9415 
Gardeners' Diary (27640268) 9M Rtei: 
The Inn of the Sixth Happiness. Ingrid 
Bergman as Engfish missionary Gtadys 
Ayhvaitl Curious casting choice to a 
sentsTtental re-arrangement of the facts. 
(43876171) 12^0 Fin: News Heatfirtes; 
WeetherUne; Monte Carlo or Bust 
(59700046) 24*5 FUm: Doctor Zhivago. 
David Lean turns the tumultuous history of 
the Russian Revolution torn shamelessly 
romantic fiction. Despite some odd 
eating, it works a treat With Omar Sharif, 
Jtfe Christie. (91368930) 64K) The 


Angsts (37450688) 64)1 Six-One. 
Wbatherfria and News far the Deaf 
(20703220) 6-20 Cartoon Time 
(42106881) B4£5 Ffrn: Casper. 
Ectoplasmic slop based on unfunny 
friendly ghost cartoon series. (45020046) 
840 Winning Streak (48396881) BJOO 
News and VWBatheritoe (29722357) 9XM 
FBm; The American President. Mchasl 
Douglas as bereaved President faSng tor 
lobbyist Annette Bering in sick romance; 
trivial but sharply scripted and well 
played (80966794) 1*30 News 
Headtoes (73985794) 1*35 Ffrn: From 
Here to Eternity*. Army base camp 
routine to Hawafl to Ihe months leadng up 
to Pearl Harbor. Sold Hofywood 
blockbuster with Burt Lancaster. 
(68008510) *45 FBm: The Verdct 
Afcohoic lawyer Paul Newman has one 
last shot at redemption in superb David 
Mamet drama disced by Sfctoey Lumet 
P7238282) 4,00 The Atengers 
(77739114) 4^0 Flm: Ftve Ftogera 
Muddfad wartime suspense with Nazi spy 
James Mason (80002447) 

NETWORK 2 

6*45 The Sflver Brumby (I726TT71) 7*0 
Bob Morane (296^171) 7*40 Prince of 
Attends (T1014775) 84)5 f^rats 


(21166423) 8-35 Christmas Showtime 
with Boyzona (888T71S) a30 The 
Morbegs (92224688) 9*45 Ffrn: The 
Never-Endng Story. Butted schootooy 
Barret Dtver dsewers a magical book 
that draws him into its mystical world 
Exciting chfldrenfc adventue with 


RTE Racing (53058930) 3.35 ChBtitoe 
10th Birthday Celebration (38386355) 
5-35 Ctoninte Nuachta; Glenroe 
(25924189) 64)5 Home I mpr ove m ent 
(34933846) 64*5 St Steptenfe Mght with 
Podge and Rodger MTV Live (60340648) 
7-30 Are You Being Served? (32316084) 
84)5 Flm: Gremlns. Muppet-Sre 
creatues cause conic Christmas chaos 
in a snowy suburban town. Sly An buff 
gags outweigh genuine jokes about 10 to 
L But it’s a Steven Spielberg production, 
so the effects are speciaL With Zach 
GaBgan, Hoyt Axton. (B3099355) 10.05 
A Scare a Bedtime with Podge and 
Rodge (58W6S72) 1045 The PrenxersWp 
(TH16046) HiS St Stephens Mght with 


Chess 

JON Speelman 


AFTER 12 months of intermittently 
manic activity and what must be lit- 
erally thousands of miles of footslog. 
Mark Hebden last weekend con- 
firmed himself as the winner for the 
second year running, of the Onyx 
Grand Pra. The £3.000 first prize re- 
mained in doubtright up to Sunday 
morning when Jim Plaskett on 3/3 
and still on course for the perfect 5/5 
that would have snatched victory, 
was defeated by Danny Gormally; 
the onjv other contender Keith Ark- 
ell, was playing in the Grandmaster 
B tournament in Oxford. 

Meanwhile Hebden, who had al- 
ready dropped a half-point as early 
as round 3. sailed to 4.5/5 to end up 
first equal with Bogdan Laiichaifa 
point ahead of Plaskett, GormaUy. 
and Charles Tipples ton on 4. A total 
of more than 150 players were com- 
peting in four sections at Islington 
with about 50 in the Open; but only 
the winner of the Intermediate, 
Nick Burrows, succeeded in making 
a perfect 5/5. 

Hebden’s final score was 192.4 
ahead of Arkell. 191.2, who won 
£1.200 and Plaskett, 18&3 (£700). This 
win brings his total of Grand Prix 
victories up to four, equalling Miles 
and Michael Adams's record. Heb- 
den is also only the fourth grand- 
master to record back-to-back 
victories, particularly difficult since 
while other high prize winners re- 
ceive bonus points towards their 
score in the following year; the win- 
ner himself receives none. 

The Onyx Grand Prix has 10 
other sections, ranging from the so- 
called “Prixette", won by Susan 
Lalic, right down to the under-10 
won by David Howell. A wonderful 
stimulus to chess activity in this 
country; long may it continue. 

This is Hebden's final game of the 
season. Parker chose an opening 


line that I've used myself against 
Hebden - though I can't imagine 
playing 6 f4 except in a blitz game. 

Hebden quickly gamed the ad- 
vantage of the two bishops - one 
very interesting aspect was his dis- 
missal of 18... BxfS 19 gxf3 Kf7 in 
favour of 18... Kf7, keeping the ten- 
sion. Eventually the position opened 
and the bishops came into their own, 
though only after the blinder 57 Rc2? 

- White should have played 57 Kal 

- did it become clear. 

White: Jonathan Parker 
Black: Mark Hebden 
Islington Open 1998 
Queen's Fawn Game 


1 d4 NfB 

32 Redi Bd7 

2c3g6 

33 b3 h4 

3 Bg5 Bg7 

34 Nd2 Rb6 

4 Nd2 0-0 

35 Rc3 Rc6 

5 e3 d6 

36 Rxc6 Bxc6 

6 f 4 C5 

37 NfSRha 

7 BC4 Nc6 

38 Bd2e6 

8 Ngf3 Qb6 

39 Rbl Bd6 

9 Qb3 Qc7 

40 Rcl Ke7 

10 0-0Na5 

41 Rbl Kd7 

11 Qa4 cxd4 

42 Rel Bd5 

12 exd4 Nxc4 

43 Rhlb6 

13 Qxc4 Qxc4 

44 Ke3 Kc6 

14 Nxc4 Nd5 

45 b4 Rf5 

15 Rfel Be6 

46 bxa5 bxa5 

16 Ne3 fS 

47 Nxh4 Rxf4 

17 Nxd5 8xd5 

48 Nxg6Re4 + 

18 Bh4 Kf7 

49 Kd3 e5 

19 Nd2Rfc8 

50 Be3 exd4 

20 Nfl Rc7 

51 Bxd4 Re6 

21 Ne3 Be4 

52 Rcl+ Kd7 

22 Nfl d5 

53 Nh4 Be4+ 

23 Nd2 Bf5 

54 Kc3 Bb4 + 

24 BC a5 

55 Kb2 Bc6 

25 Racl Bh6 

56 Bc3 Re2+ 

26Be3 Bf8 

57 Rc2? Ba3+ 

27h3h5 

58 Kxa3 Rxc2 

28Kf2 Ra6 

59 Bxf6Bd5 

29 C4 dxc4 

60Bb2RE> 

30 Nxc4 Rd7 

61 N£3 Rxg2 0-1 

31 a4 Rd5 



BRIDGE 

ALAN HlRON 


SOUTH FOLLOWED a very natural 
line of play on this deal - one that. 
I feel, would be chosen by the 
majority of players - and went 
down. See if you can spot the 
unusual timing that would have 
succeeded. Was it impossible to 
find at the table? 

After two passes South opened 
One Heart; West (facing a passed 
partner) overcalled with Four 
Spades. North and East passed 
but South fought on with Five 
Clubs. North gave preference to 
hearts and all passed. West decid- 
ing to take his chances in defence. 

West led 0 A against Five 
Hearts and declarer ruffed the dia- 
mond continuation. At trick 3 he led 
his singleton spade and West, after 
taking his ace, played a third dia- 
mond. South ruffed, crossed to K 
and finessed ♦ Q successfully. The 
ace of clubs now exposed the sit- 
uation in both dubs and trumps. 

Declarer ruffed a dub on the 
table; came to hand with a dia- 
mond ruff, and trumped another 
club with dummy’s last heart. 
Then he attempted to cash * K but 
East ruffed and South bad to lose 
a dub at the end. 


East-West game; deafer North 
North 

♦ K 4 3 2 
?K3 2 
SJ942 
+8 6 

West East 

♦ A Q J 10 9 86 +5 

?984 

OAK75 *01086 

*3 +KJ1097 

South 

♦ 7 

?AQJ 10 7 6 
v3 

♦ A Q 5 4 2 

South's play looks reasonable 
enough but note what happens if he 
does not play a spade at trick 3. 
(Yes, that does look odd to do any- 
thing else, bearing in mind that 
West is almost certainly marked 
with +A.) After a heart to the king 
and a dub finesse, declarer cross- 
ruffs dubs and diamonds and then 
draws trumps. Finally, at trick 12, 
he leads his spade! West wins but 
must give dummy the last trick 
with +K. 
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ACROSS 

I Dramatic production (4) 
3 Tropica] grassland (8) 

9 Time (mus.) (5) 

10 Christening (7) 

II Witch (3) 

13 ’type of nut (9) 

34 Sex drive (6) 

16 Fashion again (6) 

18 Fhil to wake in time (9) 
20 Managed (3) 

22 Copv ?7) 

23 Beat (5) 

25 Heavenly (S) 

26 Gauze for cleansing 
wound etc (4) 


DOWN 

1 Vegetable-growing area 
(5) 

2 Limb (3) 

4 Convent superior (6) 

5 Pacify bv giving ground 
(7) 

6 Person living nearby (9) 

7 Sailor's bed (7) 

8 Ceremonial (4) 

12 Nonsense (9) 

14 Like a big ca t (7) 

15 Lose hope (7) 

17 Spanish currency (6) 

19 Golf shot (4) 

21 Wealthy individual (5) 
24 Uncooked (2) 


Podge and Rodge; Yes, Mnister 
(56381355) 12X» Porridge Special 
(0S26485) tiS The Fast Show 
(16023737) 230 Alo Aflol (49221911) 
34X> Jobftoder 98 (9928T737) 


Solution to Thursday’s Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Manned. 4 Allay (Mandalay 1 . 8 Recto, 9 Incisor. 10 Intrude. 11 
Hero, 12 Sac. 14 Dean. 15 Oath. 18 Tab, 21 Urge. 23 Avarice. 25 Violent, 26 
DoubL27 Rayon. 28 Greece. DOWN: 1 Martin, 2 Necktie, 3 EloquenL 4 Arch, 
5 Lisle. 6 Yarrow, 7 Hives, L* Colander, 16 Tribute, 17 Quaver, 19 Basle, 20 
Centre, 22 Glory, 24 Lean. 
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